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A 


DISSERTAT ION 


ON THE 

ESTABLISHMENTS 

MADE BY 

Maiiomedan Conquerors in Indostan. 


section i. 

E UROPEANS underftand by the Eaft-Indies all the coun- 
tries and empires, which laying fouth of Tartary, extend 
from the eaftern frontiers of Peril a, to the eaftern coafts of 
China. The iflands of Japan are likewife included in this denomina- 
tion ; as arc all the Malay iflands, in which the Dutch have fuch 
valuable pofleiftons, and which extend to the fouthward, as far as the 
coafls of New Holland, and eaftward to lands unknown. 

B u t the name of India can only with propriety be applied to the 
country which is diftinguifhed in Afia as weil as in Europe by the name 
of Indoftan. 

That part of the weflern fide of Indoftan, which is not bounded by 
the fca, is ieparated from Perfia and the Ufceg Tartaiy by defat ts, and 
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by thofe mountains which were known to the ancients under the 
name of Paropamifus : Mount Caucafus forms its barrier to the north, 
fcparating it from various nations of Tartars, from the great and little 
Thibet. From mount Caucafus to Chitigan, marfhes and rivers divide it 
from die kingdoms of Tepra, Aftam, and Aracan : the fea, from Chi- 
tigan to cape Comorin and from hence to Perfia, embraces the reft of 
Indoftan. 

This great extent of country has been inhabited, from the earliell 
antiquity, by a people who have no refemblance either in their figures 
or manners with any of the nations which are contiguous to them. 
Although thefe nations have at different times feat conquerors amongft 
them, who have eftablifhed themfelvcs in different parts of the country : 
although the Mogul Tartars under Tamerlane and his fuccefibrs have at 
laft rendered themfelvcs lords of almoft the whole of it ; yet the origi- 
nal inhabitants have loft very little of their original character by the 
eftablifhment of thefe ftrangers amongft them. 

Besides the particular denominations which they receive from the 
cafts and countries in which they are born, there is one more general, 
which is -applied indil'criminately to diftinguifh the original natives 
from all who have intruded themfelvcs amongft them, Hendoo, from 
whence Indian. 

The Indians nave loft all memory of the ages in which they began 
to believe in Vistnou, Eswara, Brama, and a hundred thoufand 
divinities fubordinate to thele. Thefe divinities are worfhipped in temples 
called Pagodas in every part of Indoftan, the whole extent of which is 
holy land to its inhabitants, that is, there is no part in which feme di- 
vinity has not appeared and done fomething to merit a temple and 
priefts to take caic of it. Some of thefe fabrics are of immemorial an- 
tiquity : they arc at the fame time monuments of fuch ftupendous la- 
bour, that they arc fuppofed to have been built by the gods to whom 
they are ccnfecrated. 
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T h e hiftory of thefc gods is a heap of the grcateft abfurflitics. It 
is Efwara twifting off the neck of Grama ; it is the Sun, who gets his 

teeth knocked out, and the Moon, who has her face heat black and 

* 

blue at a fuaft, at which the gods quarrel and fight with the fpirit of a 
mob. They fay that the Sun and Moon carry in their faces to this day 
the marks of this broil. Here and there a moral or metaphyfical alle- 
gory, and fometimes a trace of the hiftory of a firfi legiflatoi% is dif- 
ccrnible in thefc ftories but in general they arc lo very extravagant and 
incoherent, that we fhould be left to wonder how a people io reafonable 
in other refpedts fhould have adopted fuch a code of nonfenfe as a 
creed of religion, did wc not find the fame credulity in the hiftories of 
nations much more enlightened. 

T if f, Bramins, w r ho are the tribe of the prieflhood, defeend from thofe 
Brachmans who are mentioned to us with fo much reverence by anti- 
quity, and although much inferior either as philofophers or men- of 
learning to the reputation of their anceflors, as priefts their religious doc- 
trines are fill implicitly followed by the whole nation, and as preceptors 
they are the fource of all the knowledge which cxifis in Indofan. 

Even at this day feme of them are capable of calculating an cclipfe, 
and this {corns to be the utmoft f retch of their mathematical know- 
ledge. They have a good idea of logic : but it does not appear 
that they have any treatifes on rhetoric ; their ideas of mu lie, if we 
may judge from the practice, are barbarous ; and in medi ine they 
derive no afif ance from the knowledge of anatomy, fincc di fie Ct ions 
are repugnant to their religion. 

They filed no blood and eat no flefii, bccauie they believe in the 
tranfmigration of fouls ; they encourage wives to bum thcmfelves with 
their deceafed hufbands, and feem to make the perfection of religion to 
confifi in a punctual obfervance of numerous ceremonies performed in 
the worfliip of their gods, and in a firiCt attention to keep their bodies 
free from pollution. Hence purifications and ablutions, as dictated by 

B 2 their 
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their fcriptures, are fcrupuloufly obfcrved by them, and take up no finall 
portion of their time. 

A Bramii4 cannot eat any thing which has been prepared or even 
touched by any other hand than that of a Bramin, and from the fame 
principle, cannot be married to a perfon of any other cad in the king- 
dom, 'decauic his own cad is the highed, even above that of the kings. 
They fay that they were formerly the kings of the whole country, and 
preferve to this day the privilege of commuting capital punifhment, when 
merited, by the lofs of their eyes. To kill a Bramin is one of the live 
fins, for which there is fcaree any expiation. 

The pre-eminence of the Bram ins admitted, it feems as if the In- 
dians had determined to compenfate the odium of fuch a fuperiority, by 
forming themfelves into a number of didinft tribes or gradations of 
people, who relpcblively fubmit to the different degrees of eflimation in 
which they have at laid agreed to abide, as implicitly as the whole agree 
to acknowledge the fuperiority of tire Bram ins. 

The many temporal advantages which the Bramins derive from 
their fpiritual authority, and the impoflibility of being admitted into their 
tribe, have perhaps given rife to that number of Joguces and I'acquires, 
who torture themfelves with fuch various and adonidiing penances only 
to gain the fame veneration which a Bramin derives from his birth. 

Th e cads or tribes into which the Indians are divided, are reckon- 
ed by travellers to be eighty-four: perhaps when India diall be better 
known, we fhall find them to be many more ; for there is a Angular 
difpofition in the Indian, from very trifling circumflances to form a fe<ft 
apart fiom the red of his neighbours. But the order of pre-eminence 
of all the cads in a particular city or province is generally indifputably 
decided. The Indian of an inferior cad would think himfelf honoured 
by adopting the cudoms of a fuperior cad; but this would give battle 
fjoner than not vindicate its prerogatives : the inferior receives the vic- 
tuals 
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tuals prepared by a fupcrior call with relpetft, but the fuperior will not 
partake of a meal which has been prepared by the hands of an infe- 
rior cad. Their marriages are circumlcribcd by the fame barriers as the 
reft of their intercouries ; and hence, befldes the national phyfiog- 
nomy, the members of each call: preferve an air of ft ill greater re fern - 
blancc to one another. There are fome cafts remarkable for their 
beauty, others as remarkable for their uglincfs. 

All thefe cafts acknowledge the Bramins for their priefts, and with 
them admit the tranfmigration. In devotion to this opinion fome afflidt 
themfclves at the death of a fly, although occafioned by their inad- 
vertence. But the far greater number of cafts are not fo fcrupulous, 
and eat, although very lparingly, both of flfli and flelh j but, like the 
Jews, not of all kinds indifferently. 

Their diet is chiefly rice, and vegetables drefled with ginger, tur- 
meric and other hotter fpices, which grow almoft fpontancoufly in their 
gardens. They efteem milk the pureft of foods, becauic they think it 
partakes of fome of the properties of the nedlar of their gods, and be- 
caufe they efteem the cow itfelf almoft a divinity. 

A n abhorrence to the (bedding of blood, derived from his religion, 
and feconded by the great temperance of a life which is pafled by moft 
of them in a very fparing ufe of animal food, and a total nbftinence from 
intoxicating liquors ; the influence of the moft regular of climates, in 
which the great heat of the fun and the great fertility of the toil leflen 
moft of the wants to which the human fpecies is llftjcft in auftere 
regions, and liipply the reft without the exertion ol much labour j 
thefe caufes, with various derivations and confequcnccs from them, have 
all together contributed to render die Indian the moft enervated inhabit- 
ant of die globe. 

IIe (hudders at the fight of Mood, and is of a puflllamm :/ only 
to be excufcd and accounted for by the great delicacv 0. in's con- 
figuration. 
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figuration. This is ib flight as to give him no chance of oppofing with 
fuccefs the onfet of an inhabitant of more northern regions. 

O 

His manners are gentle ; his happinefs confifts in the folaces of a do- 
meftic life; to which iufficiently inclined by the climate, he is obliged 
by his religion, which deems matrimony a duty indifpenfible in every 
man who does not quit the world to unite himlelf to God : fuch is their 
phrafe. Although permitted by his religion, according to the example 
of his gods, to have levcral, he is leldom the hufband of more than 
one wife : and this wife is of a decency of demeanour, of a follicitude in 
her family, and of a fidelity to her vows, which might do honour to 
human nature in the moft civilized countries. 

His amufements confift in going to his Pagoda, in afiifiing at religi- 
ous thews, in fulfilling a variety of ceremonies preferibed to him on all 
occafions, by the Brarnin ; for, fubjed to a thoufand lapfcs from the 
ideas he has adopted of impurity, the Indian is always offending his 
gods, who are not to be appeafed till their prieft is fatisfied. 

In a country of fuch great extent, divided into fo many diftind 
fovereignties, it cannot be expeded that there fhould be no exceptions 
to one general afiertion of the charader of the inhabitants. There is 
every where in the mountains a wild inhabitant, whole bow an Euro- 
pean can fcarcely draw. There are in the woods people who fubfiit 
by their incurfions into the neighbouring plains, and who, without 
the ferocity of the American, poflefs all his treachery ; and according 
to Mr. Thevenot, India has had its cannibals in the center of one of 
the moft cultivated provinces of the empire. The Rajpouts by their 
courage have preferved themfelves almoft independant of the- Great 
Mogul. The inhabitants of the countries ftill nearer to the moun- 
tains of the frontier, diftinguifhed by the adivity of their charader 
from the indolence of the reft of the nation, have eafily turned Ma- 
homedans, and thefe Affghans are the beft troops in the emperor’s 

fervice. 
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fefvice, and the moft dangerous enemies of the throne when in arms 
againfl it. 

Tiie arts which furnifli the conveniencies of life have been carried by 
the Indians to a pitch far beyond what is necefliiry to fupply the wants 
of a climate which knows fo few. At the fame time no ideas of tafte 
or fine defign have exifted amongft them : and we feck in vain for 
elegance in the magnificence of the richefl empire of the globe. 

Their knowledge of mechanical powers is fo very confined, that we 
are left to admire, without being able to account for, the manner in 
which they have erected their capital Pagodas. It does not appear that 
they had ever made a bridge of arches over any of their rivers, before 
the Mahcmedaris came amongft them. 

It is to the fupplencfs with which the whole frame of an Indian is 
endowed, and which is ftill more remarkable in the configuration of 
his hand, that we are indebted for the exquifitc perfection of their 
manufactures of linnen. The fame inflruinents which an Indian 
employ;., to make a piece of cambric, would, under the rigid fingers of 
an European, fcarccly produce a piece of caiwafs. 

His religion forbids the Indian to quit his own fhores : he wants no- 
thing from abroad : he is fo far from being follicitous to convert the 
ft ranger to his own opinions, or from wifhing him to affimilate with the 
nation, that if a foreigner were to follicit the privilege of worfhiping 
Viltnou, his propofal would be received with the utmoft contempt. 

Nothing feems to have been wanting to thehappinefs of this na- 
tion, but that others fhould have looked on them with the fame indiffe- 
rence with which they regard the reft of the world. But not content 
with the prefents which nature has (ho veered on their climate, they have 
made improvements when they felt no neccllities. They have culti- 
vated the various and valuable productions of their foil, not to the mea- 

furc 
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fare c n but to that of the wants of all other nations ; they 

have manufactures of linnen to a perfection which furpafles 

the mod exquifite productions of Europe, and have encouraged with 
avidity the annual tributes of gold and filver which tire reft of the world 
conteft for the privilege of fending to them. They have from time im- 
memorial been as addicted to commerce, as they are averfe to war. 
They have therefore always been immenfely rich, and have always re- 
mained incapable of defending their wealth. 


SECTION 
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SECTION II. 

L ONG before Tamerlane, mahomedan princes had entered, made 
j conquefts, and eftablifhed thcmfelvcs in India. 

Vaud, the 6th of the Kalifs named Ommiades, who afeended the 
throne in the year 708 of our /Era, and in the 90th of the Hegira, made 
conquefts in India j fo that the Alcoran was - introduced very early into 
this country. 

Mahmoud, Ion of Sebcgtechin, prince of Gazna, the capital 
of a province feparated by mountains from the north-weft parts of India, 
and lituated near Kandahar, carried the Alcoran with the l'word into In- 
doftau in the year 1000 or 1002 of our /Era. He maintained himfell 
in a vaft extent of territory out of, and ieems to have fubdued as large a 
one in, India, if it is true that he carried his conquefts as far to the fouth 
as tire prefent capital of the kingdom of Viiiapore near Goa. He treated 
the Indians with all the rigor of a conqueror and all the fury of a con- 
verter, plundering treafures, demolifhing temples, and murdering idola- 
ters throughout his rout. His hiftorians are quite extravagant in their 
del'ci iptions of the wealth he found in Indoftan. One of them fays, no 
doubt allegorically, that he found a tree growing out of the earth to. an 
enormous lize, of which the fubftance was pure gold, and this the effedt 
of nature. 

Tiie fucecflbrs of this Mahmoud are called, from the capital of their 
dominions, the dynafty of the Gaznavides, and maintained themlclves in 
a great part of the countries which he had conquered in India until the 
year 1155. or 11 57 * when Kosrou Schah, the 13th and laft prince 
of Gazna, and of the Gaznavidc race, was dc poled by Hussain Gauri, 
fo called from the country in which he was born, Gaur, a province lay- 
ing to the north of Gazna. 
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Tins Huflain founded the dynafty of the Gau rides, which fur- 
nifhed five princes who poffiiFed in and out of India nearly the fame do- 
minions as their predeccflbrs the Gaznavides, and like them made Gazna 
their capital. 


Sl’mcabbedi n t , the 4th of the Gauride emperors, during the life of 
his brother and predeceffor Gaiatiieddin, conquered the kingdoms of 
Multan and Delhi. He drew fuch immenie treasures out of India, that 
his favourite daughter enquiring of the officer who had the care of them, 
to what value they amounted, the treafurer anfwered, that there was the 
weight of three thoufand pounds in diamonds only, by which ihe might 
judge of the reft : after deductions made for oriental exaggeration, we 
may ftill gather from this anecdote, that his conquefts in India had given 
him great wealth. An Indian, rendered defperate by the pollutions and 
inlul ts to which he faw his gods and temples expo fed, made a vow to 
nffaftinate Scheabbedin, and executed it. 

The race of Gau rides finifhed in the year 1212, in the petfon of 
Mahmoud, fucceftor and nephew to Scheabbedin. The days of this 
Mahmoud, like thofe of his uncle, though for a different caufe, were 
cut off by the fwords of affaffins. Whatever dominions Mahmoud pof- 
fefled out of India, he does not feem to have had any great influence in it, 
or even in Gazna itfelf ; he, contrary to the pradice of his predeceffors, 
made not this city the capital of his fovereignty. His uncle Sche- 
abbedin, who had no children*, and was remarkable for a fpirit of adop- 
tion, had prepared the difmemberment of the Indian provinces from the 
empire of Gazna, by giving the government of two of them to two of his 
flaves. Nuflereddin received from him the countries of Multan, Coth- 
beddin-Ibeck thofe of Delhi. At the fame time he made another of his 
flaves, Tagedin-lldiz, governor of Gazna. 

In the year 1214 Mohamed, the 6th Sultan of the dynafty of the 
KiioWarasmians, whofe territories were contiguous to thofe of the 
Gaurides, took Gazna from the flave who had fucceeded the flavc Ta- 

geddin- 
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geddin-Ildiz in the government of that city. But although he conquered 
the capital of their empire, it does not appear that he fixed himftlf in 
the Indian dominions of the Gaurides. He imprudently quarrelled with 
Gj n c i sen a n, and in the year 1218 was compelled to fly before the 
arms of that mighty conqueror. In the year 1220 he died a fugitive, at 
a great diftance from India. 

The brave G e l a l a r> d i n, fon of Mohamed, made head in the pro- 
vince of Gazna againft the forces of Gingifchan : in the year 1221 he 
was lb hard prelfed by them as to be forced to fly into India, where, on the 
weftern banks of the Indus, he was totally defeated by Gingitchan in per- 
ion, but faved his life by fwimming the river with an intrepidity which 
raifed admiration in Gingifchan himfelf. He remained in Multan until 
the year 1224, when he left India never more to return into it. He was 
killed in 123.1 in Mefopotamia. 

With Gelaladdin finilhed the dynafty of the Khowarafmians ; and 
what fit arc Gingifchan or his fucceflors took in the aflairs of Indoftan, we 
have not had the good fortune to difeover. We And that oncTurmcchi- 
rin Chan, Oiled in Tamerlane’s hiftory a descendant of Gengis, and one 
of the great emperors of Alia, penetrated in the year 1 240 to the city of 
Mirte laying to the nortli-eaft of Delhi, and made conquefls which pre- 
ferved great reputation to his name in India, until the appearance of 
Tamerlane; but thefc conquefts did not expel from the fovcrcignty the 
family which at that time reigned in Delhi. 

Cothbeddin-ibeck, the Have of Sheabeddin, rendered himfelf 
iudependant in the fovereignty of Delhi, which had been given to him by 
his mailer only in vicegerence. He extended the mahomedan domi- 
nions, and died peaceably on his throne in the year 1219. He was fuo- 
ceeded by his fon Aram sc ha 11, who was depofed by his father’s flave 
Iletmische Schamseddin. 
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Tins Ilf. tmische conquered from the Have Naflereddin the pro- 
vinces which compofed the new kingdom of Multan. By uniting to the 
provinces of Delhi, and by governing all thcle dominions in perfon without 
interefting himtclf in what palled out of India, he became the firft regular 
and the moft powerful mahomedan monarch who had hitherto reigned 
in Indoftan. He died in the year 1235. 

II 1 s defeendants formed the dynafty of the firft mahomedan kings 
of Delhi. 

Firouzschah Rocnrcijjn fuccecded his father Iletmifchc, and 
before he had reigned a year vyas depofed by his difeontented grandees, 
who placed his lifter Rad hi ateddin upon the throne; an extraor- 
dinary phenomenon in a mahomedan government. This female love- 
reign was, after various adventures, dcpol'ed by her brother Beharam Schah, 
and killed in attempting to make her efcape from him. 

Beharam Sciiaii, after reigning two years, was killed in a revolt. 
Massoudschah A i. at: n d 1 n, fon of Firouz Schah Rocncddin, then 
mounted the throne, and in the year 1246 was depofed by his brother 
Mahmoud Schah Narsereddin, who made great conquefts in 
India. 

After the death of Mahmoud Naflereddin, Firouz his uncle and 
Alaeddin his nephew difputed the throne. Aiaeddin cauled Firouz 
to be aflaflinated, and remained in poflfeflion of the throne of Delhi until 
the year 1317. 

Here we arrive at a chafm of near 80 years in the hiflory of thele 
kings, which our guide Monf. D’Herbelot could not find materials to fill 
up. Sultan Mahmoud, who reigned at Delhi in the year 1398, is ftiled 
by Tamerlane’s hiftorian the grandlon of the emperor Firouz Schah, con- 
cerning which Firouz Schah we can determine nothing more than that 
he was of the family of Ilctmifche, 
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Maiimoud Schah, a weak prince, was governed abfolutcly by 
his vizir Mellon Cuwn, who placed his brother Sarenk in the govern- 
ment of the provinces which depended on the city of Multan, and the 
two brothers between them ruled the whole kingdom, without any other 
than a nominal interpofition of their fovercign. 

The Mirza Pir Mohammed Oehanguir had in the year 1392 received 
from his grandfather Tamerlane the fovereientv of all the countries which 

O \Tsj 

had formed the empire of Mahmoud the Ivhowarafmian, whom Gengif- 
vhan conquered, and who was father of the brave Gelaleddin. Pir Mo- 
hammed, at the end of the year 1397, or the beginning of the vear 139?, 
let out from his capital of Gazna, advanced with a numerous army to 
Multan, and laid liege to the city, which was well defended by Sarenk. 

During the ficge Tamerlane was advancing from Samar- 
ennde. He entered India at the end of the year 1 398, defeending more 
terrible than all its inundations from the center of the northern part of 
the Indian Caucasus. This invincible barbarian met with no refinance 
from the Indians lufiicicnt to juflify, even by the military maxims of Tar- 
tars, the cruelties with which he marked his way. lie was joined near 
Multan by his grandfon, who had now taken that city, and took in per- 
fon the Arong fortrels of Batnir ; after which he marched towards Delhi. 
Here lultan Mahmoud, with his vizir, had the courage to Hand their 
ground, determined to rifk. a battle with forces every way inferior to their 
enemies. 

Tamerlane, when in fight of their army, ordered a hundred thou- 
fund prifoners, which his own army had gathered in their rout, to be put to 
death, becaul'e they were idolaters, and becaule feme of thefe wretches had 
betrayed Symptoms of fatisfa&ion at the fight of a ikirmith which 
had been fought with a party of fultan Mahmoud’s cavalry. As thefe 
marks of difaffedtion had raifed the apprehension of a general in fur reft ion 
of the Haves, during the battle which was now impending, Tamerlane 

enforced 
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enforced his order with the greatcft rigour, and it was executed with the 
utmoft exactitude. 

Two or three days after this maftacre, Tamerlane gave battle, and 
was, as ever, victorious. Sultan Mahmoud and his vizir fled into Delhi, 
and in the night tied out of it. 

Delhi was taken without refinance, and its inhabitants were fubjeCted 
to the fame pillage and cruelties, which wc have feen renewed in this cen- 
tury by Thamas Kouli Khan in the prefent capital of Indoftan, which, 
although bearing the fame name, is not fituated exactly on the lame l'pot 
as the antient Delhi. 

After having made the regulations necelfary to calm tiie convulfions 
which his cruelties had raifed in the inhabitants of the metropolis of Indo- 
ftan, Tamerlane marched to the north-eaft towards the Ganges, not without 
rcfiflance maintained in fome places with refolution, in all in vain. He crof- 
ted the Ganges at Toglipoor, and expofing his perfon in every fkirmitli that 
offered with the fpirit of a volunteer, advanced to the ftraights of Kupele, 

At the foot of the mountains called Kentafli, in the country of Thibet, 
and in that part of them which lays between the thirty-firft and thirty— 
lecoijd degree of latitude and between the ninety-eighth and the hundredth 
degree of longitude, the Ganges, formed from fcvcral fourccs, paffes fuc- 
ccflively two great lakes, and flows to the well until the oppolition of a 
part of the Indian Caticafus turns it to the fouth, and foon after to the 
fouth-eaft, when at length flowing due fouth, and having completed 
in thefe various directions a courfe of two hundred leagues, it enters 
India by forcing its patlage through the mountains of the frontier. 

The pais through which the Ganges difembogues itfelf into Indoftan 
is called the ftraights of Kupele, which are diftant from Delhi about 30 
Leagues, in the longitude of 9.6, and in the latitude of 30. 2. Thefe 
ftraights are believed by the Indians, who look very little abroad, to be the 

1 fources 
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fourccs of the Ganges; and a rock 15 miles diftant from them, bearing 
ibme refemblancc to the head of a cow, has joined in the fame part of the 
kingdom two very important objects of their religion ; the grand image 
of the animal which they aim oft venerate as a divinity, and the firll 
appearance of that immenfe body of holy water which walhes away all 
their fins. 

A great multitude of Indians were aflembled, probably for the ce- 
lebration of a fcaft, at the {freights of Kupele; They made forac {hew 
of reliftance againft Tamerlane’s army, but were no iboncr attacked than 
dilpcrfed. The field of this victory is the moft diftant tarn of Tamer- 
lane’s conquefts in India and on the globe. 

He now prepared to return to his capital of Samarcande, and repaired 
the (binges; after which he directed his march along the foot of mount 
Oaucaius, until he arrived at the fouthern frontiers of Kaihmire,. the 
mahomedan king of which country fent ambaftadors to make fubmif- 
fion. As this rout was through countries which the army had not 
hitherto palled, the fword was not yet fheathed, but large detachments 
were making cxcurficns to the louth, whilft Tamerlane rel'erved to him- 
felf the talk of fubduing the mountaineers who made any reliftance, or 
refilled to acknowledge his fovercignty.. 

From the frontiers of Kalhmirc to the frontiers of Indoftan, the 
army palled through countries which had fubmitted to Tamerlane at his 
entrance into India ; and the march out of India was through tire moun- 
tains of Sheberto, a part of the Caucalus. From hence Tamerlane 
haftened to Samarcande. 1 laving repoled a few months in this capital 
of his vaft dominions, he let out on the great expedition in which he 
fubdued Syria and the Kalif of Egypt, vanquished Bujazet, and by the 
addition of thefe conquefts to thofe he had made before, render’d hirnfelf 
lord of an empire which extended from Smyrna to the banks of the 
Ganges. 


Tamer- 
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Tamerlane never returned into India, but added the conquefts 
he had made in it to the government of his grandl'on Pir Mohammed Ge- 
hanguir, who ruled from Gazna the mahoinedan dominions of Indoitan 
until the death of his grandfather, which happened in the year 
i40.j. An event in which fo many princes were interefted did not 
fail to raife great commotions amongfl the princes of his family. On 
his death-bed Tamerlane named Pir Mohammed Gehan Ghir the 
univerfal heir of all his dominions. The contempt with which his will 
was treated after his death, was equal to the veneration which had been 
paid to his authority during his life. The Sultan Khalil, another of his 
grandfons, immediately took pollelfion of the capital of Samar cande, and 
proclaimed himfclf emperor. Pir Mohammed did not live long enough 
to affert his rights, but was a (Tallin ated lix months after the death of his 
grandfather. 

The Sultan Sharock, the youngefl of the two furviving fens of 
Tamerlane, fucccqded to the inheritance deiigned for Gehanguir : he 
reigned near 42 years, during which the conquells of his father in India 
feemed to have remained in fubjedtion to his authority. 

There is in Europe a very fine hiftory of the life of this prince, and of 
his defendants, continued to the year 1 497. There are likewife in England 
materials fufficient to form a biftory of the dependancc in which India 
remained to the poderity of Tamerlane, until one of them credit'd the 
new dy natty of mahomedan emperors in Indoitan, which is that of the 
prefent Great Moguls but thefc tradts, hitherto little regarded by thofe, 
whole fortunes alone could furnilh the expence of prelenting them to 
the public in languages of common ufe, remain out of the reach of 
public curiofity by the difficulties attending the Itudy of thofe in which 
they are written, 

A few feraps detached from one another by confiderable intervals of 
time, and by fubjedts of little connexion with each other, would be of 

little 
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little ufe to guide us through fuch a length of obfcurity as that in which 
we view at prefent the hiftory of Tamerlane’s fucccflors in India, until 
the time of Sultan Babr : and this obfcurity muft remain, until the origi- 
nal hidorfes brought into England by Mr. Frazer, or others equivalent 
to them, fhall be publifhed. 

The Sultan Babr was the 6th in defcent, not from Sharoch, but 
from the Mirza Miran Schah, another of the fons of Tamerlane j this 
Babr, yielding to die conqueds of the Ufbeg 'Tartars, retired from the 
country of Mawhranhar towards India : after making feveral expeditions 
into Indoftan, he at lad in the year 1526 defeated Sultan Ibrahim Loudi 
and became emperor of Delhi. Who Sultan Ibrahim Loudi was, will 
in all probability be known, when the commentaries of Sultan Babr, 
wrote by himfelf, and which are at Oxford, ihall be tranflated. After 
making dill farther conqueds in Indodan, Sultan Babr died near Agra 
in the December of the year 1530. 

The pride of the Great Moguls defcended from Sultan Babr, in 
vaunting in their titles and on all other occafions, their defcent from 
Tamerlane, has given rife to the common belief, that the throne of Delhi 
and the whole extent of the conqueds made by Tamerlane in India, 
were maintained by his poderity in a regular filiation, and without in- 
terruption. But fuch a fuccedlon would have given no room for Sultan 
Bahr’s conqueds over a dranger, as Sultan Loudi appears to be, and would 
have excluded him from the honor of being the founder of the prefent 
dynady of Great Moguls. 

Homaion fucceeded to his father Babr, and in 1540 ded into Periia 
! id ore the Aftghans, whom we imagine to have been the Mahomcdun 
iubjeds of Sultan Ibrahim Loudi conquered by Babr. By the adidancc 
of the king of Perda Homaion recovered his empire in 1 555, and died 
in J556. Before his flight he had conquered and added to the Mogul 
dominions the kingdoms of Guzerat and Malva 5 and what was dill 
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a more important acquifition, Jiad rendered himfelf mafter of the rich 
kingdom of Bengal. 

Ac bar fucceeded his father Homaion, and died after a reign of near 
50 years in 1605. lie extended the empire, but not far enough to the 
tbuthward to prevent him from vouchfafing to flile the king of Portugal 
his neighbour, in virtue of the territories poiTdled by that nation near 
Goa on the coaft of Malabar. 

To Acbar fucceeded his foil Jehanguir who died in 1627. A weak, 
prince enflaved by the influence of his miftrefs Nourjehan, confined in 
his perfon, and conftrained in his government, by the ambition of his fon 
Gehan Schah. Sir Thomas Roe was fent embaflfador to Jehanguir by 
king James the firft. 

S'chah Gehan fuccecded to his father Jehanguir; and after a reign 
fuccefsful until the change of his fortunes, to which a flcknels of languor 
occafioned by intemperance in his feraglio gave rife, was depofed and 
confined by his fon Aurengzchc, and died in 1666. 

There is not a more curious piece of hiflory than that of the re- 
bellion of Aurcngzebe againft his father, written by Mr, Bernier. After 
having murdered his three brothers and feme of their children, to ac- 
quire the throne, Aurengzebe maintained himfelf in it near 50 years, 
with fo drib! an attention to the government of his empire, as entitles 
him to be ranked with the ablcft princes, who have reigned in any age 
or country. He conquered more than half the provinces of the Penin- 
fula of India in perlon, and his viceroys conquered or fuhjcdtcd almoft 
all the reft, the fea coafts of Malabar excepted. The revenues of the 
empire amounted in his time to near thirty-eight millions of pounds 
ilcrling. He died in 1707. 

But all the abilities of Aurcngzebe did not give to him the power 
of iecuring his crown to one of his Ions in preference to the red, 

and 
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and it appears by his will that he forelaw the con t efts which enfued 
amongft them after his death. His foils Azem Schah, and Mahomed 
Mauzm fought at the head of armies not equalled fince the time of 
Tamerlane. That of Mahomed Mauzm conliftcd of more than three 
hundred thoufand fighting men, of which one hundred and lirty thoufand 
were cavalry. Azem, who feems by his father’s will to have been the fa- 
vourite, was defeated and killed, and Mauzm was proclaimed emperor, 
under the title of Bah aor Schah, after which he attacked his brother 
Kaunbukfh, who was taken prifoncr and died of his wounds. Bahadr 
Schah died after reigning about fix years according to Mr. Frazer. 

Or four foils which furvived their father Bahadr Schah, three joined 
againfl the other, defeated and killed him, and then Jehander Schah 
feparated from the other two, defeated and put them to death ; after which 
he was proclaimed emperor ; but as he was a very weak prince, and in- 
fatuated by his miflrefs Lai Koar, who had been a public finger two 
brothers the principal men of his court dethroned him, and placed on the 
throne Mahomed Furrukshir fon to Azem Schah, the prince who fell 
the fiill of the three brothers, by whole deaths Jehander Schah acquired 
the crown. 


We know not what term to give to the reign of Jehander Schah the 
predeccllor of Fumikfhir, as Mr. Frazer who is now the guide to whom 
we are tnofl indebted for the h if lory of this dynaflv, kerns to have made 
a miftake in the chronology of this pciiod. Aurcngzc! e is laid to 
have died in February 1707, and Mahomed Futrukihir in Ftlruary J719, 
which dates give an interval of twelve years. At the iiunc time Bahadr 
Schah the fuccdlbr of Aurcngzcbc is laid to have reigned about fix year , 
Mahomed Furruklhir the fucceifor of Jchandar Schah to have reigne l 
feven : So that we have in the reigns of theie two princes, without file 
interpofition of Jehander Schah, more than the term which elapfed be- 
tween the deaths of Aurengzebe and Mahomed Furruklhir, whole uc. tlis 
are afeertained by dates. Mr. Frazer has not afeertained the term of 
Jehander Schah’s reign, but if thole of Behadr Schah and Furruklhir 

I) 2 could 



20 


jd Dissertation 9ft the TZflahltJhntenti 

could be authentically reduced into the fpace to which they muft be con- 
fined, it would be fufficient according to the ideas of Mogul hiftory, 
that Jehander Schah only accomplilhed the ceremony of being placed 
on the throne of Delhi, to entitle him to be ranked in the lift of its 
tnonarchs. 

Bv that depcndance to the great men of the kingdom to which their 
contefts for the crown had reduced the defeendants of Aurengzebc, the 
emperors elected, although defpotic with the multitude, afeended the 
throne in bonds, and were in reality nothing more than the llaves ot 
their minifters. 

Still the blood of Tamerlane continued to be held in too great ve- 
neration throughout the empire, to permit any others than his defeen- 
dants to entertain the thoughts of afeendiftg the throne with impunity, 
Thdfc who flood neareft to the throne, in virtue of their offices and 
power, were therefore contented to rule the empire as they plead d, by 
(hewing to the people a pompous fovcrcign, who in reality commanded 
nothing but the women of his lcraglio. 

Furruckshir was the firft of the Great Moguls, whole father had 
not been emperor, and we fliall foon fee more examples of this oblique 
lucceffion. The fame lords who had raifed, depofed him as a mealure 
ncceflary to their own fecurity. Not content with confining him, they 
put out his eyes ; but even this degree of imbecillity and wretched nefs 
to which they had reduced an emperor of Indoftan did not appefcfe their 
fears or refentments, for they murdered him on the 1 6th of February 
1719, after overwhelming him with a thoufand indignities and infults. 

The depofers of Furruckfhir placed qn the throne his coufin german 
Raffeih al Dirjat fon of Rafifeih al Shan, one of the brothers from 
whom the emperor Jehander Schah won the crown. Raffeih al Dirjat 
w r as taken out of the caftle in which thofe of the royal family who are 
not murdered are fuffered to live. This change of his fortunes was not 

more 
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more extraordinary than it was of fhort duration, for the fame difpofers 
of the throne who had made him emperor, murdered him when he had 
fcarcely reigned three months. 

They lent for his brother Raffeiah al Dowlet, in all appearance from 
out of the fame retreat from which they had taken his predeceffor, to 
fucceed Raffeih al Dirjat. The reign of this emperor was of ihorter 
duration than that of his brother, for he died within a few days after he 
had been placed on the throne, and his death was net fulpe&ed to be 
the effect of poifon. 

Mahomed Schah was now proclaimed by the two brothers Abdullah 
Khan, and Hoflan Ally Khan, whom we have feen powerful enough 
to make four and depole five emperors of Indoftan. If there were no 
interreigns we have likewife feen four emperors on the throne in the fpacc 
of four months. » 

Mahomed Schah was fon of Jehan Schah, another of the three 
princes who periihed in difputing the crown with their brother Jehandar 
Schah. So that a fon of each of thefe three unfortunate princes became 
emperor only to be as unfortunate as his father. 

Bur the greateft humiliation if not the moll tragical exit was referved 
for Mahomed Schah. The beginning of his reign was not without a 
ilroke of authority in the mode of eallern politics. The courtiers to pleafe 
him affaflinated Holfan Ally Khan one of the two brothers whofe hands 
had been imbrued in fo much of the blood of his family. 

The other brother Abdullah Khan immediately appeared in arms, and 
oppofed another emperor of his own nomination to Mahomed Schah. 
A battle enfued, in which Abdullah was taken prifoner. He died three 
months afterwards of his wounds ; and it is faid, that he had received 
the affurancc of his pardon from Mahomed Schah, which, if true, is 

i an 
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an example of clemency very rarely found in the politics of Afiatic 
monarchs. 

The removal of two fuch dangerous enemies to the throne, placed 
Mahomed Schah in pofleffion of it with a fecurity unknown to his prede- 
celfors, fince the reign of Aurengzebe ; but this fecurity ferved only to 
render him unworthy of it. Indolent, lenfual, and irrefolute, he voluntarily 
gave to favourites as great a degree of power, as that which the minifters 
of the throne had lately poffeffed in defiance of the will of their fovercigns. 
The fatal moment approached, in which a foreigner was to determine 
whether he fhould exterminate the race of Tamerlane, and annex the 
riehell empire of the univerfe to his own. The favourites of Mahomed 
Schah quarrelled with Nizam al Muluck the viceroy of the louthern pro- 
vinces, who had under his jurifdidtion very near a fourth part of the 
empire, and who without rebellion had rendered himfclf al moil inde- 
pendant of the emperor. Bred under the eye of Aurengzebe, Nizam al 
Muluck cenl'ured openly and in the ftrongefi. terms, the lcthargick ami 
pufillanimous adminiftration, as well as the protiigate and difiolutc man- 
ners of the court of Mahomed Schah. At latl pretending that there 
could be no remedy to fuch defperatc evils, hut in a total revolution of 
the empire, he advifed Thamas Kouli Khan, who had ufurped the throne; 
of Perlia, to come and take pofleflion of that of Indoftanj and Thamas 
Kouli Khan followed his advice. 

Mr. Frazer has left us an authentic account of this extraordinary 
revolution. An army fainifhed by its own numbers, commanded hy 
chiefs unanimous in nothing but their umvillingncfs to fight, and theie 
by an emperor who could, not command his fears, fuhmittcd to 
enemies whom they outnumbered five to one : but thefc enemies had 
been inured to conflicts under tjie moll defperate foldier of the age, and 
were rendered invincible by the expectation of plundering the capital 
of the richell empire in the world. A fkirmifh decided the fate of this 
empire. Mahomed Schah laid his regalia at the feet of Thamas Kouli 
j Khan 
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Khan, who took pofleflton of Delhi, plundered it, and maflacred a 
hundred thoufand of its inhabitants. 

Tiie conqueror referving to himfelf all the countries lying to the weft- 
ward of the rivers Indus and Attock, reftored all the reft to Mahomed 
Schah, ami reinftated him in the throne with formalities ; after which 
he returned to Perlia, carrying with him out of Indoftan a treafure, 
which in efifeds, iilver, gold and jewels, was valued at more than le- 
venty millions of pounds ftcrling. lie entered India from Kandahar in 
the beginning of the year 173d, and returned -to Kandahar at the end of 
the year 1739. Thisdtcadful incurfion is reckoned to have coft Indoftan, 
befides its tre.d'ures, the lufs of two hundred thoufand lives. 

The cruelties excrciled in India by Thamas Kouli Khan, were fuch 
that a dervifo had the courage to prefent a writing to h.im, conceived in 
thefe terms : “ If thou art a god, ad as a god j if thou art a prophet, 
“ condud us in the way of falvation; if thou art a king, rendef the 
“ people happy, and do not deftroy them.” To which the barbarian 
replied, “ I am no god, to ad as a god •, nor a prophet, to fhew the way 
“ of l'alvation ; nor a king, to render the people happy *, but I am he 
“ whom God fends to the nations which he has determined to vilitwiih 
“ Ins wrath.” 
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SECTION III. 

T HE northern nations of India, although idolaters, having fcarce a 
religion, when compared to the multitude of fuperflitions and ce- 
remonies which charaderife the inhabitants of the fouthern countries, were 
eafily induced to embrace Mahomedanifm,and are at this day the A Afghans 
or Pitans, who figure fo much in all the late revolutions of Delhi. Ex- 
cepting thefe, few of the other Indians have been converted. 

The armies which made the firfl conquefls for th| heads of the 
refpedtive dyn allies, or for other incurfors, left behind them numbers of 
Mahomedans, who, feduced by a finer climate and a richer country, for- 
got their own. 

The Mahomedan princes of India naturally gave a preference to the 
fervice of men of their own religion, who, from whatever country they 
came, were of a more vigorous conflitution than the flouted of the fub- 
jeded nation : this preference lias continually encouraged adventurers 
from Tartary, Perfia, and Arabia, to feek their fortunes under a govern- 
ment, from which they were fure of receiving greater encouragement 
than they could exped at home. 

From thefe origins, time has formed in India a mighty nation of near 
ten millions of Mahomedans, whom Europeans call Moors : to them, 
under the authority of the Great Mogul, the greatcfl part of Indoflan is 
now fubjed : but, although the reigning nation, they are outnumbered 
by the Indians ten to one. 

This inferiority of number, has obliged the Mahomedans to leave, in 
all parts of Indoflan?' many Indian princes in poflefllon of their rcfpec- 
tive fcvcrcignties, which they are permitted to govern without molefla- 
tion, on coqdition that they pay the flipulatcd tribute, and do not 
* infringe 
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infringe any other of the articles of the treaties by which they or their 
anceilors have acknowledged the fovereignty of the Great Mogul. Thefe 
Indian princes are called Rajas, i. e. kings : more than one half of the 
empire is at this day fubjedt to thefe Rajas, of which lbme are princes 
of very fmall territories, and others, fuch as Jaffeing and Jeflem- 
feing mentioned by Mr. Bernier in the hiftory of Aurengzebe, as 
alfo the kings of Myfore and Tanjore mentioned in the hiftory of the 
prefent wars of Coromandel, poffefs dominions larger than thole of the 
kings of Pruffia and Portugal. Many of them pretend to great an- 
tiquity of family, and one, whom the emperor Acbar conquered, 
boafted his defeent from Porus* 

Besides the Indians who refide in the territories of the Rajas, there 
are every where fecn great numbers of them in thofe parts of the coun- 
try which are immediately fubjedt to the Great Mogul without the inter- 
poll tion of an Indian prince to govern them. They are the only cultiva- 
tors of the land, and the only manufadturers of the immenfc quantities of 
linnen which are made in the empire infomuch that at a diftance from 
the capital cities, the great trading towns, the encampments of armies, 
and the high roads, it is rare to fee in the villages or fields a Mahome- 
dan employed in any thing except levying contributions or adting in 
fome other refpedt as an officer of the Great Mogul. 

Intelligent enquirers affert that there are no wiitten laws amongft 
the Indians, but that a few maxims tranfmitted by tradition fupply the 
place of fuch a code in the difeuffion of civil caufes ; and that the an- 
cient pradtice, corrcdted on particular occafions by the good fenfe of the 
judge, decides absolutely in criminal ones. In all cafes derived from the 
relations of blood, the Indian is worthy to be trailed with the greatell 
confidence ; but in cafes of property, in which this relation does not ex ill, 
as a cunning fubtil people they are perpetually in difputes •, and for the 
want of a written code the jufticc or injultice of thcdecifion depends on 
the integrity or venality of the judge. Hence the parties prefer to fubmit 
their caufe to the decifion of arbitrators chofe by themfelves, rather than 
to that of the officers appointed by the government. 
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The Alcoran is to the Mahomedans at once the fource of their religi- 
ous inftitutions, of tlieir civil law, and of the adminiftration of juftice 
in criminal calcs. 'I'he two fill of thefe Iveads have been as copioufly 
commented on as in any religion or government whatfoever. 

The Mulla in Xndoftan fuperintends the practice and punilhes the 
breach oi’ religious duties, the Cadi holds courts in which are tried all 
difputes of property, and the Catvval is the judge and executor of juft ice 
in criminal cafes. 

An accurate defeription of the functions allotted to the Cadi and the 
Mulla, would require a volume, which we have not materials to furnifh ; 
and if furnifhed, this volume would leave us but imperfectly informed of 
the general adminiftration ot juftice in the calcs fuppofed to fall under 
the jurililidtion of thefe oflicers ; lince the fovereign or his delegate perpe- 
tually wrefts all kinds of caules from tlic common forms of trial, and 
decides them himfelf without appeal. Some notion of the Catwal is 
given by Mr. Thevenot : the punilliments inflidted by this tribunal, are 
different from thole prclcribcd by the Alcoran ; from the precepts of 
which the Catvval likewife deviates in excrciling the torture, and it con- 
tradicts them, in being always open to bribery. 

We lee in thofe parts of Indoftan which are frequented by the Euro- 
pean nations, the cuftoms or laws which regard lands fubjedt to contradic- 
tions noteafily rcconcileable. The hufbandman who poflefles a few fields has 
the power of felling and bequeathing them, at the fame time that the diftridt 
in which thefe fields are included is annually let out by the government 
to a renter, who pays a certain fum of money to the lord of the country, 
and receives from the cultivator a certain part of his harvefts. The 
renter fometimes quarrels with the hufbandman, and difplaces him from 
his pofleflions : clamours as againft: the higheft degree of injuftice enfue ; 
the prince interferes, and generally redrefles the poor man, who has fb 
much need of fupport in fuch a caufe of mifery ; and if he fails to give 
this proof of his inclination to juftice, he is held in execration, and 
deemed capable of any iniquity. 
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In all the countries abfolutely fubje&ed, the Great Mogul diles him- 
folf proprietor of all the lands, and gives portions of them at will 
as revenues for life to his feudatories ; but dill thefo grants take not 
away from the cultivator the right of falc and bequeft. The policy of 
all the Indian governments of Indoflan, as well as that of the Great 
Mogul, feems to confid more in a perpetual attention to prevent any one 
family from obtaining great poflcfiions, than in the intention of making 
(laves of the body of the people ; for fuch a flavery would (oon leave 
the monarch little grandeur to boad of, and few fubjedts to command. 
As all acquifitions of land are fubjedt to the infpedlion of the government, 
the man who diould attempt to make himfelf proprietor of a large edate 
in land, would be refufed the certificates neceflary to put him in pofiefi- 
fion, and would be marked as a vidtiin necelfary to be facrificed to the 
policy of the (late. From what we fee in the hiflories of this and other 
e adorn countries, the violences committed amongd the great, lead us to 
think that the man of more humble condition is fubjedt to dill greater 
violences 3 when, on the contrary, this humility is the bed of protec- 
tions. 

Tue Feudatory, by the acceptance of a certain title and the penfion 
which accompanies it, acknowledges the Great Mogul his heir. No 
man, from the Vizir downwards, has any trud of importance repofed 
in him but on thefo terms, and on his deceafo the whole of his property 
that can be found is feized for the ufe of the emperor, who gives back to 
the family what portion he pleafos. The edates of all who are not feu- 
datories defcend to the natural heirs. 

These barriers railed againd the aggrandizement of particular families 
became abfolutely neceflary in a date, neceflltated to repofe very great 
truds in particular men. 

The whole extent of Indodan is not' divided into more than twenty - 
four provinces : each of thefo include fcveral Indian principalities. A 
very large army ready to move at the fird warning was found neceflary to 
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coerce the Raja’s ; the lame force divided under Several diitindl command- 
ers would have been ineffectual. Hence it was necefiary to give a large 
trail of country to the government of a lingle officer, or to relinquish 
the defign of extending the dominion. 

This officer, now well known in Europe by the title of Nabob, was 
made fubjeil to the controul of others who rcfided in the province with 
him, and over whom he had no authority. The fovereign referved to 
himlell the power of life and death. Civil cauies were referved to the Cadi, 
and the revenues and cxpences of the province were Subject to the 
examination of the Duan, who managed the cufloins and took poffellion 
for the emperor of the eflates of the feudatories who died. The Great 
Mogul gave the government of the Strongest holds in the province to go- 
vernors who were in nothing Subject to the Nabob. He was called to 
c ourt, kept there, or translated into another government, whenever the 
ministry thought thele changes necefiary ; and there was a time when 
they were fo frequent, that a new Nabob left Delhi riding contrary to 
the ufual manner with his back turned to the head of his elephant, and 
gave for a rcafon, “ That he was looking out for his fucccSTor.” 

The divifions of the royal family gave the Nabobs of provinces 
diflant from the capital, opportunities of acquiring a liability in their go- 
vernments, and the court was now content to receive a Stipulated fum, in 
lieu of the real revenues of the province, in which the Nabob became little 
lefs than abfolute, and had nothing to fear but an army from Delhi, which 
was always coming, and never came. But even before they arrived at 
this State of independance, we find them cxercifing the cruel caprices 
of defpotifm, on wretches too weak to raife their complaints to the 
throne. Mandleflow tells a Story of a Nabob who cut off the heads 
of a fet of dancing girls, that is, of a company of very handSome wo- 
men, becaufe they did not come to his palace on the firft fummons. In 
Tavernier we fee a man, who murders his wife, four children, and thir- 
teen Slaves, and is left unpunished, becaufe he is the perlon on whom 
the Nabob relied for the cure of a distemper. 


The 
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The relations of all the travellers into Indoftan abound with examples 
of the vices of tliefe princes. It has been obferved, that all the Ma- 
homedans eftablifhed in India acquire, in the third generation, the in- 
dolence and pufillanimity of the original inhabitants, and at the fame 
time a cruelty of character to which the Indians arc at prefent happily 
flrangers. Hence we arc aim oft induced to give aflent to the opinion, 
that the prohibition of (bedding blood of any kind, inculcated by the 
Indian religion, was a political inftitution, vvjfcly calculated to change 
into gentler manners the fanguinary difpolitiOn, which is faid to have 
charatlcrifed all the inhabitants of Indoftan before the religion of Brama 
was introduced amongft tliem. 


‘ The End of the D 1 s s e k t a tio.\!! 
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INTRODUCTION. 

T HE English eflablifhments in the kingdom of 
Indoftan are divided into three governments, in- 
dependant of each other. Bombay commands 
the factories on the weftern fide of the pcninfula, com- 
monly called the Malabar coaft^ together with thofe in 
Perlia: the eflablifhments and pofl'eftions on the eaflern 
or Coromandel coaft are under the government of Ma- 
drafs : and thofe in Bengal depend on Calcutta. From 
the year 1 7 4.5 to the conclufion of the late peace, the 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Englifh have been continually engaged in war, in one 
or other of thefe divifions : and the prefervation of their 
commerce in the Eaft Indies abfolutely depended on 
the conduct and fucccfs of the wars of Coromandel and 
Bengal. We have therefore thought that a general hif- 
tory of their military tranfa&ions in Indoftan, during 
tin's period, would not be unacceptable to the public ; 
more efpecjally as .there is no part of the world in 
which the Britifh arms have, of late years, acquired 
more honour, 
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Til!' WAR OF COROMANDE L. 

rpIIE war declared between Great Britain and France in 1744, 
J. extended its operations to the lcttlements of the two nations in 
India : peace was no looner rcllored to them by the treaty ol Aix-la- 
Chnpelle, than they took up arms againi! one another, on the coaft of 
C I'omamlel, as allies to two Moonlit lords contending for the pol- 
fedion of tite province of Carnatica. The competition between thele 
lords had its rile in events, which happened ieveral years before the 
Imn'iih ( i r l 1 tench took part in it ; it tnereioic becomes neccibii^ to 
delu'ihc tbofe events-, and as the government, policy, and cultoms 
of the nations of Indollan difter greatly from thole oi Furope, we lnall 
endeavour, in the courfe of our narrative, to give as much ot their cha- 
r.ielcr and manners, as appears necefiary lor the intelligence ol the tails 
which we r. late. 

Moll of the the countries which have been conquered by die Great 
Mogul in the pcninfula of India, are comprized under one viceroyalty, 
called from its lituation the Decan, or loath. From the word Soubah, 
fignitying a province, the viceroy ot this vail territory, is called Soubah- 
dar, and hy Furopcans improperly Soubah. Ol the countries under his 
iuritdidion, fome are entirely luhjeoted to the throne of Delhi, and 
governed by Mahomedans, whom Furopcans as improperly call Moors ; 
whiUl others remain under the government of their original Indian 
p: dices or Rajahs, and are luffcred to follow their ancient modes on 
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condition of paying tribute to the Great Mogul. The Mooriilt gover- 
nors dependant on the Soubah, affumc, when treating with their infe- 
riors, the title of Nabob, which fignifies Deputy : but this in the vc- 
gifters of the throne is fynonimous to Souhalidar, and the greatefl part 
of thofe who Ih'le themfelves Navahs, or Nabobs, are ranked at Delhi 
under the title of Phous-dar, which is much inferior to that which 
they a (Tii me, fignifying no more than the commander of a body of 
forces. The Europeans eflablilhed in the territories of thefe Pfeudo- 
Nabobs (if we may be allowed the expreffion) following the example 
of the natives with whom they have mod intcrcourfe, have agreed in 
giving them the title the)? fo much affetf. In deference therefore to 
the cuftom which has prevailed, we (hall leave them in po hellion of 
it, and in the courfe of our narration lhall diflinguifh the great viceroy 
by that of Soubah. 

A Nabob ought to hold his commiffion from Delhi, and if at his 
death a fucceflor has not been previously appointed by the Great Mogul, ' 
the Soubah has the right of naming a perfon to adminifler tire Nabob- 
fhip until the will of the Sovereign is known j but a Nabob thus ap- 
pointed by a Soubah is not deemed authentically eflablilhed until he 
is confirmed from Delhi. The Soubah receives from the feveral Na- 
bobs the annual revenues of the crown, and remits them to the treafury 
of the Empire. The Nabobs arc obliged to accompany him in all military 
expeditions within the extent of his viccroyalty, but not in any with- 
out that extent. Thefe regulations were intended to place them in 
fuel) a Hate of dependance on the Soubah as fhould render them fuh- 
fervient to the intercfls of the Empire, and at the fame time leave 
them in a ftate of indepcndance, which would render it difficult for the 
Soubah to make ufe of their affiftance to brave the throne. 

The conftitution of the Mogul Empire began to lofe its vigour im- 
mediately after the death of Aurengzebe, the ablefl: monarch that ever 
reigned over Indoftan ; but fince the dreadful incurfxon of the Pcrlians 
under Thamas Kouli Khan, it has declined daily more and more : lb 
that during the lall fifty years, Soubahs have been Icon to maintain 
themfelves in their governments againft the will of the throne, and 
have confcquently appointed Nabobs under them with as little regard 
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to its authority ; Nabobs likewile have kept pofleffion of theijj govern- 
ments in oppofition both to the Sou bah and the throne ; and what is 
more extraordinary in the offices of a defpotic ftate, both Soubahs and. 

Nabobs have named the'r fucceffors, who have often fucceedcd with 
as little oppofition as if they had been the heirs apparent of an heredi- 
tary dominion. What we have faid of the government of the fouthern 
provinces, is equally applicable to all the other Soubahfhips of the 
Empire. 

The Carnatic is one of the mofl confidcrable Nabobfhips dependant 
on the Soubah of the Decan: from its capital it i's likewile named the 
province of Arcot ; - but its prefen t limits 1 ai’e greatly inferior to thole 
which bounded the ancient Carnatic before it was conquered by the 
Great Mogul ; for we do not find that the Nabobs of Arcot have ever 
extended their authority beyond the river Gondegama to the north, the 
great chain of mountains to the weft, and the borders of the kingdoms 
of Tritchanopoly, Tanjore, and My lore to the fouth. The lea bounds 
it to the call. It was not before the beginning of the prelcnt century 
that this country was entirely reduced by the Moors. 

Sudatulla, a regular and acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, having 1710* 
no ifliic, adopted the two Ions of his brother ; appointing the elder, 
Doaft-ally, to fuuVLti in the Nabobfliip; and conferring on the younger, 
linker-ally, the government of Vclore ; he likewile directed that Gulam 
Ilallain, the nephew of his favourite wife, lliould be Duan or prime 
mini Her to his lucccfibr. Having reigned from the year 17x0 to 1732, 1732- 

lie died much regretted by his fubjcdls. 

The difpolitions lie had made were fulfilled without oppofition or 
difficulty; but Niznm-al-muluck, the Soubah ol the louthcm provinces, 
beheld the acceffion of Doaft-ally with avcrlion, lince it took cifedt vvith- 
out that deference to his authority which he was determined to 
eftablilh throughout all the governments under his jurifdidtion. The 
jealoufy of this powerful lupcrior prevented Doaft-ally from procuring 
a regular confirmation from Delhi : it is laid that he only obtained 
fome letters of approbation from the vizir, without the proper forms 
of an authentic commiftion. 


Doaft- 
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1732. Doaflv-alJy had two loos, of whom the deleft, Subder-ally, was arrived 
v ~ wl at man’s eh ate when his father fucceeded to the Nabobfhip: he had 
likewife fcvcral d uighters, one of whom he had at that time given in 
mai riage to his nephew Mortiz-ally, ton of Boker-allv; and another 
to a more dhi ant 1 elation named Chunda-lalreb. 'This lord gave his „ 
own daughter by a former wife in marriage to Gulam Ilaflain, and 
availing himlclf of the incapacity of his fon-in-law, obtained the Na- 
bob’s pcrmillion to anminifter the office of Duan in his Head. 

The kingdoms of Tritchanopolv and Tanjorc, although tributary to 
the Great Mogul, were each of them governed by its own prime or 
Raja, and the care of levying the tiibutcs of thele countries vvz; in- 
trufted to the Nabobs of A not, who were lometimes obliged to kml 
an armv to facilitate the collodion of them. The death of the kin-/ of 
; 736. Tritchanopoly in 1736, was followed by difputes between th.e queen 
and a prince of the royal blood, which produced a confufion in the go- 
vernment luffieient to give the Nabob of Arcot hopes of lubjec'.ing 
the kingdom to his authority, lie there •, ore determined to find an army 
under the command of his Ion Suhder-allv and the Duan Clrumta-iu- 
heb to feize on any opportunity which might offer of getting p fTeffion 
of the city of Tritchanopoly; hut to prevent lufpicions, the collcdlion of 
the tribute was given out as the only intention of the expedition, and the 
army was ordered to move leifuiely down to the fea-coaft, before the/ 
proceeded to the louth : accordingly they came to Madi a Is, where 
they remained lbme days, and then went to Pondicherry, where they 
ftaid a longer time ; during whkh, Chunda-fahtb laid the fir ft founda- 
tion of his connexion-, with the French government in that city ; from 
hence they marched to Trite Iran; poly. 

Bv intrigues, of which we have not the detaih, Chunda-faheb pre- 
vail'd on the queen to admit him with a body of troops into the city, 
having frill taken an oath on tire Jv-ran, that he would alt in nothin:'' 
to her d.ti invent : the people of the country fay that the Tell in love 
with him ; if lb, fhe was ill inquired, for he loon afur leduced the 
garrifon, ieized the city, and confined her to a prifon, where fhe died 
of grief. Ihe ful million oi the reft of the kingdom foon followed that 
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of the capital ; after which, Subder-ally leaving Chunda-faheb t6 govern 
thefc new acquifitions, returned to his father at Arcot, who appointed 
Mecr-affud, the preceptor of Subder-ally, to fuccced Chunda-laheb in 
thf office of Duan. 

The new Duan was well acquainted with the ambitious character 
of his piedcceff >r, and represented to Subder-ally the conlequences which 
were to be apprehended Irom a man ol Inch dangerous views, placed 
in a government of fuch importance. Subder-ally law his error when 
it was to.) hue to red refs it ; for when he reprelented to his father the 
r.ccdlitv ol' recalling Chunda-faheb to At cot, the Nabob, apprchenfiye 
of open ruptures in Ills family, and attached to his own fon-in-law from 
an (.pinion ol' his abilities, could not be induced to iuliow Meer-aflud’s 
ad\ ice. 

Chunda-faheb hearing what had been attempted again!! him, took 
mcafurcs to lecure himlelf: he put the city of Trilchanopoly in a good 
Hate of defence, and placed his two brothers in the ftrongeft towns 
dependant on his lovercignty ; Buda-faheb in Madura, and Saduck-la- 
htb in Dindigul : but notwithftanding thelc preparations, he determin- 
ed not to throw oil' his allegiance to the Nabob, before he (hould be 
openly attacked. 

Ni/.atn-al-mul tick’s rclcntmcnts again l! the family of Doaft-a’lv in- 
creafed with their acquilitions ; for, notwithftanding the independency 
affefled bv Clmnda-fahcb, he did not doubt that the force of Tritchar.o- 
poly would always be united with that of Arcot, whenever danger 
from foreign powers threatned either of the two governments. .But 
his attention was for l'orne years taken up by affairs of much greater 
importance than the reducing of this family to his obedience. 
At one time, he was preparing to join the great Mogul, whom he 
willied to fee dethroned, again!! Thamas Kouli Khan, whom he 
had invited to invade the Empire : and after the Pcriian left Indoftan, 
he was obliged to keep his arms turned towards Delhi, where he was 
equally dreaded and detefted. Thus prevented from marching into the 
Carnatic, he at length determined to give the Morattoes permiffion to 
attack it. By this meafure he fatisfied, in part, the obligations he lay 
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1739. under to that nation, and at the fame time employed a force, which, 

' next to his own, was the moll: capable of conquering the dominions 
•of Doab-ally. 

T he country of the Morattocs lies between Bombay and Gci-Kon- 
dah : its limits are not known with any degree of certainty to Europeans, 
and we are equally ignorant of the origin and hi flory of the people. 
They have now figured for near a century, as the mod enterprising 
foldiers of Indodan, and as the only nation of Indians, which linns to 
make war an occupation by choice ; for the Rajpoots are llidiers by 
birth. Of late years they have often been at the gates of Delhi ; ionic- 
times in arms againd the throne : at others, in defence of it againd the 
Affghans or Pitans. The drength of their armies confab, in their 
numerous cavalry, which is more capable of redding fatigue than any 
in India; large bodies of them having been known to march fifty 
miles in a day. They avoid general engagements, and Hem to have 
no other idea in making war, but that of doing as much mifehi. f 
as polfible to the enemy’s country. This they effed by driving oil' 
the cattle, deflroying the harveds, burning the villages, and by ex- 
ercifing fuch cruelties as makes the people of the open country take 
flight on the firfl rumours of their approach. The rapidity of then- 
motions leaves the prince with whom they war little chance of driking 
a decilive blow againd thetn, or even of attacking with effect any of 
their detachments. Hence the expence of maintaining an army in the 
field with very little probability of even lighting fuch an enemy, and 
the greater detriment arifing from the devadations they commit, gene- 
rally induce the governments they attack to purchafe their retreat with 
money. Great parfimony in their ex pences, and continued colledions 
of treafure by the means now delcribed, have been the principal caufes 
of railing them, in lefs than a century, from a people of incunfiderable 
note, to a nation which at prefent bribes terror into all the countries 
between Delhi and Cape Comorin. They often let out bodies of men, 
and fometinus whole armies ; but the hiring of them is a dangerous re- 
Tource ; for the offer of better terms feldom fails to make them change 
tides : and they feldom relinquifh their pradice of plundering even in 
the countries which they are hired to defend. But notwithdanding 
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their warlike character, they are in other refpe&s, the mod fcrupulous 1739. 
obfervers of the religion of Brama never eating of any thing that has ' 
life, nor even killing the infers which moled them : however, a buffalo 
facrificed, with many drange ceremonies, atones for the blood of their 
own fpecies which they (bed in war. 

Before the Carnatic was conquered by the Great Mogul, the Morat- 
toes were in pofleffion of feveral fortrefles and territories in the country: 
retreating from which before the arms of the Moors, they dipulated to 
receive annually a portion of the revenues, as a recoin pence for the pof- 
fedions which they relinqu idled, and as a tribute for refraining from 
their ufual predatory incurfions into the province. The Nabobs of 
Arcot had for many years negle&cd to pay this tribute, and 
they had dedded from their ufual methods of obtaining reparation, 
from no other motive than their great fear of Nizam-al-muluck : hut 
this redraint was now removed by the encouragement whnh they re- 
ceived from, him to invade the Carnatic. At the fame time the kings 
of My fore and Tanjore, in refentment of the injuries they had differed 
from Chunda-fahcb in his government of Tritchanopoly, incited them, 
as brethren of the lame religion, to attack the Carnatic, and to revenge 
the violations committed in their temples and holy places by thatMaho- 
medan governor, and the Moors in his fervice. 

In the month of May, 1740, an army of 100000 Morattoes, under 1740. 
the command of Ragojec Bonlala, approached the province with their 
ufual rapidity, and arrived at the mountains which feparate it from 
the wedern country, before Doail-ally was able to colled the whole of 
his forces to oppofe them ; for a large part of his army happened at that 
time to be employed to the fouthward, under the command of his fon 
Subdcr-ally. The Nabob, however, marched from Arcot with what 
troops he was able to ndemble, about 4000 boric and 6oco foot, and 
with thele determined to defend the palfes of Damal-chcrri, through 
which the Morattoes intended to enter the prov ince, until he could be 
fuccoured by his foil’s army and the other troops of the province, which 
were advancing to his abidance : it is thought he would have fufcceded 
in this intention if he had not been betrayed by one of his officers, an 
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Indian, who differed the Morattocs to pafs the ftation where he com- 
manded. The next day, being the 20th of May, the whole army ap- 
peared in the Nabob's rear, which was not defended by intrenchments, 
and having cvciy advantage, attacked his troops with great fury; 
who, encouraged by the example of their prince, defended themfelvcs 
rdbluteJy for fevcral hours, until they favv him, together with his fon 
Haffan-ally, fall dead from their elephants on the field of battle ; the 
rout was then general j mod of the principal officers of the army were 
Ham, and Meer-affud, the Duan, was taken prifoner. 

Subder-ally, with the troops under his command, was advanced as fir 
as Arcot when he heard of his father’s fate, upon which he immediately 
took refuge in Velore. Chunda-faheb likewife took the field with 5000 
horfe anil 10000 foot, giving out that he intended to march to the Na- 
bob’s affiftancc j but by contrived delays he kept at a diftance from 
the field of battle, and as foon as he heard of the Nabob’s defeat, hur- 
ried back to Tritchanopoly. 

The Morattoes, after their victory, fent detachments to plunder and 
levy contributions in every part of the province, but found that what 
they acquired by thefe means did not anfwer their expectations ; for 
the wealthy inhabitants bad removed all their valuable effeCts into the 
ftrong holds with which the province abounds. Thus difappointed, 
they readily liftened to the propofals of their prifoner Mecr-affud, 
who was empowered by Subder-ally from Velore to treat with them : 
it was agreed that they lhould be paid, at dated periods, 1 0,000,000 
ef rupees, equal to one year’s revenue of the province, on condition that 
they quitted the Carnatic immediately ; thus much was made public, 
but another article was kept fecret. As foon as the treaty was ratified, 
Subdar-ally affumed the title and authority of Nabob ; but this power 
was now fo much impaired, that Chunda-faheb thinking he had nothing 
to apprehend from it, came to Arcot to do homage to him : however, the 
fplendour of his retinue, and the military force which accompanied 
him, made him appear rather the equal than the dependant of Sub- 
det-ally. 
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The fortifications of Pondicherry were at this time in fuch reputation, 1740. 
among!! a people who had never before feen any thing equal to them, ' 
that the late Nabob, as well as Subtler- ally and Chunda-faheb, had fent 
their wives, children, and treafures, to remain there during the war. 

As foon as the Morattoes quitted the province, Subdcr-ally and Chun- 
da-faheb, attended by a large retinue, went to Pondicherry, where they 
flayed feveral days. Subder-ally returning to Arcot, took with him his 
own and his father’s family ; but Chunda-faheb proceeding to Tritch- 
anopoly, left the women of his family and one of. his fons there. 

In the month of December the province .was again ftruck with con- 
flernation by the return of the fame army of Morattoes which had lately 
afflicted it with fo many calamities. This lecond irruption was in 
confequcnce of the fecret engagement which they had made with 
Subder-ally. 

Befides the fum of money which he had agreed to pay them, they 
had farther infilled on receiving fume territories in fovereignty, and in 
this demand Meer-afliid found them fo inflexible, that, contidcring the 
territories of Tritchanopoly ferved only to render the power of Chunda- 
faheb formidable to his mailer, he contented to yield .thole countries to 
the Morattoes, on condition that they fhould attack them at their own 
expence : this they agreed to do, and at the fame time engaged to dif- 
pofe of Chunda-faheb, if he fell into their hands, in fuch a manner as 
ihould be moll conducive to the interells of the Nabob of Arcot. 

Tritchanopoly was llrongly fortified in the Indian manner of defence; 
and Chunda-faheb, on the firll news of the approach of the Morattoes 
again!! Doall-ally, llorcd it with a great quantity of grain, which is 
confidered as the bell fecurity of a fortified place amonglt a people who 
are very little fkilled in the ule of cannon or other engines of battery. 
Meer-afiud therefore forefeeing thatiie would he able to protradt his de- 
fence as long as his provifions lulled, advifed the Morattoes to quit the 
Carnatic, and to encamp at fuch a dillance as might prevent any fufpicion 
of their intentions to return. This artful conduct produced the efftdl 
intended by it ; for Chunda-faheb imagining that the Morattoes were me- 
ditating expeditions into other provinces, fold his llores of grain ; of 
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1 740 which they no fooncr received intelligence than they fet out from their 
1 camp at Sevegunga, and by very expeditious marches appeared in fight 
of Tritcha nopoly before lie could remedy the diftrefs to which he had 
lo unwarily reduced it. 

1741* They inverted the city clofely, and were attentive to prevent the in- 
troduction of any fupplies or reinforcements j notwithrtanding which 
the brothers of Chunda-fahcb attempted to relieve it. Buda-faheb ad- 
vanced from Madura with a large convoy of provifions, efcorted by 3000 
horlc and 7000 foot : the Morattoes detached 20000 men to intercept 
this reinforcement, which defended itfelf with bravery until Buda- 
faheb fell, when the death of the leader was followed by a general rout, 
as it always happens in the battles of Jndortan : they cut off Buda- 
faheb’s head, and lent it to Chunda-fahcb as a confirmation of his bro- 
ther’s defeat. Another detachment attacked Saduck-faheb, approaching 
from Dindigul with 1 500 horlc and 3000 foot, who were likewife de- 
feated after a lharp fight, which ended with the death of Saduck-faheb. 

Chunda-fahcb, notwithrtanding thefe misfortunes, continued to de- 
fend the city with great refolution, and protraded the liege until the 
greateft part of his provifions was confumed, and a confiderable num- 
ber of his men, with fome of his beft officers, killed ; the dread of fa- 
mine had alfo cauled many to del'ert : thofe remaining, worn out with 
fatigues, called upon him with one voice to furrendcr. He delivered up 
the city and himfelf on the 26th of March, 1741, after having litl- 
tained a fiege of three months. The Morattoes placed him, with his 
fon, and feveral principal officers, under the rtridert confinement, in- 
tending to be well paid for the ran tom of their perfons. After fome 
time fpent in draining Tritchanopoly of all they could find valuable in 
it, they appointed Morari-row, one of their generals, viceroy of the 
kingdom, and leaving 14000 of their beft troops under his command, 
returned to their own country, where they confined their prifoners in a 
ftrong fort in the neighbourhood of Sattarah their metropolis. 

The Morattoes, by the poffeftion of Tritchanopoly, were now become 
of enemies, allies to Subder- ally j and the imprilonment of Chunda- 
faheb at fuch a diftance from the Carnatic, removed the only leader 
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deemed capable of exciting inteftine commotions. But the refentment 174T. 
at Nizatn-al-muluck Hill remained to be appealed, which could only '“'“v-— 
be done by remitting to him thofe large arrears of revenues which the 
Nabob Doaft-ally, availing hitnfelf of the convulfions of the empire, had. 
withheld. Subder-ally therefore was convinced that a florm would 
break upon him from this quarter as loon as Nizam-al-muluck h ini lei f 
Ihould have none to fear from Delhi : but as this time was not yet 
come, he determined not to exhaufl his treafurcs from the apprehen- 
lion of dangers, which, although probable, were Hill uncertain j he 
amufed Nizam-al-muluck with humble excufes, founded on the po- 
veity to which he pretended to be reduced by the incurlion of the Mo- 
rattoes ; and even demeaned himfelf lb far as to give out he intended to 
go to Arabia, and there lpend the remainder of his days in acts of de- 
votion at the tomb of his prophet. 

1 he poverty to which be pi\ tended to be reduced was as little real 
as the fpirit of devotion which he attedled, for the greeted: part of 
his father s tree Cures had been preferved under the care of his mother, 
when Ihc took refuge in Pondicherry. However, the late calamities 
left fuch an imprellion of terror upon his mind, that he did not ven- 
ture to keep his court in the open and defencelefs city of Arcof, but 1-742. 
took up his rcfidence in V r clore, which was well fortified, and its citadel 
built two hundred years ago by the Morattoes, the If rouge if in the Carna- 
tic ; with the fame fpirit of precaution he lent the women and children of 
his family, together with his treafurcs, to Madruls, giving this preference 
to the Lnglilh nation by the advice of Meer-alfud, who alreadv iufpeel- 
ed the connexions which fuhfifted between Chunda-lahcb and Mr. Du- 
pleix, the governor of Pondicherry. Prom Velore the Nabob made fc- 
veral vilits to his family at Madrafs, and thefe journies were reported 
to Nizam-al-muluck as proofs of his intention to pioceed from thence 
by fca to Mecca. 

The commanders of all the towns and forts in the Carnatic had 
been aflelfed in fums proportioned to their incomes, which were levied 
at Hated periods, in order to dilchargc the ranfom of the province due 
to the Morattoes. The government of Velore was the richefl fief lub- 
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1742. jcCt to the Nabobiliip of Arcot, and by the treafures which Mortiz-ally 

“* V ' W inherited from bis father, as alfo by a very parfimonious management 
of the revenues of his government, he was become the richeft man in 
’the province. Having married the fitter of Subder-ally, and being like- 
wife nearly related to him by birth, he thought that thefe titles of kin- 
dred, joined to the reception which he gave to the Nabob and his couit, 
would e.vcule him from the neccffity of furnithing what remained due 
of his proportion of the general affellinent ; but the Nabob, who knew 
the Morattoes were not to be difappointed with impunity, and who 
was as unwilling as Mortiz-ally to difburfe his private treafures until the 
laft extremity, determined to oblige him to furnifh his contingent with 
the fame punctuality as the other governors of the province. Many of 
thele were attentive to the conduit of the governor of Velore, and 
were ready to withhold their proportions of the afleflment as foon as 
they Ihould find a refpedablc leader to let the example, and to fupport 
them in the confequcnces of refufing to obey the Nabob’s orders; they 
therefore confederated with Mortiz-ally, and reprefented to him, that 
Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the fouthern provinces, would behold 
with fatisfacVion even the moft defperate mcafures which might he taken 
by the officers of the Carnatic, againft a prince who paid fo little defe- 
rence to the authority of his vicerovalty. 

There was no quality in the compofition of Mortiz-ally’s mind ca- 
pable of (topping his hand from the perpetration of any crime hy which 
his avarice, ambition, or revenge could be gratified : he was indeed hy 
many fufpedted of being uncommonly deficient in pcrfonal courage, hut 
this perfualioti feems to have taken its rife fromthe fufpicious habits of 
his domeftic life ; fince he never moved, even in his own palace, with- 
out being furrounded by guard?, nor ever ventured to tatte any thing 
that was not brought to him in a vdfiel to which his wife had affixed 
her teal. The Nabob therefore held the pufillanimous character of his 
brother-in-law in the greateft contempt, and apprehended no danger 
from a man who lived in perpetual apprehenfions of poifon from his 
own family and dotvu fties. Mortiz-ally ttill continued to evade the pay- 
ment of his arrears of the afleflment ; and the Nabob, wearied by 
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trifling cxcufes, one day in public imprudently threatened to difpoflefs 1742. 
him of his government, if he evaded any longer to comply with ' " v 
his orders. This outrage immediately flung him into the clofeft con- 
nexion with the dillatisficd governors, who now flattered his ambition, 
by alluring him that they would acknowledge him Nabob of Arcot as 
loon as Subder-ally Ihould be removed. 

Many obflaclcs, to all appearance infurmountablc, feemed to oppofe 
themfelvcs to the execution of any attempt againft the Nabob’s perlon. 

His army was encamped within the fuburbs and under the walls of 
Velore : a numerous retinue and a body of guards conftantly attended 
upon him within the fort : the pusillanimity of Mortiz-ally rendered him 
incapable of" attempting any aX of violence, if accompanied with 
danger to himfelf ; and it was not probable that an opportunity of 
ftriking at the Nabob’s life, without the rilque of fuch danger, fhould 
prefent itfelf. But at the fame time nothing of the confpiracy trans- 
pired ; and Subder-ally was unfortunately confirmed in his iccurity by 
the extreme humility with which Mortiz-ally carried himfelf after the 
outrage he had received. 

At the time of that feflival to which the Mahometans of Indoflan 
have the greateft devotion, all the Nabob’s fervants alked permiflion 
to be abfent for two or three days to celebrate it in their own familes. 

Contrary to the ufual cuftom of the courts of Indoflan, the Nabob 
fuffered all his retinue and guards, excepting four peribns, to quit him ; 
and fo little was he fufpicious of the danger to which he expoied him- 
felf, by this unguarded indulgence, that lie even deli red fomc of the 
officers and menial fervants of Mortiz-ally might attend him during the 
abfence of his own : by this fatal inadvertence he gave himli-lf up to 
the power of his enemy. Mortiz-ally determined not to lofe this oppor- 
tunity, which was Inch as might never offer again, to ftrike the blow 
he had meditated. On the 2d of OXober, the day after the Nabob’s 
retinue had left him, the viXuals prepared for his table were poilbned. 
Subder-ally had fcarcely finifhed his meal before he began to be greatly 
difordered, and although the flrength of his conflitution, with timely 
afliftance, enabled him to throw off the mortal effeXs of the poifon, yet 
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if- left him much enfeebled. Kvcn this attack, however, did not 
• thoioughly a'.vaks.n liis fulpicions, which thofe of Mortiz-ally ’s family, 
who waited on him, contributed to Hide, by reprefenting his indifpo- 
jicion to he the accefs of a bilious diforder, very common in India. 
Mortiz-ally knew he had no time to lofe, and propofed to fome of his 
officers, in whom he had the moil confidence, to go and put an end to 
the Nabob’s life. It is faid that all refilled to ferve him in this cruel 
rommiluon, excepting one, whole wife Subder-ally had formerly de- 
bauched : this man put himlelf at the head of fome Abyffinian llavtv, 
jml entered the Nabob’s apartment at midnight : feven or eight perloiio 
fk-pt in the lame room with him, but thele were fcarcely awakened be- 
fore they were difabled from making reliitance. The Nabob himlelf, 
jnllcad of taking up his arms, immediately on the alarm attempted to 
make his cfcape through a window. The leader of the alia bins feized 
him before he could pafs through it, and after upbraiding him with the 
injury of his adultery, and exulting in the revenge he was now taking 
for it, killed him with fevcral (labs of a poniard. 

Mecr-alfud the Duan was in the fort, and the inviolable attachment 
which this mini tier was known to Lear to his mailer, fuggelled to 
Mortiz-ally the intention of dellroying lb dangerous a witnefs of the mur- 
der which he had committed. The order-, were given to put him to 
death, when fome officers, whom the general trepidation had brought 
together, reprefented to Mortiz-ally the neocliity of preferving the life 
cf a man, from whom alone he could obtain that knowledge of the 
aftairs of the Carnatic, winch would be necciTary for his own conduct 
in the adm’niflration of them, as loon as he Ihould he declared Nabob. 
Thofe r. prefintations were dictated by reverence to the character of 
M.er-afiud, whofe virtues preferred him in this inftant of imminent 
d.i: g-.r from the definition to which he had been doomed. 

Tl.t. gates of the fort of Velorc were ftrktly guarded during this 
nig 1 t of hnrroi, and thofe only who produced a particular permillion 
were fullered to pafs out the enfuing day. So that the news of Subder- 
ally Klun’s death was carried the next morning to the army encamped near 
Veloie, by emdlaocs employed by Mortiz-ally himlelf, who reprefented it 
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as an accident in which their matter had no part, and afcribed it to the 1742. 
fttdden rcfentment of fome of the principal officers, whom the Nabob 'v — 

had treated with very injurious language, and had affronted one by 
a blow. But fuch was the general opinion of Mortiz-ally’s charac - 
ter, that the foldiery immediately flew to their arms, and cried out in 
tumult, that their Nabob had been aflaflinatcd by the governor of 
Velorc. The principal officers of the army were ablcnt celebrating the 
feaft ; and the lbldicry left to their own conduct, in the firtt impulfc 
of deteftation, threatned to ttorm the fort immediately, and maflacre 
all who were in it ; but, on recolledioir of its ttrength this refoln- 
tion fubfided, and they agreed to wait the return of their officers, before 
they fhould proceed to extremities. The cmiflaries of Mortiz-ally tool; 
advantage of this fufpenfion of their rage, and called to their re- 
collection the great arrears of pay, which were due to them from Sub- 
der-ally, who, although well able, had conttantly evaded to fatisfy their 
demands : whereas there was great reafon to believe, that if the army 
Vv’ould admit Mortiz-ally’s pretenfions to the Nabobfhip of Arcot, and 
declare in his favour, he would agree to pay the full amount of the 
arrears due to them. 

The armies of the Mahomedan princes of Indottan are compofed of 
a number of diflind bodies of troops inlitted by different leaders ; who, 
with their bands, enter into, and quit the fervice of different prindts, ac- 
cording to the advantages which they expert to receive. Hence the degree 
of reliance which a prince can have on his army is proportioned to the 
treafures of which he is poflefled, joined to his inclination to difburfc 
them j and it is common in the wars of Indottan to fee large bodies of 
troops going over to the enemy on the veiy field of battle. The aimy at 
Velorc forgot its refentments againft Mortiz-ally in proportion as the 
terms propofed by his cmiflaries appeared to be real. The officers 
being arrived in the camp, were immediately brought over to his 
intereft by the prefents which they received from him ; accounts were 
adjufted, times of payment were ftipulated, and the whole army, 
officers as well as foldiers, agreed to acknowledge Mortiz-ally Nabob of 
the Carnatic within two days after the murder of Subder-ally Khan. 
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Mortiz-ally now pitched his tents without the gates of Velore, and 
c au fcd himfelf to he proclaimed Nabob of the Carnatic. In November 
he made his entry with pomp into the city of Arcot, and was again 
proclaimed there. 

As fc on as the fu ft agitations which this hidden and unexpeded 
revolution hail occafioned began to fubfide, feveral of the principal 
officers in the Carnatic communicated to one another their fentiments 
on the acceffion of Mortiz-ally, and concurred in a deteftation of it : 
Thefe applied to Moorary-row, the Morratoe general of Tritchanopoly> 
who did not hefitate to dedace openly againft it. The Englifh at Mad- 
rafs were requefted to proted the foil and family of Subder-ally, together 
with their wealth, notvvithftanding any menaces which they might re- 
ceive from Mortiz-ally, who did not fail to demand this prey, and had 
the vexation to find it placed out of his reach. Several of the principal 
officers of the army were treated with by the friends of Subder- 
ally’, s family, and engaged to effed a general revolt. On a fudden the 
army demanded immediate payment of the whole of their arrears, 
which at Velore they had agreed to receive at periods not yet arrived, 
they furrounded the palace in tumult, and accompanied their demands 
with threats. 

Mortiz-ally no fooner found his ill-gotten power thus affiaulted, than 
he perceived how much he was deficient in all the qualities neeeffary 
to maintain it j and the prefervation of his perfon became the only at- 
tention of which he was capable. In Indoftan the women of rank 
never appear in public j the carriages in which they travel are covered 
over, and are very rarely flopped or examined even in times of fuf- 
picion. Mortiz-ally, diiguifed in the habit of a woman, quitted Arcot 
in the night, in a covered Pallankin, accompanied by feveral female at- 
tendants, and in this equipage gained his fort of Velore without inter- 
ruption. 

As foon as the flight of Mortiz-ally was difeovered, Seid Mahomed 
Khan, the fon of Subder-ally, an infant who refided in Madrafs with 
his mother, was proclaimed Nabob in the city of Arcot, by the army 
and principal officers of the province. The government of the 
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province was given to the adminiftration of a Duan chofen by the friends 1742. 
of the family, and the young Nabob and his mother were removed v— - 
from Madrafs to Vandevalh, a ftrong fort which was under the govern- 
ment of Tuckia-faheb, who had married one of the Nabob Subder- 
ally Khan’s lifters. 

Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the louthem provinces, heard of 1 743 * 
thefe revolutions in the Carnatic at a time when he had no longer any 
thing to apprehend from the politics of the court of Delhi, where he 
had obtained for his fon Ghazi-o’diu Khan the poft of captain general 
of the Mogul’s armies; and, in confequence of the tranquillity which 
he now enjoyed, was preparing to enter the Carnatic at the head of his 
army. He left Gol-Kondah in the beginning of the year 1743, and ar- 
rived at Arcot in the month of March following. His army is thought 
to have confifted of So, 000 horfe and 200,000 foot. Their numbers, 
and the reputation of their leader, deterred all the princes of the countries 
through which they palled from making any refiftance : and they entered 
the province of Arcot with as little oppoiition. When arrived at Arcot, 
Nizam-al-muluck was ftruck with amazement at the anarchy which he 
found reigning in every part of the government of the Carnatic. Every 
governor of a fort, and every commander of a diftrid, had aflumed the 
title of Nabob, and had given to the officers of his retinue the fame 
names as diftinguilhed the perfons who held the moft conliderable em- 
ployments in Nizam-al-muluck’s fervice. One day, after having re- 
ceived the homage of feveral of thefe little lords, Nizam-al-muluck 
faid, that he had that day feen no lefs than eighteen Nabobs in the Car- 
natic ; whereas he had always imagined that there was but one in all 
the louthern provinces. He afterwards turned to his guards, and order- 
ed them to fcourge the lirft perfon who, for the future, Ihould in his 
prefence aftume the title of Nabob. 

The young fon of Subder-ally, accompanied by feveral of his princi- 
pal officers, paid his vifit of homage to the Soubah, who refufed him 
the permiffion of returning to Vandevalh, and ordered fome of his own 
officers to take charge of his perfon, directing them to treat him with 
lenity and refpeft. Nizam-al-muluck then appointed Coja Abdulla 
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1743. Khan, the general of h is army, Nabob of Arcot, and of all its 
— v'—' dependencies, and font a fummons to Moorary-row, the governor of 

Tritchanopoly, to furrender the city. Finding that the Morratoe perfift- 
ed in rcfuling to obey his orders, he marched with his whole army, and 
fat down bcibre it: prefents and promifes fupplied the place of hoffilities 
in reducing it. In the month of Auguft Mcorary-row evacuated Trit- 
1 ha nopolv, and i'oon after quitted the Carnatic with all his Morratoes. 

Nizam- al-nuiluck having thus fettled the affairs of the Carnatic 
without unfheathing the fword, returned to Gol-Kondah. The new 
Nabob of Arcot, Coja Abdulla Khan, continued to command the army 
until it arrived at Gol-Kondah, and appointed one of his dependents 

1744. to adminifter the government during his abfence. It was not till tire 
month of March 1744, that Coja Abdulla Khan was to fet out again 
for Arcot. Nizam-al-muluck diitinguilhed this favourite with par- 
ticular honors on the day of his taking leave, and the next morning Coja 
Abdulla was found dead in his bed. His death was fufpe&ed to be 
the effect of poifon ; the hand from which it came could never be 
difeovered, for which reafon it was imputed to the perfon who received 
the molt advantage from it, by fuccecding to him in the government of 
the Carnatic. 

A very ffiort fpace of time intervened between the death of Coja 
Abdulla Khan, and the nomination of his fucceflor An’war-adean Khan 
who arrived at Arcot in the month of April. 

The introdu&ion of this ftranger into the Carnatic was the fource of 
many of the events which it is the intention of this narrative to com- 
memorate. There are fo many and fuch injurious milicprelentations 
of the origin of this lord, and of that part of his life which preceded 
his acccffion to the Nabobffiip, that it is aeccffary to invalidate them by 
an impartial defeription of his hitlory. 

■ Anawar, the father of An’war-adean Khan, diffinguifhul himfelf by 
bis great erudition, and by the application of it to explanations of the 
original text of theKhoran: he made the pilgrimage of Mecca, with- 
out which proof of piety it is difficult, among Mahomedans, to ac- 
quire the reputation of a truly devout man. At his return from this 
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voyage he was nominated by the Great Mogul Aurengzebe, one of thofe 1744. 
religious officers who are appointed to offer up daily prayers for the 
health and profperity of the fovereign. He now received a penfion from 
the crown, and was ennobled by being ranked as a commander of 250 
horfe, a title which would appear incompatible with the character or' a 
religious man, if every title of nobility in Indoftan did not confift in a 
military commiifion ; by which it is fuppofed, although rarely infilled 
on, that the perfon who receives the commiifion lhall maintain a certain 
number of horfe for the Emperor’s fervice. With theie honours and ad- 
vantages Anawar retired to Gopee-mahoo, .and there finifhed his days. 

Ilis fonAn’war-adean Khan went to court with recommendations from 
his father ; thefe procured him the quality of a commander of 250 horfe, 
which ennobled him, and gave him a right to add the title of Khan, (i. e. 

Lord) to his name : he was afterwards raifed to a higher degree of no 
bility, by being ranked a commander of 500 horfe, and was appointed 
governor of a diftridt, not far diftant from Delhi, called Coora-Gehanabad. 

Ill fuccefs, or perhaps ill conduct, prevented him from being able to 
pay the ufual revenues of his government to the throne. He therefore 
thought it nccelfary to withdraw himfelf, and went to Amedabad. Here 
Gazi-o’din Khan, the Soubah of the fouthern provinces, gave him a 
pert of confidcrable truff anti profit in the city of Surat, whilft I ds friends 
at Delhi took care to prevent further enquiries concerning him. After 
the death of Gazi-o’din Khan, father of Nizam-al-muluck, An’wai- 
adean Khan went to pay his court to Nizam-al-muluck, who had fuc- 
ceeded to the Soubahfnip of the fouthern provinces, and by whom he 
was appointed Nabob of the Yalore and Raja-mundrum countries, which 
he governed for fevcral years. When Nizam-al-muluck was preparing 
to vifit the Carnatic, An’vvar-adean Khan attended his court, and was 
left by him in one of the principal flations in the city and territory of 
Gol-Kondah. A very lew days after the death of Coja Abdulla Khan, 
Nizam-al-muluck appointed An’war-adean Khan to adminiller the go- 
vernment of the Carnatic, and feetns in this choice to have been in- 
fluenced by his opinion of the nccelfity of placing a country, in which 
he fufpected commotions, under the direction of a brave and experienced 
foldier > fuch was An’war-adcan Khan. 


There 
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There is no country in which the titles of defccnt are lei's inftrumental 
to the fortunes of men than they are in Indoftan, none but thole of 
the royal blood are confidercd as hereditary nobility ; to all others, 
the exclufion is fo abfolute, that a new adt from the fovereign is nccef- 
fary to ennoble even the fon ol the Grand Vizir of the Empire. The 
field of fortune is open to every man who has courage enough to make 
uie of his (word, or to whom nature has given l'uperior talents of mind. 
Hence it happens, that half the grandees of Indoftan have arrived to 
the higheft employments in the Empire from conditions not lefs humble 
than that of An’war-adean Khan, againft whole acceftlon to the Nabob - 
Ihip of the Carnatic, the people had taken an averfton, from caufes in- 
dependent of his perfonal charade r. 

During the 30 years which preceded the viiitation ofNizam-al-muluck, 
the Carnatic had been governed by the fame family, in a fucccffion of three 
Nabobs, who, availing themfclves of the general confufion of the Empire, 
had acquired a greater liability in their office than is the ufnal lot of gover- 
nors in Indoftan. The Nabobs of this family, confidering the fovc- 
rctgnty as a kind of inheritance, had not conduded themfelves in their 
adminiftration with that fpirit of ravage, which is the ufual confequence 
of uncertain and tranfitory poffeffion. The revenues of the Carnatic 
depend upon the harvefts of grain, and thefe on the quantities of water, 
which are relerved to fupply the defed of rain during the dry feafon of 
the year : for this purpofe vaft refervoirs have been formed, of which 
not only the conftrudion, but even the repairs in cafes of inundation re- 
quire an expence much beyond the faculties of the farmer or renter 
of the land. If therefore the avarice of the prince with-holds his 
hand from the prefervation of thefe fources of the felicity of the 
people, and at die fame time didates to him an inflexible refolu- 
tion of receiving his ufual incomes : the farmer opprefled, oppreftes the 
labourer, and the mifery of the people becomes complete, by the vexa- 
tions of colledors exercifed in times of fcarcity, of which die cruel par- 
flmony of their ruler has been the principal caufc. 

It is not therefore to be wondered that the province which had felt the 
good effpds ol a mild and generous adminiftration, from die reigns of 
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the family ofSadatulla Khan, fhould behold with regret the introduc- 1744. 
tion of any ftranger whofoevcr to govern the Carnatic. The young fon v— > 

of Subder-ally was the only perfon whom the province wifhed to fee 
their ruler. 

In deference to this affedtion, and from apprehenfion of the confe- 
quences of Blocking it at once too violently, Nizam-al-muluck thought 
it ncccffary to give out that he intended to confer the Nabobihip of Arcot 
on this youth, as foon as he fhould arrive at an age capable of ad- 
miniftring it. At the fame time he gave to An’war-adean Khan all the 
powers neceflary for governing the Carnatic during this interval, and 
committed the young prince to his care, with the authority of a guardian. 

From the palpable impropriety of repofing fo delicate a truft in the very 
perfon to whom the greatefl advantages would accrue from an unfaithful 
difeharge of it, Nizam-al-muluck may be fuipedted of having dil- 
fcmbled throughout this tranfadtion. The general joy with which the 
youth was received, on his arrival in the province, eclipfed all the homage 
that was paid to the fovereign power of his guardian ; and it is fuppofed 
that the provilional Nabob did not behold without jealouly thefedemon- 
(Irations of the public attachment to the fon of Subder-ally Khan. 

An’war-adean Khan however did not difeover any lymptomsofdifcon- 
tent in his treatment of the young prince : on the contrary, he main- 
tained him in a fplendor adequate to his birth, and affigned the palace 
in the fort of Arcot lor his rcfidence. Here the young Seid Mahomed 
palled foinc time without any other inquietude, than that which lie re- 
ceived from the importunities of a band of Pitan foldiers, who had been 
in the fervice of his father, and who pretended that a long arrear of pay 
was due to them. 

The Pitans, whofe country is in the moil northern part of the Em- 
pire, are the bravelf of the Mahomedan foldiery levied in Indoftan. 

From a confcioufnefs of this fuperiority, together with a reliance on the 
national connection which exifls amongft them however difperfed into 
the fervices of different princes, they have acquired an infolcnce and au- 
dacity of manners, which diftinguifhes them, as much as the hardneis 
of their phyfiognomy, from every other race of men in the Empire : 

they 



Book 1 


56 Tiik War of Coromandel. 

1 744. they treat even the lords they ferve with very little of that refped which 
— /— -» charaderifes all the other dependents of a fovereign in Indoftan. From 
the known ferocity of their temper, it is thought dangerous to inflid 
punifhment on them, even when they deferve it, as a ftrong fpirit of 
revenge has familiarifed them with affaffination, which they feldom fail 
to employ whenever the fmallnefs of their numbers difenables them 
from taking vengeance by more open attacks. The Pitans, who had 
ferved Subder-ally Khan, continued to prefent themfelves every day 
before his l'on, demanding their arrears with clamour, and info- 
lence. 

In the month of June a wedding of one of the relations of Subder- 
4 lly Khan was celebrated in the fort of A root. The young prince, as 
being the head of the family, was invited to prefide at the ceremony. 
The cuftomary invitations were likewife given to all the other relations, 
many of whom where lords of governments in the Carnatic ; among thele 
was Mortiz-ally. The young Seid Mahomed was taught to conceal the 
emotions he naturally felt at feeing the murderer of his father named in 
the lift of his friends as a gueft invited with his approbation. Such are 
the manners of a court in Indoftan. It was thought that Mortiz-ally 
would not venture his perfon out of the forts of Velore, during the 
firft days of a new adminiftration ; but, in contradiction to the general 
conclufions which were drawn from a knowledge of his pufillanimity, 
he came to Arcot, and prefented himfelf before the young prince, as 
one of the guefts at the wedding ; and was treated with diftinCtion and 
refpeCt by the regent Nabob An’war-adean Khan. 

O11 the day appointed for the folemnization of the marriage, twelve 
Pitans, with the captain of the band, prefented themfelves before the 
young prince, and demanded their arrears with a more determined fpirit 
of infolcnce than they had hitherto ihewn in any of their former ap- 
plications. It is reckoned the higheft indignity that can be offered to a 
lbldior, to order him to retire by an expreffion of contempt} and if any 
violence is employed to remove him, he generally relents it in the inftant 
with blood-fhcd. Thefe coniiderations were not fufficient to reftrain the 
zeal of Seid Mahomed’s attendants from refenting the infult which was 
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offered to their prince ; and finding that expoftulations did not prevail, 1 744, 
they leized on the Pitans, and turned them out of the palace by force. *v— - 

The Pitans fuffered themfelvcs to be removed with much lefs refinance 
than it was expected they would have made againft a treatment lb re- 
pugnant to the ideas which they entertained of their own importance. 

The fame day they advanced again into the prefence of Seid Ma- 
homed Khan, and defired leave to make apologies for their milbeha- 
viour : their fubmiffions were accepted, and luppreffed all fulpicions of 
their conduct during the remaining part of the day. 

In the evening Seid Mahomed Khan, with Mortiz-ally and moft of 
the other guefts, were affcmbled, when the approach of An’war-adean 
Khan, the regent Nabob, who had been invited to the entertainment, 
was announced to them. The young prince arofe from his feat, and 
paffed into the veftibule of the hall, intending to pay his guardian the 
compliment of receiving him at the bottom of the flcps which led into 
the court of the palace. He was attended by all the other guefts, and 
many of his own officers and guards. The thirteen Pitans, who had 
made their fubmiffion in the morning, appeared the foremolt of the 
fpc£tators in the court below, and diftinguifhed themfelvcs by the affec- 
tation of great reverence in their manner of laluting Seid Mahomed 
Khan, as foon as he appeared in the veftibule. After thefe compliments, 
their captain, with the appearance of a man that was fallible he had 
offended his lord, and was defirous to fling himfelf at his feet, afeended 
the fteps, and was permitted to approach within the reach of his perfon. 

The aflaffin now drew a dagger, and at the firft blow llabbed the young 
prince to the heart. 

A thoufand fwords and poignards were drawn in an inftant: the 
murderer was cut to pieces on the very fpot on which he had perpetrated 
his crime ; and ten of his accomplices liiffered the lame fate from the 
fury of the multitude below. Before this feene of terror was ended, 
An’war-adean Khan arrived at the palace, and endeavoured to calm the 
general trepidation, by giving fuch orders as were neceffary for the 
dilcovery of the confpirators > for the multitude had already perfuaded 
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themfclves that the Titans had been only the executors of the intentions 
of iome fuperior power. 

All who beheld the young prince deprived of life by this aflafiination, 
were inftantly drunk with the remembrance of the murder of his father 
committed in Velore ; murmurs from many had already declared the 
fulpicions that were entertained of Mortiz-ally, when it was reported, 
that, during the general confution, he had gained the gates of tlie fort, 
where a large body of cavalry and other troops, which compofed his 
retinue, were waiting for him j and that, furrounded by thefe guards, he 
was already on his way to Velore. The precipitation of this flight,, 
which appeared as much the confequence of previous difpofitions as the 
effeft of fudden fear, left no doubt that he was the author of the 
aflafiination. Nothing was now heard but curfes and imprecations on 
the head of Mortiz-ally, for the murder of the innocent and much- 
loved Seid Mahomed Khan, and for the murder of the father of this un- 
fortunate prince. The people faw themfclves obliged to confine their 
indignation to thefe expreffions of it : lor the ftrength of Mortiz-ally’s 
efcort required a larger body of cavalry to be fent in purfuit of it, than 
could be got together within the time neceffary to overtake him, Velore 
being no more than twelve miles diftant from Arcot, 

The multitude now received orders from An’war-adean Khan to retire to 
their homes ; and, as men ftruck with difmay at a common calamity, 
aftfembled in fecret companies, to communicate their thoughts on the 
dreadful tragedy of which they had been fpedators. 

An’war-adean Khan, either aduated by the lame fpirit of indigna- 
tion as the people, or affeding the appearance of it, not only re- 
moved the Pitans in his fervicc from their employments, hut alfo gave 
orders that all of that nation fliould inccflantly quit the city ; and, as a 
ftrongcr proof of his refen tment, caufed their houfes to be razed to 
the ground: a mark of infamy feldom put in ufe, excepting the 
perlons, whom it is intended to ftigmatizc, have deferved capital punilh* 
ment. 

But thefe expreflions of indignation did not exempt An’war-adean 
JChan from the imputation of having been acceflory to die murder. Many 
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perfons holding rank and power in the province afferted that they had 1744. 
difcovered fecrets, which convinced them that the affaffination was the v — * v— » - 
refult of a confederacy between An’war-adean Khan and Mortiz-ally. 

They faid, that the relpcdt and attachment which were fhewn by all 
ranks of people to Seid Mahomed, joined to the great influence which 
his relations bore in the Carnatic, by pofleffing the beft forts and govern- 
ments in the province, had filled the mind of An’war-adean Khan with 
vifionary apprehenfions of confpiracies and revolts, which might at one 
time or other remove him from his government, in order to place Seid 
Mahomed in the fovereignty : that An’wau-adcan Khan, actuated by 
thefe fufpicions, had determined on the deftrudlion of Seid Mahomed, 
as a meafure necefl'ary to his own fecurity, and was only with-held from 
executing it by the dread of Nizam-al-muluck’s refentment, which fug- 
gefted to him the thought of pra&iiing on the pufillanimity and ava- 
rice of Mortiz-ally, by insinuations and offers which might induce 
him to undertake the deflru&ion of Seid Mahomed, but in fuch a 
manner, that, if a difeovery fhould be made, he alone might appear 
the author of the murder. An’war-adcan Khan found Mortiz-ally more 
difpofed than he could have expected to enter into his views. As foon 
as Mortiz-ally was perfuaded of the probability of a revolution in favour 
of Seid Mahomed, his natural timidity fuggefled to him the danger to 
which he fhould be expofed, from the refentment of a prince, who, 
with the Nabobfhip of the Carnatic, would obtain the power of reveng- 
ing his father’s murder. Hurried on by thefe apprehenfions, and at the 
fame time allured of protection, and even of rewards by an encreafe of 
the Domnin of Velorc from An’war-adean Khan, Mortiz-ally hired 
the thirteen Titans, who had executed his cruel purpofe with fuch ini- 
quitous fidelity. 

The fecrets of the princes of Indoflan are very difficult to be 
difcovered. In affairs of confequence nothing, except in the moll equi- 
vocal terms, is ever given by them in writing j and whenever the matter 
is of great importance or iniquity, it is trufled to a meffenger, a man 
of low rank and great cunning, who bears a letter of recommendation, 
teftifying that he is to be trufled in all he fays. So indefinite a commit 
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1744. fion referves to the lord who gives it, the refource of difavowing 

— v— ' the tranfaflion of his agent ; and this he never fails to do, whenever 
a discovery to his prejudice is made. Hence the public in Indoftan, de- 
prived of authentic evidence, are left to judge of the aCtions of their rulers 
cither from probable conjectures, or from the general idea which they 
entertain of the character of their lords. The constitution and defeCts of 
their government have rendered poifons and affaffinations, in the practice 
of the great, the common method of removing thofe who Stand in opposi- 
tion to the ambition of others ; inlomuch that a history of one century 
in IndoStan would furnish more examples of this nature than can be 
found in the hiltory of one half of the kingdoms of Europe Since the 
time of Charlemagne. From the frequency of thefe enormous practices, 
even the deaths which happen in the common courfe of nature are attri- 
buted to the iniquity of thole, who receive immediate advantage from 
them. Such were the principles on which the people of the Carnatic 
judged and condemned An’war-adean Khan for the murder of Seid 
Mahomed ; notwithstanding no pofitivc proofs were brought of his hav- 
ing been acceSlbry to it. The molt probable of the conjectures which 
were urged againSt An’war-adean Khan, was founded on the early ap- 
pearance of Mortiz-ally at Arcot in the days of a new administration. 
This was thought incompatible with the pusillanimity of his character, 
without fuppofing that, from the iniquitous connection between them, 
he was allured of protection from An’war-adean Khan. 

An’war-adean Khan Strongly denied all connections with Mortiz-ally, 
and challenged any proof to be brought that either he himlelf, or any of his 
dependents had ever had any correspondence with the Pitans who com- 
mitted the murder, which he attributed Solely to Mortiz-ally, alledging 
as a proof, that the Pitans had often been at Velorc, and were known to 
have received many marks of favour from him. On the other hand, 
Mortiz-ally accufed An’war-adean-Khan of being the author of it, but 
brought no teftimonies to fupport his affertion : It was fuppofed that 
the only proofs which he could have brought againft An’war-adean 
Khan, would at the fame time have condemned himfclf. 


Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding An’war-adean Khan was not able to exculpate him- 1 744. 
felt in the opinion of his fubjedts, he found means to convince his fupe- - v— ■ — 
rior, Nizam-al-muluck, that he was intirely innocent of the blood 
of Seid Mahomed. Nizam-al-muluck, who never did any thing 
by halves, thought it neccflary to give An’war-adean Khan fup- 
port, in proportion as lie became odious to the Carnatic, and lent 
him a full and regular com million for the Naboblhip of Arcot foon after 
the death of Seid Mahomed. The province, irritated by their averfion 
to a lord, whofe fovercignty deftroyed their hopes of being ruled by one 
of the family of the race they fo much loved, complained loudly of the 
avarice and parlimony of An’war-adean Khan’s government, and con- 
traded it, much to his disadvantage, with that of their former Nabobs. 

War was now declared between Great Britain and France, in confe- 
quenee of which a fquadron of Englilh men of war appeared in the 
Indian feus. It con lilted of two 60 gun lliips, one of 50, and a frigate 
of 20 guns : tilde (hips did not come immediately to the Englilh fettle- 
ments in Indoftan, but palling beyond them, cruifed in two divifions 
in the ftraits of Sunda and Malacca. They took in thefc ftations three 
French lliips returning from China to Europe, and one returning from 
Manilha to Pondicherry; the cargoes of which prizes produced the fum of 
1 80, coo/, llerling. They alio took a French Eaft India Ihip, which 
was converted into an Englilh man of war of 40 guns. The lquadron, 
after rendezvoufing at Batavia, appeared on the coaft of Coromandel in 
the month of July 1745, at which time the garrifon of Pondicherry con- 1745. 
filled of no more than 436 Europeans; its fortifications were not completed, 
and noFrench marine force had appeared in India fince the declaration of war. 

The appearance of the Englilh fquadron, and the report of the rein- 
forcements which they expedted from England, alarmed Mr. Dupleix 
for the fafety of Pondicherry. He prevailed on the Nabob An’war- 
adcan Khan to infill with the Englilh government of Madrafs, that the 
lliips of war Ihould not commit any bollilities by land againft the French 
polfeilions in the territories of Arcot ; but at the fame time the Nabob 
allured the Englilh, that he would oblige the French to obferve die 
fame law of neutrality, if their force Ihould hereafter become fuperior 
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1745 * 10 that °f the Engli/h. The government of Madrafs reprefented to 
u— the Nabob, that they were always ready to obey his commands as far 
as their power extended; but that Mr. Barnet, the commander of the 
Eng liih fquadron, was the immediate officer of the King of Great 
Britain, bv whole orders and commilfion he acted, independent of the 
Eaft India company's agents at Madrafs. The Nabob replied, that all 
officers of the Englifh nation who came to the coall of Coromandel 
were equally obliged to relpedt his government in the Carnatic ; and that 
if Mr. Barnet, with his lquadron, fhould venture to adt contrary to the 
orders lie had now given, thp town of Madrafs fhould atone for their 
difobcdience. 

Thefe threats made lb much imprelfion upon the government of Mad- 
rafs, that they requelled and prevailed on Commodore Barnet to confine 
the operations of his fquadron to the fea. He therefore fent one of the 
50 gun lhips to cruife in the road of Balafore, at the entrance of the 
river Ganges, where fhe took two or three French lliips returning from 
different parts of India to the French fettlements in Bengal. The roll 
of the lquadron left the coall of Coromandel to avoid the approaching 
llormy feafon, and went to Mergui, a port fituated on the coall which 
lays oppofite to that of Coromandel in theGulph of Bengal. 

1746. In the beginning of the year 1746 the Englilh fquadron returned to 
the coafl of Coromandel, and were reinforced by two 50 gun lliips, 
and a frigate of 20 guns, which arrived from England : but at this time 
the 60 gun 11 lip, in which Mr. Barnet hoilled his flag, was found un- 
fit for adion, and, together with the 20 gun lliip which came firll into 
India, was fent back to England. 

There was now certain intelligence that a French fquadron was prepar- 
ing to come on the coafl of Coromandel, when that of the Englilh was 
deprived of one of its principal advantages, by lofing commodore Barnet, 
who died at Fort St. David’s in April. His death, happening at a time 
when the EngliBi affairs in India were threatned with danger, was gene- 
rally regretted as a public lofs. 

Early in the morning of the 25th of June, the Englilh fquadron 
cruifing to the foutliward of Fort St. David, near Negapatnam, deferied 
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that of the French arriving on the coafl of Coromandel. It confided of 1746. 
nine fhips, which were commanded by Mr. De la Bourdonnais, who had ' — 
equipped them at the ifle of Mauritius, and afterwards, when fcattered 
by a hurricane, had refitted them in the ifland of Madagafcar, overcom- 
ing the greateft difficulties with luch indefatigable perfeverance and activity, 
as intitles him to a reputation equal to that of the aided: marine officer his - 
country has produced. Of the fa fhips one mounted 26 guns, two 28, one 
30, three 34, one 36, and that on board of which Mr. Dc la Bourdonnais 
hoided his flag mounted 70 guns, of which 60 were 1 8 pounders. There 
were but 14 other guns of this fize in all the whole fquadron, the red being 
12 and 8 pounders. All but the 70 gun fhip were bored to mount more 
guns than the number with which Mr. Dc la Bourdonnais had been able to 
equip them ; and five of them were 50 gun fhips. On board of the fhips 
were 3300 men, of which 7 00 were cither Cadres or Lafcars : 3 or 
400 of the whole number were rendered unfit for lervice by ficknefs. 

The Englifh fquadron confided of one 60 gun fhip, three of 50, one of 
40, and one frigate of 20 guns, which was too fmall to be brought into the 
adtion. The number of men in thefe fhips did not amount to one half 
of that in the French fquadron ; but the Englifh had greatly the advan- 
tage in the weight of their cannon, by which the fortune of engagements 
at lea is at prefent generally decided : and they likewife failed better than 
the French, and were worked with much greater fkill. 

Mr. De la Bourdonnais, knowing the advantages and difadvantages of 
his force, had determined to decide the impending engagement by board- 
ing the Englifh fhips, if it were poffiblc to bring his own into the fitua- 
tions necefiary to aecomplifh this defign. Mr. Peyton, who commanded 
the Englifh fquadron, perceiving this intention, determined to engage 
with his fquadron nearer to the wind than that of the enemy, fince in 
this fituation their efforts to board w ould be eafily avoided ; and a great 
part of the day was employed to prclervc this advantage. It was not 
until 4 in the afternoon that the fight began : it was maintained at fuch 
a diftance that the fire of the fmall arms from the French (hips, not- 
withflanding the great numbers and the expertnefs of their mufketeers, 
did very little execution; but, on the other hand, the cannon of the 
Englifh, from the fame caufe, did much lefs than might have been ex- 
pected 
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j 74 6. petted from them in a defer engagement. The fight finMhed with the 
— v — ' entrance of the night ; about 35 men were killed in the Englifli fqua- 
dron, and the greateft part, of thefe on board the 40 gun fliip. We 
arc 110t cxadly informed of the lofs fuftained by the Ficnch ; but’.' 
it was believed that the killed and wounded together did not amount 
to lets than 300. One of their thips, that which mounted 30 guns, 
was in lei's than half an hour dilmailed, and fo much ihattered, that, 
immediately after the action, Mr. De la Bourdonnais ordered her to pro- 
ceed to Bengal to be refitted in the Ganges. 

The next morning Mr. Peyton called a council of war, when, on a 
review of the condition of the Englilh fquadron, it was not thought pro- 
per, efpecially as the 60 gun fliip was extreamly leaky, to venture a fecond 
engagement, before the damages it had fuftained were repaired. In con- 
fluence of this refolution, the fhips made fail for the harbour of Trinca- 
nomaly in the ifland of Ceylon, and in the evening loft fight of the French 
fquadron, which had lain to the whole day, as if challenging the Englilh, 
who were to windward, to bear down and renew the fight. This appear- 
ance of refolution in Mr. De la Bourdonnais was no more than a feint, 
prattifed to deter the Englifli from doing what he moft dreaded ; for moft 
of his (hips had expended the greateft part of their ammunition, and 
feveral of them had not victuals on board for twenty-four hours. 

In the night of the enfuing day the French fquadron, now confiding 
of eight fhips, arrived in the road of Pondicherry ; where Mr. Dupleix 
commanded, for the French Eaft India company, all the eftablifliments of 
his nation in India, the iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon excepted. 
Thefe were under the government of Mr. De la Bourdonnais, to whom 
all the operations of the fquadron were intruded, independent of the con- 
troul of Mr. Dupleix. 

The reputation and riches which it was probable Mr. De la Bourdon- 
nais would gain in the command of his armament, created jealoufy in the 
mind of Mr. Dupleix. Diflenfions arofe between the two commanders : 
but the adlivity of Mr. Dc la Bourdonnais did not differ the interefts of 
his nation to be facrificcd to them. Knowing that the force which he 
commanded could not be employed by land with any probability of fuc- 
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c cfs, until the Englifh fquadron fhould lie either ruined or forced to quit 174^* 
the co ah of Coromandel ; he determined to go in quert of them as (oon 
ns his own fhips were refitted and provided with 30 or 40 pieces more of 
heavy cannon than they mounted on leaving the ifland of Mauritius. 

On the 24th of July the French fquadron failed from Pondicherry, 
working to the fouthward againrt the fouthern monfoon, and on the 6th 
of Augull difeovered that of the Englifh, which had been refitted at 
Trincnnomaly. The Englifh perceiving the addition of cannon with 
which the French had been fupplied at Pondicherry, avoided coming to 
an engagement. The two fqitadrons were* three days in fight of each 
other, alter which, according to Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s account, the 
Englifh fhips availing themfelves of the advantage of failing better than 
the French, dilappeared. 

Mr. Oe la Bourdonnais returned with his fillips to Pondicherry, imagin- 
ing that the Englifh fquadron, although they did not think themfelves 
rtrong enough to rifk a general engagement, would remain on the coafl 
of Coromandel, to deter him from attempting any operations againrt 
the Englifh l'ettlements. But notwithftanding this fulpicion, he de- 
termined to lay fiege to Madrafs. 

The Englifh informed of the preparations which were making at 
Pondicherry to attack them, called on the Nabob An’war-adean Khan to 
fulfil his promife of reftraining the French from committing liortilities 
againrt them by land. But they omitted to employ the mort certain 
means, of obtaining his protection, by neglecting to accompany their 
application for his affiftance with a prefent of money. This ill-judged 
parfimony left the Nabob fo luke-warm in their intcrefls, that although 
he did not give Mr. Dupleix a pofitive permifiion, lie refrained from 
making any preparations, or even from ufing menaces to prevent the 
French from attacking Madrafs. 

Madrafs had been about 100 years the principal crtablifhment of the 
Englifh nation on the coart: of Coromandel. It was built in a territory 
granted by the Great Mogul to the Kart India company, which extended 
about five miles along the fea-fhorc, and about one mile in land. The 
Town cohlifted of three divifions that to the. fou th extended about 400 
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J746. yards in length from north to fouth, and about 100 yards in breadth: 
' v ) none but the English, or other Europeans under their protection, refided 
in this diviilon, which contained about 50 good houlcs, an Englifh and 
a Roman Catholic church, together with the refidence of the factory, 
and other buildings belonging to the company: it was furrounded witli a' 
flcndei nail, defended witn four bafhons and as many batteries, but 
the/c were very flight and defedive in their conftruftion, nor had they any 
cufvoi’L. to defend than: this quarter has long been known in Europe 
bv (he name of Fort St. George, and was in India called for diflindion 
toe White I own. On the ljorth of this, and contiguous, was another 
divifion, much larger and worfc fortified, in which were many very ?ood 
habitations belonging to the Armenian and to the richeft of the Indian 
merchants, who refided in the company’s territory : this quarter was called 
the Black Town. Beyond this divifion, and to the north of it, was a 
fuburb, where the Indian natives of all ranks had their habitations pro- 
mifeuoufly. Bcfidcs thefe three divifxons, which compofcd the town of 
Madtafs, there were two large and populous villages about a mile to the 
fouth ward of it, within the company’s territory, and thefe were likewife 
inhabited by Indian natives. 

The trade from England to the coaft of Coromandel, together with 
that which is carried on by merchants of various nations from one part 
of India to another, had raifed Madrafs to a degree of opulence and re- 
putation, which rendered it inferior to none of the European eftabliih- 
ments in India, excepting Goa and Batavia. There were 2 $0 000 in- 
habitants in the company’s territory, of which the greateft part were 
natives of India of various calls and religions } amongft thefe were three 
or four thoufand of thofe Indian ehriflians who call themfelvcs Portu- 
gueic, and pretend to be defeended from that nation. The Knsriifh in 
the colony did not exceed the number of 300 men : and 200 of thefe 
were filters, who compofed the garrifon ; but none of them excepting 
two or three of their officers, had ever feen any other ferviee than that of 
the parade: the reft of the Englifh inhabitants, folcly cm*. loved in the 
occupations of commerce, were ftill more unfit for military fervices. 
At the fame time the defence of the place depended on this lmall num- 

her 



Book I. 


IIlSTORV OF THE CARNATIC. 


bcr of Engliih fubjeds : for it was known that the reft of the inha- 
bitants, regarding thcmfelvcs as neutrals, would take flight on the flrft 
approach of danger. 

On the 1 8 th of Auguft the French fquadron appeared and can- 
nonaded the town, but without doing any damage to .it. They 
attempted to take one of the Eaft India company’s fliips which lay in 
the road ; but (lie moved into tlioal-water, fo near the batteries of the 
fort, that the French did not venture to attack her with arm’d boats ; and 
it was evident, from the untkilfulncfs of their operations during this 
cruife, that Mr. De la Bourdonnais did not command them in perfon, 
he was at this time in Pondicherry, confined to his bed by ficknefs. 

The protection of the Englifli tettlcments on the coaft of Coroman- 
del was the principal objedt of the deftination of the Englifli fquadron ; 
and their appearance before Madrafs was at this time thought fo neceflary 
to its defence, that the inhabitants were in hourly expectation of feeing 
them, although they had heard no news of them tinee they were laft feen, 
fix weeks before, by Mr. De la Bourdonnais. The town therefore was (truck 
with a confirmation little lei's than defpair, when news was received that 
the Englifli fquadron had on the 23d of Auguft appeared 30 miles to the 
northward of Madrals, before the Dutch (ettlemcnt of Palliacattc, from 
whence they had again put off to fea, and diiappeared. They proceeded 
to Bengal ; for the 60 gun (hip was now fo leaky, that it was feared 
the flioek of firing her own cannon would fink her, if (he fhould be 
bought into an engagement. 

On the 3d of September the French fquadron anchored four leagues 
to the Couth of Madrafs, having on board the troops, artillery and (tores in- 
tended for the fiege. Here a part of the troops was landed, and march- 
ing along the coail advanced the next day within cannon lliot of the 
town, where the reft of the foldiers were landed. The whole confided 
of n 00 Europeans, 400 Cadres, and 400 Indian natives, difeipliried 
in the European manner. There remained on board of the fquadron 
1800 European mariners. 
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Mr. De la Bouidounais directed his attack againfl the White Town, 
c— • v-— ' in which the Englilh redded : the northern fide of this divilion could 
not he attacked by cannon, as the houfes of the next divifion almofl 
touched the wall, which feparated them from each other : the eaftern 
fide could only he battered from the fea ; but the foutli and well 
lay open to the plain. On the 7th of September the French began to 
bombard the town, from a battery of nine mortars, which they created 
to the wefhvard, under the fhelter of a large houl'c within 500 yards of 
the walls. In the evening three of their larged (hips drew as near as the 
depth of water would permit, ami cannonaded the town. In the night 
Mr. l)e la Bourdonnais was flung into great perplexity by receiving a 
letter from Mr. Dupleix, which informed him that feme large lhips 
were fecn to the fouthward of Pondicherry •, which news was contra- 
dicted in the morning by a fccond letter : but it is laid that the fil'd caufed 
lb much alarm in the French camp, that they were preparing to ref hip 
the heavy cannon which they had landed. 

On the Sth of September the French had finiflied a battery of five 
mortars to the louth, and bombarded the town without intermidion un- 
til the next morning, when two Englilh deputies went to their camp, 
to treat with Mr. De la Bourdonnais, whom they found inflexible in 
his relblution to have the town delivered up to him on his own terms 5 
for lie was determined, from the apprchenlion of the return of the 
Englifh fquadron, to give a general alTault with his troops augmented 
by a large reinforcement of tailors from Lis (hips. As foon as the 
deputies returned, the bombardment recommenced, and continued 
until the evening, when it was fufpended for two hours, during the con- 
tinence of another deputy lent from the town •, after which it continued 
during the reft of the night. 

The next morning, the 10th of September, the deputies returned to the 
French camp, and, after fame altercations, conlcnted to the articles of ca- 
pitulation, which had been dictated to them in the firft conference. It 
was agreed that the Englilh fhould furrender themfelves prifoners of 
war : that the town fhould be immediately delivered up ; but that it 
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fhould be afterwards ranfomed. Mr. De la Bourdonnais gave his 
promife that he would fettle the ranlbm on eafy and moderate terms. 

The capitulation was figned in the afternoon, when Mr. De la Bour- 
donnais put himlelf at the head of a large body of troops, and marched 
to the gates, where he received the keys from the governor. The French 
colours were immediately difplayed j and, at the fame time, the Englifli 
Ihip belonging to the Eaft India company, which lay in the road, was 
taken pofleffion of without rcfiftance by the boats of the French fqua- 
dron. There was not a man killed in the French camp during the fiege : 
four or five Englishmen were killed in the town by the cxplolion of the 
bombs, which likewife deftroyed two or three houfes. 

The Englifli inhabitants were permitted to refidc without molertation 
in their houfes ; but the magazines and warc-houfcs belonging to the 
Eart India company were taken pofleflion of by the French commit- 
furies. 

On the day in which Madrafs was furrendered, a mefienger from 
the Nabob An’war-adcan Khan, dilpatched for more expedition 
on a camel, arrived at Pondicherry, and delivered to Mi Dupleix 
a letter, in which the Nabob exprefled great furprize at the pre- 
fumption of the h'rench in attacking Madrafs without his permitiion, 
and threatned to fend his army there, if the fiege was not immedi- 
ately railed. Mr. Dupleix fent directions to his agent at Arcot to pacify 
the Nabob, by promiling.that the town, if taken, fhould be given up to 
him ; and by reprefenting, that the Englifli would certainly be willing 
to pay him a large ium of money for the refhtution of fo valuable a pof- 
feflion. It was by this tranfadion that Mr. Dupleix firil diicovered 
his pretenftons to the right of difpofing of Madrals, whicli he thought 
was inverted in himlelf as governor general of the French cflablifhments 
in Indoftan. 

But Mr. De la Bourdonnais, relying on his own commiffion, did not 
admit of this authority in the governor of Pondicherry, and, conform- 
able to his promife, proceeded to treat with the Englifli for the ranfom 
of the town. Mr. Dupleix and the council of Pondicherry proterted 
againft the treaty, as a meafure highly detrimental to the intererts of 
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174.6. their nation, which, thevOid, would be facrificcd to private advantages, 

' — */-- J if Madrals war, ir-r razed to the ground. 

On the 27th ol September three fiiips of war, ditjvatched from 
France arrived at Pondicherry. One of thefe mounted 72 guns, 
and c.kIi of tiie other two 40: they had on hoard 1360 men. With 
thri addition, the French force Seemed fuflirient to allure Mr. Do la 
Bourdonnais of fuccefs in the enterprises which he was meditating 
acainll the reft of the Enrftifh eftabliihments. His vexation was 
therefore extreme, at the delays which all his operations fuftered from 
the protefts and contradictions of Mr. Dupleix and the council of 
Pondicherry. 

However the effects of Madrafs, which Mr. De la Bourdonnais in- 
ten, led to carry away in his Ihips, were put on board by the lftof 
October, and two of them had failed to Pondicherry. Mr. Dupleix was 
not as yet reconciled to the treaty ofranlom, and Mr. Dela Bourdonnais 
was determined not to leave Madrafs before the governor and council 
of Pondicherry had given their approbation : at the fame time his ex- 
perience in the navigation of India fully apprized him of the danger to 
which his (hips wei e expoled, by remaining on the coaft of Coromandel 
at this critical feafon of the year. 

In India the year is divided into two feafons. From the month of 
October to March the winds blow from the north, and during the reft 
of the year from the fouthern points of the compafs : thefe feafons arc 
by mariners called monfoons : the change from one to the other is gene- 
rally preceded by an interval of about twenty days, in which calms, or 
light and uncertain winds prevail : the fetting in of the northern monlbon 
generally falls out fome time in the month of October, as that of the 
fouthern in the month of April. On the coaft of Coromandel the 
northern monloon fometimes begins with a violent tempeft or hurricane; 
and if the monfoon lets in with moderation, it is often productive of 
tempeftuous weather at different intervals, until the middle of December; 
fo that it is held dangerous for any vefiels to remain on the coaft after 
the 1 5th of October, or to return to it before the 20th of December. 

On 
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On the 2ci of October the weather was remarkably fine and moderate 1 746. 
all day. About midnight a furious florin arofe, and continued with the v -~v- 
greatefl violence until the noon of the next day. Six of the French fhips 
were in the road when the florin began, and not one of them was to 
be fecn at day break. One put before the wind, and was driven fo much 
to the fouthward, that fhe was not able to gain the coafl again : the 
70 gun fliip lofl all her mafls : three others of the fquadron were like- 
wife difmafled, and had fo much water in the hold, that the people on 
board expected every minute to perifh, notwithflanding they had thrown 
over board all the cannon of the lower tiei» : the other fliip during the 
few moments of a whirlwind which happened in the moft furious part 
of the florin, was covered by the waves, and foundered in an inflant, 
and only fix of the crew efcaped alive. Twenty other vcfiels be- 
longing to different nations, were either drove on fhore, or perithed at fea. 

The other two fhips of Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s fquadron, laden with 
part of the effeds taken out of Madrafs, together with the three fhips 
lately arrived from Europe, were at anchor in the road of Pondicherry, 
where they felt no cfled of the florm which was raging at Madrafs: 

It is obferved, that the violence of thefe hurricanes is generally confined 
to 60 or 80 miles in breadth, although in their progrefs they generally 
blow quite acrois the Bay of Bengal. 

The articles of the treaty of ranfom had been adjuflcd the day before 
the florm happened. It was agreed that the French (hould evacuate the 
town by the 4th of Odober ; and by one of the articles, the artillery and 
warlike flores remaining in the town, were to be equally divided be- 
tween the French and Knrdifii. 

O 

Mr. Ijuploix had reprefented to Mr. De la Bourdcnnais, that he 
would not interfere in any tranfadions with the Englifh after his depar- 
ture, unlefs the french remained in pofleflion of Madrafs for fo much 
time as might be neceffary to adjufl all difcufiions arifingilom the treaty. 

Mr. De la Bourdonnais therefore reprefented to the Englifh, the necefiity 
to which he was reduced by the obflinacy of Mr. Dupleix, of extend- 
ing for three months, the term in which he had agreed to put them in 
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1746. pofleflion of the town: the English, npprehenfivc that if they refufed to 
—v — ' admit of tbi> alteration, they fliould be left to the mercy of Mr. Dupleix 
without a treaty, acquiefced in this propofal ; and the treaty was figned 
on the 1 oth of October. 

All the merchandizes, and a part of the military ftorcs, belonging 
to the Kn /1 India company, together with naval flores belonging to the 
company, to the Englnh lquadron, and to the inhabitants of Madrafs, 
had been laden on board ot the French (hips : thefe articles, according to 
the computation made by the French, amounted to 130,000 pounds, 
llcrlingj and the gold and (liver of which they took pofleflion to the 
value of 31,000 pounds ftcrling; and that half of the artillery and 
military (tores, which they were to carry away after Mr. De la 
Bourdon nais’s departure, was efti mated at 24,000 pounds ftcrling. 
After thefe eftedls had been made the property of the French Halt 
India company, Mr. De la Bourdonnais gave up to the Englilh, 
and the other inhabitants, all the eftedts and merchandizes belong- 
ing to them, except naval (tores. It was agreed that the French 
fliould evacuate the town betore the end of the enfuing January, 
after which the Englifh were to remain in pofleflion of it, without being 
attacked by them again during the war. Upon thefe conditions the 
governor and council of Madrafs agreed to pay the lum of 1,100,000 
pagodas, or 440,000 pounds ftcrling. Of this fum 240,000 pounds 
-were to be paid at Pondicherry, by lix equal payments, before the month 
of October in the year 1749: and for the remaining 200,000 pounds, 
bills were drawn on the Fall India company in London, payable a few 
months after they fliould be prefented. The Englifh gave hoftages for 
the performance of this treaty. 

On the 1 2th of October, Mr. Dc la Bourdonnais inverted one of the 
counc il of Pondicherry, appointed by Mr. Dupleix, with the government 
of Machafs and went on board of his own ihip, which had been 
rehtted with jury marts. He anchored in the road of Pondicherry on 
the 1 5th, and failed from thence the 20th with leven (hips, intending to 
proceed to Achin ; but foreseeing that a part of them would probably 
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be unable to reach that port, he formed the fquadron into two divifions, 1746. 
one confided of the three (hips which arrived lad from Europe, together ■v-* 
with another that had efcapcd the dorm : thefe were all in good condi- 
tion ; and were therefore ordered to make their way to Achin, without 
waiting for the other divifion, which confided of Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s 
70 gun drip, one that had been difmaded, and a merchant drip which 
had likewife differed in the dorm. The four found fhips very foon failed 
out of fight of their comrades ; and Mr. De la Bourdonnais, finding that 
the diattered condition of the other three rendered them incapable of 
gaining their dedined port againd the viol cnee of a contrary wind, made 
fail for the ifiand of Mauritius, where they arrived in the beginning of 
December without any accident. I Ic foon after left Mauritius, which, 
from a fored, he had rendered a flourifliing colony, and the arfcnal of all 
the French military expeditions in India, Every body knows the treat- 
ment he received on his arrival in France. The friends of Mr. Du- 
pleix had influence enough at the couit to get him confined to the 
baflile, where he remained a prifoner almod three years : upon an exa- 
mination of his conduit, his judification, proved by original papers 
which have been made public, procured him his liberty. Had he fur* 
vived the fubfequent ill fuccefles of his nation at fea, his abilities would 
probably have raifed him to the highed commands in the navy of 
France. His knowledge in mechanics rendered him capable of build- 
ing a fhip from the keel : his Ikill in navigation, of conducting her 
to any part of the globe : and his courage, of defending her againd 
any equal force. In the condud of an expedition, he fuperintended 
all the details of the fervice, without being perplexed cither with 
the variety or number of them. His plans were fimple, his orders 
prccife, and both the bed adapted to the fervice in which he was en- 
gaged. His application was mediant; and difficulties ferved only to 
heighten his adivity, which always gave the example of zeal to thofe he 
commanded. 

The dorm to which the French fquadron had been expofed, 
ruined the marine force of that nation in India, and preferved 
the Englilh edablidiments from imminent danger: but, at the lame 
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1746. time, this di farter gave fuch an addition of rtrength to the French 
'"'v — cftablilhments in the Carnatic, that the events which have fince happened 
on the coart of Coromandel, feem to have been the confequencc of that 
augmentation of troops, which Pondicherry acquired after the French 
fquadron was reduced to the incapacity of attempting any farther expedi- 
tions. Mr. Dc la Bourdonnais left behind him 1 200 difeiplined men ; 450 
more were landed out of the three rtiips which came laft into India, and 
8 or 900 failors taken out of the drips that remained on the coaft were 
dilliplincd as foldiers. By this addition, the whole of the French troops 
on the coart: of Coromandel amounted to a body of 3000 men. 

The Nabob An’war-adean Khan, very foon after the French had taken 
Madrafs, began to fufpedt, or had difeovered that the promife which Mr. 
Dupleix had made to put him in pofleflion of the town, was a fraud 
employed to divert him from giving the English any affiftancc during the 
liege. Fie determined to revenge this affront by laying fiege to Madrafs ; 
which he made no doubt of taking from the French, with as much eafe 
as they had taken it from the Englifh : for meafuring the military abilities 
of the Europeans, by the great refpedt and humility with which they had 
hitherto carried themfelves in all their tranfadtions with the Mogul go- 
vernment ; he imagined that this fubiniflion in their behaviour proceed- 
ed from a confcioufnefs of the fuperior military prowefs of the Moors. 

Some troops from Areot were arrived in the neighbourhood of Madrafs 
before Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s departure, and foon after the Moors 
formed a camp of 10,000 men, under the command of Maphuze 
Khan the Nabob’s eldeft fon, who caufed the town to be inverted on all 
fides : two deputies were immediately fent to treat with him, and thefe 
he kept prifoners. The French in Madrafs had received orders from Mr. 
Dupleix, not to commit any hortilities againft the Moors, until the laft 
extremity ; and this inadlion was interpreted by them as the effedt of 
fear. Having received information of the difpofitions which Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais had made for the attack of the place, they endeavoured to 
copy them and brought great heaps of faggots and earth to the Ipot 
where he had eredted one of the batteries of mortars : here they in- 
tended to form a battery of their cannon, which were fo old, as not to 
be fired without riik to thofe who managed them. 
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A fli allow river ran along the weftern-fide of Madrafs : its outlet to 1746. 
the Tea was about 700 yards to the fouth of th® White Town ; but Wy— » 

this was generally flopped by a mound, formed of the fands, which 
were continually thrown up by the furf. This obftrudtion confining the 
waters of the river, rendered it of as much defence as a wet ditch to 
that part of the town by which it pafied. The Nabob’s army intended 
to efcalade the Black Town, of which the walls were low, and the baf- 
tions of very little flrength ; this had been the projedt of Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais. To facilitate their approach to the walls in a general al- 
fault, they employed a great number of men to cut through the mound 
of fand, a pra&ice which they were informed the Englifh always made 
ufe of, whenever they thought it neceflary to drain the river. At the 
fame time a large body of troops took poffefiion of a fpring laying about 
three miles to the north of the town, which was the only fource from 
which the inhabitants were fupplied with good water. Thefe meafures 
fhewed a degree of intelligence very uncommon in the military operations 
of the Moors. The French finding the waters of the river decreafe, 
and their communication with the fpring interrupted, determined to com- 
mence hoflilities, and fired from the baflions of the Black and White 
Town, upon the Moors, wherever they appeared, who immediately re- 
treated from the mound, and the reft of their ftations, which were ex- 
pofed to this fire ; but ftill kept poffefiion of the ground near the fpring, 
which was out of the reach of cannon-fhot from the town. 

The next day, being the 22d of October, a body of 400 men, 
with two field pieces, marched out of the town, and attacked that 
quarter of the Nabob’s army, which wascncampcd to the north-weft, 
between the Town and the fpring. Their cavalry mounted on 
the firft alarm, and uniting their fquadrons, advanced with the ap- 
pearance of refolution to the attack of the French detachment. 

None of the Moors had ever feen field pieces employed againft 
them ; and had no conception, that it was pofiible to fire, with exe- 
cution, the fame piece of cannon five or fix times in a minute ; for 
in the aukward management of their own clumfey artillery, they 
think they do well if they fire once in a quarter of an hour. The 
French detachment concealed their two field pieces behind their line, 
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1746. until the enemy’s cavalry approached near enough to fed the full efteit 
V'V""’ of them. The line n pvr opened to the right and left, and the field pieces 
immediately began to play with great vivacity through the interval : their 
fire was well directed ; two or three of the enemy’s horfes were (truck 
down by the fird dilcliargc, which put their whole body into confufion ; 
however they kept their ground (or fomc time, as if waiting for an in- 
terinifiion of this new and unexpected fire; but, fmding that it con- 
tinued with the fame vivacity, they were (truck with a panic, and took 
to flight with great precipitation, leaving the French to plunder their 
tents and baggage, without daring to interrupt them by a fecond onlct. 
Several parties were detached to dillodgc the Moors from the different 
indofurcs of which they had taken pofleiiion ; and thel’e troops were no 
fooner fired upon than difperfed. The French took two pieces of can- 
non, which they found Co little fit for feiviee, that they (hang them 
into a well : they killed about 70 Moors in the attack, and returned 
iijto the town, without the lofs of a man. 

MEaphuze Khan, after this defeat, immediately collected all his. troops, 
from the different quarters which they occupied round Madrafs, into one 
camp, about two miles to the weflward of the town; but upon hearing 
that the French expedfed a reinforcement from Pondicherry, he quitted 
tins camp the next day, and took polfc.fi on of St. Thome, a town 
fituated about four miles to the fouth of Madrafs. 

This place, once in the pofleifion of the Portuguefe, and during the 
time of their profperity in India famous for the fplendor and riches of 
its inhabitants, has long fince been reduced to a town of little note or. 
refort, although it dill gives title to a Portuguefe bifhop. The town had 
no defence, excepting here and there the remains of a ruined wall : a 
river ran into the lea from the wed, about a quarter of a mile to the 
fouth of the town. Maphuze Khan took poflcfiion of the drand be- 
tween the river and the town with his whole army, and planted his 
artillery along the bank of the river. 

On the 24th of Odiober the French detachment arrived, by break of 
day, at the bank of the river oppofite to St. Thome, and found the 
Nabob’s troops, boric as well as foot, dr awn up on the other fide, to 
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oppofc their paflage. It had been concertedj that a party of 400 men 1746. 
fhould march from Madrafs, and attack the Moors on the northern fide 
of the town, at the fame time that the detachment from Pondicherry 
attacked them on the fouth. The troops from Madrafs failed to arrive 
in time ; but the other detachment, notwithftanding this difappointment, 
advanced without heiitation to the attack. The river was fordable, and 
they palled it without lofs, notwithftanding they were expoled to the 
fire of the enemy’s artillery, which, us ufual, was very ill ferved. As 
loon as they had gained the oppolite bank, they gave a general fire of 
their faiall arms, and then prefled on to attack the enemy with their 
bayonets. The Moors, unaccuftomcd to fuch hardy and precipitate 
onlets, gave way, and retreated into the town, where they again made 
a Ihcw of refiftancc from behind feme pallil'adocs which they had 
planted in dill ere nt parts of the fouth fide of the town. The French 
continued to advance againft them in good order, and no looner fired 
from three or four platoons than the Moors gave way again ; and the 
horfe and foot falling back promifcuoufly on each other in the narrow 
ftrects of the town, the confufion of the throng was fo great, that they 
remained for fume time expoled to the fire of the French, without 
making anv refiftancc, or without being able to retreat. Many were 
killed before the whole army could get out of the town, and gain 
the plain to the weft wank Their general, Maphuze Khan, mounted 
on an elephant, on which the great ftandard of the Carnatic was 
difphycd, was one of the firft who made his efcape. The Moors 
were fcarc-ely fled out of the town before the detachment from Madrafs 
arrived, and aftifted in the pillage of the enemy’s baggage, among which 
were lome valuable eft cits. The French took many buries and oxen, 
and feme camels. It is laid, that after the battle they murdered l'everal 
of the Moors whom they found concealed in the homes they were plun- 
dering. Ibis defeat ft ruck fuch a terror into Maphuze Khan, and the 
Nabob’s army, that they retreated out of the country about Madrafs, 
and foon after returned to Areot. 

It was now more than a century fince any of the European nations had 
gained a dedfive advantage in war againft the officers of the Great 
Mogul. The experience of former unfuccelslu^ enterprizes, and the 
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1746. fcantinefs of military abilities which prevailed in all the colonies, from 

— v——' a long diliife of arms, had perfuaded the Europeans eltablifhed in 
Indoftan, that the Moors were a brave and formidable enemy ; when 
the French at once broke through the charm of this timorous opinion, 
by defeating a whole army with a Angle battalion. 

The officer who commanded the detachment, which routed the Moors 
at St. Thome, was a Swifs, named Paradis. He had gained the favour 
of Mr. Duplcix, by manifefting a violent enmity again!! Mr. De la Bour- 
donnais : and Mr. Dupleix regarding him as the moft proper perfon to 
carry into execution any oppofttion to Mr. De la Bourdon nais’s mea- 
fures, appointed Paradis governor of Madrafs. At the fame time, the 
French inhabitants of Pondicherry, inftruded by Mr. Dupleix’s e mi Va- 
ries, afiembled and drew up a reprefentation, addrefled to Mr. Dupleix 
and the council, in which they fet forth the neccffity, as they pre- 
tended, of annulling the treaty of ranfom. Mr. Dupleix and the 
council of Pondicherry, affeding to refped the general voice of the in- 
habitants, which they had fuborned, inftruded Paradis to execute this re- 
folution. On the 30th of Odober, the inhabitants of Madrafs were 
called together ; the French garrifon was drawn up under arms, and a 
manifefto, addrefled to the Englifh, was publicly read. This paper con- 
tained the following declaration and injundions : 

The treaty of ranfom made with Mr. De la Bourdonnais was declared 
null. The Englilh were enjoined to deliver up the keys of all maga- 
zines without exception : all merchandizes, plate, provifions, warlike 
ftores, and horfes, were declared the property of the French company ; 
but the Englilh were permitted to difpofe of their moveables, cloaths, 
and the jewels of the women : they were required to give their parole 
not to ferve again!! the French nation until they fhould be exchanged ; 
and it was declared, that thofe who refufed to obey this injundion, 
would be arrefted and fent to Pondicherry. All, excepting fuch as were 
willing to take the oath of allegiance to the French King, were ordered 
to quit the town in four days, and were prohibited from taking up their 
refidence within the bounds of Madrafs, or in any of the country houfes 
belonging to the Englilh without thofe bounds. 
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Such injurious and diftrcfsful terms aggravated the iniquity of that 1746. 
breach of public faith which produced them. v— * 

The French put their manifefto into execution with the utmoft 
rigour, and took poflefiion of the effects of the Englifh with an avariti- 
ous exactitude rarely praCtilcd by thofe who fudden ly acquire valuable 
booties : the fortunes of molt of the Engl i ill inhabitants were ruined. 

T he governor and feveral of the principal inhabitants were conducted, 
by an eicort of 400 men, to Pondicherry : here Mr. Dupleix, under 
pretence of doing them honour, caufed them to enter the town in an often - 
tatious proceffion, which expofed them to tjie view of 50,000 fpcCtators, 
like priioners led in triumph. Others of the inhabitants, with feveral 
of the military officers, determined not to give the parole which was re- 
quired of them ; and alledged, very juftly, that the breach of the treaty 
of ranfom relcafed them from that which they had given to Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais : thefe made their efcape out of the town by night, and, 
travelling by various routs through the country, went to the Englifh fet- 
tlemcnt of Fort St. David. 

The Eaft India company was here in pofleffion of a territory larger 
than that of Madrafs : it had been purchafed, about a hundred years 
before, from the Indian prince of the country j and their title to it was 
confirmed by the Mogul’s viceroy, when the Moors conquered the Car- 
natic. The fort was fituated near the feai 2 miles to the fouth of 
Pondicherry. It was final], but better fortified than any of its lize in 
India, and l'erved as a citadel to the company’s territory. About a mile 
to the fouth of it was fituated the town of Cuddalore, in which the prin- 
cipal Indian merchants, and many of the natives dependent on the 
company refided. Its form was an oblong Iquare, extending 1200 yards 
from north to fouth, and 900 from eaft to weft : Three of its fides were 
defended by walls flanked with bullions : that to the fea was for the 
greateft part open j but a liver paffing from the weflward between Fort 
St. David and the town of Cuddalore, directed its courl'e parallel to the 
caftern fide of the town, of whf h it walhed the lkirts ; and was (epa- 
rated from the fea by a mound of land, which the furf throws upon the 
Iliore in moft patts of the court, f'o the weftward of the fort, and within 
the company’s territory, were two or three populous villages, inha- 
bited 
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1746. bited by the natives. The government of Fort St. David depended 
— v — J on that of Madrafi, to which it was immediately the next in rank : 
but on the breach of the treaty of ranfbm, the company’s agents 
at Fort St. David, regarding thofc of Madrafs as prifoners to the French, 
took upon themfelvcs the general adminiftration of the Eaft India com- 
pany’s aftiiiis on the coaft of Coromandel. 

They began their adminiftration by applying to the Nabob of Arcot 
for his abidance againft the French, by whom they expedted every day 
to be attacked. The defeat of Maphuze Khan had irritated the Moors 
fo much againft that nation, that the Nabob readily engaged to fend his 
army to Fort St. David, on condition that the Englifli would furnifh a 
part of the expence of maintaining it. This propofal was agreed to, 
and the army prepared to take the field in two bodies, one commanded 
by Maphuze Khan, and the other by his brother Mahomed-ally. 

In the beginning of December Mr. Dupleix recalled Paradis from 
Madrafs, intending to give him the command of an expedition he was 
preparing at Pondicherry againil Fort St. David. Paradis fet out with a 
detachment of 300 Europeans, and took the opportunity of this cfcoit 
to carry away the booty he had ac pored in the adminiftration of his go- 
vernment : it confiftcd of valuable ciledls, which were packed in 50 or 
60 cbefts. Maphuze Khan had publicly lvvorn to revenge the defeat of 
St. Thome ; and being apprized of the march of the French detachment, 
refolvcd to intercept them, and placed himfelf, with the troops under 
his command, confifting of 3000 horfe and 2000 foot, twenty miles 
to the fouth of Madrafs. The care of his baggage made Paradis 
divide his men into two bodies, between which marched the Indians, 
called Coolies, who carried his chefts. Maphuze Khan directed his at- 
tacks againft the body in the rear : his cavalry hovered about this part 
of the French line : at times, with the appearance of men determined to 
charge fword in hand, they galloped up to it ; but retreated as foon as the 
French had formed themfelvcs. The infantry of Maphuze Khan, armed 
with matchlocks, fired from behind thickets and other covers upon the 
detachment, but at too great a diftance to do execution. When the Moors 
firft began their attack, the French were at the diftance of nine miles from 
the Dutch fettlemcnt of Sadras, and intended to gain that town before 
3 night : 
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night : but the frequent halts which they were obliged to make in order i 
to oppofe the enemy greatly retarded their march. Paradis, grown anxious 
for the prefervation of his baggage, ordered it to move on before the 
advanced guard, and then marched away with that body, leaving the 
rear to maintain the fight as they could. The rear did not lofe courage 
by this feparation. They continued to oppole the Moors with vigour, 
and made their way good to Sadrafs, but not without the lofs of 1 2 
Europeans, who were taken prifoners in different onfets. Maphuze Khan 
gave out that he had defeated the French, and fhewed his prifoners as 
an inconteftible mark of the victory, which, he faid, he had gained: 
.And indeed the behaviour of Paradis after his arrival at Sadrafs lerved 
to confirm the Moors in the opinion, that they had retaliated the dis- 
grace of St. Thome ; for he did not venture to proceed on his march 
until he had been reinforced by a large detachment fent to his afliftancc 
from Pondicherry. Maphuze Khan, fatisfied with the advantage he 
had gained, left the fea-coaft the day after the action, and proceeded to 
foin his brother Mahomed-ally, who had taken the field. 

The troops deflined to attack Fort St. David affembled at Arian- 
copang, a ffnall Fort built by the Freni h about two miles to the 
fiouth-weft of Pondicherry, and about one mile and a half from the 
fea : but Mr. Dupleix could not prevail on the officers to admit Mr. 
Paradis to command them, in prejudice of the right of his feniors in the 
fcrvice. The command therefore was given to Mr. Bury, the okldl 
officer of the French troops in India. 

The European troops in the fervice of the colonies rftablifhcd in 
indoftan, never confifl intircly of natives of that country to wlikh the 
colony belongs: on the contrary, one half at leall is computed of men 
of all the nations *in Europe. The chriflians, who call themfeives 
Furtuguefe, always form fkrt of a garrifon : they are little fuperior 
in courage to the lower calls of Indians, and greatly inferior to the 
higher calls, as well as to the northern Moct\> of Indoftan j but he- 
eaufc they learn the manual exercifc and the duties of a parade with 
fufficient rcadinefs, and arc clad like Europeans, they are incorporated 
into the companies of European troops. From wearing a hat, thefe 
pretended Portugucfe obtained amongft the natives of India the name of 
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1746. Topaflesj by which name the Europeans likewife diftinguilh them. The 
—v-*-' Indian natives, and Moors, who are trained in the European manner,, 
are called Sepoys ; in taking our arms and military exercife, they do not 
quit their own drefs or any other of their cuftoms. The Sepoys are formed 
into companies and battalions, and commanded by officers of their own 
nation and religion. Thofe troops of the natives, who bring with them 
their own arms, and continue their own manner of ufmg them, retain 
the names they bear in their ieveral countries. On the coaft of Coro- 
mandel the Europeans diftinguilh all the different kinds of undifeiplined 
militia by the general name of Peons, and comprehend under this name, 
troops armed with fwords and targets, with bows and arrows, with pikes 
and lances, with matchlocks, and even with mufquets. 

On the 8th of December at night the French army fet out from 
Ariancopang, and arrived the next morning, by break of day, at the 
river Panna, which runs into the fea about a mile and a half to the 
north, of Fort St. David : their force confided of 1700 men, for the 
mod part Europeans, of which 50 were cavalry : they had one or two 
companies of Caffre flaves, natives of Madagafcar and of the eaftern 
coaft of Africa: thefc had been difeiplined, and were brought into 
India, by Mr. De la Bourdonnais. Their artillery confifted of fix field 
pieces, and as many mortars. 

The garrifon of fort St. David, with the addition of the officers and 
foldiers who had made their efcape from Madrafs, confifted of no more 
than 200 Europeans, and 100 Topaffes. Thefe were intended to de- 
fend the fort : and as the Nabob’s behaviour, when Madrafs was at- 
tacked by De la Bourdonnais, had caufed the Englilh to doubt of his 
afiiftan.ee, they hired 2000 Peans for the defence of Cuddalore and 
the company’s territory, and diftributed 8 or gbo ^mufquets amongft 
them. At this time the Englilh on the cqjft of Coromandel had not. 
adopted the idea of training the Indian natives in the European dil- 
cipline, notwithftanding the French had fet the example, by railing, 
tour or five companies of Sepoys at Pondicherry. 

The French Army croffed the river Panna, and entered the com- 
pany’s territory without meeting with any other oppofition than the fire 
of lome of the Peons, who galled them a little from behind thickets,, 

and 
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and other covers; but retreated as foon as the French fired upon 1746- 
them with their field-pieces. At the diftance of a mile and half to the '-nr— 
north-weft of Fort St. David was a country houfe appointed for the re- 
fidence of the governor, behind which, to the north, was a large garden 
inclofed with a brick wall, and before the houfe, to the lbuth, a court 
with buildings on each fide of it. The French palled the river at a 
ford which was about a quarter of a mile from the garden, and advanced 
to take poflelfion of it : here again they found fome Peons, who made 
a little refiftance, but were foon diflodged. Mr. Dupleix had af- 
fured the commander of the French troops, that the English had 
not been able to prevail with the Nabob to lend more than 1500 
men to their afliftance ; and he was fo much perfuaded of the truth 
of this information, that he had given Mr. Bury pofitive orders to march 
through the company’s territory diredtly to the town of Cuddalore, 
without lofing any time in reconnoitring, or in waiting for intelligence. 

The French, having hitherto met with no other refiftance than from die 
irregular fkirmiftics of the Peons, were confirmed in the belief of what 
Mr. Dupleix had alferted, From this confidence the foldiers, fatigued 
with a march of twelve miles, were permitted, as foon as they had taken 
poffefiion of the garden, to lay down their arms ; and the officers neg- 
lected to ftation guards, or to take the ufual precautions which are ge- 
nerally thought indifpenfable againft a furprize. In a few minutes the 
whole army had quitted their arms, and every man was draggling ac- 
cording to his own inclination. Some were cutting wood to drefs 
their meal, fome were cooking it, fome were eating, and others were 
laid down to fleep. The Coolies employed in carrying the baggage, 
together with the Indians who condudted the camels, carts, and oxen 
which were laden with it, haftened to arrive at the ftation of repofe ; 
and, as loon as they had dilcharged the baggage promifeuoufly in the 
court before the garden-houfe, they followed the example of the foldiers, 
and difperfed. Such was the general dilorder, when a large body 
of forces, horfe and foot, were difeovered approaching in good order 
from the weftward, at the diftance of a mile. Thefe troops were the 
Nabob’s army, under the command of his Tons Maphuze Khan and Ma~ 
homed-ally, who having united die forces they feparately commanded, 
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1746. formed a body of 6000 horfe and 3000 foot, which had arrived the 
preceding day on the plain of Chimondalum, four miles to the weft of 
Fort St. David. 

Every man was confcious of the general dilorder ; hi.s fenfc of it in- 
aeafetl the terror excited by the unexpected appearance of the Nabob’s 
army ; and the foldiers loft all confidence in their officers, by whofc neg- 
led tluv were expofed to what they thought fuch imminent danger: 
they ran to their arms in confufion ; their fears prevented them from 
perceiving the advantage of their fituation in the garden, where cavalry 
could make no impreffion ; »and they imagined that the only means of 
laving themfelvcs was to recrofs the river before they could be attacked, 
flurried away by this notion, they rulhed out of the garden into the 
plain, moving on with precipitation and without order, towards the river j 
but the Nabob’s troops came up with them before they arrived there. 

The Peons of the Nabob’s army, joined by thofe belonging to the 
Englilh who had rallied, fired upon them from all tides. The men 
belonging to the French artillery had not participated of the general 
confufion, but retreated in good order, and kept up a conftant fire from 
the field-pieces upon the enemy’s cavalry. Thefe, in large fquadrons, 
accompanied their Peons, and at times advanced fword in hand upon 
the main body of the French > but were always beat back by the 
fire of their artillery. As loon as the French troops had gained the 
bank, they plunged into the river, where the water was four feet deep 5 
and now their panic was fo great, that one half of the men flung away 
their arms before they reached the other fide : but the artillery con- 
tinued to preferve their courage and order, and faved the field-pieces, 
which they tranfported over the river one after another, turning them 
again upon the enemy as foon as they were landed on the oppofite 
bank. 

The Englilh at Fort St. David were apprized of the arrival of the 
Nabob's army at Chimondalum j and the whole garrifon, excepting 5a 
Topaffes, lallicd out as foon as they perceived the French retreating, 
but did not come up in time to afiift in interrupting their paflage 
over the river. Having prevailed upon the Nabob’s army to accom- 
pany them, they advanced in purfuit of the French, but did not over- 
take 
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take them until they had marched lix miles on the other fide of the 
river. By this time the French troops had recovered from their panic, 
and were drawn up in filth good order, that it was not thought prudent 
to attack them. They continued their march to Arioncopang, where 
they arrived at feven in the evening, having been in motion, with very 
little rclpite, for 24 hours. On a review of the hate of their army, 
they found that 120 of their Europeans had been wounded, and 12 
killed. They had left behind them at the garden all the baggage which 
was come up before the Moors appeared. The Englilh, on their return 
from the purfuit, found feveral cherts of tnufquets, and other military 
rtores ; but a body of the Nabob’s cavalry had plundered all the reft of 
the baggage as loon as the French quitted the garden. 

Mr. Dupleix judging, from the ill fuccefs of this expedition, that 
any open attempts againft the Englilh at Fort St. David would he frus- 
trated whilft the Moors continued to afiift them, entered into a cor- 
refpondenee with the Nabob and Maphuzc Khan, to induce them to 
withdraw their troops : and at the fame time he formed a project to 
take Cuddalorc by iurprize. The French army continued at Arionco- 
pang ; and on the 30th of December a number of boats were fent from 
Pondicherry to the mouth of the river which runs along the loath fide 
of that idrt. As foon as it was night, 5 00 men were fent from Arionco- 
pang, and embarked on board of thel'e boats, with orders to proceed by 
lea to Cuddalorc, where they were to enter the river which runs along the 
eaftern lide, and attack the town from this quarter by break of day. The 
boats were t'carccly got through the furf, when the wind rofe from the 
louth, and blew lb hard that feveral of the boats filled with water, and all 
of them were obliged to put back. The furf now beat fo high on the 
coaft, that the l'oldiers flung away their arms, as incumbrances which 
would prevent them from gaining the fliore ; for in high furfs the 
boat is quitted as foon as it touches the ground, left the fucceeding wave. 
Ihould break upon it, and overwhelm thole who are in it. 

Mr. Dupleix, thus difappointed in this fecond expedition againft: 
Cuddalore, finding that the Nabob’s army ftill continued with the 
Englifh, attempted to caufe a diverfion of their troops, by carrying the 
war into the country near Madrafs. A detachment from the town- 
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4746. marched 20 miles inland, burning and dedroying all the villages they 

— v — ■ * came to : they met with no refinance in their way j for the inhabitants 
took to flight as they approached ; and the Nabob had no troops in that 
part of his country. The French found large quantities of grain in 
ieveral places, which, for want of means to carry it away, they fft fee to. 
They gained no advantage by this expedition ; for the Moors remained 
at Fort St. David, and the Nabob was more exafperated than before. 

1 747. On the 9th of January the four fliips, that compofed the larged di- 
vifion of the fquadron in which Mr, de la Bourdonnais quitted the coad, 
returned from Achin to Pondicherry. Mr. Dupleix informed the Nabob 
of their arrival, exaggerated the addition of force which Pondicherry 
received from it, and at the fame time reprelented the Englifh at Fort 
St. David as a handful of men abandoned by the red of their coun- 
trymen. The princes of Indodan, as well as their fubjedts, take no 
.pains to inform themfelves of any affairs excepting thofe of their own 
country. The long abfence of the Englifh fquadron, joined to the pre- 
cipitation with which it had quitted the coad in September, concurred 
with Mr. Dupleix’s affertions, to make the Moors believe that the Eng- 
lifh concerns in India were becoming defperate. The governments 
of Indodan have no idea of national honour in .the condudt of their 
politics ; and as foon as they think the party with whom they are engaged 
is reduced to great didrefs, they fluff, without hefitation, their alliance to 
the oppoflte fide, making immediate advantage the only rule of their 
adtion. The Nabob ordered his fon Maphuze Khan to liden to Mr. 
Dupleix’s propofals of an accommodation, and fent back to Pondicherry 
the two deputies who had been detained prifoners by Maphuze Khan, 
when he inveded Madrafs. One of thefe prifoners was nephew to Mr. 
Dupleix, and the other a member of the council of Pondicherry : fhey 
had been kept at Arcot during their captivity, and were perhaps the 
only Europeans, excepting feme vagabonds and Jefuits, who had made 
fo long a refidence in the capital of the Carnatic, fincc the province had 
been conquered by the Great Mogul. The Moors had hitherto been 
careful to prevent Europeans from informing themfelves of the date of 
,the country, and the Europeans, lolely employed in commerce, .were 
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fo little felicitous of acquiring fuch information, that at this time they 
knew as little of Arcot as of Delhi. 

But Mr. Dupleix, while he was perfuading the Nabob that the 
Englifh affairs were without refeurce, was himfelf apprehenfive of the 
return oftheir fquadron, and did not think the fliips arrived from Achirt 
a force fufficient to encounter it : therefore, as foon as he found that 
there was a probability of withdrawing the Moors from the affiflance of 
the Englifh, he ordered the fhips to quit the coaft of Coromandel! 
They left Pondicherry die 8th of February, and failed to Goa, the 
capital of the Portuguefe fettlements in India. A few days after, Ma- 
phuze Khan went to Pondicherry, where he was received with pomp 
and much refpedt. Mr. Dupleix paid him 50,000 rupees in money, 
and made him a prefent of European trinkets to the value of 100,000 
rupees more : a peace was concluded between the French and the Na- 
bob, who recalled his army from Fort St. David. The Englifh at Fort 
St. David had not hitherto received any fupplies either from Europe or 
the colonics in India. 

An Eart India fliip from England appeared in fight of Madrafs in the 
month of November, and ignorant of the lofs of the place, approached 
the road. Mr. Paradis, who was then governor, upon deferying the 
iliip, ordered Englifh colours to be hoifled in the town, and lent a de- 
tachment of foldiers on board the Eaft India fliip that the French had 
taken on the day that Madrafs furrendered, which was at anchor in the 
road weakly manned. This fliip hkewile hoifled Englifh colours. The 
fliip from the lea call anchor, without any fufpicion, near the prize, 
which immediately attacked her, but in fo unfkilful a manner, that' 
Para4is began to apprehend the prize herfelf would be taken. He 
therefore began to fire from all the batteries in the town that commanded 
the road upon the Englifh fliip, which, difeovering by thefe hoflilities 
that Madrafs was in poffcflion of die French, weighed her anchor, and: 
went out of the road without having received any damage. In Ja- 
nuary another fliip horn England came to an anchor before Madrafs : 
the French immediately font, by a fifhing-float, a letter written in Eng- 
lifh, pretending that the town was inverted by the Moors, and that 
they fhould immediately fend boats to bring on fhorc the trealure and J 
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the foldiers. The captain, deceived by this letter, as well as by the 
flag which was flying in the town, entertained no fufpicion, and permitted 
the boats to come to the fliip without examination. A number of fol- 
diers were concealed in them, who in the flime inftant boarded the Chip 
from different quarters. The greateft part of the fhip’s company ,vere 
enfeebled by the feurvy, and thofe who were capable of making refin- 
ance were fo thuch furpriled, that they were eafily overpowered by the 
French foldiers, before they were capable of recollecting themfelves to 
aCt with refolution. The fit ip was taken, and in her 60,000 1 . in bullion. 
In the interval another EngRh Eaft India lhip anchored in the road of 
Fort St. David, where the governor immediately fent off a letter to the 
captain, acquainting him with the lot's of Madrafs, of the great fuperiority 
of the French force on the coafl of Coromandel, and of the diftrefl'es 
to which the fort was reduced by the want both of men and money. 
'Fhe lhip was, as ufual, configned to the governor and council of Ma- 
drafs ; and the dillrefles of Fort St. David, inftead of inducing the cap- 
tain to aflifl them, only fuggerted to him the rifk to which his own 
fortune might be expofed, by landing the company’s trealure, contrary 
to the letter of his indruFtions, in a fettlcment threatned with fuch im- 
minent danger. Actuated by this motive, he relufed to comply with 
the requeft made him by tire governor of Fort St. David, and let fail for 
Bengal without landing the foldiers, or any part of the cargo. Thefe 
liniftcr accidents ferved to confirm Mr. Dupleix’s afiertions, even in the 
opinion of the Englilh themlclves, that their fitnation was growing 
defperate, when at laft, on the 19th of February, the lhip which had 
efcaped out of the road of Madrafs in November came from Ceylon, 
and landed 60,000 1. in lilver, together with 20 recruits for the^gar- 
rifon : the money was a very important fupplv ; for the treafury of Fort 
St. David was almofl exhaufted when the lhip arrived. 

The French army appeared in fight of Fort St. David in the morn- 
ing of the 2d of March : it confided of the fame troops which had 
been routed by the Moors at the garden : but Mr. Duplcix had now 
prevailed on the officers to receive Mr. Paradis for their commander. 
The Englilh garnibn marched out, with three field pieces, and a troop 
of horfe compofed chiefly of volunteers, to prevent the French from 
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crofting the river Panna, and found them drawn up about 600 yards 1747. 
on the other fide of it : a cannonading enfued, which continued during '— ■* v** 
the greateft part of the day; and in the evening a part of the French 
army crofted the river, out of the reach of cannon-ftiot, to the wefl> 

WtTrd"! 1 tforft&rfe were detached to reconnoitre them, and returned with 
the lofs of two men killed by the fire of the French Caffres ; upon which 
the troops retreated to the fort. Of the Englilh 1 2 men, and of the 
French 22, were killed during the cannonade. Before morning the 
whole French army had pafl'ed the river, and taken pofiefiion of the 
garden. A few hours afterwards a number of ftiips were deferied to 
to the north, approaching the road : thefe were the Englifli fquadron 
from Bengal. The French no fooner perceived them than they recrofled 
the river, and marched back with great precipitation towards Pondi- 
chefry. 

The fquadron had been reinforced in Bengal by the arrival of two 
jfliips, one of 60 guns and the other of 40, fent from England with 
admiral Griffin, who was appointed commander in chief. The prefi- 
dency of Bengal fent in the fquadron a company of 1 00 Europeans, 
who were landed as foon as the lhips anchored ; and Mr. Griffin like- 
wife fent on ftiore 1 50 marines and 500 failors ; but thefe were only in- 
tended to be a temporary augmentation of the garrifon. The (hips were 
foon after Rationed in fight of Pondicherry, where their appearance 
made Mr. Dupleix recal the French army into the town. 

In the month of June, a reinforcement of 100 Europeans, 200 
Topafifes, and 1 00 Sepoys, arrived from Bombay, and 400 Sepoys from 
theEnglifh fettlcment of Tellicherry : and 150 foldiers came likewife in 
the company’s thing in the courfe of the year from Europe. In September, 
the fquadron tailed to Madrafs, and their boats let fire to, and deftroyed 
in the road one of the ftiips of Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s fquadron, 
which had remained on the coaft ever lince his departure. 

The approach of the flormy monfoon in Odober did not induce Mr. 

Grilfin to quit the coaft: : he ordered the ftiips to continue in fight of 
Fort St. David ; the monfoon began and continued without any violent 
hurricane, but the weather was notwithftanding fo ftormy that only 
two of the ftiips were able to keep their Rations. The reft made fail 
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1747. to the Bay of Trincanomaly in Ceylon ; from whence they returned in 
*v— — * the beginning of the year 1748. The Medway, which had been the 

firft eaufe of the Fnglifli difgraces and misfortunes in India, was in fo 
bad a condition, that flic was foon after condemned as unfit for fervice j 
(he had been hove down at Calcutta in Bengal, but her leaks 
been thoroughly repaired. 

1 748. In the month of January 1 748, Major Laurence arrived from England 
at Fort St. David, with a commiffion to command all the Faft India 
company’s forces in India. At this time intelligence was received that 
Mr. Dupleix was preparing "to make another attempt againft Cudda- 
lore : upon which the Major ordered all the troops at Fort St. David 
to form a camp between the garden and the river Panna. Here they 
continued lbme time ; when it was difeovered that the commander of 
the Tellicherry Seapoys, a M001, had formed a defign to defert with 
all his men to tire French, in the firft Engagement that ftiould happen. 
This difeovery led to others. It was found that an Indian, who, be- 
fore Madrafs was loft, had aded as interpreter and agent of the Fnglifli 
governor of that place, carried on a correfpondence with the wife of 
Mr. Dupleix in the Malabar language, which the underftood. When 
the governor was removed by the French to Pondicherry, this man 
accompanied him ; and Mrs. Dupleix, by civilities and promiles, engaged 
him to give her intelligence of the tranfadions of the Fnglifli at Fort 
St. David, which he had for fome time done with great punduality. 
The fads were proved ; and the traitor, with another Indian his accom- 
plice, was hanged. The commander of the Tellicherry Sepoys, with 
ten other officers belonging to that body, were baniffied to the ifland of 
St- Helena, where fevcral of them gave terrible examples of the force 
of defpair, by affifting one another in putting an end to their lives, rather 
than remain in flavery in a place, of which the lituation excluded them 
from all hopes of being able to make their efcape to their native 
country. 

The four French ftfips which failed from Pondicherry in February 
1 747. left Goa and the coaft of Malabar in Odober, and failed to the 
ifland of Mauritius. They were here joined by three others, one of 50 
and two of 40 guns, fent from France. The two 40 gun ftfips had been 

in 
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in India, and had taken an Englifh Eaft India (hip in fight of the ifland 1748* 
of Bombay. This prize would have been very confiderable, had not 
the vigilance of the governor of the ifland faved the filver that was on 
board, by lending from the fhore two ffilring-boats, which brought away 
wfiilft the fhip was defending itfelf againft the enemy. 

On the 9th of June at night the Englifh 20 gun fhip returned from 
a cruize, and brought intelligence to Fort St. David that fhe had difeo- 
vered feven large fhips to the fouth. Thefe were the French fquadron, 
which had failed from Mauritius in the latter end of April. The Englifh 
fquadron, lately reinforced by three fhips farm England, was now com- 
pofed of three fhips of 60 guns, three of 5 o, three of 40, and one of 
20 guns. Thefe were at anchor in the road ; but the rudder of one 
of the 40 gun fhips was unhung, and Mr. Griffin and leveral of the 
officers were on fhore, where many of the men were likewifl*, in the 
hofpital. 

During the fouthern monfoon the wind blows conftantlv from the 
fouth- weft in all parts of the bay of Bengal, except at the diftauce of 10 
or 1 5 leagues from the land ; and here it generally changes in 24 
hours, blowing a part of this time from the fca at l'outh-eaft, and during 
the reft from the land at fouth-weft : the land-wind generally rifes about 
midnight, and lafts till noon, but it is not always confined to this inter- 
val ; for fome days it continues until the evening, and at other times, 
when very ftrong, blows for three or four days without interruption. 

The fea-wind very lcldom continues more than 1 2 hours, and is gene- 
rally preceded by a fhort interval of calm. During the fouthern mon- 
foon the currents, as w'ell near the land as out at fca, drive ftrongly to 
the north. 

A ffiip during the fea-wind cannot gain way to the fouth ; for the fea 
is then rough, and the wind feldom inclines to the caft of the fouth- 
eaft point : but as the land-wind often veers to the weft point, and al- 
ways renders the fea fmooth within light of tire coaft, fhips bound to 
the fouth make fome progrcls during this wind, and either drop anchor 
to maintain their ground if they are near fhore when the land-wind 
fails, or if they arc at fome diftancc tlrey continue under fail, and with 
the fea-wind come near the llrore, where they are ready to avail them- 
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1748. felvcs again of the land-wind as foon as it fets in. By thefe operation* 
«— v— * a veficl that fails well fometimes gets ten or fifteen miles to the fouth in 
a day ; but it is not uncommon to fee others employed a month in getting 
only 100 miles to the fouthward. 

On the fcth of June at noon die French fhips 
in die t(Mth-eait. Tlie lea- wind was fet in, and they were failing dr- 
ied Jy he tore it toward Fort St. David. The pofition of the Englifh lqua- 
djon, at anchor near the land to leeward, rendered it impoflible for them 
to get nearer the enemy during the lea-wind ; lor had they weighed 
.inJior immediately, the nesjreit courfe they could have made would 
have been to the north-eail out to lea, and this would very loon have 
carried them to leeward of Pondicherry. Mr. Gridin therefore deter- 
mined not to weigh anchor till night, when the land-wind Ihould let in : 
in the interval the officers and men on fiiorc were ordered to join their 
lhips. At four in the afternoon the Fiench fquadron, being within three 
leagues of the road, altered thei r courfe, and plied to the fouth- well. 
This operation made the Englilh believe that they kept to windward 
with intention to gain Pondicherry at all events. About midnight the 
Englilh put to fea with the land-wind, endeavouring to keep in the lati- 
tude of Port St. David ; and in the morning they Ihortened fifil, in ex- 
pectation every minute of feeing the enemy again to the loutb ; but 
before the evening they fell to leeward of Pondicherry, when Mr. Griffin, 
finding his expectations deceived, made fail to Madrafs, where he arrived 
the next evening, and found no French lhips in the road. 

The French fquadron was commanded by M. Bouvet, governor o i 
the ille of Bourbon, an able and experienced mariner. Me had been 
apprized, at the French fettlement of Karrical, of the fuperior force of 
the Englilh : his operations, when in light of Fort St. David, were 
defigned to make the Englifh believe that he intended to engage 
them the next morning : but as foon as the night fet in he changed 
his courfe, and crouding all the fail his lhips could carry, went away 
to Madrafs, where he arrived the next morning the 1 ith of June, and 
immediately landed 400 foldiers, with 200,000 pounds in filver, which 
had been fent from France to the illand of Mauritius for the lervice of 
Pondicherry. Having thus effected the defign of his voyage, he put 
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out to fea on his return to Mauritius before the Englifh fquadron ap- 1748. 
peared in fight of Madrafs. <— v— . 

Mr. Dupleix perceiving that the Englifh fquadron had failed to Ma- 
drafs, from whence they could not return to Fort St. David in fome days, 
V^rrnio,ed,trv ^v’ail himfclf of their ablence, and make another attack 
upon Cuddalore. Eight hundred Europeans, with 1000 Sepoys, 
inarched from Pondicherry, and making a circuit inland, arrived on 
the 17th of June in the morning within three miles of Cuddalore, at 
the hills of Bandapolam. Here they halted during the day, and in- 
tended at night to attack Cuddalore by furjyize. 

Major Lawrence receiving intelligence of this defign, ordered the gar- 
rifon to march and the cannon to be removed to Fort St. David, in- 
tending by this operation to make the French believe that he did not 
think the place tenable. As foon as night came on, the garrifon, 
augmented to the number of 400 Europeans, together with the cannon, 
were fent back to Cuddalore, with the precautions neceflary to prevent 
the enemy from receiving intelligence of their return. The ftratagem 
fuccecded. 

At midnight the French advanced with fealing ladders, which they no 
fooner began to apply to the walls than they received the fire of all the 
mulquetry from the ramparts, together with that of four or five pieces 
of cannon loaded with grape-fhot. This unexpected refiftance ftruck 
the whole body, officers as well as foldiers, with a panic. Mofl. of the 
men flung away their arms without firing a fhot : but the precipitation 
of their flight prevented the Englifh fire from doing much execution 
amongft them : nor did their fears quit them when arrived at the place 
of their encampment ; for expecting to be followed, they marched on 
without halting until they came to the bounds of Pondicherry. 

It was now fome time that Mr. Dupleix had, with great activity, 
been employed in making dilpofitions to refill an armament bound to 
the Eaft Indies under the command of admiral Bofcawen, of whole 
deflination the French at Pondicherry, as well as the Englifh at Fort St. 

David, had received intelligence. This armament confifled of one fhip 
of 74 guns, one of 64, two of 60, two of 50, one of 20, a Hoop of 
1 4 guns, a bornb-fhip with her tender, and an hpfpital-fhip. To thefe- 
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1748. were joined eleven of the company’s (hips, which ferved to tranfport a 
— v— ' part of the troops and military ftores ; and on board of this fleet 
were 1500 foldtcrs. Mr. Bofeawen left England in November, and 
arrived at the (-ape of Good Hope the latter end of March, where he 
was joined by fix fiiips belonging to the Dutch Eafl'india-.^mpairy, 
on board of which were 400 fbldiers. With this reinforcement he fet 
fail from the Cape on the 23d of June for the illand of Mauritius, 
which he had orders to attack in his way to the coaft of Coromandel. 

The Portuguefe, in their firft navigations to India, dilcovered three 
i ilands, laying to the eaftwerd of Madagafcar, between the 19th and 
20th degree of latitude. The mod weftern of thefe, from the name 
of the perfon who difeovered it, they called Mafcarenhas ; but the 
French, when they took pofleflion of it in 1675, gave it the name of 
Bourbon, which now prevails. The eaftern illand the Portuguefe 
called Diego Reys ; which name it retains to this day ; and that be- 
tween Bourbon and Diego Reys they called Cerne, probably from a 
foppofirion that it was the Cerne of the ancients. The Dutch, when they 
made this a ftation of rcfrelhment for their Ihips coming from India, 
called it Mauritius : the French, when they took pofleflion of it the 
beginning of the prelent century, named it the Ille of France ; but this 
appellation has prevailed only among!! themfelves, the other Europeans 
Rill calling it Mauritius. 

The Portuguefe found on thefe Hands neither men nor any four- 
footed animals, excepting land-tortoifes, but great flocks of paroquets, 
doves, and fea-fowls ; and the fea abounds with' filh of various kinds, 
and with great numbers of turtle. 

The illand of Bourbon is 60 miles in length from north to louth, and 
45 in breadth from eall to weft. It has no port ; and the only part 
where boats can land is in the road of St. Paul to the north-weft. It has 
no plains, the whole being either hills of eafy afeent, or fteep mountains 
leparated by narrow vallies. Thefe mountains continue riling one above 
another from the fea coaft to the middle of the illand ; fo that in 
whatever view it is feen at a diftance, it appears one eonvex furface 
riling out of the lea. The French took pofleflion of it in the year 1665* 
and finding the foil rich, cultivated it with great afiiduity : it now pro- 
duces 
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duces wheat, and moft of the garden vegetables of Europe, as well as 1 748. 
thofe of India, with many fruits peculiar to both climates : the mango, 

China orange, and peach, grow in great plenty and in great perfec- 
tion. But the principal object of their agriculture, and what has ren- 

V-d* if d~w ili of importance in their commerce, is the cultivation of 
the coffee-tree, of which they brought the plants from Beit-ul Fakih in 
Arabia ; and thefe have throve fo well, that the bland now produces 
2000 tons of coffee every year. The cultivation of this tree, as well 
as moft other fervices of toil, arc performed by Caffre llaves brought 
from Africa and Madagalcar. The Frelwh have a breed of' horles, 
which, tho’ ffnall, arc effeemed for their hardinefs ; and they have 
reared beeves, goats, Iheep, and hogs, in fufticicnt quantities to fupply 
the wants of the inhabitants, although not in fuch plenty as to ftirnifh 
provifion for their fliipping ; but this negled feems to have arifen from 
the facility and cheapnefs wherewith thele and other provifions may 
be procured from the weftern fide of Madagafcar, where they have 
fettlcments. Several families from France eftablifhed themfelves here 
foon after the French took poffefiion of it, and from them are de~ 
feended the prefent inhabitants, who are now multiplied to the number 
of 4000, of which 1 000 are men capable of bearing arms : thefe 
have not degenerated from their anceftors, hut on the contrary are a 
race fo remarkable for ftaturc and proportion, as well as for health 
and ffrength, that they equal, if not exceed in thefe qualities, the moft 
athletic of the European nations. They are the only colony of Euro- 
peans eftablifhed within the tropics which have preferved thefe ad- 
vantages. 

The iiKonveniencies arifing from the want of a port at Bourbon, in- 
duced the French to take pofleftion of Mauritius. This iiland extends 
about 45 miles in length from north to fouth, and about 30 from weft: 
to eaft. In the north-eaftern quarter is a plain extending about ten 
miles from eaft to weft, and in fome places five miles in-land from the 
northern coaft. All the reft of the iiland is full of high and fteep moun- 
tains, laying fo near to one another that the intervals between them, in- 
ftead of vallies, form only beds of torrents ; and thefe are choaked 
with vaft fragments of ftone torn from the rock above. The fiimmits 
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1748. of thefe mountains are covered with fore As of ebony and other large 

— v— trees, and the ground under the lhade of the trees produces herbage, 
fhrubs, and plants of various- forts, from the common grafs to the Arongeft 
thorn, in fuch profufion that they form a thicket lb clofely interwoven, 
that a Aep cannot he made, but with the hatchet in handf"'M»ny^ 4 arnra- 
tions have notwithAanding been raifed with fuccefs on thefe mountains, 
and feme improvements made on the plain to the north-eaft j but the 
productions, altho’ moAly of the fame kind, are in lefs quantity, and 
in lefs perfection, than at Bourbon : it produces no coffee > but, by the 
induAry of M. de la Bourdonnais, fugar, indigo, and cotton, which arc 
not at Bourbon, were cultivated here with fuccefs j and although thefe 
plantations have been much neglected fince his departure, they may at 
any time be recovered. They are at this time endeavouring to culti- 
vate the genuine cinnamon, from plants procured at Ceylon ; but thefe, 
if they do not perifh, will in all probability, from the difference of foil 
and climate, greatly degenerate. Iron mines have been difeovered in the 
mountains, near the plain to the north-eaA ; and, thefe mountains fup- 
plying great quantities of fuel, forges have been created ; but the iron 
produced is brittle, and is made into cannon-balls and fhells for mortars. 
Beeves, fheep, and goats, are preferved with great difficulty : the beeves 
generally die before they have been a year in the ifland, and are there- 
fore frequently imported from Madagafcar and other parts. Common 
domefiic fowls breed in great plenty ; and thefe, with fifli and turtle, 
furnifh a great part of die food of the European inhabitants. Thefe 
have multiplied very little by marriage, moft of diem being natives 
of France. Their Caffre Haves are fubjecA to great mortalities from 
the linall-pox and other epidemical diAempers. 

Mauritius has two ports, one on the fouth-eaA coaA, and the other 
on the north-weA. The trade-wind from the fouth-eaA blows in 
thefe latitudes all the year round, excepting for a few days at the 
limimer folAice, when it is interrupted by hard gales and hurricanes from 
the north. The facility with which this wind enables Aiips to enter the 
fouth-eaA port, induced the French, when they firA took poAeffion of 
die ifland, to give the preference to this harbour ; but on finding that the 
fame wind often rendered the paflage out fo difficult that a fliip was fome- 
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times obliged to wait a fortnight before fhe could put to lea, they left it, 
and have ever fince made ufe of the other harbour. This lies nearly in 
the middle of the north fide of the ifland ; and its entrance is through a 
channel formed by two lhoals, which advance about a mile into the 
lea. • When a Ihip arrives oppofite to this channel, the fouth-eaft wind 
hinders her from entering the port under fail ; and Hie mull either warp 
in with cables, or be towed in by boats : the neceffity of this opera- 
tion, joined to the narrownefs of the channel, which does not aflbrd 
paflage for two Ihips a-breaft, is one of the greateft difficulties an 
enemy would meet with in attacking the harbour j for although there 
are two forts, and as many batteries, which command the channel, yet 
thefe might ealily be reduced, if Ihips of force could approach them 
under fail. This port is capable of containing ioo fail, and is provided 
with all the neceflfaries for repairing and even for building of Ihips. The 
entrance of the fouth-eaft port is defended by batteries ; and an army 
landed here would meet with great difficulties in palling over the moun- 
tains to the other parts of the ifland. There are feveral places, between the 
north-eaft extremity and the north port, where boats may land; but all thefe 
are defended by batteries, and the country behind them is a continued 
thicket: the reft of the coaft is inacceflible; and the French, relying on 
the difficulties of approaching the Ihore, had made no fortifications in any 
part of the ifland to obftrudt the progrels of an enemy when landed. 

The greateft extent of Diego Reys is 27 miles : it is full of rocks, 
which harbour great numbers of land tortoifes of a very large fize, 
which are efteemed excellent food : here the French keep a detach- 
ment of men, who are employed in catching thefe animals for the in- 
habitants of Mauritius ; and this is the principal ufe they make of 
Diego Reys. 

The louth-eaft trade-wind obliges all Ihips bound to thefe iflands to 
approach them from the eaft. The paflage from Diego Reys to Mauri- 
tius is performed in two days, and from Mauritius to Bourbon in one ; 
but it requires near a month to go from Bourbon either to Mauritius or 
Diego Reys : from April to October the voyage from Mauritius to the 
coaft of Coromandel is eafily performed in a month, Thefe iflands 
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1748. being out of the track of common intelligence, a large armament, fent 
rr “'*~ 1 "— 1 1 in detail from France, may rendezvous in the port of Mauritius, and 
from thence arrive in India before any intelligence is received there 
either of its ftrength or detonation : hence it ''is evident, that, if we 
have any regard to our fettlements in India, the redu&ion of this place 
ought to be one of the firft objedts of our attention in die beginning of 
a war with France. The poffeffion of Mauritius would probably be fol- 
lowed by the voluntary fubmiflion of Bourbon, or would certainly render 
it of no ufe to the French for the purpofes of war. 

The fquadron under the c&mmand of admiral Bofcawen was thirty- 
five days in its paffage from the Cape of Good Hope to Mauritius, 
and came in fight of the eaftern coaft on the 23d of June at day- 
break. Three of the Dutch fhips were miffing, having fepurated 
from the reft in bad weather. As foon as the fhips came to the north- 
taft point of the ifland, they proceeded along the northern coaft in a 
line of battle a-head, the men of war leading, and the company’s 
fhips following them ; and before night they had advanced within two 
leagues of the port, and came to anchor in a kind of bay laying be- 
tween the mouths of two fmall rivers. They had hitherto difcovered 
only two places along the fhore where the fmoothnefs ©f the water 
feemed to indicate a poffibility of making a defcent, and thefe were 
defended by two fafcine batteries of fix guns each, which fired on the 
Blips as they palled : all the reft of the fhore was defended by rocks 
and breakers. 

The next morning the French began to fire upon the fquadron from 
two other fafcine batteries railed at the entrance of the two rivers be- 
tween which it was at anchor, and the fire was returned from one of the 
50 gun fhips, but with very little execution on either fide. 

Mr. Bofcawen now ordered the floop to reconnoitre the coaft quite up 
to the port ; and fhe reported, on her return, that fhe had been fired upon 
by eight different batteries planted along the fhore, as well as from the 
forts at the entrance of the harbour, where a large fliip of two tiers lay 
At anchor, with her broadfide acrofs it$ and that there were thirteen 
Other fhips at anchor within the harbour* As foon as it was dark the 
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barges of the fix line of battle fliips were lent to (bund, and on their 1748. 
return declared that they had found a reef of rocks running all along " 
about 20 yards from the fliorc, which rendered it impoffible for boats to 
land, except at the entrance of the rivers over againft which the fleet was 
at anchor, or at the harbour itfelf : here they had difeovered, that the 
channel leading into it was not more than 1 00 fathom wide, and that 
this entrance would be fubjedt to the greateft difficulties by the oppofi- 
tion of the fouth-eaft wind. Upon receiving this intelligence, the ad- 
miral called a council of war, compofed of the principal land and 
fea officers, and it was refolved, that, aS they were ignorant of the 
ftrength of the enemy, three armed boats fliould be fent to endeavour 
to land in the night, and take by furprize a man from the fhore, from 
whom intelligence might probably be obtained : this was attempted, 
but in vain. The next morning, the 25th of June, the council of war 
aflcmbled again, and were of opinion, that the attack of the ifland would 
be attended with the lofs of fo many men, and of lb much time, that 
the armament might lofe the opportunity of undertaking the fiege of 
Pondicherry, which Mr. Bofcawen was inftrubted to confider as the 
principal objedt of his deftination : it was therefore refolved to proceed 
to the coaft of Coromandel without delay, that the fquadron might arrive 
there in time to adt before the change of the monfoon in October. 

The reduction of the ifland would probably have fucceeded, had It 
been attempted j for the whole of the French force confided only of 500 
regular troops, 200 European inhabitants difeiplined as militia, 1500 
Caffre flaves on whofe fervice and attachment the French had little re- 
liance, and 1000 failors belonging to the fliips ; whereas there were 8000 
Europeans in the fleet under Mr. Bofcawen’s command, and of theft: 

2000 were regular troops. 

The defifting from this enterprize may be attributed to the long flay 
made at the Cape of Good Hope, where the fquadron remained fifty- 
five days, when it ought if poflible to have left it a month (boner j for 
by arriving thus much earlier in the feafon at Mauritius, they might 
have found opportunities of learning the real (late of the enemy on 
fhore, and dif overed that it was practicable to attack the harbour it- 
felf with the lhips. The fouth-eaft trade-wind blows with lead force 
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1748. about fun-rife, and it generally happens on four or five days in the 
courle of a month, that early in the morning this wind ceales in 
the northern part of the iiland for an hour or two, during which a 
breeze rifes, although faintly, from the north-weft : a fliip ftationed 
at the entrance of the channel, to avail herfelf of this breeze, might 
enter the harbour under fail, and the forts and batteries were not ca- 
pable of withftanding many hours the fire of fo many (hips of the line 
as Mr. Bofcawen commanded. 

The fleet left the ifland the 27th of June, when the Dutch fliips, now 
joined by one of their comrades which had parted company during the 
paflage, quitted the Englilh, and failed away for Batavia, and Mr. Bof- 
cawen ftcered for the coaft of Coromandel, by the neareft route, between 
the iflands and fhoals that lie to the north of Mauritius 5 and on the 
2 9 tli of July arrived at Fort St. David, where he found the fquadron 
under admiral Griffin, who refigned the command to him, and a few 
days after proceeded with a lixty-gun fhip and two frigates to Trinca- 
nomaly, from whence in the month of January he fet fail with them to 
England. 

The junction of the two fquadrons formed the greateft marine force 
belonging to any one European nation that had ever been feen together 
in the Eaft Indies ; for it confifted of more than 30 fliips, none of which 
were of lefs than 500 tons burden, and 1 3 of them men of war of the 
line. Every perfon attached to the Englifh caufe, who beheld this 
formidable force, was elated with joy, from expectation of its fuccefs, 
and no one doubted that the lofs of Madrafs would be revenged by the 
capture of Pondicherry. Preparations had been made at Port St. David 
to enable Mr. Bofcawen to proceed to action without delay } and on the 
8th of Auguft the army began to march. 

Twelve independent companies of 100 men each, 800 marines be- 
longing to the (hips, with 80 artillery-men, compofed the regular troops 
in the king’s fervice : the company’s troops confifted of a battalion of 
750 men, of which 200 were Topafles, together with 70 artillery-men : 
the Dutch at Negapatam fent a reinforcement of 1 20 Europeans : and 
there were on board the fliips, ready to be landed, 1 1 00 feamen, who 
had been taught the manual exercife at fea : all thefe formed a body 
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of 4120 Europeans, to which were joined 1100 Sepoys, paid by the 1748. 
company, who were as yet fcarcely better difciplined than common w 
Peons ; and the Nabob Anwar-adean Khan; dill changing fides, as he 
found the French or Englifh affairs gaining the advantage, fent a body 
of 2000 horfe. The heavy cannon and the cumbrous dores were laden 
on board the jfhips, which proceeded before the army, and anchored 
two miles to the fouth of Pondicherry. 

The company’s agents at Fort St. David had gained very little 
intelligence ncccflary to direct Mr. Bofcawen in his operations ; for 
when the army approaching near the bounds of Pondicherry, came 
in fight of the fort of Ariancopang, there was no perfon who could 
give a defeription of the place : however, it was determined that it 
iliould be taken before the army proceeded any farther. The en- 
gineers were ordered to reconnoitre it, and reported that the body 
of the place was of little drength ; but that the enemy had thrown 
up, a few yards in front of the fort, an entrenchment, which mull 
be fird dormed, and afterwards the fort might be eafily taken. A 
detachment of 700 men was ordered upon this fervice, and at day-break 
marched up with great refolution to what they believed an outwork filled 
with troops ; but on a nearer approach they difeovered that this fuppofed 
entrenchment was nothing but a heap of mins, and that at a few yards 
behind it lay the fort of Ariancopang, not with fucli flender defences as 
had been reported, but fortified with a cavalier at each of the angles, a 
deep dry ditch full of pit-falls, and a covered way. Thefe works 
Tendered it impofiible to take the place by a hidden onfet. The troops 
now found themfelves expoled to a very warm fire of mu/quetry, and 
cannon loaded with grape-lhot ; but their courage and llrong l'enfe of dis- 
grace prevented them from retreating immediately, notwithflanding it was 
evident that they expofed themfelves to no purpofe. In this uncertainty 
they remained in the reach of the enemy’s fire Jo long that 150 of the 
gallanted; men and fome of the braved officers in the army were either 
killed or wounded. Major Goodere, who commanded the attack, was 
mftrtally wounded, and in him the army lod the perfon on whofe flcill 
and experience Mr. Bofcawen principally relied for conducting the fiege 
of Pondicherry. 


This 
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1748. This blundering difartcr affe&ed the fpirits of the men to fuch a degree, 
that it was fo me time before they recovered themfelves ; and never luf- 
ficiently to entertain the fame fanguine hopes of fuccefs againft Pondi- 
€heriy, which infpired them when they left Fort St. David. However, 
the refolution of reducing Ariancopang was continued, and the difei- 
plined failors, with eight pieces of battering cannon, were landed from 
the /hips. The French, knowing the advantage of gaining time at this 
fcafon of the year, prudently determined to defend the fort as long as 
poflible : the garrifon confided of 100 Europeans ; and 300 Sepoys with 
a body of 60 European cavalry encamped near the fort. On the oppofitc 
fide of the river which runs to the north, and clo/e by the fort of Arian- 
copang, they eredled a battery of heavy cannon to obftru£t and en- 
filade the approaches to the fort. The Engli/h engineers created a 
battery in the plain on the Ibuth fide of the river, to oppofe and filence 
that of the enemy ; but fuch was their ncglett in reconnoitring, or their 
want of Ikill in their art, that when at day-break they opened the 
battery, raoft of the guns were found to be intercepted from the fight of 
the enemy’s by a thick wood. The artillery officers now offered their 
fervice to eredt another, which they compleated with fufficient Hull be- 
fore the next morning : and for greater fecurity, threw up before it an 
entrenchment, in which a large detachment, confifting of foldiers and 
failors, was ported. At day-break the battery began to play on that of 
the enemy, and the fire was continued for fbme time on both fides, 
with little execution done on either. Some of the French Sepoys, at 
the dirtance of four hundred yards, kept up an irregular fire, and a ran- 
dom /hot happened to kill a failor, and at this inftant the French troop of 
horle, accompanied by a body of Sepoys, appeared advancing. The failors, 
already /truck with fomc confternation at the death of the man, were 
terrified by the approach of the enemy, and abandoned the entrench- 
ment : the regular trooj s caught the panic, and followed the failors 
in fpite of the efforts and exhortations made by their officers to keep 
them in their port. The horfe advanced, and took poffeffion of the 
entrenchment, and afterwards purfued the fugitives tb the battery, where 
theie, prefling upon one another, formed an irregular column of fifteen 
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men in depth : for here the face of the battery hindered them from 1748. 
retreating any farther * and thus interrupted in their flight, and encou- L J " 
raged by their officers, the men turned and fired upon the enemy. Six 
or feven of the French horfemen were killed, and the horfe of die com- 
manding officer dropping likewife, the officer himfelf was taken prifoner, 
on which the enemy retreated, leaving the Englifh in admiration of their 
intrepidity. Befides the difadvantage of leaving the troops imprefled with 
a high opinion of the French prowefs, this adtion was attended with 
another misfortune in the lofs of Major Lawrence, who commanded 
this day in the entrenchment, and rather than participate of the igno- 
miny of taking flight with the troops, remained there with two or 
three officers : he was difarmed, and obliged to furrender himfelf 
prifo’.er to a French trooper, who knowing, it is probable, the 
value of his prize, immediately hurried him away by the fide of his 
horfe to Ariancopang in fight of the army ; and no efforts were made to 
refcue him. 

The army now began to make regular approaches to the fort, and 
carried them on for three or four days very flowly, when a large quan- 
tity of gunpowder taking fire in the enemy’s battery, blew it up, and 
near 1 00 men were either killed or difabled by the explofion. This 
difafter flruck fuch a terror amongft thofe who remained in the fort, 
that fome hours after they fet fire to the chambers with which they had 
undermined the fortifications, and blew up the greateft part of the 
walls and cavaliers, and then marched away with great precipitation 
to Pondicherry : as foon as the Englifh faw the explofion, they 
marched up and took pofieffion of the ruins. Thus fortunately de- 
livered, the army did not immediately .proceed to Pondicherry, but re- 
mained five days longer at Ariancopang, employed in repairing the fort, 
in which it was determined to leave a garrifon ; for it was apprehended, 
that during the fiege a detachment of the enemy's troops might again 
take pofleffion of it, and from hence be enabled to intercept convoys, 
or harrafs the army. 

The town of Pondicherry was fituated about 70 yards from the fea- 
fhorc : its extent within the walls was a little more than a mile from 
north to fouth, and about 1100 yards from, eafl to weft ; it was fortified 
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1748. on the three fidcs to the land with a wall and rampart, flanked by 

— *v— eleven baftions ; and two half - baftions were at the north and 
fouth extremities neared the fea : thefe works were furrounded by 
.a ditch, and an imperfect glacis was thrown up in many parts be- 
fore it. The eaflern fide was defended by feveral low batteries, ca- 
pable of mounting 100 pieces of cannon, which commanded the 
road j and within the town was built a citadel, too fmall to make 
a long defence. The greated part of the ground lying round the 
town was inclofed, at the didance of a mile from the walls, by a 
hedge of large aloes and ©ther thorny plants peculiar to the country, 
intermixed with great numbers of coco-nut and palm trees, which all 
together formed a defence impenetrable to cavalry, and of very difficult 
paflage to infantry : this inclofure began at the north, clofe by the 
iea-lhore, and continued five miles and a half, deferibing a large feg- 
ment of a femi-circle, until it joined the river of Ariancopatig to the 
fouth, at about a mile and a half from the fea-fliore, and in this part the 
courfe of the river ferved to compleat the line of defence. There were five 
roads leading from the town into the adjacent country, and at each of 
the openings in the hedge was built a redoubt mounted with cannon. 
It is probable that the hedge, at the fame time that it was intended to 
be a defence againfl fudden incurfions, marked the limits of the territory 
conceded by the prince of the country to the French, when they firft 
eftablilhed themfelves at Pondicherry ; and hence obtained the name of 
the Bound-hedge. 

On the 25th of July the army marched from Ariancopang, and 
took pofleffion of the village of Oulagary, laying about two miles 
from the fouth-weft part of the town. From hence a detachment 
was fent the fame day to attack the north -weft redoubt of the 
bound-hedge, which the enemy, after a little refiftance, abandoned, 
notwithftanding it was capable of making a defence that would 
have coft the Engliffi many lives, had they been obliged to ftorm 
it. The garrifons in all the other redoubts were foon after with- 
drawn, and the Englilh palled the bound-hedge without meeting any 
farther oppofition. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bofcawen, by the advice of toe engineers, determined to attack 174S. 
the town on the north-wed fide ; and, to facilitate the communication 
between the fleet and the camp, llationed his Blips to the North of Pon- 
dicherry. 

On the 30th of Auguft at night the Englidi army opened ground, at 
the diftancc of 1500 yards from the walls: by this the officers, who 
planned the attack, Ihewed themlelves little drilled in their art ; for it 
is the general practice in fieges, to make the full parallel within 800 
yards of the covered way. Before morning two treiv lies were flung up 
at the diilance of 100 yards from one another, parallel to each other 
and to the face of the attack : the fil'd trench outflanked the extre- 
mities of the other, and neither of them had banks at the ends to pre- 
vent the enemy in a fally from enfilading them : within ten yards in 
front of the fecond were feveral huts, which the working party had 
neglected to demoliih in the night, and the fire from the town deterred 
the guard from venturing to level them in the day. One hundred men 
were polled in this trench, and 300 in the other. 

About one o’ clock in the afternoon a body of 500 Europeans and 
700 Sepoys fallied from the town, and marching half way to the 
trenches, divided into two parties ; of which the larged, confiding of 
400 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, made a circuit in order to attack 
the firfl; trench in dank, whilll the lefler party advanced to attack the 
fecond in front. Paradis led the larged divifion, which gave their fire 
at fuch a didance as rendered it of no edeCl : the troops in the trench 
returned the fire ; and the only Ihot which did execution fortunately 
killed Paradis : the death of their leader dung the whole party into 
confufion, and they returned to the town in difordcr ; and their (ears in- 
crealed as they retreated, infomuch that they left the Idler party fight- 
ing, without either fending a detachment to fupport them, or even a 
meffenger to inform them that they were retreating. 

The Idler party had taken pofledlon of the huts in front of the fecond 
trench, and kept up an irregular but condant fire upon it, and were 
fo intirely engaged in their own attack, that they knew nothing of what 
had puffed at the other trench. A diot mortally wounded captain 
Brown, who, fearing that the men might be difeouraged at the light of 
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Book I, 


106 Tut: War of Coromandel, 

1748. their commander in agony, defired to he removed, and was no fooner 

— -Nr'*-' carried off, than the whole platoon which were near him took flight. 
On tin's, enlign Greenville, the next officer, imprudently went to the 
other tremh to aik for fuccours, and before he got there was followed 
by lib platoon. There now remained only one platoon, of which 
two or three had been killed, and the reft were on the point of running 
a -i v oy ; when their officer, enfign Clive, reproached them ftcrnly for 
their pulillanimity, and reprefented the honour they would gain by 
dr fending the trench, after it had been ib (liamefully abandoned by 
the reft of the guard. AH* the company’s troops had an affection for 
this young man, from oblerving the alacrity and prefence of mind which 
always accompanied him in danger 3 his platoon, animated by his 
exhortation, fired again with new courage and great vivacity upon the 
enemy, who now perceiving the fmall number to which the defenders 
of the trench were reduced, rcfolved to fform it. They quitted the 
huts, and formed in front of them, and were Icarccly got into order, 
when they received the whole fire of the Engl iff platoon, which was 
fo well directed that it (truck down twenty men, and the reft were in 
the inftant fo terrified by the (hock of this extraordinary execution, that 
they ran back in d border to the huts, which flickered them until they 
were out of reach of the fire, and continued their retreat to the 
town in great confufion. This party was compofed of grenadiers, of 
whom 27 with an officer were killed. The lofs fuflained by the 
Knglilh was only eight piivatc men, and captain Brown. 

'I lie r.nglifh continued their approaches, but carried them on very 
(lowly, from a want of experience in fuch operations. Two batteries 
of three guns were raifed within 1200 yards of the town, to check 
any future (allies. When the army firft opened ground, the bomb-ketch 
was offered to bombard the citadel night and day: hut in a very few 
days (he enemy began to bombard her, and got her diftance fo exactly, 
that one of their (hells (laved the boat aftern, and another threw the 
water in upon her decks 3 after which (he kept out of the reach of 
the enemy’s mortars in the day-time, and only bombarded in the 
night. Parties (allied at feveral times, and attacked the detachments 

which 
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which cfcorted the {lores and cannon from the fhips to the camp, and 
one day a detachment efcorting two pieces of battering cannon was de - 
feated, and the cannon taken : tome troops were lent immediately to re- 
cover them, who advancing along the fide of a grove, without having 
rcconnoitered, received fo warm a fire from a party laying there in 
ambufcade, that they retreated with precipitation to the camp, and the 
enemy carried the cannon in triumph into the. town. 

Alter much hard labour the trenches were advanced within Soo yards 
of the walls, when it was found impoflible to carry them on any nearer; 
for a large moral's extended Lti’elf before this part of the town, and the 
French had preferved a back water, with which they overflowed not 
only the morafs, but likewife all the ground laving between the trenches 
and the foot of the glacis. During the approaches, and the confiruflion 
of the batteries on the edge of the morafs, the enemy kept up a conftant 
lire on the working parties, by which many were killed. 

Two batteries were linilhed and began to fire on the 26th of Septem- 
ber, one of eight, the other of four pieces of cannon, of 18 and 24 
pounders : a bomb-battery of five large mortars and fifteen royals, 
and another of fifteen cohorns, were likewife credited. The French 
now opened feveral etnbrafures in the curtain, and began likewife to fire 
from two or three batteries on the crefi of the glacis, inibmuch that the 
fire of the befieged was double that of the befiegers. To ldfen this 
fuperiority, by diverting the attention of the garrifon to other quarter:-, 
Mr. Bolcawen determined to batter the town from the fea ; and lx- foie 
the next morning all the lliips of two tiers had warped within the di fiance 
of 1000 yards of the walls, the lhallownefs of water not pcrnmiing 
them to approach nearer: the cannonading was inceflhnt, end terrible 
in appearance, but of no real effect ; for the di fiance of the fhips, and 
the motion of the fea, hindered the Jhot from firikmg fucccllively the 
lame object. The French at firit withdrew a great number of their 
artillery-men from the land fide, and employed them in firing agair.fi 
the Ihips from the batteries which commanded the road ; but perceiving 
the little damage that the town fultained from the fire of the fhips, they 
llackned their defence on that fide, and renewed it on the land lid a with 
as much vigour as if no attack had been made from any other quarter. 

P 2 ' The 
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1748. The cannonading from the fhips continued until night, when Mr. 

V"—' Bofeawen, finding that they had expended a vaft quantity of ammuni- 
tion to no purpofe, ordered them to move in the night out of the reach 
of cam.on-iiiot ; but the wind letting in from the lea prevented them 
from executing this intention : remaining therefore in the fame Ihtions, 
they began early in the morning to cannonade the town again, from 
whence they were fired upon with more vivacity than the day before; 
but at noon the wind changing, the lhips moved farther from the. 
(bore, and the firing coaled on both tides. Only two peribns were killed 
on board the fleet, the one a common tailor, the other captain Adams, 
commander of the Harwich, a 50 gun fhip. The French gave out 
that the fire from the (hips had, in the two days, done no other execution 
than that of* killing a poor old Malabar woman in the llrcet. 

The fire from the batteries continued three days longer, during which 
that from the town increafed, and diftnounted nine pieces of cannon. 
Very little impreflion had been made on the defences, fickneis prevailed 
in the camp, the weather like wife began to change, and difeovered that 
the rainy monfoon was ready to fet in : a council of war was therefore 
fummoned on the 30th of September, who, apprehenfive that tire 
rains, which at their firft fetling in generally overflow the whole country, 
might render the removal of the cannon and heavy flores impracticable, 
and fearing likewile that the (hips might be driven off the coafl: by hard, 
gales of wind, unanimoufly determined to rail'c the fiege without delay. 

Five days were employed in (hipping the cannon and heavy ftores,. 
destroying the batteries, and reimbarking the bailors ; and on the 6th of 
October the troops began to march to Fort St. David ; but halted at 
Athncopang, and blew up the fort: the rains were already fet in, and 
rendered the roads very difficult to be paffed. On a review of the date 
of the army, it was found, that during the fiege there had periflicd in 
ad ion and by ficknefs 757 foldiers, 43 artillery-men, and 265 fcamen > 
in all 1065 Europeans : very few of the Sepoys were killed, for they 
had been only employed to guard the fkirts of the camp, and had. always 
ran away on the firfl approach of danger. The French garrifon confiited 
tf 1S00 Europeans, and 3000 Sepoys, of which they loft 200. Euro- 
peans, and about 50 Sepoys. 


Many 
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Many caufes concurred to fruflrate this attempt againd Pondicherry. 1748. 
When the army marched from Feat St. David, there remained only v— - 

fifty days before the fetting in of the monfoon to carry on the iiege, 
which time was barely fufficient for the undertaking ; and there was no 
abfolute neceflity to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, for a party of 200 
men ftationed near it would have always kept in awe the garrifon, which 
confifled only of 100 : now the reduction of this little fort, belides 
caufing the lot's of 150 men, together with two of the mod experienced 
officers, and thereby difeouraging the red, dopt the progrefs of the whole 
army eighteen days. When arrived before the town, Mr. Dofcawen, 
unexperienced in military operations by land, relied, in obedience to his 
indriudions, on the opinion of the engineers, who made a very great 
blunder in carrying on the attacks againd that part of the town to which 
an infuperable morafs prevented them from approaching nearer than 800 
yards ; and even had there been no morafs, the fituation of the camp 
to the weftward would have been injudicioufly chofen, fince it fubje&cd 
the tranfporting of the cannon and heavy dorcs to a difficult pafiage of 
two or three miles, which employed the labour of numbers of failors, 
and demanded frequent detachments of foldiers to efcort and defend them 
from the fallies of the enemy ; and the foldiers and Tailors thus employed 
were taken off from the operations of the fiege, which required nothing 
left than the fervioe of every European in the camp. The north-fide 
was the part againd which the attack ought to have been di reded : for 
the ground in front of this fide was found, and would have permitted 
the approaches to have been carried on to the foot of the glacis, with- 
out meeting with any natural impediments ; and the camp extending 
behind the lines to the noitlnvard, would have cffedually proteded the 
cannon and dorcs, when landed, from the danger of fallies, and at the 
fame time have laved the labour and inconveniences of tranfporting 
them from a long didance ; for they might have been landed at the camp- 
itfelf. The reputation of fuperior fkill in the defence of fortified places,, 
which the French nation had at this time edabliihed in all parts of the 
world, was exaggerated in the opinion of the troops before Pondicherry, 
by a fenfe of the errors committed by themfelves j and thefe errors 
fixed the difpiriting impreffion which the diladers at Ariancopang had. 

made 
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1748, made upon their minds, fo that very few examples of gallant ferviee 
"■“v-— ' were exhibited during the fiege. The artillery-men and oflicers knew 
their bufinef, and always behaved with refolution, and Mr. Bofcawen, 
•on all occafions ot danger, exerted the fame activity and courage which 
diftingubhed his character in engagements at fea ; but thefe qualities did 
not compenfate his want of knowledge in the art of war. This know- 
ledge is not incompatible with fkill in the marine ferviee; and it E much 
to be lamented, that both together have not of late years been cultivated 
by the fame officer ; for there are very few inftanccs, finee the ufe ot 
battering cannon, of a liege carried on by Europeans with more igno- 
rance than this of Pondicherry. 

The French fang TeDeums, as loon as the fiege was railed, and gave 
as many demonllrations of joy, as if they had been relieved from the 
greateft calamities of war. Mr. Dupleix lent letters to all the princes of 
Coromandel, and even to the great Mogul himfelf, acquainting them, 
that he had repulled the moll formidable attack that had ever been made 
in India *, and he received from them the higheft compliments on his 
own prowefs, and on die military character of his nation : This indeed 
was now regarded throughout lndollan as greatly fuperior to that of the 
Englilh. 


The End o/' the F 1 r s t Book, 
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T il E fquadron, fbon after the railing of the liege of Pondicherry, 
left the coaft to avoid the ftormy monlbon : five ihips went to 
Achin, and the reft to Trincanomaly ; bu? Mr. Bofcawen himfelf re- 
mained with the land-forces at Fort St. David. In November advices 
were received, that a ceflation of arms between Great Britain and France 
had been proclaimed in the preceding April : but Mr. Bofcawen was, 
notwithftanding, inftnnfied to remain in India until he Ihould receive in- 
telligence that the general peace was concluded. In the beginning of 
January 1749 the Iquadron returned to Fort St. David, and about the 17.J 
lame time Mr. Bouvet, with the fame Ihips that had eluded Mr. Grifhn, 
came again from Mauritius to Madrafs, where he landed a large fum of 
money, together with 200 foldiers. 

The fword was llieathcd, and it depended on the agents of the two 
companies to re-alfume in tranquillity their mercantile occupations', 
but the war had brought to Pondicherry and Fort St. David a number of 
troops greatly luperior to any which either of the two nations had hither- 
to afiembled in India ; and as if it was impoftiblc that a military force, 
which feels it fell' capable of enterprises,. Ihould refrain from attempting 
them, the two iettiements, no longer authorized to fight againft each 
other, took the relblution of employing their arms in the contelfs of the 
princes of the country : the Englilh with great indilcretion, the French 
with the utmoft ambition. 

An unfortunate prince, who about feven years before had been de- 
throned at Tanjorc, came to Fort St. David, and implored the afliftance 
of the Englifh to reinftate him, aflerting with great confidence that he 
ihould no fooner appear in the kingdom, fupported even by a moderate 
force, titan his ftandard would be joined by numbers, and his title ac- 
knowledged by thou lands. The f'ucceffion of the princes of his family 

had 
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1749. had been fo complicated, that it was difficult to afcertain to whom 
the crown rightfully belonged. 

In the year 1680 the king of Tanjorc, attacked and well-nigh over- 
powered by the king of Tritchanopoly, called the Morattoes to his 
affift irn c. The famous Sevajee, who at that time reigned over all the 
Morattoc nations, lent his brother with a ftrong army, which foon left 
the king of Tanjore nothing to fear from his enemy, but every thing 
from thefe freebooters ; for they made out fo large an account of ex- 
peuces, that all the riches in the kingdom would have been infufficient 
to difeharge what they demanded : under pretence therefore of collect- 
ing this money, they took polfeffion of the government, anti lliortly 
after the brother of Savajec declared himlelf king of Tanjorc. He reign- 
ed fix years, and left three fons. Tire ekleft, Sevajee, was iiiccceded 
bv the next brother, Scrbojce, and he by the third, Tuccojee. Each of 
the three brothers lett children ; and after three irregular fucceffions 
which took place amongft thefe coufin-germans in lefs than feven years, 
Saujohee, who now appeared at Fort St. David, was depofed, and his 
brother Pratop-fing, born of one of the inferior wives of their father 
Serbojee, was placed on the throne, by the general concurrence of the 
Principal men in the kingdom, which had buffered much from the weak 
dminiftration of Saujohee. The Engliih had certainly no right to inter- 
ere in his caufe. But the offers he made of conceffions to the company 
n the kingdom of Tanjore, the favourable account given of him by the 
interpreters who introduced him to the prefidency, and the belief too 
huffily entertained of a falfe narration of his misfortune, induced the 
Engliih to think they fhould acquire as much honour as advantage by 
their efforts to reinflate him in the throne. It was ftipulatcd that Sau- 
johee fhould give the company the fort and territory of Devi-Cotah, and 
pay all the expences of the war, if it proved fuccefsful. 

The kingdom of Tanjore extends about 70 miles from north to 
fouth, and about 60 front eaft to weft. The river Coleroon bounds it 
to the north : the fea-coaft, running nearly north and fouth, forms 
the eaftern boundary : the fouthern is made by a part of the fea-coaft 
which runs eaft and weft, and by the country of Mirawa : to the weft 
it is limited by the kingdom of Tritchanopoly and the country of Ton- 

daman ; 
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daman : and the capital of Tan jure, bearing the fame name as the 1749. 
kingdom, lays about 20 miles welt of Tritchanopoly. v — v*> 

The force appointed for the conqueft of Tanjore con filled of 430 
Europeans, and rooo Sepoys, with four field pieces arid four fmall 
mortars : the battering cannon and provifions for the troops were put on 
board of four fiiips, two of which were of the line. The army, accom- 
panied by Saujohee, left Fort St. David in the latter end of March, and 
on the 1 3th of April encamped on the bank of the river Val-aru, which 
dilembogues itfelf at Portonovo. In the evening the northern monfbon 
changed, and the fouthern fet in with a hurricane, which lafted with 
fuch violence until four o’clock the next morning, that the tents of 
the Englifh camp were blown into rags, many of the draught bullocks 
and horfes were killed, and all the military {lores were fo much damaged, 
that the army was obliged to march to Portonovo to repair the detriment 
it had fuftained. There they were informed that the llorm had com- 
mitted much greater ravages at fea : two of the company’s ihips were 
flranded between Cuddalore and Fort St. David : the Apollo hofpital-lhip 
was loft, with all her crew : the Pembroke, a 60 gun {hip, which failed 
on the expedition, was wrecked, and only fix of the crew faved : and the 
Namur of 74 guns, in which admiral Bofcawen hoilled his flag, and 
which was the finell {hip of her fize belonging to the navy of England, 
perilhed, with 750 men. Fortunately moll of the other Ihips were 
either at Trincanomaly, or in parts of the coall to which the greateft 
violence of the hurricane did not extend. 

The army having repaired its damages, left Portonovo, and march- 
ing by the great pagoda of Chilambaram, arrived at the bank of the 
northern arm of the Coleroon. Here captain Cope, who commanded, 
encamped and intrenched, refolving to learn the Hate of a flairs on the 
oppofite fhore before he proceeded any farther. The intelligence he re- 
ceived was very different from what he expedled : no perfons of any 
rank offered to declare for Saujohee, and not a Angle {quadron appeared 
ready to join him : on the contrary, a great number of troops belonging 
to the king of Tanjore appeared moving up and down the oppofite bank, 
and feemed determined to dilpute the paffage of the river. Thus dis- 
appointed, and ignorant of the enemy’s ftrength as vyell as of the na- 
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1749. ture of the country, captain Cope did not think his force fufficient to 
profecute the enterprize, and waited until he was reinforced from Fort 
St. David with r 00 Europeans and 500 Sepoys; he then eroded the 
river, which, although a mile broad, was fordable, and, contrary to his 
expectation, the army met with little refinance from the enemy whilft 
they were paffing it ; but difficulties increafed as they advanced : the 
road in which they attempted to march led through a thick wood, and 
the enemy from behind the bullies began to annoy them greatly with 
arrows, and the fire of their matchlocks ; whilft large bodies of horfe 
and foot appeared in the circumjacent plains, moving in the rear and on 
the flanks. This being the firft expedition in which the Englifti troops 
were engaged againft the forces of an Indian prince, the foldiers were 
{truck with no fmall degree of fear, on comparing the fuperior num- 
bers of the enemy with their own ; but the artillery-men preferved 
their refolution, and fired with fo much ipirit and aim, that the enemy 
kept at a diftance, and the troops recovering from their fright, moved 
back, and gained the bank of the river without confufion. Here the 
army drew up, the field-pieces fecuring the flanks, and the river 
the rear. A council of war was held to deliberate whether they 
fliould proceed, or wait for more favourable advices than thofe hi- 
therto received out of the Tanjore country; but whilft the council 
were fitting, a meflenger arrived with pofitivc orders from Mr. Bofcawen 
to continue the march, and attack the Fort of Devi-Cotah at all events. 
Some of the foldiers difeovered a road leading along the bank of the 
river towards the fea-coaft ; and the army began to march this way, 
although very little of it had been reconnoitred it led through a much 
more open country than the other, and the river defended the troops 
from being furrounded. This lucky difeovery faved them from deflruc- 
tion ; for it was afterwards found, that by perfifting in the firft road, 
they would, from the nature of the country, have been involved in in- 
extricable difficulties, into which the Tanjorirtes had hoped to intice 
them, by making no refiftancc at the paflage of the river. The enemy 
moved along at fome diftance, as they faw the Englifli proceed ; and 
theft fquadrons fometimes threatned to attack, but always retired as 
foon as the field-pieces began to fire. After a march of ten miles the 
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ti'oops halted, late in the evening, a mile to the e ail ward of Devi-Cotah : 1749. 
here they expended to fee the fliips, or at leaft to receive lome intelli- 
gence of them ; but were difappointed : for not a man of the country 
ventured to come near the camp j and the lownefs of the ground, to- 
gether with tlic thick woods that covered it, prevented the fliips from 
being difeovered, although they were at anchor near the mouth of the 
river, at no greater diftance than four miles from the camp. 

The army, relying on the fliips, had brought no more provifions than 
were neceflary for the confumption of three days, and were deterred, 
by the numbers of the enemy, from fendfng detachments to procure 
any ; and at the fame time they were without battering cannon. Under 
thefe inconveniences there appeared no means of reducing the fort, ex- 
cepting by a hidden aflault, and the walls were too high to be eafily 
efcaladed. Lieutenant Clive, the fame officer who had defended the 
trench at the liege of Pondicherry, propofed to advance the field-pieces 
in the night, and batter down the gates. This indeed was the only 
practicable method of attack ; but being deemed too defperate to be 
attempted, it was determined to endeavour to terrify the enemy by 
bombarding the place with cohorns. Shells were thrown until the 
morning, when the fire ceafed until the next night: and before the 
next morning all the fliells were expended, without having done any 
damage to the fort, or made any impreffion on the minds of the garrifon. 

It was therefore relblved to retreat without delay. 

The army marched back by the fame road in which they had ad- 
vanced. During the firfl: mile the country was covered with woods, 
from which the enemy galled the flank of the line, not only with muf- 
quetry, but likewife with fome pieces of heavy artillery, which they had 
carried into die thickets before the Englifli decamped j and fome platoons 
of Europeans were detached to diflodge them. The thickets extended 
to the bank of a rivulet which the troops had eroded in the march to 
Devi-Cotah, during the retreat of the tide : the rivulet was at that time 
fordable, and no one had examined it fufficiently to form an idea of the 
depth of the channel, which was now filled with water by the riling of 
the tide, and the ftream ran very rapidly. The Cooleys, who carried 
the lefs bulky parts of the baggage, marched before the troops, and as 
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1749. foon as they came to the bank of the rivulet, were fired upon with great 
viy ac ity f rom behind the thickets. Timorous, as are all the lower calls 
of Indians, they plunged into the ftream, which was feven or eight 
feet deep, and preffing upon one another with outcries and confufion, 
loft by their fears the ftrength neceflary to fave themfelves, and in lefs 
than a quarter of an hour 400 of the poor wretches were drowned. The 
troops, Ipedlators of this difafter, halted ; and fired to diflodge the ene- 
my, until the tide had ebbed fufficiently to render the rivulet fordable, 
by which time they were driven out of mulket-lhot, and the army 
palled the rivulet without interruption j and continuing their retreat un- 
molefted, arrived at Chilambaram late at night, much fatigued with the 
Ikirmilhes they had fuftained, and with a march of 1 5 miles : the next 
day they returned to Fort St. David. 

The intelligence gained during the expedition, as well by the govern- 
ment of Fort St. David, as by the officers who had been in the country 
of Tanjore, convinced every one that the caule of Saujohee was deftitute 
of abettors amongft his countrymen. The Englilh notwithftanding 
determined to continue the war ; but this refolution did not now pro- 
ceed lb much from the intention of reftoring Saujohee, as from the de- 
fire of wiping out, by fome fuccefs, the reproach of having retreated 
before the arms of an Indian prince, and from the views of making Ibme 
acquifitions that might compenfate the expences which had already 
been incurred. The fort of Devi-Cotah is fituated in a populous country, 
in which manufactures of linnen proper for the company’s trade are 
fabricated ; and the territory in its neighbourhood is the moft fertile 
part of the coaft of Coromandel. On this coaft, from Mafulipatnam 
to Cape Comorin, there is no port capable of receiving a Ihip of 300 
tons burden; which defedt fubjedts the navigation of thefe parts to great 
rifques at particular feafons. The mouth of the river Coleroon, near 
Devi-Cotah, is indeed generally obftrudted by fands, but the channel 
within the bar is deep enough to receive ffiips of the largeft burden ; 
and it was thought that the bar itfelf might with fome labour and expence 
be removed : if this Ihould be effedled, the coaft of Coromandel would 
he nq longer without a harbour, and the greateft advantages would ac- 
crue to file European nation which Ihould obtain the exclufive pofleffion 
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of it. It was therefore determined to make the reduction of Devi- *749* 
Cotah the principal object of the new expedition, which it was thought * 

would be amply compenfated by gaining poffeffion of this place, even 
if no farther advantages accrued from the war. 

The whole body of the company’s troops, amounting with the artil- 
lery-men to 800 Europeans, together with 1500 Sepoys, were ordered 
on the expedition, under the command of major Lawrence. From the 
difficulties already experienced in approaching Devi-Cotah by land, it 
was determined that the army ffiould now proceed by fea : the Euro- 
peans, with the artillery and baggage, were embarked on board fix (hips, 
three of the line and three belonging to the company, and the Sepoys 
accompanied the fliips in large boats, ufed by the people of Coromandel 
to carry on their traffick along the coaft. The veffels arrived at the 
fame mouth of the Coleroon where the (hips of the former expedition 
had anchored ; and the troops and ftores palled in boats up the arm of 
the river which led to Devi-Cotah, and were landed on the oppofite 
Ihore, from which it was determined to batter the fort, becaufe the 
ground on the other fide was marffiy and covered with woods, and the 
king of Tanjore’s army was encamped under the walls. 

The fort was about a mile in circumference, having fix unequal fides 5 
and the walls were about 1 8 feet high, built of done, the mafonry of 
which was in molt parts broad enough to form a rampart, without 
any addition of earth : and were flanked at unequal diltances by pro- 
jedting towers, fome of which were circular, and others fquare. The 
Englilh fired acrofs the river obliquely upon the eaftern fide of the fort 
from four 24 pounders, which in three days made a pradticable breach.. 

The enemy did not return the fire, nor attempt to repair the breach, but- 
employed themfelves in carrying on an intrenchment from the bank of 
die river acrofs die fide of the fort which the Englilh attacked. 

The palfage of the troops over the river was rendered dangerous, both, 
by the rapidity of the ftream, and by the numbers who had taken pof- 
feffion of the thickets which covered the oppofite ihorc. John Moor, a. 
carpenter belonging to one of the men of war, offered his iervice, and 
made a ftage capable of receiving 400 men, which was launched at 
feme diftance below the battery, and towed up to it againfi: the dream. 
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1749. The raft could only be moved acrofs the river by ropes, fixed with 
■— v — pullies on the oppolite bank ; but the ftations of the enemy rendered 
this a very hazardous enterprize : the lame carpenter who had made 
the raft, offered to execute this fervicc likewife, and in the middle of 
a very dark night fwam over the river, carrying the end of a rope with 
him, which he fattened to the root of a large tree within a few yards 
of one of the enemy’s advanced guards, by whom he was not difeovered. 

The rope was funk in the water, that the enemy might not perceive 
it ; and the next day, at two in the afternoon, the firft detachment of 
400 Europeans, with three fifeld pieces, embarked upon the raft ; at the 
fame time the four pieces of battering cannon, with fix field pieces, be- 
gan to fire with great vivacity upon the oppofite thickets, to deter the 
Tanjorines from approaching the bank near enough to dilcover the rope. 
They were fo much furprized at this new and unexpeded manner of 
approach, that, fortunately, none of them guefled the means by which 
it was performed. The walls and towers of the fort were manned with 
multitudes, who, as well as thole under cover of the thickets, fired 
irregularly, but without intermiflion, from their matchlocks ; but the 
detachment, although much galled, refrained from returning the fire, 
left the buttle of handling their arms fliould overfet the raft, which in a 
quarter of an hour gained the fliore. The troops advanced immediately 
to diflodge the Tanjorines potted in the thickets, who retreated as foon 
as they were fired upon, and took Ihelter either within the fort, or behind 
the projections of the towers. The raft was fent back, and in the Ipace 
of two hours made feveral paflages, during which the enemy kept up a con- 
tinual fire, both on the troops that were landed, and on thofe on the raft, 
and killed 30 Europeans and 50 Sepoys before the whole army had patted 
the river. 

Major Lawrence determined to ftorm the breach without Belay. The 
entrenchment which the Tanjorines intended to throw up before it, was 
left unfinilhed ; for the Cooleys quitted the work as foon as it was ad- 
vanced fo far as to place them in the line of the fliot battering the walls. 
The part which was finilhed was neverthelels of Ibrne fervice, for it 
commanded the ground over which the Englifh troops were obliged to 
inarch to the attack, and likewife flanked the breach itfelf. About fifty 
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yards in front of the entrenchment ran a deep and miry rivulet, which 1749. 
extended quite acrofs the ifland on which Devi-Cotah is fituated, '“-v*—* 

Lieutenant Clive offered his fervice to major Lawrence to lead the 
attack > and the major, who had remarked the rifing military genius 
of this officer, very readily gave him the poft of honour he requefted. 

A platoon of 34 Europeans, with 700 Sepoys, were appointed for this 
fervice, who were to be fupported by the whole army as fbon as the 
entrenchment ffiould be carried. The Europeans, marching at the head 
of the Sepoys, eroded the rivulet with difficulty, and four of them were 
killed by the fire from the fort before they gained the oppofite bank. 

As fbon as a part of the Sepoys had palled likewife, lieutenant Clive 
advanced brilkly with the Europeans, intending to attack the en- 
trenchment in flank at that end where the Cooleys had difeontinued the 
work. The Sepoys who had pafled the rivulet, inflead of following 
clofely, as they were ordered, remained at the bank, waiting until 
they were joined by greater numbers. The enemy perceived this negledt, 
which left the rear of the Europeans expofed : a number of horfe were 
concealed along the fouth fide of the fort, between the projections of the 
towers ; the neareft of which was not more than forty yards from that 
part of the entrenchment which lieutenant Clive was preparing to attack. 

Juft as his men were prefenting their mufkets to fire, a party of horfe 
tufhed fword in hand from behind the tower, and by a rapid evolu- 
tion, which manifefted the excellency both of the horfes and the riders, 
fell on the rear of the platoon with fo much impetuoflty, that the men 
had no time to face about and defend themfelves, and in an infiant 26 
of the platoon were cut to pieces. A horfeman had his fword uplifted to 
ftrike at lieutenant Clive, who efcaped the blow by ftepping on one fide 
whilft the horfe pafled him ; he then ran towards the Sepoys, whom he 
had the good fortune to join, being one of four who were all that efcaped 
from this daughter. He found the Sepoys drawn up in order, but they 
had not advanced a ftep to fupport the platoon. The Tanjorine horfe, 
fatisfied with their fuccefs, did not profecute their advantage by attack- 
ing the Sepoys, but returned to the ftations from whence they had made 
the onfet. 
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Major Lawrence, on this difafter, determined to attack the trench 
with all the Europeans, who now eroded the rivulet, and advanced in 
a comp-aft body, with a platoon of grenadiers at their head. The ene- 
my kept up an irregular fire until the grenadiers came to the trench, 
and then they took flight along the fouthern fide of the fort : The Eng- 
lifh troops immediately moved up to the breach, when the Tanjorine 
horle Tallied again from behind the tower ; and were differed to 
approach within fourteen yards before the firft platoon gave its fire, 
which was fo well direfted that it (truck down fourteen horfemen: 
this execution flung the reft into luch confufion that they immediately 
fled back, and the troops mounting the breach, found it abandoned by 
the garrifon, whom they difeovered hurrying from all quarters of the 
fort to make their efcape out of the oppofite gateway : at the fame time 
all die Tanjorine horfe, amounting to 10,000, quitted their ftations near 
the fort, and retreated to the weftward. 

Some of the officers examining the different buildings of the fort, 
found in one of the chambers a Tanjorine laying on the ground defpe- 
xately wounded, whom, incapable of moving without affiftance, the 
garrifon in their precipitate flight had neglefted to carry off, altho’ he was 
an officer of rank, and an Indian of a very high caft. He was taken care 
of, but with a fullen obftinacy refufed every kind of affiftance, and would 
not fubinit to the neceffary operations, until he found that the furgeon 
intended to ufe force. He was no fooner left alone than he ftripped off 
the bandages, and attempted to put an end to his life, by tearing open 
his wounds : fome perfons were therefore appointed to watch him con- 
tinually, and he was removed into a thatched hut in a diftant part of 
the fort, that his reft might not be difturbed by the bufinefs neceflary 
to be carried on near the chamber where he was firft difeovered. Find- 
ing himfelf conftantly watched, he behaved for three days with fo much 
compofure, that they, to whole care he was entrufted, thought he was 
reconciled to life, and relaxing their attention, left him in the night, as 
they imagined, afleep ; but they were no fooner got to fome difltance, 
than the Tanjorine crept to the corner of the hut, where a lamp was 
burning, and with it fet fire to the thatch, which, in that dry feafon of 
the year, caught the blaze fo fiercely, that he was fuffocated before it 
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could be extinguished. This Indian fell a martyr to his ideas of the 1749. 
impurity he had contracted by fullering Europeans to administer to his 
wants. 

The troops were employed for a few days in repairing the breach, and 
in other works nccefl'ary to put the fort in a good Slate of defence ; after 
which major Lawrence detached a party of 100 Europeans, with 300 
Sepoys, to take pofleffion of the pagoda of Achevaram, laying five miles 
to the fouth-weft of Devi-Cotah. All the pagoda’s on the coaft of Co- 
romandel are built on tire fame general plan : a large aiea, which is 
commonly a fquare, is inclofed by a wall of 15 or 20 feet high, and 
in the middle of the area are the temples, which, as if it was intended 
that they Should be concealed from public view, are never railed above 
the height of the furrounding wall. In the middle of one or more of 
the fidesof this wall is a gateway, over which is built a high tower, not 
defigned as a defence to the pagoda, but as an historical monument of 
the gods to whom it is dedicated ; for the four faces of the tower are 
crouded with feulptures, reprefenting the attributes and adventures of theie 
divinities. The pagoda of Achevaram is a fquare of which each of the Ikies; 
.extends about 300 yards : it was furrendered to the English detachment on 
the firSt fummons by the Bramins, who intreated them not to enter the 
more facred places : but the Tanjorine army no looner heard that the Eng- 
lish had got poSTefllon of it, than their horror of the pollutions to which 
their temple was expofed, infpired them with a refolution, which neither 
their attachment to their prince, nor their notions of military honour, 
would have produced. A party of 5000 men marched from the camp, 
and as footi as it was night attacked the pagoda ; fome with ladders at- 
tempting to mount the walls, whilst others endeavoured to bum down 
the gate, by piling up againSl it large bundles of Straw mixed with 
other combustible matters. The English, knowing they Should all be 
put to the fword, if the Tanjorincs retook the place, defended themfelves 
vigorously : fome were employed in overfetting the ladders, whilst others 
fired upon thofe who attempted to mount them. The guard who 
defended the gate opened the wicket, firing through it and puShing 
down the bundles of Straw with their halberts : the enemy Still persisted 
to bring more Straw, and continued their attacks until break of day, 
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1 7a9* when they retreated, having loft near 300 men : only five or fix of the 
— v- — ' defenders were killed. The next day major Lawrence marched with 
the greateft part of the army to captain Copes affiftancc, and the 
Tanjorines made no farther attempts. 

By this time admiral Bofcawen and the government of Fort St. David 
had fiiffuicnt reafon to believe, that any future undertaking againft the 
kingdom of Tanjore would be attended with great difficulties. At the 
fame time the king made propofals of accommodation. The Englifh 
llipulated that the fort of Devi-Cotah, with as much land adjoining to 
it as would produce the annual income of 9000 pagoda’s, fhould be 
c eded to the Eaft India company for ever : that the king of Tanjore 
Ihould reimburfe the expences of the war ; and that he fhould allow 
Saujohcc a penfion of 4000 rupees. ; they obliging themfelves to be 
anfwcrable for his perfon, as likewife that he fhould never give any 
more difturbancc to the kingdom. The king of Tanjore acceded with- 
out hefitation to thefe conditions ; but his compliance did not proceed fo 
much from his dread of the Englifh arms, as from his fenfe of the danger 
with which his kingdom was threatened, in confequence of events which 
happened a few days before in the Carnatic, and which had ftruck the 
whole coaft of Coromandel with confternation. 

Chunda-faheb, made prifoner by the Marattoes, when they took, the 
city of Tritchanopoly in 1741, was efteemed by them a prize of fo 
much importance, that they not only kept him under the ftri&eft con- 
finement, but rejected all the offers lie made for his ranfom, as much 
inferior to what they imagined his wealth enabled him to pay. The 
richeft prince in Indoflan never hefitates to plead poverty whenever 
money is to be paid j and Chunda-faheb, cither unable or unwilling to 
f-itisfy their exorbitant demands, remained in his confinement, corre- 
sponding for fix years with his friends in different provinces, and fug- 
gefting to them the means of inducing the Morattocs to fet him at li- 
berty for a moderate fum. 

The chiefs who were related to the former fucceffion of Nabobs, which 
ended by the aflaffination of the young Seid Mahomed, retained their 
averfion to the reign of An’war-adean Khan ; but they faw no one 
amongft themfelves in the Carnatic endowed with fufficient power and 
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reputation to attempt the recovery of the government into their own 1749. 
family. There exifted indeed at Vandevafh a brother of Seid Mahomed, 4 — * — 
born after the death of their father, the Nabob Subder-ally Khan ; but 
the infancy of this prince rendered him unfit to appear at the head of a 
confederacy : And altho’ Mortiz’-ally Khan, the governor of Velore, was 
a near relation to the former Nabobs, and poilefled a large domain 
with great treafures, yet his extreme pufillanimity rendered him inca- 
pable of heading a dangerous enterprize, and the knowledge of his 
treacherous difpofition deftroyed all confidence in the engagements he 
might enter into. Of the reft, none had great reputation as generals, 
nor great power as princes ; but, collected under a proper head, their 
ftrength might become formidable. 

Chunda-faheb had made his way to the higheft offices of the govern- 
ment by his fword, and was efteemed the ableft foldier that had of late 
years appeared in the Carnatic. Ilis contempt of the fordid means by which 
moft of the Indian princes amafs treafures, had gained him the affections 
of thewhole province; and an excellent underftanding contributed to make, 
his character univerfally revered. The reft of the chiefs therefore concurred 
in regarding him as the fitted; perfon to enter into competition with An- 
war-adean Khan for the Nabobfhip; but this teftimony of their deference 
for fome time only ferved to rivet his fetters more ftrongly ; for the Mo- 
rattoes increafed their demands in proportion as they found the character 
of their prifoner riling in importance. 

The wife and fon of Chunda-faheb had remained at Pondicherry 
from the time that he was carried away by the Morattoes ; and the year 
after that event Mr. Dupleix arrived there, appointed governor-general 
of the French nation in India. He treated the family of Chunda-faheb, 
under his protection, with great refpeCt ; and by a frequent intercourle 
with the wife, very footi learnt the ftate of her hufband’s affairs, and the 
clifpofitions of his relations in the province. I lis fagacity diftinguifhed, in 
thefe latent principles of future convulfions, a poftibility of aggrandizing 
his nation in India, where many caufes concurred to prevent their eftab- 
lifhments from becoming fo eminently advantageous as he was ambitious 
of rendering them. 

The Englifh, eftablifhed in Indoftan many years before the French 
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1749. had made any Settlements in the country, had confirmed in the na- 

—'v — 1 fives a prcpoSleSlion in their favour, by the punctuality of their deal- 
ings, the goodnds of the commodities they imported, and, above all, 
by the great extent of their trade ; and this fuperiority perpetually inter- 
rupted the progrefs of the French commerce. At the fame time the 
affairs of all the European colonies were controulcd by the Mogul govern- 
ment ahnoft as much as thofe of the natives thcmfclves, who arc fubjeCt to 
tiie moil defpotic fway ; for their trade was liable to the interruption of 
every great and petty officer through whole diftridt or department it palled j 
and in Bengal, where Mr. Dupleix had refided for a long time, there never 
pafifed a year in which tire Nabob did not extort large Turns of money 
from each of the European fettlements : garriibns were maintained, and 
other military expences incurred, which greatly diminished the profits of 
the trade ; but fuch was the high opinion of the military fixength of the 
Indian governments, that the European troops were never employed in op- 
fition to the will of the prince of the country. At the fame time all the 
manufadtures of India proper for the markets of Europe had, from a 
long fucceffion of importations of filver, rifen lb much in price, and 
diminished lb much in the goodnefs of the fabrick, that they afforded 
much lefs profit than in former times. The concurrence of thefc dilad- 
vantages convinced Mr. Dupleix that the trade of IndoShm was no longer 
worth the attention of France, nor indeed of any other nation in Europe. 
But discovering the unmilrary character of the natives, and the perpe- 
tual diflentions of their rulers, he was le d to imagine, that by joining fomc 
of thefe competitors he might gain by conqueft more advantages than 
any other European nation had hitherto derived from trade, fie therefore 
determined to profecute this plan, by giving affiflance to Chunda-faheb. 

Thefe ideas probably dictated thofe impediments which he flung in 
the way of Mr. de la Bourdonnais’s operations, to prevent him from 
employing his troops, after the capture of Madrafs, in other parts of 
India ; for at that time M. Dupleix held a constant correfpondence with 
Chunda-iahd) in bis imprilbninent, and they were then concerting the 
means of accomplUhing their mutual intcrefts. The mcafure neceffary 
to be firfl carried into execution, was the releafe of Chunda-faheb ; and, 
Mr. Dupleix guaranteeing the engagement, the Morattoes were at laft 

Satisfied 
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fatisfied with 700,000 rupees, and confented to furnish him With 3000 1749. 

■of their own troops. v— 

With this force, and the fpirit of an adventurer, he left Sattarah in 
tlie beginning of the year 1748, intending to make conquefts wherever 
the opportunity prefented, until he fhould acquire, by contributions-, 
the treafures necefiary to maintain an army fufficient to attack the 
province of Arcot. He arrived, during the fiege of Pondicherry, 
on the weftern confines of the Carnatic, and found two Rajas at war ; 
he fided with one of them, who, betrayed by feme of his officers, 
was totally defeated in a general battle, in which it is faid that 
Chunda-faheb himfelf was taken prifoncr, but that he was immediately 
releafed on producing a declaration from the king of the Morattoes, 
which enjoined all princes whomfoever to reipedd his perfon, on pain of 
incurring the relentment of the whole Morattoe nation. The greateft 
part of Chunda-lahch’s troops were difperfed after this defeat, and lie 
was left with only 300 men, when he received an invitation from the 
Raja of Chitterdourg, to come to his afiiffance, and take the command 
of his army againfl the Raja of Bedrour. The territories of tilde two 
princes lay near the caftcrn confines of the country of Canara, which 
extends along the coafl of Malabar between the rivers Alega and Can- 
gcrecora. Dil'afters could not deprefs the fpirit of Chunda-laheb 5 he 
marched away, with the handful of men he commanded, and arrived 
juft as the two armies were ready to engage. In this battle his courage 
and fkill were fo well feconded by the troops of Chitterdourg, that he 
obtained a complete viTory : three thoufand of the enemy’s hurfc, after 
the defeat, offered their fervice to him, whom lie took into his pay, 
and likewife 2500 of the troops of his ally : fo that he now law him- 
felf at the head of 6000 men : but this force being ftiil iniufficient to 
attempt the conqueft of the Carnatic, he found refources in the con- 
fequences of other events, which had lately happened at Delhi, and in 
the government of the foubahftiip of the fouthern provinces. 

The Great Mogul, Mahomed Schah, who had lufTered in 1739 the 
humiliation of laying his crown at the feet of Thamas Kouli Khan, by 
whom he was again reinftated in the monarchy of Indoftan, continued 
to govern the empire with fo trembling a hand, that the principal officers 
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1749. of his court a&ed in their feveral departments without controul, and be- 
v'"'*' came a terror to their fovereign. In the beginning of the year 1748, 
the Pitans, from the countries north of Lahore, advanced towards Delhi 
with a very numerous army. The Mogul’s troops, headed by his fan 
Ahmed Schah, marched againft them ; and during their abfencc, the 
Vizir, with feveral Omrahs, took poflefiion of the palace, and murdered 
Mahomed Schah. His fon returned victorious over the Pitans, and 
affected to abdicate his right to the throne, until he had got the principal 
perfons who had confpired again ft his father into his power : he then 
caufed them to be put to death, and afeended the throne with the ap- 
pearance of more refolution than had been exerted by any of his prede- 
cefTors fince the death of the great Aurcngzeb. 

Ahmed Schah, confidering the independance of Nizam al muluck as 
the principal fource of the enormities praCtifed by the Omrahs at Delhi, 
who were in conftant correfpondence with this prince, endeavoured 
to induce him to come to court, where it is probable the fame fate as 
the confpirators had fuffered was prepared for him. The Mogul’s folli- 
citations, and even his injunctions, could not prevail on the crafty Soubah 
to quit his province ; but it is faid, thut they created fo much uneafinefs 
in his mind, that his end, already approaching with extreme old age, 
was haftened by his apprchenfions of the unexpected dangers to which 
his latter days were expofed. It was believed in the provinces of his 
government, that he had poifoned himfelf: this report (Lews the readinefs 
with which the people of Indoftan aferibe the deaths of their princes to 
riniftcr caufesj for Nizam al muluck was 104 years old at the time of 
his death, which happened in 174S, a few months after the accefiion of 
the Mogul Ahmed Schah. 

He left five fons : the cldeft, Ghazi-o’-din Khan, held the poll; of cap- 
tain-general of the empire at Delhi : the fecond, Nazir-jing, had once 
fied from his father’s court, and appeared in arms againft him. The 
father took the field ; and when the two armies were near each other, 
confined himfelf to his tent fo ftrictly, that by firft making his own army 
believe he was reduced to the point of death by fickncfs, the report was 
likewife believed in the camp of Nazir-jing, and by Nazir-jing him- 
felf, to whom mefl'engers were continually lent with pathetic invita- 
tions 
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tions from his father, defiring to embrace him before he died. The 
flratagem was fo well conducted, that Nazir-jing at lall determined to 
pay the vilit, and no fooner entered Nizam al muluck's tent than he was 
arretted, and put in irons, and accompanied his father under this refiraint 
during f-vcral months, until Nizam al muluck being perfu: ded of his 
contrition, accepted of his fubmilfions, and fet him at liberty; after 
which he w.is not guilty of any uifobedience. 1'he other three fons had 
not diftinguilhed themielves either for good or evil, but had always 
remained conftant attendants at their father’s court. 

The great men in Indoft’an bear great affbdtiun to their children 
during their infancy; but as foon as thefe arrive at the age of 
emancipation, the perpetual intrigues of an Indian court render them, 
from being a correlation to their parents, the objects of their mif* 
trull: for there arc never waning tho.e who endeavour to engage 
them in parties, and even in piotu : rrom hence it often happens, that 
a prince, in his latter days, lives without affection to his own ions, and 
gives every kind of paternal preference to his grandchildren; and this 
recurs fo frequently to obfervation that one of the oriental poets has 
faid, ‘ tnat the parents have, during the life of their fons, fuch over- 
weening affUuon for their grandchildren, becaufe they fee in them 
the enemies of their enemies.” Among!! he grandfons of Nizam al 
muluck was one born of his favourite daughter. This young man, 
called Hidaye* mohy-o-dean, he had always kept near his perfon, and chc- 
rithed with great aftedtion, infomuch that, immediately after his death, 
a report prevailed, that he had in his will not only appointed this grand- 
fon to inherit the greatcll part of his treafures, but had likewile named 
him his fuccefior in the government of the louthern provinces. It is 
very difficult to af ertain the authenticity of any of the written adts aferib— 
cd to the princes of Indottan, forilfing a feal as their fignature, theim- 
prettion is eafily counterfeited ; and this, as well as other methods of 
forgery, are commonly pradtifed without fcruple, whenever it is thought- 
expedient to have recourfe to them : fo that we cannot determine whether 
the report of the bequeft made by Nizam al muluck to his grandfon 
was well grounded, or without foundation : it is certain, that it was 
generally believed. As a feudatory to the Mogul empire, Nizam al 
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1749. muluck had no right to bequeath even his treafurcs, much lefs his 
— v— > fovereignty ; but it is now many years that the fundamental regula- 
tions of the empire have been infringed with impunity by the gover- 
nors of the provinces of Indoftan. 

Nazir-jing had for lbme time commanded his father’s army, and avail- 
ed Jiindeif of the power derived from his offices to opp. fe the pretenfions 
of his nephew Hidayet mohy-o-dean. He began by feizing Nizam al~ 
nuiluck’s treafores, and with thefe prepared to keep pofieffion of the fo~ 
vereignty : he pretended, that his father had named his el deft ion Ghazi- 
v’-din Khan to be his heir : and that Ghazi-o’-din Khan preferring the 
employment he held at the couit of Delhi, had ceded to him the i’oubah- 
fhip of the fouthern provinces : and that this fovereignty was confirmed 
to him from the throne. 

Amongft: other inftanccs of the contempt with which the majcfly of 
the emperor is treated, the governors of provinces have of late years not 
only counterfeited, without hefitation, letters, orders and patents, from 
the court, but have even hired men to aft the part of officers inverted 
by the Great Mogul with the power of conferring with them on the 
affairs of their government. Thefe mock delegates are received with great 
pomp in the capital : the vice-roy or Nabob humbles himfelf before the 
pretended reprefentative, who delivers in public his credentials, and 
the fictitious orders he has been inftruded to enforce. Thefe mea- 
fures are pra&ifed to appeafe the minds of the people, who ftill 
retain fo much reverence to the blood of Tamerlane, that a viceroy 
always thinks it neccflary to create an opinion amongft them that 
he is a favourite with the emperor, even when he is in arms againft his 
authority. Both Nazir-jing and Unlay, r mohy-o-dean exhibited patents 
from the Mogul, and produced delegates from Delhi. Hidayet mohy- 
o-dean gave out that the emperor, on appointing him to fuccccd to his 
grandfather’s eftates, had dignified him with the name of Murzafa-jing, 
or The Invincible ; by which he was afterwards diftinguiflied. But the 
wealth of which Nazir-jing had taken pofieffion enabled him to keep 
his lather’s army in pay j and this was fo numerous, that the forces 
which Murzafa-jing had collected were not fufficient to oppofe hitn with 
any probability of fuccel's. This prined therefore kept the field in the 
. countries 
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countries weft of Gol-kondah, with an army of 25,000 men, waiting 1749. 
for fome lucky event that might enable him to attack his uncle with ' — v— 
more probability of fucccfs. 

Chunda-faheb, foon after his fucccfs at Chitterdourg, heard of the 
fituation of Murzafa-jing’s affairs, and regarding him as a prince, who, 
like himfelf, from the ftmilarity of their fortunes, was obliged to try the 
chance of bold and defperate enterprizes, he determined to join Murzafa- 
jing, and offer him the lervice of his fword : his military reputation caufed 
him to be received with open arms, and the troops which he brought with 
him were taken into Murzafa-jing’s pay. Chunda-faheb highly ac- 
knowledged his right to the fouhaffiip of the fouthern provinces, and foon 
gained his confidence by tire zeal he exprefled for his caufe : he then ex- 
plained his own pretenfions to the government of the Carnatic, and eaiily 
prevailed on his new lord to confirm his titles by letters patent, appoint- 
ing him to the nabohlhip of Arcot *, but the obtaining of this favour 
was not the only proof of the great afcendance which he had acquired 
over the young prince’s mind. He reprefented that the countries near 
Gol-kondah were too much awed by the terror of Nazir-jing’s army to 
declare in Murzafa-jing’s favour, until he could colled; a much greater 
force than that which accompanied him at prefent ; and that the limit* 
dread would he a perpetual obftacle to the augmentation of his army 
in the countries where he now kept the field ; but that his force 
was fully iufficient for the conqueft of the Carnatic againft his own. 
rival An’war-adean Khan ; that this conqueft, by putting them in pof- 
leftion of the extenfivc territories which lay between Arcot and Cape 
Comorin, would furniih fuch refources both of men and money, as 
might enable him to return and attack Nazir-jing with equal force. 
Chunda-faheb then offered himfelf as the companion and tviidudor of 
Murzafa-jing until this hardy enterprize fliould be accompliihcd, or, if 
fortune frowned, until they Iliould both perifh in the attempt. The 
romantic caft of this projed could not fail of making the ffrongeft im- 
preflion on the mind of a young prince naturally brave, and ambitious 
of acquiring a fovercignty. Murzafa-jing now looked upon Clninda- 
iahcb as his guardian angel, and agreed implicitly, to follow all his 
views. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Dupleix very loon received intelligence of theic refolutions, and 
was invited to take part in the project, with aifurances of receiving con- 
fiderable advantages for himfelf and the French Eaft India company, 
if it iucceeJed. Nothing could be more conformable to his views than 
fiich an opportunity of aggrandizing at once his own reputation and 
the intcrefts of his nation in India. As foon as he heard that Murzafa- 
j log’s army approached the confines of the Carnatic, he ordered 400 
Emopcans and 2000 Sepoys to march and join them. This body was 
commanded by Mr. d’Autcuil, and accompanied by Raza-falieb, the fbn 
of Chunda-faheb, who had refided at Pondicherry during the whole 
time of his father’s imprifonment. 

An’war-adcan Khan, the Nabob of Arcot, from his acceflion after 
the murder of Seid Mahomed, had governed the Carnatic without re- 
ceiving any didurbance from intedine commotions, and very little from 
foreign hodilities ; for all the military operations of his reign had con- 
fided in the reduction of certain Polygars, who, from territories confining 
on the Carnatic, had made fome predatory incurfions into the province. 
But his attention had been conffantly fixed on the perfon of Chunda- 
faheb : he kept cmilTaries at Sattarab, to obferve him during his con- 
finement, which it is probable he protracted by bribing the Morattoes. 
As foon as Chunda-faheb was fet at liberty, the Nabob never doubted, 
how much foever he diffembled, that the time approached when he 
fhould be obliged to maintain his government by his fword. He re- 
formed his army, which, like thofc of mod Indian princes in times of 
peace, was compofed of an undifeiplined rabble, and enlidcd none but 
the bed men and horfes. Of thefe he formed a well-appointed army, 
confiding of 12,000 cavalry and 8000 infantry, and with this force de- 
termined to defend the entrance of the Carnatic to extremity : but an- 
other meafure equally neceffary to his prefervation he omitted ; for he 
neglected, probably from the parfimony of his difpofition, to afk from 
the Englifh the affiftance of a body of their troops j and the Englilh, 
employed in fupporting a much lefs important caufe, were equally blind 
to their real intered, in neglecting to join the Nabob of their own accord, 
as foon as they found the French determined to fupport his rival. 


Ch.unda- 
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Chunda-faheb and Murzafa-jing approached, levying contributions in 1749. 
the countries thro’ which they puffed, in virtue of the quality of Soubah *— *v— ~ 
aflumed by Murzafa-jing. In their progrefs they like wife augmented 
the number of their troops, which, when arrived at the borders of the 
Carnatic, amounted to 40,000 men. The troops font from Pondicherry 
eroding the weftern mountains, at a diftance from Anhvar-adean Khan’s 
army, joined Murzafa-jing without opposition ; who immediately pro- 
ceeded to attack the Nabob, and found him encamped, with 20,000 
men, under the fort of Amour, laying 50 miles weft of Arcot, and 
about ?o to the fbuth of Damal-cherri, where Doaff-ally Khan was 
killed lighting again!): the Morattoes in 1741. This fort of Amour is 
built on the fummit of a mountain, between which and a large lake at 
fomc diltance from it is one of the principal palTes leading into the Car- 
natic. The Nabob had thrown up acrofs the pafs a flrong entrenchment 
defended by cannon, which was ferved by about 60 vagabond Euro- 
peans. The ditch of the entrenchment was filled by water from the 
lake ; with which the Nabob had likewife caufed the ground in irout to 
be overflowed. 

Mr. d’Auteuil offered to Chunda-faheb to fform the entrenchment with 
the troops lent from Pondicherry, without the afllfhnce of any part of 
Murza fa -jing’s army ; and Chunda-faheb, glad of an opportunity to 
iliew that prince the great fervices which the European allies he had 
procured for him were capable of performing, readily accepted the offer. 

The french foldiers were animated by exaggerated repreftntations of 
the great treafures and other valuable plunder in the Nabob’s camp, and 
advanced with the Sepoys refolutely to the attack ; but they were rc- 
pulled, chiefly by the Nabob’s artillery, of which the firft difeharge 
was well pointed, and did execution : they rallied, and made a lecond 
attack, which laffed more than half an hour, and many of them had 
now mounted the breaft-work of the entrenchment ; but they were again 
beat off, and obliged to retire ; and in this attack Mr. d’Auteuil was 
wounded. Stimulated by the expectations which were entertained of 
their prowefs by Chunda-faheb and Murzafa-jing, who with the whole 
army under their command had been fpedators of the repulles they 
had fuftained, they refolved to make another effort : at the fame time 
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1749* the courage of the defenders had been daggered by the progrefs whidi 
the French troops had made in the preceding attack ; fo that Mr. d’Au- 
Teuil now found Ids reliflanoc than he expected, and the French got 
over the bread- work with little lofs. The different bodies ported to de- 
fend the mtrenchment took flight as foon as they law the French in 
poddlioii of it : thefe formed, and advanced in order towards the 
enemy’s main body, where the Nabob’s rtandard was difplaved. lie 
was here in perfon, mounted on an elephant, and furrounded, accord- 
ing to the Indian military array, by the choien cavalry of his army, 
whom he was animating with great fpirit to (land their ground, when 
numbers of the troops of Murzafa-jing, led by Chunda-fahcb, having 
eroded the entrenchment, joined the French battalion, and appeared 
advancing with them. In this inftant the Nabob was informed that the 
rtandard of Maphuze Khan, his eldert (on, who commanded a wing 
of the main body, had difippeared, and that Maphuze Khan himfelf 
was (lain by a cannon ihot. In the hrft agitations caufed by this dif- 
aftcr, he perceived the elephant of Chunda-fahcb, and knew the enfigns 
of his rival : more than one paffion was now excited ; and the Nabob, 
furious by the fight of the author of this calamitous day, ordered the 
conductor of his elephant, with the promife of a great reward, to pufh 
dircClly againrt the elephant of Chunda-fahcb. A part of the French 
battalion was in the way: they fired ; a (hot from the mufquct of a 
CafFre went through the Nabob’s heart, and he fell from his elephant 
dead on the plain. As it generally happens in the battles of Indoftan 
on the death of the commander in chief, all thole troops who had hi- 
theTto appeared determined to rtand by the Nabob’s rtandard lied, as foon 
as he fell, and the rout became general. Murzafa-iing’s troops pur- 
ified the fugitives, took many, and killed more. Amongit the flain were 
three or four principal officers ; and among!! thole who furrendered 
was Maphuze Khan the Nabob’s cld.ert fen : his ion Mahomcd-ally 
was likewife in the battle j but he fived himfelf bv taking flight. Twelve 
of the French battalion were killed, and 63 wounded : and about 300 
of their Sepoys were cither killed or wounded : of Murzafa-jing’s 
army very lew were loft. This decifivc battle was fought on the 23d 
of July : the victorious army found the tents of the defeated rtand- 
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ing, and great quantities of baggage in the camp, which they plun- 1749. 
dered : the booty was valuable ; lixty elephants, and a great number of Sm 0 ~ v— 
horfes, were taken ; which, with the artillery, arms, and military (lores, 
Chunda-laheb and Murzatk-jing rclerved to thcmfclves, and permitted 
their foldiery to take the reit ol the fpoil : the French battalion had their 
reward in money. The next day the army let out for Arcot, the 
capital, and took polldlion of the city and its fort without meeting any 
opnolition. 

Miu/ala-jing here ailumcd all the date and ceremonial of a Sottbah, 
and, as the lirft mark of his authority, iffued letters patent appointing his 
friend Chunda-laheb Nabob of the Carnatic, and of all the other dominions 
wimis lud been under the jurildidlson of An’war-adean Khan. This hid- 
den revolution naturally llruck with conllernation all tlu- r bids and princes 
of the coatl of Coromandel who wilhed ill to the cauic (si Chunda-laheb. 
Foremoft of theie was the king of Tanjore, whofc anccftor, at the time 
that tire Moors conquered tire Carnatic, fubmitted on condition of go- 
verning his country by its original cuRoms ; aird for the enjoyment of 
this priviledge agreed to pay an annual tribute, as well as to furniih a 
contingency of troops whenever the government of the Carnatic ilioulJ 
be at war in fupport of the interefts of the great Mogul. When Chun- 
da-fkheb, in 17,6, was confirmed in the government of Tritchanopoly, 
he fummoned the king of Tanjore to account for arrears of tribute, and 
pretended that he had in other rdpccts offended a gain 11 the Ibvercignty 
of the emperor. A war enfued, in which Chunda-laheb belieged the 
capital ol' Tanjore, but without fuccels. The dread entertained of his 
ambition by the princes of the ibuthern parts of the peninlulu, together 
with their deteftation of the violations committed by his troops in their 
temples, induced theie princes, and above all the king of Tanjore, to 
follieit the Mcrattoes to invade the Carnatic, at the fame time that 
Nizam al muluck, from other motives, was indigating that people to 
attack it. The di farters brought on the reigning; family at Arcot, and 
the detriment which Chunda-laheb himielf had Indued by the incur- 
lion of the Morattoes, were l'ucli as left no hopes of reconciliation in 
thole who had contributed to bring about that revolution. The news . 
of the battle of Amour reached Tanjore whillt the Englifh troops under 
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1749. the command of Major Lawrence were in the country, and ftruck the 
-V-— > king with fo much terror, that, to gain their friendihip, or even to make 
tliem ccafe hoftilities at this critical conjuntfture, he would, if infilled on, 
have agreed to much harder terms than thole which the Knglilh impofed. 
After the ratification of the treaty by which Devi-Cotah was ceded, 
Major Lawrence, leaving a garrilon in that fort, returned with the reft 
of die troops to Fort St. David, where news had been lately received 
that a peace was concluded in Europe between Great Britain and 
France. 

The revolution at Arcot did not fail to create much follicitudc in the 
Englilh at Fort St. David ; and the part which Mr. Dupleix had taken 
in it fufRciently explained his ambitious views : but unfortunately their 
own proceedings at this very time again ft the king ol Tanjore deftroyed 
the propriety of any protclls againft Dupleix’s conduit; for they could 
accufe him of nothing, which they had not done themfelves. Avoid- 
ing therefore any dilcufiions on the battle of Amour, they confined 
themfelves for the prelent to demand the relloration of Madrafs, which 
the French, by an article in the peace of Aix la Chapelle, were obliged 
to deliver up. Mr. Bolcawcn, with a part of the fquadron, failed 
thither to take pofleliiofi of the town : it was evacuated in the middle 
of Augufl ; and the Englilh received it in a condition very different from 
that in which they had left it. The buildings within the White 
Town had fullered no alteration ; but the baftions and batteries of this 
quarter had been enlarged and improved. The French had utterly de- 
molifhed that part of the Black Town which lay within 300 yards 
from the White ; in which fpace had flood the buildings belonging 
to the moft opulent Armenian and Indian merchants : with the ruins 
they had formed an excellent glacis, which covered the north fide of the 
White Town ; and they had likewife flung up another to the fbuth fide. 
The defences of the town remained ftill much inferior to thole of Fort 
St. David, where the fortifications had been fo much improved, that 
the Eaft India company ordered, during the war, the prefidcncy of their 

) fettlements on the coaft of Coromandel to be continued here. 

Mr. Bofcawen, during his flay at Madrafs, difeovered that the Indian 
Roman Catholics who redded at St. Thome, and formed the greateft 
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part of the inhabitants of this town, were, by the influence of their 
priefts, attached to the French, as brethren of the fame perfuafion. By 
the conflant intercourfe ariling from the vicinity of the two towns, the 
pricfls of St. Thome were enabled to get intelligence of the tranfadtions 
of the Englilh at Madrafs, and never failed to communicate them to 
Mr. Dupleix, who gave out that Murzafa-jing had made over the pro- 
perty of St. Thome to the French company. Mr. Bofcawen, to remove 
the prefen t inconveniences, and to prevent the greater detriments which 
would arife by the cftabliflunent of a French garrifon in the town, took 
polfelTion of it for the Englilh company. The town had for many years 
belonged to the Nabobs ot Arcotj and after the death of An’war-adean 
Khan feemed to belong to nobody, for there were no officers either civil 
or military .idling with authority in the place. All the lufpedted priefts 
were baniihed ; and one of them, who had been lent by Mr. Dupleix 
from Pondicherry, was put on board a fhip, and tranfported to Europe. 
The Englilh flag was hoilted in the town, and a fmall redoubt, capable 
of containing about 30 men, was railed at the mouth of the river. 

In the mean time Murzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb were employed at 
Arcot in fettling the affairs of their new government, they fummoned all 
the chiefs of diftri&s, and governors of forts, friends as well as foes, to 
pay a contribution, which they received from many, and, amongft the 
reft, Mortiz-’ally, the governor of Velore, paid 700,000 rupees. Alter 
having thus eftablifhed the reputation of their authority as fovereigns, 
they proceeded with the greateft part of their army, accompanied by 
the French battalion, to Pondicherry, and made their entry into the 
city with great pomp. Mr. Dupleix received them with all the often- 
tatious ceremonies and oriental marks of refpedl due to the high rank 
they afliimcd, and ipared no cxpence in his entertainment of Murzafa- 
jing, to raife in him a high opinion of the grandeur and magnificence 
of the French nation. Here they fettled the plan of their future opera- 
tions ; and Chunda-faheb prefented Mr. Dupleix with the fovereignty 
of 8 1 villages in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry : after which lie 
took the field with Murzafa-jing, and encamped about 20 miles to the 
weft: of the city. 


1749* 


Mahomed- 
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Mahomed-ally, the Jl-cond fon of An’war-adean Khan, fled from the 
battle of Amour dircdtly to Tritchanopoly, where his mother, with the 
greatefi part of his father’s treafures, had been fent for fecurity, on the 
firft news ol Chunda-fahcb’s approach to the Carnatic. This city was 
much better fortified than any place of the fame extent under An’war- 
adean Khan’s government ; neverthelefs there remained little hopes of 
deiemiing it againft Murzafa-jing afllfted by the French troops, unlcfs 
die garrifon was reinforced by a body of Englilh. Mahomed-ally, not 
doubting but the Englifh would be convinced of the neccflity of flopping 
the French progrefs, applied to them, as loon as he got to Tritchano- 
poly, for aihrtancc. Fie aiierted, that both Murzafa-jing and Chunda- 
laheb were rebels to the empire •, that Nazir-jing was the real hoiibah 
appointed by the Great Mogul ; and that he himlelf was the real Nabob 
of the Carnatic, having obtained the reverfion of the nabohlhip from 
Nizam al muluck, and he daily expected to receive the confirmation 
from Nazir-jing ; and a few days afterwards he atlirmed that he had 
received the patents of his appointment. 

Whilft Mr. Dupk-ix was profecuting a plan which he knew to be 
entirely agreeable to the views of the monarch and minifters of France, 
the agents of the EngliiL Eaft India company were not authorized from 
the court of directors to involve their affairs in the rifles and expenccs of 
military operations: lor having neither fufjicdk'd the views of Mr. Du- 
pleix, nor, until the tranfiiory expedition to Tanjorc, entertained any 
Inch views them lei vc\ they had neglcdted to afk, and confcquentiy 
the directors to give. Inch a power to exert themlelvcs as the prefent 
Jituation of affairs required : at the lame time they retained their an- 
cient reverence to the Mogul government. Murzafa-jing, for ought 
thev knew, might be the Mogul s representative, and fo might Nazir- 
jing they were in the fame uncertainty of Mahomed -ally’s title ; and 
therefore dreaded the rilque of fubjedting the company’s fettlements in all 
parts of India to the refentment of the court of Delhi, if, by interfering 
in the prefent war of Coromandel, they fljould chance to take the 
wrong fide. Neccflity was their juflification for having taken pofleflion 
of St. Thome ; and they already repented feverely of their expedition to 
Tanjore : and rclinquifhing all views of conquefl, they imagined that 
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the rcftitution of theft* places would at any time fatisfy the Mogul go- 
vernment, which they were very unwilling to offend any farther, Rc- 
ftrained by this fpirit of caution, at the fame time that they fully law 
the dangers to which they were expofed, they were incapable of 
taking the vigorous rciolutions which the neceflity of their affairs de- 
manded. They fliould have kept Mr. Bofcawen with his force on 
the coal!, and joined their whole ftrength to Mahomed-ally, without 
confiderine who was or was not authorized to fight in the Carnatic : 
whereas they only font 120 Europeans to join Mahomed-ally at 
Tritchanopoly, and fullered Mr. Bofcawen to return to England with 
the fleet and troops, notwithllanding he had declared that he would 
remain, if the proficiency publickly rccjueited Ifim not to depait at this 
critical conjuncture. 

On the 21ft of October the fleet failed from Fort St. David, having 
behind 300 men, to reinforce the garrifon. The Flench were to fenlible 
of the great advantages they Ihould derive from Mr. Boic.e.vuVs de- 
parture, that they could not immediately bring themfelves to believe that 
he intended to quit India, but imagined that had he only left the ecu:! 
to avoid the flormy monfoon, and purpoled to return as local as timt 
feafon was palled. However, they were prepared to take advantage 
even of this abfence, lliort as they fuppofed it ; and the very next day 
Murzafa-jing’s army, accompanied by 800 Europeans', 300 Cafires and 
Topalfes, with a train of artillery, began to march from Pondi- 
cherry, and eroding the river Coleroon, entered the kingdom of 
Tanjorc. 

Mr. Dupleix had ftrongly recommended to Chund i-fTih- S *> fi-fier 
nothing to divert him from proceeding diredtly to atraJ, the «.:fy vt 
Tritchanopoly ; lince it was evident, that until this place v. reduced, 
the family of An war-adcan Khan would always be enabled to make 
efforts to recover the nabobfhip. Chunda-fidicb anjulefced in the. 
truth of this rea foiling ; and, not to discourage the aidour with which 
Mr. Dupleix fupported his caule, folcmnly prom i led to follow iff 
advjce, when at the fame time he intended to a cl contrary to it. From 
die dread of lelVening his own importance, as well as that ot Murza h ■ 
jing, he had carefully concealed from Mr. Dupleix that die r trea- 
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furcs, notwithstanding die large contributions they had raifed, were 
almoft exhaullcd hy maintaining fo numerous an army j and fear- 
ing that the liege of Tritchanopoly might be protraded lb long, that 
their troops would defert for want of pay before the place was taken, he 
had determined to open the campaign by the liege of Tanjore, which 
being ill fortified, he hoped in a few days either to take, or to reduce 
to Inch extremities, as would induce the king to pay a large fum of 
money to fave his capital and his crown. 

As foon as the army entered the kingdom, Chunda-faheh fum- 
moned the king to pay the arrears of tribute from the death of the 
Nabob Subdcr-ally Khan in 1741 ; abating, that whatever he 
might have paid in the interval to An’war-adean Khan was not a tribute 
to the Mogul government, but a contribution to Support a rebel againft 
it. It is the enftom in Indofhm to make the conquered pay all the ex- 
pellees of the war ; and Chunda-faheh adding to the account of the 
arrears an exaggerated account of the charges of Murza fh-jing't, expedi- 
tion into the Carnatic, made the total of his demand amount to 
40 millions ol rupees. The king, upon the firft approach of the enemy 
had llmt himfelf up in his capital, and now feeing the florin, which 
he had for fomc time apprehended, ready to break upon his la ad, loft 
courage, and oficral to pay a ranfom: this was more nccefiaiy to CicoJa- 
faheb, than cither the reduction of the ci*v, or even the luroucd. of the 
kingdom ; for m the calc the treaiure.s, as is the cufwm in times of 
danger, wi.uM be hutied, and iu !i;e other no revenue, in the confuiions of 
a revolution, a old be coil. vied for ierne months. In order tlicreforc to 
convince the king oi ins n.'dwcfs to enter into a negociation, he did 
not f: iri.br his army to approa it neat. r than three miles of the city ; and 
he requeued die comivau'kr oi the f rench battalion not to commit 
tv di:i ties during the t’eaty. The wily Tanjorinc know that by pro- 
to,', 'mg fine he fliould incrcafc the ditlrefs of his enemies, and in 
ins lein'«'‘. vxprefied himfelf with fo much l.vming humility, thatChunda- 
l.theb fuubvd himfelf to be amufed to the middle of December, with- 
out having faded the tertns of accommodation. In the mean time the 
king, ccirefporr.l'.ng with Mahomed -ally at Tritchanopoly, joined with 
jtim in exhorting Nazir-jing, at Col- herd ah, to come and fettle tire 
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affairs of the Carnatic in person, after the example of his fa' her 17.19. 
Nizam al rnuluck. lie like wile follieited the affiffance of Lie Lngliih, *v— 
who exhorted him to defend himfelf to the Eft extremity ; but 
Pent to his aliiftance no moie than 20 Europeasis, who were de- 
tached from Trite!) unopoly, and entered the city of Taniore in the 
night. 

Mr. Dupielx beheld with great anxiety this detention of the army before 
Tanjore, and continually lent letters, lfprcfenting to Chund.v iahcb the lu- 
perior importance of Trite haiiopoly : and finding that his exhortations had 
no effect, he ordered the commander of the French battalion to endeavour 
to break off die tn aty, by committing tome fignal hoftility. By this time 
Chunda-faheb likewife thought it neceffary to attack the pla.ee, and, to 
intimidate the Tanjorines, ordered the whole army to march round the 
walls founding their military mufic. This proceffion was repeated four days 
fucccftivcly, but without effect. The Tanjorincs fired from the walls upon 
the troops, whilff they were making this parade; and on the fiiih day the 
French troops attacked three redoubts, about 600 yards from the walls, and 
carried them, with the lots of five Europeans. Early the next morning 
feme of the king’s minillcrs came to the camp, and entered into con- 
ference with Chunda-falieh, who made his propolals, and allowed the 
king two days to conlidcr oi them ; hut finding that no anlwer was to- 
turned on the third, he directed the French commandant to bombani 
the town: a few (hells fell near the king's palace, and iughumd 
him fo much, that he immediately tent the deputies again to the camp; 
who renewed die conferences, which continued three days longer without 
concluding any thing. The French commandant, more weary than 
Chunda-lahcb of thole delays, renewed the bombardment ; and the 
enemy, a (Tilled by the Enghlh foldiers, anfwcred it hv the fire of 
many pieces of cannon, which they had brought from different 
parts of the fortifications to that which was oppufitc to the French at- 
tack. Exafperated by this unexpected refiffuncc, they aflaulted one 
of the gates of the city, and carried it; but were neverthclei’s pie- 
vented from entering the town by llrong retrenchments. How- 
ever, this fuccefs thoroughly intimidated the king, and he now, for she 
firff: time, entered ferioufly into the difculfion of Chunda-faheb’s dc~ 
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1749 - niands, and ratified the treaty on the 21ft of December; by which he 
agreed to pay Chunda-faheb, as Nabob, 7,000,000 rupees, and 200,000 
immediately in hand to the French troops; he likewife ceded to the 
French company the fovereignty of 81 villages, which had for- 
merly depended 011 the town of Carical, where the French had 
cftaNifhcd themfelvcs, and built a Fort, againft his will, in the year 

i--o. We arc not exactly informed ofkhe fum flipulated to be immediately 
paid ; but in thefe military collections the firfb payment rarely exceeds a 
fourth part of the whole afleflinent. The king paid the money with 
the fame fpirit of procraftination that he had employed in making the 
agreement. One day he fent gold and lilver plate, and his olliccrs 
wrangled like pedlars for the prices at which it fhould be valued ; an- 
other day he fent old and obfolete coins, fuch as he knew would require 
Arid! and tedious examination; and then he fent jewels and precious Hones, 
of which the value was Hill more difficult to be afeertained. Chunda- 
faheb faw the drift of thefe artifices, and knowing them to be common 
pradiccs, fuhmitted to wait, rather than lofc the money, of which he 
was fo much in want. In thefe delays feveral weeks more elapfed ; 
and the king of Tanjore had not completed the fir ft payment when 
Mr. Duple ix informed Chundah-fahcb that Nazir-jing was approaching 
from Gol-kondah, and advifed him at all events to take poft'effion of Tan- 
jore as a place of refuge. But this news ftruck Murzafa-jing with fo much 
terror, that he immediately broke up his camp with precipitation, and 
marched back towards Pondicherry. 

Nazir-jing, fummoned, as feme fay, by the Great Mogul, to receive 
from his own hand the inveftiture of the fouthern provinces, or, according 
to other accounts, intending to follicit that dignity, was on his way to 
Delhi, when he heard of the battle of Amour. The conqueft: of 
the Carnatic rendered his nephew no longer a chimercal adventurer, 
but a formidable rival ; he therefore defifted from his journey to Delhi, 
and returned to Gol-kondah, where he immediately began to aug- 
ment his army, and fent orders to all the Nabobs and Rajahs, whofe 
territories lay to the fouth of the Kriftna, to hold themfelves in readi- 
ngs to accompany him, with the number of troops which, either as 
I p. in :es 
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princes paying tribute or as feudatories of the empire, they were ob- 1750. 
liged to furniih in times of danger to the Mogul government. It is pro- ' ' 
bable, from the implicit obedience which : was paid to thefe orders, 
that he was generally believed to be the real reprefentative of the 
emperor. For fome time Nazir-jing imagined, that the report alone 
of thefe extraordinary preparations would intimidate his nephew, and 
induce him to make fubmitfions : but finding that Murzafa-jing, pur- 
fuing his luccefles, had marched into the kingdom of Tanjore, he 
fet out from Gol-kondah, and advanced towards the Carnatic. His 
armj', encumbered with all the preparations neceflarv to furniih the 
fame luxuries in his camp as he enjoyed in his capital, made flow and 
dilatory marches, and was during its progrefs every day augmented by 
the coming in of the different troops fummoned to join him. He had 
hired three bodies of Morattoes, of 10,000 men each, to adt as the 
lufiTars of the army : one of thefe was commanded by Morari-row, 
the fame man who was left governor of Tritehanopoly v hen the Mo- 
rattoes took the city from Chunda-fiihcb in 1743. Morari-row was 
font forward, and in the middle of February arrived on the bank of the 
Coleroon, tire fouthern boundary of the Carnatic, before any ether 
part of Nazir- Ring’s troops had entered the province to the north. They 
met near the pagoda ol Chilamboram the army of Murzafa-jing, re- 
turning with the French battalion ; and being not flrong enough to 
venture a general battle, they divided into different bodies, and con- 
tained to barrels the enemy’s line of march, which extended three 
leagues : they were often repul fed by the fire of the French field pieces, 
jiotvvithil.mding which they continued to return to the charge, and 
aumr.panted Murzafa-j tug’s army until it arrived at Viikmore. Mur- 
t.afa jing and Chunda-fahcb went into Pondicherry to confer with 
.Mr. Dupleix, who lharply repi'oached Chunda-fahcb for having de- 
viated from the plan of attacking Tritehanopoly, as alii) for not taking 
pdlditon of Tanjore. It was now no longer tin tc to dillemble, and 
Clmnda-fliheb confclled the motives of his conduit, by reprefenting the 
difirds to which Murzafa-jing 's affairs, as well as his own, were at that 
lime reduced for want of money : he added, that what they had re- 
ceived at Tanjore bad likewile been expended in the pay of the army, 

to 
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1750. to whom fa ch ai rears were rtill due, that he every day apprehended lbmc 
—v— ^ tumult, or perhaps a general defedion to their common enemy Nazir- 
jing. The known generality of Chunda-fahcb fecured him from the 
fufpicion of diilcmbling in this declaration, and Mr. Dupleix now 
ihewed bis ability to condud the ambitions caufc in winch he was en- 
gaged, by not hefitating to employ the treafures of the French com- 
pany to relieve the diftrefs of his allies. He lent them 50,000 pounds, 
and gave out that he intended to furnilh them with Hill larger turns : tins 
well-timed abidance reconciled and pacified the army of Murzafa-jing, 
At the fame time Mr. Dupleix augmented the French battalion to the 
number of 2000 Europeans, and ordered this body to encamp, under 
the command of Mr. d’Auteuil at Villanore, where the army of Murza- 
fa-jing was ported, 

Nazir-jing, on entering the Carnatic, fummoned Mahomed-ally to 
join him from Tritchanopoly, and difpatched letters to Fort St. David, 
requefting the Englilh to fend a body of Europeans ; and he ordered all 
the troops that marched from the northward to rendezvous at Gingee, a 
ftrong fort fituated about 3 5 miles to the northweft of Pondicherry. 
Large bodies arrived there every day ; and at length, about the middle 
of March, came up Nazir-jing himfelf with the main body. When 
the whole was aflembled, his army confifted of 300,000 fighting men, 
of which more than one half were cavalry, together with 800 pieces 
of cannon and 1300 elephants. This force, and the number of great 
lords who followed his ftandard, convinced the Englilh that Nazir- 
jing was the real Soubah of the foil diem provinces, and they ordered 
the detachment at Tritchanopoly to proceed with Mahomed -ally, 
who with 6000 horfe joined Nazir-jing at Waldore, about fifteen 
miles from Pondicherry. A few days after, on the 2 2d of March, 
major Lawrence, with a body of 600 Europeans from Fort St. David, 
came to his camp, which was now in fight of that of Murzafa- 
jing. 

A member of the council, and captain Dalton, a military offi- 
cer, accompanied 'major Lawrence, and were authorized, in con- 
junction with him, to treat with Nazir-jing on the intererts of the 
Eafl: India company he received this deputation with polite- 
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nefs, and, among other oriental compliments, delired major Lawrence 1750. 
to take upon him the command of his whole army, and propofed to 
attack the enemy immediately. Major Lawrence reprefented, that the 
attack would coft the lives of many brave men, as the French occupied 
a ftrong poll defended by a large train of artillery ; but that, by moving 
his army between the enemy and Pondicherry, he might, by cutting off 
their communication, oblige them to fight at a greater diladvantage. 
Nazir-jing replied, “ What! Avail the great Nazir-jiug, the fon of Ni- 
“ /am al muluck, even for an advantage, fuller the difgrace of Iceming 
“ to retreat before fo defpicablc an enemy ? No, he would march and 
Ci attack them in front.” Major Lawrence replied, that he might a£l 
as he pleafed ; the Englilh would be ready to fupport him. The two 
armies were fo near, that an engagement l'cemed inevitable ; and there 
was fo much diforder at this time in the French battalion, that had the 
advice of Nazir-jing been followed, the attack he propofed would have 
been fuccelsful. 

The French officers who accompanied Murzafa-jing to Tanjore had 
taken care to receive, out of the firft payments made by the king, 
the money that had been Aipulated as their (hare of the contribution. 

On the return ol the army to Pondicherry, mold of thefc officers re- 
conciled and obtained leave to quit the camp, and repole themtelves from 
their fatigues in the city, and others were lent to fupply their places. 

Tilde entering upon tcrvicc juil as Nazir-jing’s army afiembled at Gingee, 
complained loudly that they Aiould he choten to Hand the brunt of 
danger, without any prolped of advantage, whilA thole, who had 
without any rifque got fo much money at Tanjore, were fulfered to 
retire from the field. They made remonftranccs, anti demanded a 
fum of money, to put their fortunes upon an equality with thote to 
whole polls they fucceeded. Mr. Duplcix attempted to bring them 
back to their duty by levcrity; but on arrdling one, all the reft 
infilled on receiving the lame treatment, and their numbers being 
too great to be fpared from the ferviee of the camp at this critical 
time, the whole party were fuffered to remain without puniftiment, and 
continued to fow faction and difeontent. The foldiers, from this ex- 
ample. 
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1750. ample of their officers, grew infolent, and became rcgardlefs of their 

^ty. 

Such was the confufion in the French camp, when major Lawrence 
arrived at that of Nazir-jing. The next day the two armies drew out in 
view of each other, and a cannonade enfued. Mr. d’Auteuil having no 
reliance on his troops, and dreading the confequences of being attacked 
by the Engliih, fent a meflenger to acquaint major Lawrence, that 
although the troops of the two nations were engaged in ditlerent cauies, 
yet it was not his intention that any European blood lliould be fpik . and 
as he did not know in what part of Nazir-jing’s army the Engliih took 
port, he could not be blamed if any of the French fliot came that way. 
Major Lawrence returned anfwer, that the Engliih colours were carried 
on the flag-gun of their artillery, which if Mr. d’Autaul would look out 
for, he might from thence difeover where the Engliih were polled. He 
added, that although he was as unwilling as Mr. d’Auteuil to fpill 
European blood, yet if any Ihot came that way, he lliould certainly return 
them. A fliot from the French entrenchment flew over the Engliih batta- 
lion ; and Major Lawrence, imagining that it was fired by Mr. d’Auteuil’s 
order, to try whether the Engliih would venture to come to action with 
the French, dire&ed it to be anfwercd from three guns : the feditious 
French officers, inflead of encouraging, difheartened their men, by exag- 
gerated deferiptions of the fuperior force of the enemy. The cannonade 
did little execution, and ccafed in the evening. 

As foon as the night fet in, 1 3 officers went in a body to Mr. d’Auteuil, 
gave up their com millions, and immediately left the camp; and by this fcan- 
dalous delation confirmed the panic of the troops, who naturally imputed 
it to fear. Mr. d’Auteuil dreading the confequences of expoling his men 
in this confufion to a general battle, took the refolution of withdrawing 
immediately from the Held, and ordered the battalion to march without 
delay to Pondicherry. Murzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb knew of the 
fedition, hut never fiifpe&ing that it would have produced this confe- 
quencc, were overwhelmed with aftonifliment, when they found that their 
entreaties and remohltrances could not induce Mr. d’Auteuil to alter his 
refolution. 


For 
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For fome days before the cannonade, mefl'engers had pa fled between the 
two camps, with overtures of accommodation; and fevcral officers inNa- 
zir-jing’s army had afiiircd Murzafa-jing, that if he fubmitted, they would 
protedl his perfon, and guarantee the execution of any treaty which 
lie might make with his uncle ; but his reliance on the French troops and. 
Mr. Duplcix, had hitherto prevented him from laying down his arms. 
There was now no time to be loft in deliberation, for c\ cry one was con- 
vinced that in confcquencc of the retreat of the French battalion, the 
whole armv, before another lun was let, woul.t prwvmc lor ns fifety, 
either by taking flight, or by going over to Nazir-jing. Chindu-fahcb, 
who had every thing to fear from the refentment of Nazir-jing, took 
his refolution in the inftunt, to accompany the French troops to Pondi- 
cherry. Murzafa-jing ftill helitated. His principal officers determined 
him, by reprefenting the irreparable diigrace he would incur by e\ poling 
the ftandard of the empire, which as Sotibah lie difplayed, to retreat : 
for it is fuppofed that this enlign never retreats, lie thcrefoic tefnfed 
to accompany Clninda-faheb ; and relying on the allitrances which had 
been made to him from Nazir-jing’ s camp, rdolvcd to lend deputies 
there, with offers to furrendcr. After this gloomy conference, the two 
friends opprefled, but not fo much overwhelmed by their misfortunes a, 
to defpair of meeting again in a better hour, embraced and feparated 
with profeflions cl' inviolable attachment, which although made by 
princes in Indoftan were iincere. The French battalion, with fbme 
lquadrons of horlc led by Chunda-fahcb, decamped at midnight in 
fllence, hut in luch confufion, that they left behind forty gunners, with 
eleven pieces of' cannon. At the fame time the deputies of Murzafa- 
jing repaired to the tent of Shanavaz Khan, who with the principal olfleers 
of the durbar or court introduced them to Nazir-jing. dim pi nice was 
fo overjoyed at the profpedt of having his nephew' in his power, that it is 
faid he did not hefitate to fwear on the akoran, that lie would neither 
make him a prifoner, nor deprive him of the governments which he en- 
• joyed during his grandfather’s life. 

On thefe aflurances, Murzafa-jing left his camp, and proceeded to 
pay his refpe&s to his uncle ; but on approaching the head-quarters, was 
arrefted, and carried under a ftritft guard into a tent near tliat of Nazir- 
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jin^, where he was immediately put in irons ; as foon as the prince was 
feized, Itia c am}) was attacked, and his troops furpriled made little refin- 
ance : many were {lain during the purfuit, for the Soubah’s troops gave 
no quarter. A party of horfe fell in with the French gunners, who had 
been abandoned by the reft of the battalion, and cut the greateft part of 
them to pieces. They would have deftroved the whole, had not the 
Fnglilh refeued fome of them from their fury, but moft of thefe 
were wounded. The Morattoes, commanded by Morari-row, pu (li- 
ed on in purfuit of the French battalion, and came up with it be- 
fore it had gained the bound-hedge. Mr. d’Auteuil formed his men 
into a hollow-fquare, which Morari-row attacked and broke into, with 
only 1 5 men, imagining that the reft of his party followed him ; on 
feeing his danger when furrounded he immediately made another 
effort, and broke through the oppofite fide with lu men, lofing nine 
in this fecond attack. The Morattoes continued to harrafs the army 
until they arrived at the bound-hedge : they killed i o of tlie Europeans, 
and would have done more execution, had they not been vigorouily 
oppofed by the cavalry commanded by Chunda-faheb, who behaved with 
great activity and re Elution during the retreat. 

This victory intirely difperfed the army of Chunda-faheb and Mur- 
zafa-jing, and, together with the imprifonment of bis rival, feemed to 
a (lure to Nazir-jing the quiet poffc-ilion of the foubahlhip : but his capa- 
city was unequal to the management of fo great an employ, and treafon 
1>cg:m already to taint his councils. The nabobs of Cudapa, Canoul, 
and Savanore, were the moft ccnfidcrablcof the feudatory lords who had 
accompanied him into the Carnatic : they were all three Pitans by birth, 
and poftefled the daring temper which charailerizes that nation. They 
had obeyed the fui onions of Nazir-jing, and taken the field without re- 
In&ance, becaufe they made no doubt of obtaining in reward of their 
military fervice, a re mi ft! on of large funis they owed to the Mogul’s trea- 
fury, as well as confidcrable immunities in their refpeftive governments : 
but Nazir-jing, who affumed the full ftate of a foubah, paid no regard 
to their pretentions, and treated them as feudatories, who had done no 
more than their duty in joining' the Mogul’s ftandard. Difappointed 
i» their expectations, they grew weary of a war by which their interefts 
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were not benefited, and to put an end to it, had been the firlt to advife 175°* 
Murzafa-jing to fubmit. They were feconded in thefe intentions of bring- ' "• r ~" 
ing about a reconciliation by Shanavaz Khan the prime niiniftcr, 
and fcveral of the principal fervants of Nazir-jTng’s court : but thefe 
were actuated by better motives \ for, owing their fortunes to Nizam-al- 
muluck, their gratitude to his memory, and attachment to his fami- 
ly, made them behold with affliction a civil war between his ion 
and grandfon. It was to thefe Nabobs and minifters, as well as to 
the ambafladors of Murzafa-jing, that Nazii-jing had given thole folemn 
aifurances of not injuring his nephew, which he broke as loon as lie got 
him into his power. This breach of faith hurt the minds of all who had 
interfered in inducing the young prince to furrender : but the minifters 
were content to make gentle repreientations to their mailer, whilfl the 
Pitan Nabobs openly and loudly complained ol the affront cail upon 
themfelves, by his contempt of obligations, for the performance of 
which they had promifed to be rclponfible ; and from this h.our they 
confederated, and meditated mifehief, but agreed to flicw no farther 
iymptoms of difeontent until they could carry their defigns into exe- 
cution. 

At Pondicherry, the retreat of the French battalion, the news of 
Murza! a-j tag’s imprifonment, and the difperfion of his army, naturally 
created the greatcll conllernation. But Mr. Dupleix, although more 
affected than any one by thefe hidden reveries, had command enough 
over himfelf to lupprefs the emotions of his mind, and diftembtad gu.it 
lerenity. He immediately ordered the army to encamp out ol the 
bounds, lent other officers to command it, atreftedthc mutinou-, direct- 
ed Mr. d’Autcuil to be tried for retreating without orders, and by his 
own refutation re-eftablilhed in fume meafure tlrat of the troops. At 
the fame time he knew that fuch a handful of Europeans, unfupported 
by an Indian army, was incapable of making a ftnnd againll the vaft 
force of Nazir-jing, afflfted by the Englilh battalion ; but his know- 
ledge of the general character of the princes of Indoftan, made him not 
dcfpair of difeovering, or even of creating fome fa&ion in the court of 
Nazir-jing, which, artfully managed, might contribute to re-eftablilh 
the broken affairs of Murzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb. In order tiiere- 
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1 750. fore to gain the time and intelligence of which he flood fo much in 

r”v w need, lie determined to enter into a negotiation. He had fome days 
before wrote a letter to Nazir-jing, in which he had offered to make 
peace, on condition that Murzafa-jing was re-inftated in his former go- 
vernments, and Chunda-faheb put in poflefiion of the nabobfliip of 
the Carnatic. To this letter Nazir-jing had returned no anfwer, and 
Mr. Dupleix made ufe of this negledt as a pretext to continue the cor- 
refpondence. He aflerted, that the retreat of the French troops had 
been executed in confequencc of orders which he himfelf had given, 
in hopes of accelerating the peace, by that proof of his averfion to 
continue lioflilities ; and to convince Nazir-jing that the troops had 
not taken flight, as was believed in his camp, he boldly magnified 
the (laughter they made when attacked in their retreat. He reminded 
him of the hofpitality and good treatment which his fifter, the mother 
of Murzafa-jing, received in Pondicherry ; recommended this prince to 
his clemency, and defired leave to (end embalfadors. 

Nazir-jing contented to receive the embafiy, and two of the council 
of Pondicherry went to the camp, one of them was well verfed in the 
Indollan and Perfic languages, which are the only tongues ufed in the 
courts of the Mahomed an princes. They had an audience of ceremony, 
after which they conferred, as ufual, with the council of minifters, and 
after fcveral higher demands, they made their ultimate propofals, w hich 
were, that the eftates of Murzafa-jing (hould be inverted in the fon of 
that prince, until Nazir-jing could be prevailed on to reconcile himfelf 
to the father } and that Chunda-faheb (hould be appointed Nabob of the 
Carnatic. The council of minifters, although many of them wiflied 
well to Murzafa-jing, would not venture to reprefent to their mafter the 
demands made by Mr. Dupleix in his behalf} and told the French depu- 
ties, that the pretenfions of Chunda-faheb were ftill lefs admiflible, 
feeing that the government of the Carnatic was bellowed on Ma- 
homed-ally, the (bn of An’war-adean Khan. The French deputies 
left the camp, after having remained in it eight days; but although 
they failed in gaining the apparent ends of their miflion, they ob- 
tained the real advantages Mr. Dupleix propofed from it, by making 
themfelves acquainted with the (late of Nazir-jing’s court, and by efta- 
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blifliing the means of carrying on a coi'refpondence with the diiiontcnted 1750. 
Nabobs of Cudapa, Kanoul, and Savanore. v ' r ~ m> 

Sufpicions were entertained of the clandefline conduct of the French 
deputies, and major Lawrence was informed, that lome defigti was 
carrying on in tire camp againfl the Soubah, in which Shanavaz Khan 
the prime minifler was the principal agent. The latter part of 
this report was not true, and the firtl could not be proved : how- 
ever, the major at an audience endeavoured to acquaint Nazir-jing with 
what he had heard, but his interpreter had not courage to make a decla- 
ration which would probably have coft him his life, and mifreprefented 
what he was ordered to fay. There was no other method of con- 
veying this intelligence 5 for the hate maintained by Nazir-jing, as 
Soubah, differed no letters to be diredtly addrelfed to him, and no one 
was admitted to a private conference but his prime minifler who was 
involved in the accufation, or his domeflics, who, as in all courts, were 
dependants on the mini Her. 

On the return of the deputies, Chunda-faheb began to levy troops, 
and Mr. Dupleix thought it neceflary to re-eflablifh the reputation of 
the French arms by fome enterprize, which might convince the allies 
he had gained in Nazir-jing’s camp that he was both prepared and de- 
termined to continue the war. Mr. d’Auteuil, who had rc-affumed 
the command, marched before day, and attacked by furprize one of the 
quarters of the camp, into which the troops penetrated a mile, firing 
at fugitives : for, as it is the cuftom in an Indian army to make die 
great meal at night, and after it to finoke opium, and other foporiferous 
drugs, the whole camp towards morning is generally in fo deep and heavy 
a fleep that a handful of difeiplined and determined men may beat up 
thoufands, before they recover alertnefs fufficicnt to make any vigorous re- 
finance. 

In the mean time major Lawrence with the battalion remained in 
the camp, and with the%ther deputies follicited Nazir-jing to confirm 
the grant, which Mahomed-ally, now cfleemed Nabob of Arcot, had 
made to the Eaft India company of a territory near Madrafs, in return 
for the affiftance of their troops. He had often promifed to com- 
ply with this requeft; but ^his minifler Shanavaz Khan regarded 
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1750. fuch a cefilon a;; inconfiftent with the mnjefty of the Mogul empire, 
J and prevented the phlnnaund, or patent, from being ifliied from his 
ofllce. Weaikd with prevatication, major Lawrence infilled on a pe- 
remptory anl'wcr, when he was allured that he fhould be immediately 
latisfied, provided he would march with the battalion to Arcot, where 
Nazir-jing had taken the refolution of going with his whole army. He 
did not think it piudent to comply with this propofal, left the French 
and Chunda-fahcb iliould take advantage of his abfence and invade the 
Englilh fettlcments. He therefore endeavoured to divert the Soubah 
from this purpofe, by reprefenting tliat it would give the enemy an 
opportunity of recruiting their forces, and recommencing hoftilities; 
whereas by remaining near Pondicherry, he might, by cutting off their 
communications with the country, reduce them to fuch diftrelles as 
would oblige them to accept of peace on his own terms. This rcafoning 
producing ’"no efledt, the major returned with the battalion to Fort St. 
David, and in the latter end of April Nazir-jing broke up his camp at 
Valdore, and marched to Arcot. 

From hence he fent orders to feize the houfes and efFcdts which the 
French company had in the city of Mafulipatnam, and at Yanam, a 
weaving town about 25 miles farther north. His oflicers proceeded 
without violence, plundered nothing, and foaled up what they took pof- 
feffion of. The detriment fuftained was not confiderable ; but Mr. Du- 
pleix, apprized of the dcfencelefs condition of Mafulipatnam, deter- 
mined to revenge it ten-fold, by attacking this city, which he had for 
fome months conlidered as an acquilkion lo neceftary to his future views, 
that he had prevailed on Murzafa-jing upon his firft arrival at Pondi- 
cherry to promiie the ceftion of it to the French company. This 
city is lituated at the mouth of the river Kriftna, which bounds 
die coaft of Coromandel, and the ancient Carnatic to the north : 
it is the fea-port of Gol-kondah and the weftern countries in that 
part of the peninfula, with which it has a # communication both by 
the river Kriftna, and by an excellent high road : it was formerly the 
greateft mart, and one of the inoft opulent and populous cities of In- 
doftan 5 infomuch that feveral modern authors, firft blundering in the 
acceptation and orthography of the termination Patnam, which fignifies a 
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town ; and then forming conjectures on the reputation of this place, 
have not hefitated to derive the whole Pitan nation, but alfo a race of 
kings at Delhi, from a colony of Arabians, who, about 400 years ago, 
as they fay, founded Mafulipatnam. The city is even at this day a place 
of confiderable trade and refort, and famous for its manufactures of 
painted cloths, for the plants of which the dyes are compofed grow 
no where in luch perfection as in the countries about it. In the 
beginning of July a detachment of 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, 
together with feveral pieces of battering cannon and a quantity of 
military (lores, were put on board two large flups, which, after a paifage 
of three days, anchored in the road. The troops landed in the night, and 
attacking the city by furprize, took it with very little lols. They kept pof- 
fctlion of it, and immediately began to put it into a better pofture of defence* 

In the mean time the French battalion had foon after the retreat of the 
Soubah’s army formed their camp, as if in defiance of his authority, on the 
limits of the new territory ceded byMurzafa-jingto the French company; 
but this infult produced no effed on the mind of Nazir-jing, who deeming 
the impritonment of his nephew a fccurity againft any farther commotions, 
indulged the bent of his nature, and gave his whole time to the plcafures of 
women, and hunting : but although he gave no application to bulinefs, he 
decided peremptorily on the a flairs which his minitlcrs reported to biin, 
and his orders, however abfurd, were irrevocable: his caprices difgufted his 
friends, and his' indolence rendered him contemptible to his cncr.vh: - 
The Pitan Nabobs iniinuated thetnfelves into his favour, by encourag- 
ing him in his vices, and at the fame time advifed Mr. Dupleix to pro- 
ceed to adion. 

Mr. Dupleix followed their advice, and ordered 500 Europeans to 
attack the pagoda of Trivadi, lying about fifteen miles to the well 
of Fort St. David. The pagoda ferved as a citadel to a large pet tab, 
by which name the people on the coaft of Coromandel call every town 
contiguous to a fortrefs. Trivadi made no refinance, and the French 
having garrifoned it with 50 Europeans and 100 Sepoys, began to col- 
led the revenues of the difind. This aequifition carried them to the 
fonth of the river Panar; and Mahomed-ally concluding that they would 
not hefitate to pufli their conquefts dill farther, requeued Nazir-jing to 

permit him to take the field, and defend the territories of which he had 
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iJS 0 ' created him lord, alledging that the Englilh, for the lake of their own 

'* 0r ~v *~ l * interefts, would join his troops with their whole force. Nazir-jing was 
fo exalperated againft the Englilh, for having refufed to accompany him 
to Arcot, that it was fome time before he could be prevailed on to fuffer 
his vafial to alk their afiiftance : at length however he confented, but 
without giving his own name as a fan&ion. The Englilh, alfured by 
Alaltomcd-ally that he would punctually defray all expences, ordered a 
body of 400 Europeans and 1 500 Sepoys to take the field, and the Nabob 
marched from Arcot with an army of 20,000 men, of which more than 
one half were the troops of Nazir-jing j but not thinking even this force 
fufficient to pafs through the countries near Pondicherry before he was 
reinforced by the Englilh troops, encamped and waited for them near 
Gingee, where they joined him in the beginning of July. 

The army then moved towardsFort St. David, and encamped on the plain 
of Trivandaparum, waiting for two 24pounders and military ftores. As foon 
as thefe arrived, they marched on the 19th of July towards the French, 
whom they difeovered in the evening about eight miles to the eaft of 
Trivadi, near the northern bank of the Pannar, which river was 
at this time fordable. The army halted 1 on the fouth fide of the river, 
and a large body of Sepoys, with the company of Colfres, were detach- 
ed to attack the enemy’s advanced polls, and to reconnoitre the fituation of 
their camp. A Ikirmilh enfued, which lafted till night, when the de- 
tachment was recalled. They reported, that the enemy’s camp was 
in a grove, enclofed by Itrong entrenchments, mounted with ten 
pieces of cannon. In order to draw them from this fituation, cap- 
tain Cope perfuaded the Nabob to march againft Trivadi; and the army 
appeared before the place the next day, and fummoned the garrifon, 
who refufed to furrender. Captain Cope therefore propofed to the 
Nabob to order his troops to fcale the walls, and make a general alfault, 
whilft the Englilh battered down the gates. The Nabob confented, but 
his troops refufed to undertake fo perillous an attempt ; the army there- 
fore marched back the next morning towards the French encampment, 
and halting, formed for battle within gun-lhot of their entrenchments. 
The commander of the -French troops fent a melfenger to alk the 
realbn why the Englilh came fo near their polls, and declared that if 
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they did not immediately march away, he lliould in his own defence l*c 175 °' 
obliged to fire on them. Captain Cope replied, that the Englilh acting 
as allies to the Nabob, were determined to accompany him into all parts 
of his dominions, and to afiift him againft all who (hould oppofe 
his authority. The meflenger was fcarcely returned when a fhot 
from the French entrenchment (truck down fome of the Englilh fid- 
dlers. It was anlwercd from the two 18 pounders and four field pieces; 
and a cannonade enfued, which lafted from noon till night, when 
the Englilh quitted their ground with the lofs of l o Europeans and 
50 Sepoys, and 200 of the Nabob’s troops were likewife killed:, 
the French, fccured by their entrenchments, fuffered much lefs. This, 
ill luccefs depreffed Mahomed-allv as much as if the army had fuf- 
fered a total defeat, and rendering him anxious to remove out of 
the neighbourhood of the enemy, he propofed to march to the 
weft, pretending that his army could not fubfift in their prcfcnt 
fituation, fince all their provifions coining from Arcot, and die in- 
land parts of the province, would be expofed to the French ftations 
at Gingee, Valdore, and Trivady. By accompanying the Nabob the 
Englilh would have been of no other fervice than that of (hewing 
him to the province in parade at the head of an army : but this, ridi- 
culous as it may appear, was the very fervice he preferred to all others, 
fince it would have produced not only the homage of the renters 
and farmers of the country, but likewife fome money fcy the pre- 
fen ts he would have obliged them to make. On the other hand, 
captain Cope was intruded not to march beyond any of the French 
pods, left his communication with Fort St. David (hould be cut off ; and 
he was likewife ordered to endeavour by all means to bring the enemy 
to an engagement : he therefore infifted with the Nabob that the 
army (hould place themfclves between the French camp and Pondi- 
cherry. There were no means of reconciling two opinions (o dire&ly 
oppofite; and this difagreement indiipofed the Nabob fo much to- 
wards his allies, that when they demanded the money promifed for 
their expences, he firft made excufes, and at laft declared he had 
none, having, as h " (aid, exhaufted Jus treafurviby giving Nazir-jing 
two millions of rupees. Major Lawrence, who now commanded at 
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1 750. Fort St. David, not only as the firffc military officer, but alfo as tempo- 
J rary governor of the lettlemcnt, was as much offended by thefe prevari- 
cations of Mahomed-ally as he had been by thofe of Nazir-jing, and 
with the fame fpirit of indignation which had dilated to him the refo- 
Iution of quitting the Soubah, ordered the troops to leave the Nabob, 
and march back to Port St. David, where they arrived the 19th of 
Augufl. 

As foon as they retreated, Mr. Dupleix ordered the main body at 
Valdore to march and join the camp near Trivady: the whole force 
when united confided of 1800 Europeans, 2500 Sepoys, and icoo 
horfe levied by Chunda-faheb, together with twelve field pieces. The 
army of Mahomed-ally confuted of 5000 foot and 15000 horfe varioufiy 
armed: his camp extended between two villages which fecured the 
flanks j the rear was defended by a river ; in front were feveral entrench- 
ments occupied by the infantry ; and in die other intervals where there 
were no entrenchments cannon were planted : the cavalry, inftead of 
being out on the plain, formed a fecond line within the camp. On the 
2 id of Auguft the French advanced to attack this abfurd difpofitipn : 
their field pieces were diftributed in front ; the baggage-carts were rang- 
ed in a regular line in the rear, and the cavalry were on each wing : they 
made feveral halts, during which they gave a general difeharge of their 
artillery, which was anfwered by the enemy’s cannon and mufketrv, not 
a fhot of which did execution j but a rocket, which the Moors "make 
ufe of to frighten cavalry, fet fire to a tumbril, and this blowing up, 
wounded fome of the Sepoys. As loon as the French troops were 
within 200 yards of the camp, they marched up brifkly to the entrench- 
ments, which were inflantly abandoned, and the enemy at the fame 
time deferted the cannon. The French having entered the camp, 
formed again, brought up their artillery, and began to fire upon the 
cavalry, who were foon flung into confufion. The rout became general, 
and horfe and foot fled promifeuoufly and with fuch precipitation, 
that many pufhed diredtly into the river, where they were drowned. 
They continued to fire upon the fugitives whilft any remained in the 
camp, and killed near a thoufand men : the Nabob himfelf made his 
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efcape with great difficulty, and hurried away to Arcot, where he arrived 
with only two or three attendants. This victory was obtained by the 
French without the lofs of a man, and none were even wounded except- 
ing thofe who fuffered by the explofion of the tumbril. 

Even this fucceft of their arms was not fufficient to rouze Nazir- 
jing out of the luxurious indolence in which he pafled his time at 
Arcot: Mr. Dupleix refolved to avail himfelf of his inactivity, and 
of the general confternation which the defeat of Mahomed-ally had 
caufed in the neighbouring countries, and immediately ordered*his army 
to march and attack Gingee. This place was formerly the rcfidence of 
a race of Morratoe kings, whofe dominions extended from hence to the 
borders of the kingdom of Tanjore : thefe princes were the anceftors of 
the famous Sevajee, who became king over all the Morratoe nations ; 
and Sevajee himfelf, it is faid, was born at Gingee. The fortifications, 
as well as thofe of Velore, bear the marks of the military character of 
the nation to which they belonged. A ftrong wall flanked with towers, 
and extending near three miles, inclofes three mountains, which form 
nearly an equilateral triangle ; they are fteep and craggy, and on the top 
of each are built large and ftrong forts ; befides there are many other 
fortifications upon the declivities : on the plain between the three moun- 
tains is a large town. The Indians, who efteem no fortifications very 
ftrong, unleft placed upon high and difficult eminences, have always re- 
garded Gingee as the ftrongeft fortrefs in the Carnatic. 

A detachment of 250 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, with four field 
pieces, commanded by Mr. Bufly, fet out before the reft of the 
army, and advanced by flow marches, intending it is probable to at- 
tack the place by furprize; and the main body, commanded by 
Mr. d Auteuil, followed at the diftance of a forced march. When in 
fight of Gingee, Mr. Bufly found that 5000 of the fugitives from 
the defeat at Trivady had taken refuge here, and were encamped under 
the walls, with fome pieces of artillery managed by Europeans. He 
therefore waited till the main body came in fight, and then advanced and 
attacked thefe troops, who made very little refiftance, and quitted the field 
as foon as Mr. d’ Auteuil came up. The French took their artillery, and 
killed moft of theEuropeans who ferved it. They then proceeded to petard 
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1750. one of the gates oft 1 ic outer wall on the plain, and gotpofleftion of it a little 

'~“ v ' 1 before night, with the lofs of only three or four men, and the troops with 

all the artillery and baggage entered the town ; where they immediately 
fortified themiclves by barricading the narrow ftreets with the baggage- 
waggons, and by dillributing the cannon in the larger avenues. In this 
iituation they were expofed to a continual fire from the three mountains : 
the Moors likewife threw great numbers of rockets, in hopes of fetting 
fire to the combuftible ftores. The French bombarded the forts with 
mortars, -and fired upon them with artillery until the moon fet, which 
was the fignal to ftorm the fortifications on the mountains.. None but 
the Europeans were deffined to this hardy enterprizc, who attacked all the 
three mountains at the lame time, and found on each redoubts above re- 
doubts, which they carried fucceffively fword in hand, until they came to 
the fummits, where the fortifications were ftronger than thole they had 
Unmounted; they neverthelefs pulhed on and petarded the gates, and by 
day-break were in pofleflion of them all, having loft only twenty men in 
the different attacks. On contemplating the difficulties they had conquered, 
they were aftonUhed at the rapidity of their own fuccefs, and the extreme 
pufillanimity of the defenders ; and indeed, had the attack been made in 
day-light, it could not have fucceeded ; for the Moors, as well as In- 
dians, often defend tbemfelves very obftinately behind ftrong walls ; but 
it ffiould feem that no advantages, either of number or Iituation, can 
countervail the terror with which they are ftruck when attacked in the 
night. 

The great reputation of the ftrength of Gingee naturally exalted the 
fame of the French prowefs ; and the lofs of this important fortrefs 
awakened Nazir-jing, and made him at laft recoiled: that it was 
time to oppofe the progrefs of an enemy who feemed capable of 
the boldeft enterprizes. On his arrival at Arcot, he had fent back 
to Gol-kondah two of his generals, with the greateft part of the 
troops in his own pay, and had likewife permitted many of 
the Rajahs and Indian chiefs to return home with their troops. 
He now recalled all thefe forces; but hoping that the news of thefe 
preparations, with offers of moderate advantages, would induce the 
French to lay down their arms, he determined to try the effed of 
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negotiation before he took the field, and fent two of his officers 1 750. 
to Pondicherry, to treat with Mr. Dupleix : who now not only infilled 
on the reftoration of Murzafa-jing to his liberty and eftates, together 
with the appointment of Chunda-faheb in the Carnatic 5 but required 
alfo, that the city of Mafulipatnam, with its dependencies,, fhould be 
given up to the French company, and that their troops fhould keep 
polfeflion of Gingee until Nazir-jing returned to Aureng-abad.. 

He lcarcely expetied that Nazir-jing would agree to thefe imperious 
terms, and by propofing them had no other intention than to provoke him 
to take the field, for it was in the field alone that the projects he liad 
formed againd him could be carried into execution. His expecta- 
tion was not difappointed, for Nazir-jing immediately ordered his troops 
to march towards Gingee,. and in the latter end of September joined 
them himlelf. His army was now much lefs numerous than when he 
entered the Carnatic ; for very few of the chiefs who had been permitted 
to return to their own countries rejoined his ftandard, and the troops 
which he had font to Gol-kondah were at too great a didance to march 
back into the province of Arcot before the rainy feafon. His camp 
however confided of 60,000 foot, 45,000 horfo, 700 elephants, and 
360 pieces of cannon, and with the attendants, who in an Indian 
army always out-number the regular troops, contained a multitude little 
lefs than 300,000 men. This great body moved very flowly, and em- 
ployed fifteen days in marching thirty miles ; and when at the didancc 
of iixteen from Gingee, were prevented from getting any farther by the 
rains, which fotting in with great violence, overflowed the whole coun- 
try. The notion of expofing the dandard. of the empire to dilgrace, 
by appearing to retreat, prevented Nazir-jing from returning immediate*- 
ly to Arcot, and in two or three days his army was inclofod between two 
rivers, which were rendered almod impaflableby the inundation. The 
communication with the neighbouring countries grew every day more 
difficult, provifions became fcarce, and the army differing likewifo from 
the inclemency of the weather, ficknefs began to fpread in the camp, 
and thefe diftrefles were likely to continue until the return of fair 
weather in December. The wavering temper of Nazir-jing grew 
impatient at thefe unexpected impediments, which protracted a war, in 
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1750. Which he had already wafted a year, abfent from the reft of the vaft 
•'Tf-.-L-j e ft ates c f hj s foubahftiip j and growing on a fudden as anxious to quit 
the Carnatic as he had hitherto been fond of remaining in it, he renewed 
his corre/pondence with Mr. Duplcix ; and to avoid the ditgrace of leeing 
the French maintain their p re tendons in hoftile defiance of his authority, 
he determined at laft to give his patents for all the ceflions they demanded, 
on condition that they fhould hold them as his valTals. 

Mr. Dupleix, who well knew the little faith to be repofed in any 
engagements or profeflions made by the princes of Indoftan, neither dif- 
fered the offers of Nazir-jing to flacken his machinations with the dis- 
contented confederates in the army, nor his reliance on thefe to interrupt 
his negotiation with their fovereign. It was now the month of Decem- 
ber, the rains were ceafed, and the important moment was at hand, 
when it was abfolutely necefiary to make the option between two very 
different methods of accomplishing his views. 

His correfpondence with the Pitan Nabobs had been carried on 
feven months, and they had engaged in their confpiracy above twenty 
other officers of principal note ; fo that all together the confederates com- 
manded one half of Naiir-jing’s army : they reprefented, that if it was 
wonderful the fecret had been fo long kept by fuch a number, every 
hour’s delay now teemed with infinite rifques, fince, in order to make 
the difpofitions neceffary to infure the fuccels of the enterprize, they were 
obliged every day to communicate to numbers of fubaltern officers a fe- 
cret, which, at the time of execution, mull; be known to all their troops. 

At the fame time came deputies from Nazir-jing to Pondicherry, who 
confidently affirmed that he would immediately fign the treaty, break up 
his Camp, and march out of the Carnatic. 

Affined of fuccefs by either of thefe events, Mr. Dupleix left chance 
to decide which fhould take place, and preffing Nazir-jing’s deputies to 
produce the treaty ratified, he at the fame time ordered the commander 
of the French troops at Gingee to march the very inftant that the confe- 
derates Ihould fignify to him that every thing was prepared to carry the 
long-meditated fcheme into execution. The fummons from the Pitan 
Nabobs arrived at Gingee before the ratification of the treaty at Pondi- 
cherry. 
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It was on the 4th of December that Mr. de la Touche, who now 
commanded the troops, began his march from Gingee with 800 Eu- 
ropeans, 3000 Sepoys, and ten field pieces. Some hints were given 
fufficient to infpire the toldiers with confidence, but Mr. de la Touche 
communicated the whole plan only to Mr. Bully and three or four of 
the principal officers. A guide fent by the confederates conducted the 
army towards the quarter where the troops immediately commanded 
by Nazir-jing encamped, which, after a march of fixteen miles, the 
French came in fight of at four o’clock the next morning. The 
whole camp extended eighteen miles, every Nabob and Raja having 
a feparate quarter. Some cavalry going the rounds difcovered the 
French battalion, and alarmed the advanced polls, which were very 
foon difperfed : the French then came up to the line of Nazir-jing’s 
artillery, behind which were drawn up 25000 foot. Here the con- 
flict became (harper ; for the firft firing having fpread the alarm, 
mod; of the generals devoted to Nazir-jing fent their troops to the 
place of aCtion j fo that one body was no fooner repulfed than 
another fucceeded, and even many of the fugitives rallied, and 
formed again in their rear. The French never experienced with more 
fuccels the advantage of field pieces managed with tire dexterity of 
quick firing ; for this alone preferved the troops in many a repeated 
charge from being broke by the cavalry. Thus furrounded, they gain- 
ed their way very flowly, and after palling the line of cannon, were 
three hours advancing three miles into the camp. They had already 
difperfed one half of the army, when they defcried at fome dillance 
a vaft body of horfe and foot drawn up in order, which extended as far 
as the eye could reach ; and the French troops were on the point of lofing 
courage at the idea of having this formidable holl Hill to encounter, 
when they perceived in the center of it an elephant bearing a large white 
flag. This was the fignal of the confederates : it was immediately 
known by Mr. de la Touche, and explained to the troops, who expreflfed 
their joy by repeated ffiouts : they were ordered to halt, until fome in- 
telligence ffiould be received from the Pitan Nabobs, whole enfigns were 
now difeerned approaching. 
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*750. Nazir-jing, who had the day before ratified his treaty with Mr. Du- 
p] e j x> an j fen t it to Pondicherry, gave no credit to thofe who firfr 
reported to him that his camp was attacked by the French troops : 
when convinced of it, the majeftic ideas in which he had been educated, 
together with fome degree of natural courage, did not fuffer him to ap- 
prehend any danger from fuch a handful of men, and calling their 
attack the mad attempt of a parcel of drunken Europeans, he ordered 
the officers who were near him to go and cut them to pieces, and at 
the fame time ordered the head of Murzufa-jing to be llruck off and 
brought to him. Meffengers arrived every minute to inform him of 
the progrefs which the French troops were making ; and on enquir- 
ing what difpofitions were made by the different Nabobs and chiefs 
who followed his ffandard, he was told, that the troops of Cudapa, 
Canoul, Candanore, of Miffore, t gether with 20,000 of the Mo- 
rattoes, were drawn up in order of battle, but had not yet advanced 
to repulfe the French. Enraged at this inaction of fo large a part of 
his army, he mounted his elephant, and accompanied by his body- 
guard, advanced toward thefe troops ; and the firft he came to 
were thofe of Cudapa, whole Nabob was at their head. Nazir- 
jing rode up to him, and told him, that he was a daftardly coward, 
who dared not defend the Mogul’s ftandard againft the mod con- 
temptible of enemies. The traitor replied, that he knew no ene- 
my but Nazir-jing, and at the fame time gave the fignal to a fufileer, 
who rode with him on the fame elephant, to fire. The ffiot milled, 
on which Cudapa himfelf difeharged a carabine, which lodged two 
balls in the heart of the unfortunate Nazir-jing, who fell dead on 
the plain. His guards were llruck with fo much difmay at this fudden 
affaffi nation, that few of them attempted to revenge it, and thefe few 
were loon difperfed or cut down. The Nabob of Cudapa then or- 
dered the head to be fevered from the body, and hailed away with 
it to the tent of Murzafa-jing, of whofe fate he had no anxiety* 
having engaged in the confpir^cy the officer to whofe care the con- 
finement of this prince had been entrulled: he found him freed from 
the fetters which he had now wore leven months, and hailing him 
Soubah of the Decan, prefented to him as a confirmation of the 
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title, the head of his uncle. Murzafa-jing ordered it to be fixed on a 1750 
pole, and to be carried to the army of the confederates, whither he re- ^ 
paired himlelf attended by the Nabob. 

The news was fprcad through the confederate army with great rapi- 
dity by the elevation of fmall white banners : Mr. de la Touche difco- 
vered thefc fignals very foon after he had ordered the French battalion 
to halt, and knew the meaning of them : a few minutes after came a 
horfeman at full fpeed, lent from Murzafa- jing ; upon which Mr. Bully was 
immediately dilpatched to compliment him, and receive bis orders. The 
death of Nazir-jing was no fooner known amonglt his troops than 
the greatell part of them came in crowds to range themfelves under 
the banner of his fuccefl’or, and by nine o’clock in the morning every 
fword was fheathed, notwithftanding that three brothers of the murdered 
prince were in the camp. The new Soubah proceeded to the tent of Hate, 
where he received homage from mod of the great officers who the day 
before had paid it to his uncle. But the prime minifter Shanavaz Khan 
was not of the number ; he, dreading the refentment of Murzafa- 
jing, for having fuftered him to remain fo long in prifon, made his clcape 
to the fort of Chittaput : and Mahomed-ally the open rival of Chunda- 
faheb knew he had every thing to apprehend from this revolution : 
fortunately his quarters were at a confiderable difiance from the lcene 
of this catafirophc, and the inftant he heard of ,it, he mounted 
the fleetefi of his horlcs, and accompanied only by two or three 
attendants, hafied with the utmofi precipitation to gain his fortrcls of 
Tritchanopoly. 

In the evening, Mr. de la Touche, accompanied by all his officers, 
went in ceremony to pay his relpcdts to Murzafa-jing, by whom they 
were received with demonfirations of gratitude worthy the important 
fervice they had rendered him. The oriental compliments paid to 
them on this occafion, were, for once, not defiitute of truth ; for 
excepting the conqucfts of Cortez and Pizarro in the new world, 
never did fo fmall a force decide the fate of fo large a fovereignty. The 
dominions of the Great Mogul confifi of 22 provinces, fix of which, 
comprehending more than one third of the empire, compofe the loubah- 
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1750. (hip of the Decan j the viceroy of which divifion is by a tide, ftill 
* — 1 m ore emphatic than that of Soubah, (tiled, in the language of the court, 
Nizam al-muluck, or protestor of the empire: his jurifdi&ion extends in 
a line nearly north and ibuth, from Brampore to cape Comorin, and eaft- 
ward from that line to the fea. Gol-kondah, one of thefe provinces, 
comprehends what Europeans call the nabob (hips of Arcot, Canoul, 
Cudapa, Raja-mandry, and Chicacol ; fo that there were under 
Nizam al-muluck thirty fuch Nabobs, befides feveral powerful In- 
dian kings, and many others of Idler note : the* number of fubjedts 
in the Decan probably exceeds thirty five millions. Of this great 
dominion, Murzafa-jing, from a prifoner in irons, and condemned to 
death, faw himfelf in the revolution of a few hours declared alinofi: the 
abfolute lord, and with the profpedt of maintaining poflefiion of it ; for 
his pretenfions were highly fupported by the Vizir at Delhi : but the l'un 
did not fet before the joy infpired by this fudden change of his fortunes 
was tainted with anxiety ; for tire Fitan Nabobs began to demand irn- 
perioufly the rewards they exped'ted for the parts they had contributed 
to his elevation : their pretenfions were exorbitant, and even inconfiftent 
with the principles of the Mogul government. It is not to be doubted 
that Murzafa-jing had, during his imprifonment, promifed every thing 
they thought proper to alk, not intending to fulfil more than what the 
nccefiity of his affairs (hould oblige him to ; but the prefence of theFrench 
troops now rendered him little apprehenfive of their refentment, and to 
them alone he entrufted the guard of his perfon, and the care of his 
treafurcs : however, not to irritate the Nabobs, by an abfolute re- 
jection of their claims, he told them that his engagements with the 
French natron would not permit him to determine any thing without the 
advice and participation of Mr. Dupleix, and encouraged them to 
hope that every thing would be fettled to their fatisfadfion at Pondi- 
cherry. 

Here the tidings ofNazir-jing’s death, and of the enthronement of his 
nephew, arrived in the afternoon : it was firfl brought to Chunda-fahcb,. 
who forgetting the ceremonies and attendance without which perlons of 
his rank never appear in public, quitted his houfe alone, and ran to the 
palace, where he was the fir (l who announced it to Mr. Dupleix. 
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They embraced with the agitations of two friends efcaped from a fhip- 1 750. 
wreck : the news was proclaimed to the town by a general difcharge of v 
the artillery ; and in the evening Mr. Dupleix held a court, and received 
the compliments of all the inhabitants. The next day a Te Deum 
was fung in full ceremony, and three deputies were fent to compliment 
Murzafa-jing : and two days afterwards another deputation carried fix 
coftly ferpaws ; thefe are garments which are prefented fometimes by 
fuperiors in token of protection, and fometimes by inferiors in token of 
homage ; and with the ferpaws was carried a white flag on an elephant, 
which were likewife prefented. Murzafa-jing pretended to be fo much 
pleafed with thl compliment of the flag, that he ordered it lhould in 
future be always difplayed in the midft of the enfigns of his fovereignty. 

On the 15th of December at night he came to the gates with a 
numerous and fplendid attendance, amongfl which were mod of the 
principal lords of his court : he was received by Mr. Dupleix and 
Chunda-faheb in a tent without the city ; and difeovered great emo- 
tions of joy in this interview. It was intended, in deference to his 
rank, that he fhould have entered the town on his elephant ; but the 
animal was too large to pafs under the beam to which the draw-bridge 
was fufpended ; whereupon he politely defired to go in the fame palankin 
with Mr. Dupleix to the palace : here they had a private conference, 
in which he explained the difficulties he lay under from the pretenflons 
of the Pitan Nabobs, and afterwards retired to the houfe appointed for 
his reception, where he was expected with impatience by his mother, 
his wife, and his fon. 

The next day the three Pitan Nabobs came into the town, and de- 
fired Mr. Dupleix to determine what rewards they fhould receive for 
the fervices they had rendered : they demanded, that the arrears of tri- 
bute, which they had not paid for three years, fhould be remitted j that 
the countries which they governed, together with ieveral augmenta- 
tions of territory they now demanded, fhould in future be exempted 
from tribute to the Mogul government ; and that one half of the riches 
found in Nazir-jing’s treafury fhould be delivered to them, 
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1750. It was known that nil the lords of Murzafa-jing’s court waited to 
-'v—-' mcafure their demands by the conceffions which he fhould make to 
the Pitan Nabobs: if thefe obtained all they afked, the whole of his 
dominion would fcarcely fuffice to fatisfy the other claimants in 
the fame proportion ; and, on the other hand, if they were not fatif- 
fied, it was much to be apprehended that they would revolt ; Mr. Du- 
plex therefore poftponed all other confiderations to this important difcuf- 
lion, and conferred with the Pitans for feveral days fucccflively. He 
acknowledged the great obligations. Murzafa-jing lay under to them 
for their conduit in the revolution} but infilled that he himfelf had 
contributed as much to it as they, and was therefore entitled to as 
great rewards, and that if fuch conceffions were extorted, the Sou- 
bah, would no longer be able to maintain the dignity he had ac- 
quired: intending therefore to fet the example of moderation, he, 
in the laft conference, told them, that he ffiould relinquish his 
own pretenfions to any Share of the treafures, or to any other advan- 
tages which might diftrefs the affairs of Murzafa-jing. The Pitans 
finding him determined to fupport the caufe of that prince at all 
events, agreed amongfi themfelves to appear fatisfied with the terms 
he preferibed : thefe were, that their governments fhould be augment- 
ed by fome diftridts much lefs than thofe they demanded : that their 
private revenues fhould be increafed by the addition of fome lands 
belonging to the crown given to them in farm at low rates ; and 
that the half of the money found in Nazir-jing’s treafury fhould be 
divided amongfi: them } but the jewels were referved to Murzafa- 

3 in g- 

This agreement was figned by the Nabobs, who likewife took on 
the Alcoran an oath of allegiance to the Soubah ; declaring at the fame 
time that Nizam-al-muluck himfelf had never been able to obtain 
from them this mark of fubmiffion : and he on his part fwore to protect 
them whilft they remained faithful. 

All diffentions being now in appearance reconciled, feafts and enter- 
tainments enfued, in which Mr. Dupleix fpared no cxpence to raife in his 
guefts a high opinion of the grandeur of his nation by the fplendour 
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with which he affedted to reprefent his monarch. Amidrt thefe rejuic- 1750. 
ings was performed the ceremony of inftalling the Sonbah in the throne '-‘■"v*— ' 
of the Decan : it was very pompous ; and Mr. Dupleix appeared, next 
to the Soubah, the principal adtor in it ; for in the drefs of a Maho- 
medan lord of Indoftan, with which the prince himfelf had clothed 
him, he was the firft who paid homage ; after which he was declared 
governor for the Mogul of all the countries lying to the fouth of the 
river Kriftna ; that is, of a territory little lefs than France iti'clf : he. 
likewife received the title of munfub or commander of 7000 horfe, 
with the permiflion of bearing amongft his enfigns, that of the filh ; 
neither of which diftindtions is ever granted excepting to perfons of 
the firft note in the empire: It was ordered, that no money fliould 
be current in the Carnatic, but fuch as was coined at Pondicherry ; 
and that the Mogul’s revenues from all the countries of which Mr. Du- 
pleix was now appointed vicegerent Ihould be remitted to him, who was 
to account for them to the Soubah; and Chunda-faheb was declared Nabob 
of Arcot and its dependencies, under the authority of Mr. Dupleix. All 
the Mogul and Indian lords paid homage, and made presents : penfions, 
titles of honour, and governments, were bellowed on thole who had 
aHilled in the revolution, or had otherwife merited favour ; but he 
granted none of thefc to any, but fuch as prefented requclls figned 
by the hand of Mr. Dupleix. 

The immediate advantages arifing to the French Eall India company 
by thefe conccfiions, were the pofieflion of a territoiy near Pondicherry 
producing annually 96000 rupees; of that near Karical in the kingdom 
of Tanjore, valued at 106,000 ; and the city of Mafulipatnam with its 
dependencies, of which the yearly income amounted to 144,000 rupees ; 
in all, a revenue of 38000 pounds fterling, according to the accounts 
published by the French, which there is real'on to believe are greatly 
extenuated. But thefe advantages were fmall in companion of thofe 
which Mr. Dupleix expedled to obtain from the extenfive authority 
with which he was now inverted; and altho’ not one of thefe grants could, 
according to the conftitution of the Mogul empire, be of any validity, 
unlefs confirmed by the emperor, he, without fcruple,. afiiimed them 
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1750. as lawful acquifitions : it is certain that, imperfeft as they were, they 
ferved greatly to raife the reputation of his importance in the Car- 
natic, where the Soubah of the fouthern provinces is more re- 
fpe&cd than the Great Mogul himfelf. Even Mahomed-ally ap- 
peared to he confounded by thefe conceffions } and from Tritchano- 
poly, to which place he had efcaped with great difficulty, impower- 
ed the Morratoe, Raja janagi, to treat with Mr. Dupleix for the fur- 
render of the city, and offered, as the French affirm with great con- 
fidence in more than one memoir, to relinquiffi his pretenfions to the 
nabobfhip of Arcot, provided Murzafa-jing would give him fome 
other government in the territory of Gol-kondah, and leave him in 
poffefiion of his treafures, without demanding any account of his 
father An’war-adean Khan’s admin iftration. Mr. Dupleix agreed to 
thefe terms, and imagined that they would very foon be carried into 
execution : fo that nothing now retarded the departure of Murzafa-jing 
to Gol-kondah and Aurcng-abad, where his prefence became every day 
more neceffary. As the power of Mr. Dupleix depended on the prefer- 
vation of this prince, whofe government in a country fubjeil to fuch 
ludden revolutions, probably would not be free from commotions, he 
propofed that a body of French troops fhould accompany him until he 
was firmly eftablifhed in the foubahfhip ; and from experience of the fer- 
vices they were capable of rendering, this offer was accepted without 
hefitation. 

The treafures of Nazir-jing were computed at two millions fterling, 
and the jewels at 500,000 pounds : in the partition of this wealth, 
the private fortune of Mr. Dupleix was not forgot, notwithftanding 
the offer he had made in the conference with the Pitan Nabobs to 
relinquish all pretenfions to any private advantage by the revolution } 
for, befides many valuable jewels, it is faid, that he received 
200,000 pounds in money. Murzafa-jing gave 50,000 pounds to be 
divided among the officers and troops who had fought at the battle 
ofrGingee, and paid 50,000 pounds more into the treafury of the French 
company, for the expences they had incurred in the war. The 
long experience of Shwnavae JChan in the adminiftration of the 
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Dccan rendering his knowledge neceffary to the inftm&ion of a new 1750. 
regency, he was invited by Murzafa-jiog to enter into his fervice, and '-"V"*- 
came from Chittaput and made his fubmiffiop. 

Mr. Dupleix and Murzafa-jing feparated with profeffions of mutual 1 75 1 • 
gratitude and attachment, and the army left the neighbourhood of Pon- 
dicherry on the 4th of January ; the French detachment was com- 
manded by Mr. Bufly, and confided of 300 Europeans and 2000 Se- 
poys with ten field pieces. The march was continued without inter- 
ruption until the latter end of the month, when they arrived in the terri- 
tory of Cudapa, about fixty leagues from Pondicherry. There form' 
draggling horfemen quarrelled with the inhabitants of a village, and, 
with the ufual licentioulnefs of the cavalry of Indoftan, fet fire not only 
to that, but likewii’e to two or three other villages in the neighbourhood. 

The Nabob of Cudapa, pretending to be greatly exalperated by this 
outrage, ordered a body of his troops to revenge it, by attacking the 
rear-guard of Murzafa-jing’s divifion. A fkirmifh enfued, and the 
troops of Cudapa overpowered by numbers, retreated to their main body. 

Their attack, whether by chance or defign is uncertain, had been directed 
againft that part of the army which efcortcd the women ; fo that this 
defiance was aggravated by the mod flagrant affront that the dignity of 
an Indian prince could receive : for the perfons of women of rank are 
deemed facred, even in war. Murzafa-jing no fooner heard of this in- 
fult, than he ordered his whole army to halt, put himfelf at the head 
of a large body of troops, and prepared to march againft the Na- 
bob of Cudapa. Mr. Bufly, who had been inftru&cd to avfid if 
poffible all occafions of committing hoftilities in the rout to Gol- 
kondah, interpofed, and with much difficulty prevailed on him to luf- 
pend his refentment, until the Nabob explained the reafons of his con- 
duit. Meflengers were lent both from Murzafa-jing and Mr. Bufly : 
to thofe of Murzafa-jing the Nabob of Cudapa anfwered, that he 
waited for their maftcr fword in hand ; but to Mr. Bufly he font word, 
that he was ready to make fnbmiffions to the Soubah through his medi- 
ation. The difference of thefe anfwers flung this prince to the quick, 
and nothing could now flop him from proceeding to take inftant revenge.. 
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1751. He told Mr. Bully, who ftill attempted to calmkim, that every Pitan in 
his army was a traitor born ; and in. a very few minutes the truth ofhis 
aflertion was confirmed : for his fpies brought intelligence, that the 
troops of all the three Nabobs were drawn up together in battle-array; 
that they were ported to defend a defile which lay in the rout of the 
army, and that feveral ports leading to the defile were defended by can- 
non, which had been brought there fome days before. Thefe prepara- 
tions left no doubt that the rebellion of the Nabobs was premeditated ; 
and indeed they had began to concert it from the very hour that they 
had taken the oath of allegiance in Pondicherry. Murzafa-jing, in 
lull march at the head of his cavalry, grew impatient of the flow 
pace of the French battalion, and hurried away to attack the re- 
bels without their affiftance. The Pitan Nabobs had in their lervice 
many of their own countrymen, who, although much inferior in 
number, flood the (hock with great intrepidity, and had even repulfed 
his troops before Mr. Bully came up. The fire of the French artillery, 
after a fevere {laughter, changed the fortune of the day, and obliged the 
Pitans to retreat ; when Murzafa-jing, irritated by the repulfe he had 
fuflained, rallied his troops, and hcedlcfs of the remonftrances of Mr. 
Bully, purfued the fugitives, and left once more the French battalion be- 
hind, who endeavoured to keep light of him, but in vain : They loon 
after came up to fome of his troops, who were cutting to pieces the body 
of the Nabob of Savanore dead on the ground. The Nabob of 
Cudapa had fled out of the field defperately wounded, and in pur- 
fuing him, Murzafa-jing came up with the Nabob of Canoul, who 
finding he could not efcape, turned with the handful of troops that fur- 
rounded hitn, and pulhed on towards the elephant of his enemy. Exaf- 
perated by this defiance, the young prince made a lign to his troops to 
leave the perfon of the Nabob to be attacked by himfelf. The two 
elephants were driven up dole to each other, and Murzafa-jing 
had his lword uplifted to flrike, when his antagonift thruft his 
javelin, which pierced his forehead with fo much force that the point 
entered the brain •, he fell back dead : a thoufand arms were 
aimed at the Nabob, who was in the fame inftant mortally 
z wounded 
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wounded j and the troops, not fatisfied with this atonement, fell 1750. 
with fury on thole of the Nabob, whom they fbon overpowered, and w ^ r — 
cut to pieces. The French battalion was preparing to hail them 
returning from the field with acclamations of victory, when the news 
of Murzafa-jing’s fate firuck them with the deepefi confternation. 

They immediately marched back to the camp, which they found 
in the utmoft confufion ; for large arrears of pay were due to the army * 
and it was to be apprehended that the foldiery would mutiny and 
plunder, and every general fufpefted all the others of Unifier in- 
tentions. 

But this difafter affe&ed no intereft more feverely than that of the 
French; for by it were annihilated all the advantages which were 
gained by the murder of Nazir-jing ; and Mr. Bufly was left without 
pretenfions to interfere any farther in the concerns of the Decan. This 
officer faw all the defperate confequences of his prefent fituation without 
lofing his prefence of mind : he aflembled the generals and minifters, 
and found them as ready as himfelf to admit of any expedient by which 
the lofs of their fovercign might be repaired : befides the fon of Mur- 
zafa-jing, an infant, there were in the camp three brothers of Nazir-jing, 
whom that prince had brought into the Carnatic under firid confine- 
ment, to prevent their engaging in revolts during his abfence; and 
after his death they were continued under the fame refiraint by Murzafa- 
jing. Mr. Bufly propofed, that the vacant dignity of Soubah fliould 
be conferred on the eldeft of the brothers, by name Salabat-jing ; 
and the generals, from a fenfe of the convulfions to which the reign 
of a minor would be expofed, readily acquiefced to the exclufion of 
Murzafa-jing’s fon, and unanimoufly approved of Mr. Bufly ’s ad- 
vice. It was immediately carried into execution, the three princes 
were releafed from their confinement, and Salabat-jing was proclaim- 
ed Soubah of the Decan, with the univerfal confent of the army. 

His elevation, and the fignal cataftrophe of this day, in which three 
of the confpirators of Nazir-jing’s death fell in battle fighting 
againft each other, were regarded by many as a retribution of the 
divine juftice. 

Mr, 
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1751. Mr. Bufly immediately advifed Mr. Dupleix of this revolution, and 
v-*' of the difpofitions wliich he had made in favour of Sallabat-jing, who 
agreed to confirm all the ceflions made by his predeceffor, and to give 
{till greater advantages to the French nation. On thefe conditions, 
Mr. Dupleix acknowledged his right to :the Soubahfhip, with as much 
ardor as he had afferted that -of Murzafa-jing ; and as foon as this 
approbation was received, the army left the countiy of Cudapa, and 
continued its march to Gol-kondah. . 


The End of the Second Book. 
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T HE nations of Coromandel, accuftomed to fee Europeans 
afluming no other character than that of merchants, and pay- 
ing as much homage to the Mogul'government as was exaCled 
from themfelves, were aftonifhed at the rapid progrels of the French 
arms, and beheld with admiration the abilities of Mr. Duplcix, who 
had fliewn himfelf at once as great an adept in the politics of In- 
doftan, as if he had been educated a Mahomedan lord at the court 
of Delhi j and knowing the rivality which exifted between the two 
nations, they were equally furprized at the indolence of the Englilh, 
who, fmee the retreat of their troops from Mahomed-ally at Trivady, 
had taken no meafures to interrupt the progrefs of his fehemes; 

and indeed this inactivity at fo critical a conjuncture,, is difficult to 

be accounted for, unlefs it be imputed to their dread of engag- 
ing, without authority from England, in open hoftilities againit the 

French immediately after the conclufion of a general peace in Europe. 
Whatever might be the motives, their difpofition to remain in peace 
was fo great, that major Lawrence himfelf, who commanded the troops,, 
and had great influence in their councils, left Fort St. David on forae 
private concerns, and failed for England in the month of October, The 
aflaflination of Nazir-jing and its confequences overwhelmed them 
with aftonifliment, and made them fenfible, when too late, of the errors 
they had committed in not continuing a body of their troops with the 
army of that prince. There remained, even after his death, a means 
of fnatching from the conquerors their, laurels, and the fruits of their 
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vidlory 5 for Mtirzafa-jing, with his uncle’s treafures, moved from Gin- 
gee with only a detachment of his own army and 300 of the French 
troops, who marching without apprehenfion of danger, obferved little 
military order : Mr. Benjamin Robins, at that time juft arrived from 
England to fuperintend the company’s fortifications as engineer-general, 
propolcd that 800 Europeans Ihould march out and attack them in their 
return ; difeovering in this advice the fame extenfive fagacity which has 
diftinguilhed his fpeculations in the abftrufer fciences, and which renders 
Jus name an honour to our country ; for there is the greateft probability 
tliat the attack, if well conducted, would have fucceeded, and the trea- 
fiires of Nazir-jing have been carried to Fort St. David inftead of Pondi- 
cherry •„ but the Englilh were not as yet fufikiently inflamed by the fpirit 
of enterprize, even to comprehend the feafibility of an attempt which 
carried the appearance of fo much hardinefs as this propofed by Mr. 
.Robins. 

Mahomed-ally, ftill more perplexed and difpirited than the Englilh, 
had no hopes of prefervation but in their affiftance, which he prefiingly 
follicited at the fame time that he was capitulating with Mr. Dupleix for 
the furrender of Tritchanopoly : and the Englilh, apprehenfive of the 
concluiion of luch a treaty, which would have left them without any 
pretence to oppofe Mr. Dupleix and Chunda-faheb, at laft took the 
refolution of fending once more to Tritchanopoly a detachment to en- 
courage Mahomed-ally to defend the city ; it confifted of 280 Europeans, 
with 300 Sepoys, who arrived there under the command of captain Cope 
in the beginning of February. 

About the fame time Chunda-faheb marched from Pondicherry with 
an army of 8000 men, horfe and foot, which he had levied in the 
province, joined by a battalion of 800 Europeans; and with this force 
proceeded to Arcot, where he received homage as Nabob, and there 
was fcarce a ftrong hold to the north of the river Coleroon of which the 
governor did not acknowledge his fovereignty. Mortiz-ally of Velore, 
who had temporized, and aftedted obedience to Nazir-jing from the time 
that prince entered the Carnatic, immediately after his death reaflum- 
cd his connexion with his relation Chunda-faheb, and was the firft 
to reacknowledge him •, and his example determined moll of the other 
chiefs. 


The 
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The countries lying between the Coleroon and- the extremity of J 75 1 . 
the peninfula did not openly throw off their obedience to Mahomed-ally, v— 
but were lukewarm in his interefts : he therefore fent ayoohorfe, and 
3000 Peans, under the command of his brother Abdul-rahim, together 
with a detachment of 30 Europeans, to fettle the government of Tina- 
velly, a city lying 160 miles to the fouth of Tritchanopoly, and capi- 
tal of a territory which extends to cape Comorin. Abdul-rahim met 
with no refinance from the people of the county, but found it 
difficult to reftrain his troops from revolt; for moft of the officers 
being renters, were indebted to their prince as much as he was in- 
debted to their foldiers, and expe&ed as the price of their defection that 
Chunda-laheb would not only remit what they oweU to the government, 
but likewife furnifli money for the pay of their troops. However, 
great promifes, and the vigilance of lieutenant Innis, who command- 
ed die Englifh detachment, prevented them from carrying their lchcmes 
into execution ; but the fame fpirit of revolt manifefted itl'elf more 
openly in another part of Mahomed-ally’s dominions. 

Allum Khan, a foldier of fortune, who had formerly been in the 
fervice of Chunda-faheb, and afterwards in that of the king of Tanjore, 
had lately left this prince and came to Madura, where his reputation as 
an excellent officer foon gained him influence and refpedl, which he em- 
ployed to corrupt the garrifon, and fucceeded fo well, that the troops 
created him governor, and confented to maintain the city under his au- 
thority for Chunda-faheb, whom he acknowledged as his fovereign. 

The country of Madura lies between thofe of Tritchanopoly and Ti- 
navelly, and is as extenfive as either of them. The city was in ancient 
times the refidence of a prince who was fovereign of all the three. Its 
form is nearly a fquare of 4000 yards in circumference, fortified with a 
double wall and a ditch. The lofs of this place, by cutting off the 
communication between Tritchanopoly and the countries of Tinavelly, 
deprived Mahomed-ally of more than one half of his dominions : on 
receiving the news, captain Cope offered his fervice to retake it. His 
detachment was ill equipped for a liege, for they had brought no batter- 
ing cannon from Fort bt. David, and there were but two ferviceable 

pieces 
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*. pfeccs in the city : with one of thefe, three field pieces, two cohorns, and 
** - v" i ** f i^o Europeans, he marched away, accompanied by 600 of the 
Nabob's cavalry, commanded by another of his brothers Abdul-wahatv 
Khan; and on the day that they arrived in fight of Madura, they 
were joined by the army returning from Tinavelly. There were feverai 
large breaches in die outward wall ; the gun fired through one of therm 
on the inward wall, and in two days demolifhed a part of it, although 
not fufficient to make the breach acceflible without the help of fafeines. 
Difficult as it was, it was neceflary either to ftorm it immediately, or to 
relinquifh the fiege, for all the (hot of the great gun were expended. 
The Sepoys, encouraged by a diftribution of fome money, and a promife 
of much more if displace was taken, went to the attack with as much 
fptrit as the Europeans. The fiirft wall was paffed without refinance, and 
at the foot of the breach in the fecond appeared three champions, one of 
them a very bulky man in compleat armour, who fought manfully with 
theirfwords, and wounded feverai of the forlorn hope, but were at lall 
with difficulty killed. Whilft the troops were mounting the breach, 
they were feverely annoyed by arrows, frones, and the fire of match- 
lucks, notwithstanding which they gained the parapet ; and here the 
enemy had on each fide of the entrance flung up a mound of earth, on 
which they had laid horizontally lbme palm trees feparated from 
each other, and through thefe intervals they thruft their pikes. At 
tlla bottom of the rampart within the wall they had flung up a 
flrong retrenchment with a ditch, and three or four thoufand men ap- 
peared ready to defend this work with all kinds of arms.. The troops, 
wounded by the pikes as fall: as they mounted, were not able to keep 
pofiefiion of the parapet, and after fighting until ninety men were dis- 
abled, reHnquiflied the attack.. Four Europeans were killed: the Se- 
poys fuffered more, and four of their captains were defperately wounded. 
The next day captain Cope prepared to return to Tritchanopoly, and 
blew the cannon to pieces, for want of means to carry it away. The 
troops of Mahomed-ally, encouraged by this repulfc, no longer con- 
cealed their difaffe&ion, and 500 horfe, with 1000 Peans, went over 
to Alltim K-kan before the Engliffi broke up their camp, and two or 

three. 


4 



Book HI. History op the Carnatic. 175 

three days after near 2000 more horlemen deferted- likewife to the .*75 1 
enemy. At the fame time that the army and dominions of Maho- 
med -ally were thus reduced, he received advice that Chunda-faheb was 
preparing to march from Arcot to befiege Tritchanopoly ? he now more 
ftrenuoufly reprefented his diftreffes to the presidency of Fort' St. David, 
offering to give the company a territory of confiderable revenue conti- 
guous to the bounds of Madrafs, and promiiing likewife to. defray all 
the expences of their affiftance. 

It was the time of harveft, which on the coafl of Coromandel is 
divided equally between the lord of the land and the cultivator? and 
Mr. Dupleix affedted to diftinguifh his new acquilitions, by ordering fmall 
white flags to be planted almoft in every field to which he laid claim : 
thefc flags were feen from Fort St. David extended round the bounds, and 
fome of them were even planted within the company’s territory : the 
infolence of thefe marks of fovereignty flung the Englifh, and rouzed 
them from their lethargy: they concluded that Mr. Dupleix, from the 
fame fpirit of dominion, would not fail to impofe extravagant duties on 
their trade pafling through the countries of which he had taken poffef- 
fion ? and this refledtion convincing them that^ their own ruin would 
be blended with that of Mahomed-ally, they determined to accept 
the offers he made, and to fupport his caufe to the utmoft of their 
power-. 

In the beginning of April a body of 500 Europeans, of which 50 were 
cavalry, and 100 Caffres, 1000 Sepoys, with eight field pieces, took 
the field under the command of captain Gingen, who was ordered to 
remain near Fort St. David until he lhould be joined by Mahomed -ally’s 
troops from Tritchanopoly : for the Englifh were determined not to ap- 
pear as principals in the war. After waiting fix weeks, captain Gingen 
was joined by 600 horfe and 1000 Peans ? he then proceeded to the 
weftward, and came in fight of Verdachelum, a large and ftrong pagoda 
garrifonedby 300 of Chunda-fahcb’s troops : this place is fituated 40 
miles from the coafl, and commands the high road ; the reduction of 
it was therefore neccflary to preferve the communication with Fort St. 

David: the garrifbn were fmnmoned by the Nabob’s officer to deliver 

up 
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1751 . up the place : they refufed, and mann’d the walls. The Englilh tf-oops, 
w vrV under cover of a bank, fired at them for feme hours, but finding 
that this attack made little impreflion, they prepared towards even- 
ing to make a general aflault, when the fight of the fcaling ladders in- 
duced the governor to fur render. Leaving a garrifon of twenty Euro- 
peans and fifty Sepoys in the pagoda, they continued their march to the 
weitvvard, and were foon after joined by 100 Europeans detached by 
captain Cope from Tritchanopoly, and 2000 horfe, with 2000 foot, 
the remainder of the Nabob’s troops, under the command of his brother 
Abdul-wahab Khan, 

The army, after this jundlion came in fight of that of Chunda- 
faheb, which lay encamped in the neighbourhood of Vol-kondah. 
This is a very ftrong fortrefs, 90 miles from the coaft, fituated 
in the great road between Arcot and Tritchanopoly: its princi- 
pal defence is a rock 200 feet high, and about a mile in circum- 
ference at the bottom, where it is enclofed by a high and ftrong 
wall, moftly cut out of the folid rock j near the fummit it is en- 
closed by another wall, and the fummit itfelf is furrounded by a 
third : adjoining to the eaftern fide of the rock, on the plain, is a 
fort built of ftone, contiguous to which lies a town flenderly fortified with 
a mud wall. The river Val-aru, after running due eaft, forms an angle 
about a mile to the north of Vol-kondah, where it turns to the fouth, 
and in this direction pafies clofe by the weftern fide of the rock, and 
winding round it, reaflumes its courfe to the eaftward along the fouthern 
fide of the fort and town. Captain Gingen encamped in a large grove 
about a mile and half to the fouthweft of Vol-kondah : and in this 
lituation the advanced guards were in fight of thofe of Chunda-faheb, 
whofe camp lay about four miles to the north of that part of the river 
which runs eaft before it ftrikes to the fouth. Here he had been feme 
days endeavouring to perfuade the governor to put him in poflcflion of 
the fort j and Abdul-wahab Khan, equally fenfible of the importance 
of the place, made offers likewife to induce him to deliver it up to Ma- 
homed-ally. The man knowing the advantage of his poft, had given 
evafive anfwers to Chunda-faheb and replied to Abdul-wahab Khan, 

that 
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that he waited to fee a battle before he gave up his 'fort to either; but 1751. 
neverthelefs he entered into a negotiation with both, which lafted a fort- 
night, and during this time neither of the armies made any triotion : at 
length captain Gingen, irritated by his prevarications, determined to 
treat him as an enemy; but before he proceeded to hoftilities, ported the 
army about a mile to the northweft of the rock of Vol-kondah, where 
they were in readinefs to intercept the approach of Chunda-faheb ; for it 
was not doubted that the governor would call him to his affiftance, as 
foon as he found himfelf attacked. This difpofition being made, a large 
detachment of Europeans and Sepoys marched about nine in the even- 
ing, who eafily got over the mud- wall, and then fetting fire to the 
town, advanced to the rtone fort; but this they found too ftrong to be 
alfaulted before a breach was made, and therefore returned to the 
camp. The governor, as was forefeen, itr mediately fent a melTenger to 
acquaint Chunda-faheb that he was ready to admit his troops into the 
place. 

The next morning, at break of day, the French battalion was dis- 
covered marching towards the rock along the bed of the river, which 
was almoft dry; and the Indian army of Chunda-faheb, which had 
been augmented at Arcot to i20oohorfe and 5000 Sepoys, appeared at 
the fame time. Notwithftanding thefe motions, the Englifh officers 
wafted fo much time in deliberation, that the French battalion ar- 
rived near the foot of the rock, and formed before any attempt was 
made to intercept them ; when too late, it was determined to give the 
enemy battle. 

When troops are drawn out for adion, the greateft fault a general 
can commit is, to give them caufe to fufped that he is doubtful what 
orders to give ; for they being, as a multitude, incapable of nice di- 
ftindions, will infallibly impute his fufpence either to fear or incapacity, 
and commonly to both : fo that it is fafer to order them with confidence 
to retreat, than to lead them to the attack with the appearance of diffi- 
dence. The troops had perceived the hefitations of the council of war, 
and were fo much affeded by them that they marched to the enemy 
with irrefolution. As they approached a cannonade enfued, and a fhot 
rtruck one of the French tumbrils, which blowing up wounded feme of 
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their European*?, and frightened fo much a hundred more, who were 
polled near it, that they ran away with Mr. d’Auteuil at their head to the 
fort of Vol-kondah, where they were admitted ; and from hence they 
immediately began to fire from 14 pieces of cannon upon the Englifli 
battalion. This unexpected cannonade, notwithftanding that moft of 
their /hot flew too high, flung the troops into dilbrder, and fome of 
the officers likewife difeovering fear, the whole battalion were feized 
with a panic. The captains Gingen, Dalton, Kirkpatrick, and lieu- 
tenant Ciivc, endeavoured to rally them, but in vain ; for they retreat- 
ed in great confuilon, without flopping until they reached the camp. 
Abdul-wahab Khan rode up and upbraided them in the ftrongeft terms for 
their cowardice, bidding them take example from his own troops, who 
ftill rtood their ground : and to compleat the fliamc of this day, the 
company of Caffres remained likewife on the field for fome time, and 
then marched off in good order, bringing away the dead and wounded. 
Had they behaved with common refolution, the enemy would pro- 
bably have been defeated ; for Abdul-wahab Khan had prevailed on one 
of their generals, who commanded 4000 horfe, to come over to him on 
the field of battle, which body was obferved to feparate from the reff 
as the enemy approached ; and this appearance of defection flung 
Chunda-faheb into Inch perplexity, that he did not venture to pur- 
fue the Englilh, over whom he would otherwilc have had every ad- 
vantage. 

The panic did not ceafe with the day, but operated fo ftrongly, 
that captain Gingen, to avoid worfe confcqucnces, determined to remove 
the troops flora the fight of an enemy they fo much dreaded, and at 
midnight broke up the camp, and marching with great expedition in 
die road leading to Tritchanopoly, arrived the next evening at the 
tlre'ghts of Utatcor, diflant about 25 miles from that city: a part of 
the range of mountains which bounds the province of Arcot to the 
weftward, forms one fide of thefe ftreights, and fome hills about a mile 
to the cart the other : the ground for feveral miles farther eaftward is 
covered with rocks, which render it impartible to an army encumbered 
with artillery. The company of grenadiers confirting of 100 men, together 
with 1 00 Caffres and Topafles, with two field pieces, were left under the 
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command of captain Dalton, in a village at the entrance of the (freights : 
the main body encamped in the valley; and in order to fecure the rear 
of the camp, fome Europeans were placed in. the fort of U tatoor, which 
lies about two miles fouth of the {freights. 

The next day the enemy took the fame rout, and for the convcnicncy 
of water halted about eight miles from the freights. A few days 
after about 100 of their horfe appeared in light of the village, 
riding about and flourilhing their fibres in defiance: captain Gin- 
gen, with fevcral of the principal officers of the battalion, happened 
at this time to be there, who were lb much exaggerated at this bra- 
vado, that feven of them mounted their horfes, and tallied with 12 
troopers and 1 00 Sepoys to attack the party: they retreated a; the Englith 
approached, fometimes halting as if they intended to hand the {hock, and 
in this manner led them three miles from the village, when they gal- 
loped away at full fpcccl and dilappeared. The Englilli had not pro- 
ceeded a mile in their return to the camp, when they discovered a 
body of near 3000 boric coming out of a neighbouring thicket, where 
they were polled in ambufeade, and from hence had detached the party 
which appeared at the village. The Sepoys were ordered to dilpcrfc, 
and the horfemen forming into a compadl body, pufhed forwards 
fo brifkly, that only four or five of the enemy’s iquadrons had time 
to fling thcmtelves in their way : thefe were attacked fword in hand, 
and the troops cut their way through, but not without the lofs of 
lieutenant Mafkdync and three troopers, who were made prifoners ; the 
rell gained the village; but all the Sepoys were cither killed or 
taken. Mr. Mafkclync was loon after relcafed bv Chumla-fiheb, 
to whom he gave his parole ; for the French, who were at this time as 
cautious as the Englilh of appearing principals in the war, affected to 
have no authority over the prifoners. The ill lltccefs of this ineonftdc- 
ratc excurfion, encreafeJ the diffidence which the fbldicrs entertained 
of their officers; who began likewife to di I agree amongft thetnielvcs, 
concurring in nothing hut in thinking that the enemy were much too 
ft rone; for them. 

Tb e next day Chunda-fahcb encamped within five miles of the village, 
and employed two days in reconnoitring the ground quite up to the 
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1751. (freights. On the third, the 13th of July, their whole army was difeo- 
vered advancing in battle-array. Several parties of cavalry preceeded the 
line, and came on each flank of the village j and loon after appeared a 
body of 4000 Sepoys with feven pieces of cannon, fupported by a com- 
pany of 1 00 Topalles ; thefe marched up flowly and in good order : 

the cavalry brought up the rear ; and were foon after rejoined by the 
other parties which had been fent forward, excepting a few fquadrons 
which galloped on, and ftationed thcmfelves between the village and the 
(freights. Captain Dalton had began to fire from his two field pieces, 
when he received orders to quit his port, and join the main body, which 
had advanced a little way from the camp to favour his retreat : the 
near approach of the enemy now rendered the execution of this order 
liable to many difficulties ; however, to conceal his intentions from 

them as long as poffible, he firft drew up the greateft part of his de- 

tachment out of their fight behind the village, and then ordered 
the two field pieces to be fent to him; after which the reft of 
the detachment marched through the village and joined him. Thus 
the whole body formed before the enemy difeovered their inten- 
tion : as foon as they were convinced of it, their Sepoys rallied through 
the village, and began to fire from the huts on the rear of the Englifh 
party, who had fcarcely got out of reach of this fire, when the enemy’s 
whole cavalry, divided into two bodies, came galloping round each fide 
of the village, and furrounded them : the men did not lofe courage, 
and by a heavy fire obliged them to retreat into the village. The 
detachment moving flowly on toward the camp, had not proceeded far 
before the enemy, horfe and foot, returned to the charge, and fur- 
rounded them again. The Caffres, Topafles, and a platoon of Euro- 
peans kept up a conftant fire, whilft the grenadiers continually 
prefented and recovered their arms, preferving their fire for the laft 
extremity; and by this referve conftantly deterred the cavalry from 
charging ; in this manner they made their retreat good to the 
entrance of the (freights, where the ground being rocky, hindered 
the enemy’s horfe from continuing in compatt fquadrons. The de- 
tachment, now reinforced by two platoons from the main body, halted 
more frequently, giving their whole fire at once, and joined their army 
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in good order, bringing off their killed and wounded, which were fifteen 
men. The enemy following them, were infenfibly led within a 
fmall diftance of the whole force now united with eight pieces of 
cannon in front ; they at firft appeared determined to ftand their ground, 
and bring on a general action ; but finding themfclves feverely galled by 
the artillery, which, together with the whole line, advanced upon 
them, they gave way, and loft 300 men before they got out of cannon- 
ihot : their cannon were ill ferved, and did but little damage, and the 
French battalion never appeared until the firing ceafed, when they were 
dilcovered taking poffeftion of the village, in the rear of which the reft 
of the army likewife pitched their tents. 

Altho’ the port in the ftreiglits was deemed defenfiblc, it was feared from 
the great fuperiority of Chunda-faheb’s cavalry and Sepoys, that he would 
detach a body of men, and poft it between the camp and Tritchanopoly, 
from. which city the aripy drew all its provilions acrofs the two largeft 
rivers in the Carnatic. From this apprehenfion it was determined to 
retreat without delay, and the army decamped filently in the night; 
they never halted till two the next day, fatigued to excefs with a 
march of eighteen hours, performed without refrefhment in the hotteft 
fcafon of this fultry climate, and after the fatigues they had endured in the 
adtion of the preceding day. Luckily the enemy’s cavalry were lb difpirited 
with the lofs they then fuftained, that they never attempted to interrupt 
the retreat : they however followed at a diftance, and before night 
took poft within three miles of the army, which was now’ arrived within 
fight of Tritchanopoly, and encamped clofe to the northern bank of the 
Colcroon. 

This river is a principal arm of another called the Caveri, w Inch has 
its fource in the mountains within thirty miles of Mangaloic on the 
coaft of Malabar, and paft'mg through the kingdom of Myfore, runs 
400 miles before it reaches Tritchanopoly. About five miles to the 
northvveft of this city the Caveri divides ittclf into two principal arms. 
The northern is called the Coleroon, and difembogues at Devi Co- 
tah : the other retains the name of Caveri ; and about twenty miles to 
the eaftward of Tritchanopoly begins to fend forth feveral large branches, 
all of which pafs through the kingdom of Tanjore, and arc the caule 
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* 75 *' of the great fertility of that country. For feveral miles after the fepa- 
ration, the banks of the Coleroon and Caveri are in no part two miles 
afundcr, in many fearcely • one ; and at Coilady, a fort fifteen miles 
to the eafi of Tritchanopoly, the two ft reams approach fo near to 
each other, that the people of the country have been obliged to fling up 
a large and ftrong mound of earth to keep them from uniting again. 
The Jong flip of land inclofed by the two channels between Coilady and 
tJie place where the two ftreams flrft feparate, is called the ifland of 
Seringham, famous throughout Indoftan for the great pagoda from which 
it derives its name. This temple is fttuated about a mile from the 
weftern extremity of the ifland, at a fmall diftance from the bank of the 
Coleroon : it is com poled of feven fquare incloiure:;, one within the 
other, the walls of which are 25 feet high and four thick. Thefe in- 
clofures are 350 feet diftant from one another, and each has lour large 
gates, with a high tower ; which are placed, one in the m-hkhc of-uch 
lide of the incloiure, and oppofitc to the four cardinal points. The 
outward wall is near four miles in circumference, and its gateway to 
the fouth is ornamented with, pillars, feveral of which arc Angle ftoncs 
33 feet long, and nearly 5 in diameter; and thofe which form the roof 
are ftill larger : in the inmoft incloliirc are the chapels. About half a 
mile to the eaft of Seringham, and nearer to the Caveri than the Cole- 
roon is another large pagoda called Jembikifma : but this has 
only one incloiure. The extreme veneration in which Seringham is 
held, arifes from a belief that it contains that identical image of the 
god Wiftchnu, which ufed to he vvorihipped by the god Brama. Pil- 
grims from all parts of the peninfula come here to obtain abfulution, 
and none come without an offering of money; and a large part of 
the revenue of the ifland is allotted for the maintenance of the Bramins 
who inhabit the pagoda, and thefe, with their families formerly com- 
pofed a multitude, not lefs than 40,000 fouls, maintained without labour 
by the liberality of fupcrftition. Here, as in all the other great pagodas 
of India, the Bramins live in a fubordination which fullers no resiftance, 
and {lumber in a voluptuoufnefs which knows no wares; and, 
fenlible of the luppinds of their condition, they quit not the filence of 
their retreats to mingle in the tumults of the ftate ; nor point the brand, 
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flaming from the altar, ngainft the authority of the fovcreign, or the 
tranquillity of the government. This repofe was now doomed to be 
much difturbed, and the temple to endure iuch pollutions as it had never 
before been expofed to. 

The Englifh battalion took poifeflion of Pitchandah, a fortified 
pagoda fituated on the northern bank of the Coleroon, about a mile 
to the eaft of Seringham : the reft of the army encamped along the 
river nearer the pagoda. The camp was only acceflible by the high 
road ; for the reft of the ground was laid out in rice fields, which 
being at this feafon overflowed, formed a morals not to be palled by ca- 
valry : but the army foon found difficulties in getting provifions, which 
could now only be brought from the oppofitc fhore under the pro- 
tection of the guns of the camp, and it was feared that this diftrefs 
would be greatly encreafed by the enemy’s fending a ftrong detachment 
acr ,is tire rivet to -take pofleflion of the great pagoda. It was therefore 
rcfolved to prevent them, and orders were given for the whole army to 
crofs the river. 

The Coleroon, like all die other rivers on the coaft of Coromandel, 
is fubieCt to verv iiidden and unforefecn alterations, which depend on 
the rains that fall on the mountains of the Malabar coaft ; fo that in 
the (pace of twenty-four hours it often, from being fordable, becomes 
almoft imp'dlahlc even by boats ; and at this time it was fcarcely fordable, 
and very rapid. The ammunition and ftores were tran (ported before 
day-light in two large flat boats, kept by the government of Tritchano- 
poly to ferry over horles. The troops then followed with the field- 
pieces ; and the retreat was not difeovered by the enemy until the laft 
boat with four of the field pieces was palling. This ftuck upon a fand* # 
bank, and the enemy brought down their guns, and cannonaded it 
fo levcrely, that it was abandoned by the boatmen ; but the grena- 
diers, who formed the rear-guard brought it off, and the whole army 
palled without any other lofs than that of two or three tumbrils and one 
fmall iron gun belonging to the Nabob. 

The Englifh troops, as well as thole of the Nabob, entered the 
pagoda, and were admitted with great reluctance into three of the firft 
inclofures, which affording room much more than fufficient for their 
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1751* reception, they complied wit^ the earneft follicitations of the Bramins, 
imploring them to carry the Ktain of their pollutions no nearer the ha- 
bitation of the idol. It was evident this poll: might have been defended 
againft the enemy’s whole force, lince the cannon of Tritchanopoly and 
thofc in the pagoda were near enough to have kept the communication 
open : but the fpirit of retreat ftill fo ftrongly poffelfed the army, that they 
iufpedted the outward wall of Seringham to be in a ruinous condition, 
and thought the extent of it too great to be defended by fo fmall a force. 
Indeed the Englifh battalion was now reduced to 400 men, and the 
Nabob’s troops could not be depended on. It was therefore determined, 
as the laft refource, to take (belter under the walls of Tritchanopoly, 
and this refolution was put in execution two days after the army took 
poffeflion of Seringham. 

The city of Tritchanopoly lies about 90 miles inland from the coaft, 
and is fituated within 500 yards of the foutntm. .hank 
and about a mile and a half foutheaft from Seringham. It is a parallelo- 
gram, of which the eaft and weft fides extend near two miles, and 
the north and fouth about one. It has a double inclofure of walls, each of 
which are flanked by round towers built at equal diftances from one 
another: the outward wall is 18 feet high, and about 5 feet thick, 
without rampart or parapet: the inward is much ftrongcr, being 30 feet 
high, with a rampart of ftone decreafing by large fteps from the ground 
to the top, where it is 10 feet broad, and has a thin parapet of ftone 
about 7 feet high, in which are loop holes to fire through. There is 
an interval between the two walls of 25 feet, and before the outward 
a ditch 30 feet wide and 12 deep, unequally fupplied with water at diffe- 
rent feafons, but never quite dry. In the northern part of the city ftands 
a rock 150 feet high, from which the adjacent country is dilcovered 
for many miles round. 

The Englifh battalion encamped on the weft fide of the city clofe to 
the ditch, and the Nabob’s troops on the fouthern fide : captain Cope, 
with 100 of the Europeans fent thither in the beginning of the year, 
remained within the walls. 

Chunda-faheb and the French took poffeffion of Seringham foon 
after the Nabob’s army evacuated it •, and in the beginning of Auguft 
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they fent a ftrong detachment to attacK /v^uJady, a mud fort about 17 51. 
a mile to the eaft of the great bank "vhich terminates the ifland 
of Seringham, and the only poft dill held out for the 

Nabob. Captain Gingen, informed of this motion, detached 20 Eu- 
ropeans and 100 Sepoys, under the command of enfign Trufler, to 
reinforce the garrifon. This officer defended the fort very gallantly 
for feveral days, until it was fo (hattered as to be no longer tenable : 
he then received orders to draw off his men in the night ; and a 
detachment of 200 Europeans were fent to poft themfelves oppofite 
to the fort on the fouthern bank of the Caveri, in order to cover 
his retreat : but the Sepoys, inftead of paffing the river a few at a 
time, whilft the Europeans fired from the wall to amulc the enemy, 
threw themfelves precipitately into the water all together, every one 
preffing to get over to the covering party as faft as he could. Their 
outcries in ffiis diftrefs difeovered them to the enemy, who increafed it 
by firing upon them, and at the fame time prepared to affault the fort ; 
upon which the Europeans likewife plunged into the river, and throw- 
ing away their arms, with difficulty joined the covering party. This 
fuccefs determined Chunda-faheb to crofs the Caveri, and leaving a 
garrifon in Seringham, he encamped with the reft of his army to the 
eaft of Tritchanopoly. 

The prefidcncy of Fort St. David faw, with great anxiety, their efforts 
to fupport Mahomed-ally fruftrated, by the retreat of his army out of 
the Carnatic, where he now no longer poffefied a fingle diftridt : and 
Verdachellum, the only fort to the north of the Coleroon which acknow- 
ledged him, was inverted by the troops of a neighbouring polygar. 

The fhips from Europe having brought fome recruits, a detachment 
©f 80 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, with a large convoy of ftores, were 
fent from fort St. David in the middle of July to relieve it: this party 
was commanded by lieutenant Clive, who foon after the reduction of 
Devi Cotah, had reaffumed the mercantile fervice of the company in 
which he firft went to India, and now aded as commiffary of the 
army, which he had accompanied in the beginning of this campaign, 
until they began to retreat before the enemy at Vol-kondah. He 
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*75 furprized the Polygar’s troop: at midnight, who took flight at the firft 
fire, and the convoy enter'd Vcrdachellum without any lofs. From 
hence lie lent his dctachmcr.i through the country of Tanjore to rein- 
force the battalion at Tritchanopoly, which they joined without interrup- 
tion ; the French at this time not having crofled the Caveri. Mr. Clive 
him/elf returned from Verdachellum to Fort St. David, accompanied 
by 1 2 Sepoys, and as many fervants : in his way, he was furround- 
ed by the Polygar’s troops, who with matchlocks harrafled this little 
party fome hours, and killed feven of the Sepoys, and feveral of lus 
attendants. The ammunition of the reft being expended, he ordered 
them to difperfe, and laved himfelf by the lpeed of his horfe from a 
party of cavalry, who purfued him feveral miles. 

In the middle of Auguft the prefidency prepared to fend another rein- 
forcement to Tritchanopoly, where the difeontent which prevailed 
amongft the officers made it neceflary to remove feveral of them at a 
time when there were very few fit to fucceed to their polls : a captain’s 
commiflion was therefore given to Mr. Clive, who proceeded with a 
detachment into the country ol Tanjore, where he was joined by another 
from Devi-Cotah : the two parties, when united, confifted of only 100 Eu- 
ropeans, 50 Sepoys, with one final 1 field piece. The king of Tanjore, like 
all other Indian princes, cautious of declaring whilft the event remained 
doubtful, fullered both theEnglilh and French troops to march through 
his country to Tritchanopoly: and this being the only rout by which 
the Engliih from the lea-coaft could now gain the city, the fort of Devi- 
Cotah began to acquire an importance not forefeen when they took it. 
The French detached from Coilady 30 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, who 
came in fight of the Engliih party near the village of Condour, fituated 
ten miles to the north of Tanjore the high road led through the vil- 
lage, and both anxious to get poffeffion of it, entered it haftily at the 
fame time at different ends. A fkirmilh enfued, in which the French 
officer was defperately wounded, and 1 o of his Europeans were killed, 
on which the reft with the Sepoys took flight ; and the Engliih 
making a circuit of feveral miles to avoid the enemy’s camp, arrived 
lafe at the city. 


Notwitli 
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Notwithftanding thefe reinforcements, the Englidi battalion at Tritcha- ^ 1 7 5 r< 
nopoly did not exceed 600 men ; whereas the French had 900, and 
the troops of Chunda-faheb outnumbered, the Nabob’s ten to one. 

The ftrength of the city indeed rendered the redu&ion ol it very 
difficult; but the Nabob’s army, at the fame time that they were inca- 
pable of retrieving his affairs, exhauffed his treafurcs, and his revenues 
were daily cut off by the enemy taking poffeffion of the countries which 
furnifhed them. 

Captain Clive, on his return from Tritchanopoly in the beginning of 
Augud, reprefented this fituation of affairs to the prctidency, and propofed, 
as the only refource, to attack the poffeffions of Chunda-faheb in the 
territory of Arcot ; offering to lead the expedition himlelf, which he 
doubted not would caufe a diveriion of part of the enemy’s force from 
Tritchanopoly. Fort St. David and Madrais were left, the one with 
100, the other with lefs than 50 men, in order to fupply the greateft 
force that could be collected for this enterprise. The detachment, when 
compleated, ncverthelefs, confided of no more than 300 Sepoys and 
200 Europeans, with eight officers, fix of whom had never before been 
in action, and four of thefe fix were young men in the mercantile fcrvice 
of the company, who, inflamed by his example, took up the fword to 
follow him. This handful of men, with only three field pieces for 
their artillery, marched from Madrafs on the 26th of Augufl, and on 
the 29th arrived at Conjcvaram, a confiderable town with a large pa- 
goda, lying about 40 miles inland, where they received intelligence 
that the fort of Arcot was garritoned by 1 100 men ; on which captain. 

Clive wrote to Madraft, dciiring that two 1 8 pounders might be fent after 
him without delay. On the 31ft he halted within ic miles of Arcot, 
where the enemy’s fpies reported, that they had ditcovered the F.nglifh 
marching with unconcern through a violent dorm of thunder, lightning, 
and rain; and this circumdance, from their notions of omens, gave the 
garrifbn fo high an opinion of the fortitude of the approaching enemy, 
that they indantly abandoned the fort, and a few' hours after the Englilh 
entered the city, which had no walls or defences, and marching through 
j 00,000 ipedlators, who gazed on them with admiration and relpecf, 
took poffeffion of the fort, in which they found a large quantity of lead 
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1751. and gun-powder, with 8 pieces of cannon from 4 to 8 pounders. The 
— merchants had, for fecurity, depofited in the fort effeds to the value of 
50,000 pounds, but thele wCre pundlually report'd to the owners j and 
this judicious generality conciliated many of the principal inhabitants 
to the Englilh intcreft. The fort was inhabited by 3 or 4000 perfons, 
who, at their own requefl, were permitted to remain in their dwellings. 

Captain Clive made it his firft care to colled fuch provifions and ma- 
terials as might enable him to luftain a liege ; and knowing that the 
enemy would foon recover from their fright, and return into the town, if 
he confined himlelf to the tort, determined to go in quell: of them: and 
on the 4th of September marched out with the greateft part of his men 
and four field pieces : in the afternoon he dilcovered the fugitive gar- 
rilon, confifting of 600 horfe and 500 foot, drawn up near Timary, a 
fort fituated 6 miles ibuthweft of the city. They had a field piece, 
managed by two or three Europeans, from which they fired at a great 
diftance, and killed a camel and wounded a Sepoy : but as foon as they 
faw the Englilh within mufket ihot, retreated to the hills in their rear ; 
upon which the Englilh returned to the fort. 

The troops marched out again on the 6th, and found the enemy 
drawn up within gun-fhot of Timary in a grove, inclofed with a bank 
and a ditch ; about 50 yards in front of which was a large tank, fur- 
rounded likewile with a bank much higher than that of the grove ; but by 
age and negledl the tank itfelf was nlmoft choaked up and dry. Their 
number now appeared to be 2000, and they had two field pieces, which 
fired fmartly as the Englilh advanced, and killed three Europeans ; on 
which accident the line advanced more brilkly towards the enemy, who 
frightened by the vivacity of their approach, did not think themfelves 
fafe in the grove, but hurried with precipitation into the tank, and be- 
gan to fire from the banks, expoiing fo little of their bodies that the 
Englilh fire did no execution among!! them, whilft theirs wounded fe- 
veral of the Europeans and Sepoys. The troops were therefore ordered 
to move behind fome neighbouring buildings, from which enfign Glafs 
was foon after detached with a platoon of 40 men, to attack one fide 
of the tank, whilfi: another, under the command of lieutenant Bulkley, 
pulhed to attack the enemy in front. Both gained the banks and gave 
1 # their 



Book HE Hi st or v of the Carnatic. 189 

their fire at the fame inftant, amongft numbers crowded together in the 1751 
tank ; which immediately put them to flight. The troops then took 
pofleflion of the village under the walk of the fort, and fummoned 
the governor. Mcflages palled, during which his fpies difeovered that 
the Englifh had no battering cannon, which intelligence determined 
him not to furrender. Several Ihells were therefore thrown into the fort 
from a cohom mortar, which proving ineffectual, the troops marched 
back to Arcot, and the enemy’s cavalry hovered round them as they re- 
treated, but kept out of the reach of their fire. 

The garrifon remained in the fort 10 days, diligently employed in 
many neceflary works ; and the enemy, now augmented to 3000 men, 
imputed this intermiffion of their fallies to fear, and encamped within 
3 miles of the town, giving out that they intended to befiege the fort. 
Captain Clive determined to take advantage of their fecurity •, and on 
the 14th of, September, marched out, two hours after midnight, with 
the greateft part of the garrifon, who entering their camp by furprize, found 
them, as was expe&ed, alleep. The troops beat up the camp from one end 
to the other, firing continually on numbers taking flight on all fides with 
lhrieks and confufion : the terror was fo great that very few made ufe of 
their arms, and even thefc few, after a Angle difeharge made at random, 
mingled with the reft of the fugitives ; and when the day broke, none of 
them remained in fight. This fuccefs was obtained without the Ids 
of a man. 

The two 18 pounders, which had been demanded from Madrafs, 
were, with fome military ftores, on the road, efcorted only by a few 
Sepoys ; and the enemy, hoping to intercept them, lent a large detach- 
ment, which took pofleflion of the great pagoda of Conjevaram : 30 Eu- 
ropeans and 50 Sepoys, with a field piece, were font from the fort to 
dillodge them, and on their arrival found the pagoda abandoned j the 
enemy having retreated to a fort in the neighbourhood, where they were 
continually reinforced from the main body. Much depending on the 
fafe arrival of the convoy, captain Clive, referving only 30- Europeans 
and 50 Sepoys for the guard of the fort, lent alt the reft to cover 
it. On this the enemy changed their defign, and returned haflily 
to the city, in expectation that an aflault made on the fort during 
• * the 
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I. the absence of fo great a part of the garrifon, would encourage the inha- 
' bitants to rife; and in this confidence, their whole force, horfe and 
foot, advanced as foon as it was dark, and furrounded the fort. Their 
mu/ketry, from the adjacent houfes, kept a continual fire upon the 
ramparts ; and this attack producing no effedt, a large body of horfe 
and foot advanced promifcuoufiy to the principal gate, endeavouring 
by outcries, and the noife of their military tnufic, to confound the atten- 
tion of the garrifon, from whom they fuflained feveral difeharges of 
mufketry without quitting their ground. At lafl fome grenades were 
thrown amongft them, the explofion of which frightening the borfes, 
flung their cavalry into luch confufion that they galloped away, trampling 
over the foot : but within an hour they recovered their fpirits, and made 
fuch another attack at the other gate, where they were received and beat 
off as at the firft. Their infantry continued their fire until day-break, 
when the Englifh detachments, with the convoy, .entered the.town, upon 
which they abandoned it with precipitation. The inhabitants in the fort, 
fatisfied with the treatment they had received from the garrifon, be- 
trayed no fymptoms of infurredtion during the attack. 

The acquifition of the fort of Arcot foon produced the effedt which 
had been expedled from it. Chunda-faheb detached 4000 of his bed: 
troops, horfe and foot, from Tritchanopoly, who in their rout were join- 
ed by his fon Raja-faheb, with 150 Europeans from Pondicherry, 
and together with the troops already colledfcd in the neighbourhood of 
Arcot, entered the city on the 23d of September, and Raja-faheb fixed 
his head-quarters in the palace of the Nabob. 

Captain Clive finding himfelf on the point of being clofely befieged, 
determined to make one vigorous effort to drive the enemy out of the 
town, which, if it did not fucceed, might at lead produce the good 
effect of impreffing them with an opinion of the courage of his men. 
On the 2*4th at noon, the greateft part of the garrifon, with the four 
field pieces, faliied out of the north weft gate : this faced a ftreet, which, 
after continuing about feventy yards in a diredt line to the north, 
turned off to the eaft, and formed another ftreet, at the end of which 
oil the left hand was fituated the Nabob’s palace. This fronted another 
ftreet, which ftriking to the fouth, continued on the eaftern fide of the 
l fort. 
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fort. The Iquare interval between thefe three flreets and the northern 1751. 
wall of the fort was filled with buildings and inclofures. Captain Clive 
intending to place the enemy between two fires, ordered a platoon un- 
der the command of enfign Glafs to inarch up the fireet on the eaftern 
fide of the fort, which led up to the palace, and advanced himfelf with 
the main body along the north fireet. The French troops, with four 
field pieces, were drawn up at the end of the crofs fireet in front of the 
palace. Captain Clive’s party no fooner came in fight of them than a 
hot cannonade enfued in the crofs fireet, at the difiance of only 30 yards. 

The French in a few minutes, were driven from their guns, and ran 
into the palace ; but by this time the troops of Raja-faheb had taken pof- 
feffion of all the houfes in the fireet, and fecure under this cover, kept up 
a continual fire from their mufketry with fuch good aim, that 14 men, who 
pufhed to bring away the French guns were all either killed or wounded. 

There was 911 one fide ,of the fireet a large choultry : thefe arc buildings 
intended for the reception of travellers, covered and inclofed on three fides 
with walls, but open in front, where, inftead of a wall, the roof is fupported 
by pillars. Captain Clive, to preferve his men, relinquifhed the inten- 
tion of bringing off the enemy’s cannon, and ordered them to enter 
the choultry j from hence the artillery men flopping out and retreating 
into it immediately after they had performed the fervices allotted to each 
of them, continued to load and fire their field pieces until they had re- 
coiled into the north fireet. The troops then quitting the choultry, 
joined their guns and proceeded to the fort without meeting any farther 
moleftation. Enfign Glafs’s platoon returned at the fame time : thefe had 
encountered, and put to flight 3 or 400 of the enemy’s Sepoys, whom 
they found polled as an advanced guard in an inclofure adjoining to the 
fireet through which they intended to pafs to the palace ; where, by this 
interruption, they were prevented from arriving in time to render the fer- 
vice expe&cd from them. The garrifon fullered this day the lofs of 15. 
Europeans, who were either killed on the Ipot, or died afterwards of 
their wounds ; amongft them was lieutenant Trenwith, who- perceiving 
a Sepoy from a window taking aim at captain Clive, pulled him on 
one fide, upon which the Sepoy, changing his aim, Ihot lieutenant 
Trenwith through the body. Lieutenant Revel, the only artillery officer,. 

with. 
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jyrj' with 1 6 other me.;, was likewife di fabled. This {ally would be 

— ' condemned by the rules of war eftabliflied in Europe, for they for- 
bid the believed to run fuch a rilque, unlefs they are allured of greatly 
outmmibering the party they attack; but it is not reafonablc to drain the 
rules calculated for one fydem to the fervice of another differing fo 
widely i: am it, as the modes of war in Indoftan differ from thole in 
Europe. 

The next day Raja-faheb was joined by 2000 men from Veloor, 
commanded by Mortiz-ally in perlbn ; and took pofleffion of all the 
avenues leading to the fort, which feemed little capable of fudain- 
ing the impending fiege. Its extent was more than a mile in cir- 
cumference. The walls were in many places ruinous ; the rampart too 
narrow to admit the firing of artillery; the parapet low and {lightly 
built; feveral of the towers were decayed, and none of them capable 
of receiving more than one piece of cannon ; die ditch was in mod 
places fordable, in others dry, and in fome choaked up: there was 
between the foot of the walls and die ditch a fpacc about 10 feet 
broad, intended for a faudebray, but this had no parapet at the fcarp 
of the ditch. The fort had two gates, one to the north-wed, the other 
to the ead ; both of which were large piles of mafonry projecting 40 
feet beyond the walls, and the paflage from thefe gates was, indead 
of a draw-bridge, a large caufeway eroding the ditch. The garrifon 
had from their arrival employed themfelves indefatigably to remove and 
repair as many of thefe inconveniences and dcfeCts as the fmallnefs of 
their numbers could attend to. They had endeavoured to burn down 
ieveral of the neared houfes, but without fuccefs ; for thefe having no 
wood-work in their condrudtion, excepting the beams which fupported the 
ceiling, refided the blaze : of thefe houfes the enemy’s infantry took porf- 
feflion, and began to fire upon the ramparts, and wounded feveral of the 
garrifon before night, when they retired. At midnight, enfign Glafs, 
was fent with 10 men, and fome barrels of gun-powder, to blow up 
two of the houfes which mod annoyed the fort. This party were let 
down by ropes over the walls, and entering the houfes without being 
difeovered, made the explofion, but with lo little {kill that it did not 
produce the intended effect ; at their return the rope, by which en- 
fign 
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fign Glafs was getting into the fort, broke, and he was by the fall ren- t 7 r . 
dered incapable of farther duty; fo that, at the beginning of the iVge, 
the garrifon was deprived of the fervice of four of the eight officers who fit 
out on the expedition; for one was killed, two wounded, and rr.orh.r 
returned toMadrafs; and the troops fit for duty were diminifhed to 120 
Europeans and 200 Sepoys : thefe were bdieged bv 1 50 Europeans, 2000 
Sepoys, 3000 cavalry, and 5000 Pcans. 

The ftore of provifion in the fort was only mirk-lent to iupply the garrifon 
fixty days, which rendered it necefiary to fend away all the inhabitants, 
excepting a few artificers, and the enemy permitted them to pals through 
their guards without molcfhtion: amongit thofe who remained war. a 
mnfon, who had for many years been employed in the fort ; he gave 
information that there was an aquedudt under ground, known to very 
.few, but which, if difeovered by the enemy, would enable them to drain 
the only refivvoir of water in the fort : the man was rewarded fur this 
feafonablc intelligence, and employed to prevent the milchicf, by cheek- 
ing up a part of the aquedudt within the walls. For 14 days, the cncim, 
not yet furnifhed with battering cannon, carried on the liege by firing 
from the houfes with mnfketry, and a bombardment from four mortars. 

The bombardment did little damage, and to avoid the eifebt of th. run- 
ketry, none of the garrilbn were fufiered to appear on the ramparts, c\ - 
cepting die few immediately necefiary to prevent a furprize ; but notwlth* 

Hand ing this precaution, fever al were killed, and more wounded: ifirthe 
enemy, fecure in the houfes, and firing from rclding-places, to.-b ifih 
excellent aim, that they often hit a man when nothing but his head ap- 
peared above the parapet; and in this manner three ferjeams v.vm kl’fid, 
who at different times fingly accompanied captain Clive in vifuing the 
works. Mortiz-ally, a few days after his arrival, pretended :o he dif- 
fatisfied with Raja-faheb, and removed his troops to a dii.Vn nt part of 
the city, from whence he fent a meflenger, inviting the g sir ikon to make 
a fally on the quarters of Raja-faheb, in which he offered to afiift them 
witli his whole force. Capt. Clive mifirufted his profefitons, but confidcring 
the advantage of keeping luch a numberofthc enemy’s troops inaitive, pre- 
tended to approve of the propofafi and earned on for fcveral days a convi- 
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1751. pondence, until Mortiz-ally, fufpeding his feheme was detcfted, rejoined 
the army. 

On the 24th of O&ober, the French troops received from Pondi- 
cherry two 18 pounders, and feven pieces of fmaller calibre, and imme- 
diately opened a battery to the north-weft, which was fo well ferved,. 
that their very firft (hot demounted one of the 18 pounders in the fort, 
and the next entirely difabled it. The garrifon mounted the other 18 
pounder j and this, after a few fhot, was likewife demounted : after 
which it was employed only in fuch parts of the fort, where it was. 
not expofed to the enemy’s artillery. The three field pieces were like- 
wife cautioufly referved to repulfe the enemy when they fliould ftorm ; 
fo that their battery firing without much oppofition, in fix days beat 
down all the wall lying between two towers, and made a practicable breach, 
of fifty feet. In the mean time the garrifon were employed in making 
works to defend it : a trench was dug juft: under the rampart, and be- 
hind that at fome diftance another ; both of which were fcattered with 
crows feet, and behind them the wall of a houfe was pulled down to the 
heighth of a breaft-work ; from whencp a row of pallifadoes was carried, 
along on each fide of the two trenches, and continued up the rampart 
to the parapet. A field piece was planted on one of the towers 
which flanked the breach without, and two fmall pieces of cannon* 
on the flat roof of a houfe within the fort, oppofite to the entrance. 
In thefe employments, as indeed in all others, the officers contri- 
buted their labour equally with the common men ; and the enemy, 
informed- of thefe preparations to defend the breach, did not think it 
fafe to attack it before they had made another : they had by this 
time burit one of their 18 pounders, and removed the other, with- 
one nine pounder,, to a battery which, they eredted to the iouth— 
weft. 

The garrifon intending- to convince Raja-faheb that they were in a- 
condition to execute even labours not indifpenfibly neceflary, thickened 
the higheft tower of the ramparts,, and then raifed on the top of it a 
mound of earth to fuch a heighth as commanded the palace over the 
interjacent houfes.. On the top of this mound they hoifted a vaft piece 
©f cannon* fent, according to the tradition of the fort, from, Delhi, 

by 
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by Aureng-zebe, and faid to have been drawn by 1000 yoke of oxen. 175 1 
There were feveral ftonc balls belonging to it, each weighing 7 2 pounds. 

The cannon was laid on the mound, and loaded with 30 pounds of 
powder, • which was fired by a train carried to a confiderable difiance on 
the ground. The fiiot went through the palace, to the no fmall terror 
of Raja-faheb and his principal officers ; and as this was the only effedl 
intended, the cannon was fired only once in the day, at the time 
when the officers afiembled at the head-quarters : on the fourth day it 
burft. 

The enemy, as if they intended to retaliate this affront, filled up a 
large houfe which commanded the eaftern gate with earth well ramm’d 
down, and upon this bafe raifed a fquare mound of earth to fuch a 
heigh th as commanded not only the gate, but likewife every part within 
the fort : from hence they intended to fire on the rampart with mulketry 
and two finaH pieces of cannon. They were fuffered to go on with their 
work until they had compleated it, and mounted the cannon, when the 
garrifon began to fire from the referved 18 pounder, and in lefs than an 
hour the mound gave way and tumbled at once with 50 men ftationed 
on it, raoft of whom were either killed or difabled. 

Notwithftanding the numbers of the enemy’s guards which furround- 
ed the fort, the garrifon, by means of able fpies, carried on a conftant 
correfpondence with Madrafs and Fort St. David, where the company’s 
agents were very follicitous to relieve them, and having received fbme re* 
cruits fromEurope, formed a party of 1 ooEuropeans, who with 2 00 Sepoys, 
fet out from Madrafs under the command of lieutenant Innis. They had 
not advanced 30 miles in their way to Arcot, when they were furrounded 
in the town of Trivatore by 2000 of Raja-faheb ’s troops detached with 20 
Europeans and two field pieces from the city. The Englifh party hav- 
ing no cannon, were fo feverely annoyed by the enemy’s, that lieutenant 
Innis, as the only refource, made a pufli with all his Europeans to drive 
them from their guns. The attempt fucceeded, but not without a (harp 
conteft, in which 20 of the Englifh and two of their officers were killed, 
and a greater number wounded. This lofs deterred the reft from continuing 
their march, and they retreated to Ponomatey, a fort belonging to the 
company 1 5 miles weft of Madrafs. 
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1751 . On the 24th of October the enemy opened their battery to the fouth- 
weft : the part or the wall againft which they directed their fire was in a 
very ruinous condition, but it had the advantage of being much lefs expofed 
than any other to the fire from the houfes. The garrifon therefore kept 
up a contlunt fire of mulketry againfi the battery, and leveral times 
drove the enemy out of it, but the breach notwithftanding increafed 
every day. 

The retreat of lieutenant Innis left the garrifon little hopes of 
fuccour from the fetdements, but at this time their fpirits were raifed 
by the hopes of other refources. A body of 6000 Morattoes, un- 
der the command of Moraii-row, had lain for fome time encamped 
at the foot of the weftern mountains, about 30 miles from Arcot: they 
had been hired to aflift Mahomed-ally by die king of Myfore ; but the 
retreat of the Englifh, and the Nabob’s troops to Tritchanopoly, had 
been reprefented in the neighbouring countries fo much to their prejudice, 
that the Nabob’s affairs were thought to be defperate, and his allies 
were fufpeded of having little intention to fupport him; and from this per- 
fuaffon the Morattoes remained inactive. Captain Clive had found means 
to fend a meflenger to inform them of his fituation, and to requeft their 
approach to his relief ; the meflenger returning fafely to die fort, 
brought a letter from Morari-row, in which he faid that he would not 
delay a moment to fend a detachment of his troops to the affiftance of 
fuch brave men as the defenders of Arcot, whole behaviour had now 
firft convinced him that the Englilh could fight. 

Raja-faheb receiving intelligence of their intentions, lent a flag of truce 
on the 30th of October, with propofals for the furrenderef the fort. 
He offered honourable terms to the garrifon, and a large fum of money 
to captain Clive ; anti if his offers were not accepted, he threatened to 
ftorm the fort immediately, and put every man to the fword. 

Captain Clive, in his anfwcr, reflecting on the badnefs of Chunda- 
faheb’s caufe, treated Raja- faheb’s offers of money with contempt; and faid, 
that he had too good an opinion of his prudence to believe that he 
would attempt to ftorm, until he had got better foldiers than the 
rabble of which his army was computed. As foon as the meflenger 
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was dilpatched, the flag of truce was pulled down j but the enemy not 1751 
underftanding the rules of European war, numbers of them remained '-'■v* 
near the ditch parleying with the Sepoys, and perfuading them ta defert. 

The croud was feveral times warned to retire, hut continuing to dis- 
regard the injunction, were difperfed by a volley of fmall arms, which 
killed feveral of them. 

Lieutenant lnnis’s party, reinforced to the number of up Europeans, 
and with four field pieces, was now advancing under the command of 
Capt. Kirkpatrick ; and on the 9th of November a detachment o/Morat- 
toes arrived in the neighbourhood, and intercepted lbme ammunition going 
to the enemy. They likewiie attempted to enter the town ; but finding 
every ftreet and avenue barricaded, they contented themfelves with pbfh- 
dering and letting fire to fome houfes in thelkirts of it, after which they 
retreated. 

By this tape the enemy had, from their battery to the fouth-weft, 
made a breach much larger than that to the north-weft, % it extended 
near 30 yards ; but the ditch before it was full of water, and not fordable : 
and the garrilbn had counterworked this breach with the fame kinds of 
defences as the other. 

Raja-faheb, exafperated by the anfwer he had received to his lum- 
inous, and alarmed by the approach of the Morattoes, and the detach- 
ment from Madrafs, determined to ftorm the fort. In the evening a 
fpy brought intelligence of this to the garrilbn, and at midnight another 
came with a particular account of all the enemy’s difpofitions, and of the 
hour of attack, which was to begin at the dawn of day by the iignal of 
three bombs. Captain Clive, almoft exhaufted with fatigue, laid down 
to llcep, ordering himfelf to be awakened at the firft alarm. 

It was the 14th of November, and the feftivul which comme- 
morates the murder of the brothers Haflein and Jalfein happened to fall 
out at this time. This is celebrated by the Mahomedans of lndoftan 
with a kind of religious madnefs, fome ndting and others bewailing 
the cataftrophe of their faints with fo much energy, that feveral die of the 
exceffes they commit : they are likewife perfuaded, that who- 
ever falls in battle, againft unbelievers, during any of the days of 
this ceremony, fhall inftantly be tranflated into the higher paradife, 

without 
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without flopping at any of the intermediate purgatories. To the enthu- 
fiafin of fuperflition was added the more certain efficacy of inebriation ; 
for mofl of the troops, as is cuflomary during the agitations of this fefti- 
val, had eaten plentifully of bang, a plant which either ftupifies or 
excites the moft defperate excefles of rage. Thus prepared, as 
foon as the morning broke, the army of Raja-faheb advanced to the 
attack. Befides a multitude that came with ladders to every part of 
the walls that were acceffible, there appeared four principal divifions. 
Two of the divifions advanced to the two gates, and the other two were 
allotted to the breaches. 

Captain Clive awakened by the alarm, found his garrifbn at their 
pots, according to the difpofitions he had made. The parties who 
attacked the gates drove before them feveral elephants, who, with large 
plates of iron fixed to their foreheads, were intended to break them 
down; but the elephants, wounded by the mufketry, foon, turned, and 
trampled on Jthofe who efcorted them. The ditch before the breach to 
the north-weft was fordable ; and as many as the breach would admit, 
mounted it with a mad kind of intrepidity, whilft numbers came and 
fat down with great compofure in the faufle-braye under the tower where 
the field piece was planted, and waited here to relieve thofe who were 
employed in the attack : thefe paffed the breach, and fome of them 
even got over the firft trench before the defenders gave fire ; it fell 
heavily, and every fhot did execution : and a number of mufkets were 
loaded in readinefs, which thofe behind delivered to the firft rank as fall 
as they could difeharge them. The two pieces of cannon from the top 
of the houfe fired likewife on the aflailants, who in a few minutes 
abandoned the attack, when another body, and then another fucceed- 
ed, who were driven off in the fame manner : in the mean time mor- 
tars, with fhort fufees, which had been prepared and lodged on the ad- 
jacent rampart were thrown into the faufle-braye, and by their explofion 
drove the crowd, who had feated themfelves there, back again over the 
ditch. At the breach to the fouth-weft the enemy brought a raft, and 
feventy men embarked on it to crofs the ditch, which was flanked 
by two field pieces, one in each tower: the raft had almoft gained 
the faufle-braye, when captain Clive obferving that the- gunners fired 
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with bad aim, took the management of one of the field pieces himfelf, 1751 
and in three or four difcharges ftruck down twenty men, which flung the 
reft into fuch confufion that they overfet the raft, and tqmbled into the 
ditch j where fome of them were drowned, and the reft, intent only 
on their own prefervation, fwam back and left the raft behind. 

In thcfe different attacks the enemy continued the ftorm for an hour, 
when they relinquilhed all their attempts of annoyance at once, and 
employed themfelves earneftly in carrying off their dead. Amongft theft 
was the commander of their Sepoys, who- fell in the fauffe-braye of 
the northern breach : he had diftinguifhed himfelf with great bravery 
in the attack, and was fo much beloved by his troops, that one of 
them croffed the ditch and carried off his body, expofing himfelf 
during the attempt to the fire of 40 mufkets, from which he had the 
good fortune to efcape. It feemed as if the enemy expedted that the 
garrifon would permit -them to fulfil this duty to their friends j but: 
finding that they fuffered feverely in attempting it, drey at laft retreated 
and difappeared.. Their lofs during the ftorm was computed to be not 
lefs than 400 men killed and wounded, of which very few were Europe- 
ans, for moft of the French troops were obferved drawn up and looking on 
at a diftance. Of the defenders, only four Europeans were killed and two 
Sepoys wounded- Mafty of the garrifon being difabled by fickncls or 
wounds, the number which repulfed the ftorm was no more than 80 Eu- 
ropeans, officers included, and 120 Sepoys ; and thefe, betides ferving 
five pieces of cannon, fired 1 2000 mufket cartridges during the attack. 

Two hours after the enemy renewed their fire upon the fort, both 
with their cannon and with musketry from the houfes: at two in the 
afternoon they demanded leave to- bury their dead, which was granted, 
and a truce allowed until four : they then recommenced and continued 
their fire fmartly till two in the morning, when on a fudden it ceafed 
totally y and at day-break, intelligence was brought that the whole 
army had abandoned, the town with precipitation. Om receiving 
this joyful news, the garrifon. immediately marched into the enemy’s 
quarters, where they found four pieces of artillery, four, mortars, and a 
large quantity of ammunition, which they brought in triumph into 
the fort. During the time that the garrifojn were lhut up in the fort, 
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1751. 45 Europeans and 30 Sepoys were killed, and a greater number of 
-'"''"'-“'both wounded, moil of whom differed by the enemy’s musketry from 
the lioufes. 

Thus ended this liege, maintained 50 days, under every difadvantage 
of fituation and force, by a handful of men in their fir ft campaign, with 
a fpirit worthy of the molt veteran troops ; and conduced by their young 
commander with indefatigable activity, unlhakcn conflancy, and un- 
daunted courage : and notwithftanding he had at this time neither read ■ 
books, or convcrfcd with men capable of giving him much inftrudtion 
in the military art j all the refources which he employed in the defence 
of Arcot, were fuch as are dictated by the bed matters in the idence 
of war. 

In the evening the detachment with captain Kirkpatrick entered the 
town, which the army of Raja-faheb no fooner quitted than all the 
troops, fent to his abidance by different chiefs, returned to their homes, 
and there remained with him only thofe which had been detached by his 
father from Tritcha nopoly. With thefe and the French he retired to Vc- 
loor, and pitching his camp ciofc to the eadern fide of the town, fortified 
it with drong entrenchments. Captain Clive leaving captain Kirk- 
patrick with a garrifon in the fort, took the field on the 1 9th of No- 
vember, with 200 Europeans, 700 Sepoys, and three field pieces, 
and marched to Timary, which the governor now furrendered on the 
fird fummons : a fmall garrifon was left in this place, and the army re- 
turned and encamped near the weftern fide of the city, waiting to be 
joined by the Morattocs. Of thefe, 5000 horfe, with Morari-row at 
their head, had proceeded to the fouthward, and 1000 under the com- 
mand of Bofin-row, a nephew of Morari-row, remained to afiid cap- 
tain Clive ; but they, indead of joining him immediately, employed them- 
lelves fome days in plundering the country. As they lay encamped with 
great negligence within a Ihort march of Veloor, the French troops with 
Raja-faheb attacked them with fuccefs in the night, killed 40 or 50 of 
their horfes, and plundered their camp. After this defeat they came to the 
Englifli camp, and intreated captain Clive to march to the place where 
they had differed, in hopes of recovering their lofs. Their requed was 
complied with to keep them in temper, but nothing was recovered, for the 
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enemy had canied off and fecured the booty. At this time intelligence i 
was received that a party of Europeans from Pondicherry were ap- v — 
proaching towards Arnie, a ftrong fort fituated about 20 miles to the 
fouth of Arcotj on which captain Clive requefted Bofin-row to ac- 
company him with his troops to intercept them before they joined 
Raja-faheb. The Morattoe feeing no probability of acquiring plunder, 
refufed his affiftance, and the Englilh marched without him ; but hear- 
ing that the French party had retreated to Chittapet, returned to their 
ftation near Arcot. Two or three days after, Raja-faheb quitted his 
encampment near Veloor, and in the night, made a forced march to 
Arnie, where he was joined by the party from Chittapet. The Morat- 
toes (till continued unwilling to accompany the Englifh in queft of the 
enemy ; but, hearing from their fpies, that their reinforcement had 
brought a large fum of money for Raja-faheb, Bafin-row exprefled 
as much eagernefs to march again (l him as he had hitherto fhewn 
reluctance. The troops immediately moved j but the Morattoe was 
not able to affemble more than 600 of his horfemen, the reft being 
employed in their ufual excurfions. The next afternoon, by a forced 
march of 20 miles, the army came in fight of the enemy, juft as they 
were preparing to crofs the river which runs to the north of Arnie, who 
encouraged by the fuperiority of their force, which confifted of 300 
Europeans, 2000 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys, with four field pieces, im- 
mediately formed, and returned to meet them. Captain Clive halted to 
receive them in an advantageous poft : the Morattoes were ftationed in a 
grove of palm trees to the left ; the Sepoys in a village to the right ; and 
the Europeans, with the field pieces in the center, in an open ground, 
which extended about three hundred yards between the grove and the vil- 
lage ; in the front were rice fields, which at this time of the year were very 
fwampy, and the approach of the enemy’s cannon would have been im- 
practicable, Had there not been a caufeway leading to the village oh the 
right. The French troops, with about 1 500 Sepoys, and their artillery, 
marched along the caufeway j and the horfe, amongft Which the reft of 
the Sepoys were interfperfed, moved in a feparate body to the left, and 
attacked the Morattoes in the grove Come time before the other wing ' 
was engaged ahy other way than by cannonading at a diftance. The 

JD d Morittoes 



202 


Book III. 


The War op Coromandel. 

i 751. Morattocs fought in a manner peculiar to themfelves: their cavalry 
were armed with fabres, and every horfeman was clofely accompanied 
by a man on foot, armed with a fword and a large club, and fome in- 
ftead of a club carried a fhort ftrong fpear : if a horfe was killed and the 
rider remained unhurt, he immediately began to a£t on foot ; and if the 
rider fell, and the horfe efcaped, he was immediately mounted, and 
preffed on again to the charge by the firfb footman who could feize him. 
Notwithstanding the difference of numbers, and the advantage of the 
enemy’s difpofition, they behaved with great fpirit, and made five luc- 
re (live charges, in every one of which they were rcpulfed by the fire of 
the enemy's Sepoys. In the mean time the other wing advanced towards 
the village, and found their line of march along the caufeway fo much 
galled and infiladed by the Englifh field pieces, that all but the artillery- 
men, with the cannon and two or three platoons to fupport them, quitted 
the caufeway and formed in the rice fields an extenfive front, which reach- 
ed almoft to the grove, where their cavalry was engaged, who imagined 
that this motion was made to reinforce them. Upon this change in their 
difpofition, two field pieces were fcnt to fupport the Morattoes, and 
the Sepoys, with two platoons of Europeans, were ordered to fally from 
the village and attack the enemy’s artillery. This unexpefted motion ter- 
rified thofe who remained to defend the cannon, fo much that they imme- 
diately began to draw them off and retreat. Their example was follow- 
ed by the Sepdys in the rice fields, and the retreat of thefe immediately 
dispirited the horfe and foot fighting at the grove, who had fuffered 
from the two field pieces; and this whole wing gave way and retreated 
likewife, purfued by the Morattoes. Capt.Clive,with his infantry and field 
pieces, advanced along the caufeway in purfuit of the enemy, who made a 
(land at three different choultreys in their rout, but were beat out of each 
of them, when night coming on, the purfuit ceafed. About 50 of 
the French, and 150 of the enemy’s cavalry and Sepoys were either 
killed or wounded in the a&ion. The Englifh loft no European, and 
only eight Sepoys ; but of the Morattoes about fifty were either killed or 
difabled. 

Raja-faheb continuing his retreat, crofted the river, and entered the 

town of Arnie : which at midnight they quitted in great diforder, in- 
tending 
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tending to make the beft of their way to Gingee; and the next morning 1751. 
the Englifh entered the town, in which they found many tents, and a 
large quantity of baggage. The Morattoes fet out in purfuit of the 
enemy, and, before night, returned with 400 horles, and Raja- 
faheb’s military cheft, in which they found 100,000 rupees. A 
great number of the enemy’s Sepoys came and offered their 
fervice to captain Clive, who inlifled as many as brought good 
arms } and thefe amounted to 600. Receiving intelligence from them, 
that Raja-faheb had depofited fome valuable effe&s in the fort of 
Arnie, he fummoned the governor to deliver them up, together with 
his fort. After feme altercations, the man fent out an elephant 
and 1 5 horfes, with a great quantity of baggage, and agreed to take 
the oath of fealty to Mahomed-ally, but refulcd to furrender his fort, 
which the army, having no battering cannon, was not in a condition 
to attack. „ 

The French, during the liege of Arcot, had again taken pofleffion 
of the great pagoda of Conjevaram, and placed in it a garrifon of 
30 EurtMeans and 300 Sepoys, who from hence interrupted the com* 
municatftn between Arcot and Madrafs, and had furprized a party 
of difaWsd men, returning from the fiege. Amongft thefe were 
the officers Revel and Glafs, to whom the French gave quarter after 
they had murdered five or fix Europeans as they lay in their litters with- 
out arms, and incapable of making refiftance. Captain Clive de- 
termined to avail himfelf of the difperfion of Raja-faheb’s forces to reduce 
Conjevaram : and two or three days after his vidtory, marched thither at 
the head of his own force : for Bafin-row, in obedience to orders which 
he had received from his uncle, proceeded wtih the Morattoes from 
Arnie to Tritchanopoly. The French officer at Conjevaram was fum- 
moned to furrender j and none of the garrifon undemanding the Eng- 
liih language, he ordered his prifoners, Revel and Glafs, to write a 
letter, and acquaint captain Clive, that he intended to expofe them 
on the walls, if the pagoda was attacked. They wrote this, but 
added, that they hoped no regard to their fafety would induce him 
to difeontinue his operations again!! the place. The army waited fome 
days for two 1 8 pounders, which were coming from Madrafs j and 
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r. as Toon as they arrived began to batter in breach at the diftance of 
— ' 200 yards : the enemy had no cannon, but fired very fmartly with 
their mulketry, which killed feveral men at the battery, and lieutenant 
Bulkley, rcconnoitering the pagoda over a garden-wall in company with 
captain Clive, was ihot through the head clofe by his fide. The walls 
refitted three days before a breach began to appear, when the garrifon, 
confcious of their demerits, and dreading the juft refen tment of the 
Englifh, abandoned the pagoda in] the night, but left behind the two 
prifoners. After ruining the defences of Conjevaram, captain Clive 
lent 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys to Arcot, and returned in the 
middle of Decetnber with the reft to Madrafs j from whence he went 
to Fort St. David, to give an account of his campaign to the pre- 
fidency. 

During thefe fucceffes in the province of Arcot, Chunda-faheb 
beleaguered Tritchanopoly. The French battalion fixed, their quar- 
ters at a village called Chuckley-pollam, on the foutbern bank of the 
Caveri, about two miles and a half from the eaft fide of the town. 
The troops of Chunda-faheb, for the convenience of water, encamped 
likewife along the bank of the river, and to the eaftward of Chuckley- 
pollam, which poft fecured one of the flanks of their camp, and at the 
Other extremity of it, three miles diftant, they raifed a redoubt, on which 
thq? mounted two pieces of cannon. The French, on whom the ope- 
rations of the fiege principally depended, fent to their fettlement of Ka- 
rical for a train of battering artillery, and in the beginning of September 
they raifed their principal battery a little to the fouth of the north-eaft 
angle of the town, and at the diftance of 1200 yards from the walls. 
To fave the fatigue of carrying on trenches between this poft and the 
camp, they afterwards made the battery a regular redoubt, by inclofing 
it on both flanks and in the rear with a parapet and a deep ditch j here 
they mounted three 1 8 pounders, and three mortars, which were defend- 
ed by a conftant guard of 100 Europeans and 400 Sepoys. They like- 
wife mounted two 18 pounders on a rock, which has ever fincc obtain- 
ed the name of the French rock, and is lituated about 2000 yards direct- 
ly eaft from the fouth-caft’ angle of the town j they alfo raifed a battery 
of two guns on the ifland of Seringham, from which they fired acrofs 
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the Caveri at the northern gate of the city, to interrupt the com- 1751. 
munication of the inhabitants with the river ; thefe guns, as well 
as thofe on the French rock, were at too great a diftance to make 
any impreflion on the walls. By thefe works alone they hoped to 
reduce the city ; the inefficiency of them foon railed in the Englifli 
battalion a contempt of their courage and military abilities, and it was 
now that they began to be alhamed of having retreated before fuch an 
enemy ; and judging, as ufual, from events, to blame their commander 
for an excefs of caution in his retreat, of which their own panicks had 
been the principal caufe : for captain G ingen was undoubtedly a man 
of courage, and had feen much 1 'ervice in Europe ; but having had no 
experience again ft an Indian army, fell into the error of imagining that 
the cavalry of Chunda-faheb would a£t with all the vigour of which 
their number and appearance feemed capable. His prudence, if im- 
proper belpre, became abfolutely neceffary now, as the French had 
taken pofleffion of polls in which they could do no harm to the town, 
but from which they could not be driven without great lofs : he there- 
fore determined to preferve his men, whilft the enemy fatigued their 
troops and exhaufted their ammunition to no purpofe : and in this in- 
tention kept the grcateft part of the battalion and Sepoys encamped clofe 
to the weftern fide of the town, where they were out of the reach of 
annoyance. 

To fave that part of the wall againft which the enemy’s principal 
battery fired, a glacis was raifcd to fuch a height as left nothing but the 
parapet expofed ; and the grenadiers, commanded by captain Dalton, 
were polled behind this glacis : an entrenchment was flung up between 
the French rock and the fouth-eaft angle of the town, in which the 
company of Coffres were polled, to protect from furprizes the Nabob’s 
cavalry encamped to the fouth ; and to oppofe the enemy’s battery in 
the illand, two guns were mounted clofe to the fouthern bank of the 
river. 

To infilade thefe, the French mounted two guns on the fame flde of 
the river; but were one night driven from this poll by captain Dalton : 
they, a few days after, furprized the Englilh entrenchment oppolite 
to the French rock, and carried off die captain and nine Coffres ; and 

thefe 
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1751* thefe two were the only enterprizes made on either fide during the month 
of Odobcr. The enemy’s batteries indeed fired conftantly and fmartly 
every day, and damaged fome houfes, but made no impreflion on the 
defences of the town ; they fupplied die defenders with a great 
number of cannon-balls, all of which had the EngliCh mark, being the 
fame that the fhips had fired againft Pondicherry, with as little effed as 
they were now thrown away againft Tritchanopoly. 

But although little was to be feared from the efforts of an enemy who 
feeined ignorant of the firft principles of a regular attack, yet every 
thing was to be apprehended from the poverty to which the Nabob was 
reduced. His troops threatened to defert : the expences of the Englifh 
battalion, which ufed to be furnifhed from his treafury, began to be 
defrayed by that of Fort St. David, and he had no reafon to believe that 
they would continue to fupport him any longer than there was a 
probability of extricating him out of his diftrefles ■, and thefe* he forefaw 
would increafe every day, unlefs he could obtain an army equal to that 
of Chunda-faheb, whofe fuperiority had hitherto deterred the Englifh 
troops from making any vigorous efforts. 

The only prince in the peninfula from whofe fituation, power, and 
inclination, the Nabob could exped the affiftance which he ftood fo 
much in need of, was the king of Myfore. The territory of this In- 
dian prince is bounded to the eaft by the fouthern part of the Carnatic, 
and the kingdom of Tritchanopoly ; and to the weft it extends, in fome 
parts, within 30 miles of the fea-coaft of Malabar. His annual revenue 
is computed at 20,000000 of rupees ; and the whole nation bore a mor- 
tal hatred to Chunda-faheb, who, during the time that he governed 
Tritchanpooly, formed a defign of conquering the country, and befieged 
for feveral months Carour, the ftrongeft of their frontier towns to the 
eaft ward. The king of Myfore being an infant, the government was ad- 
miniftered by his uncle, who aded with unlimited power : to this regent, 
called in the country, the Dallaway of Myfore, Mahomed-ally applied for 
afliftance and finding that the dread of Chunda-faheb’s fiiccelfes was 
not alone a fufficicnt motive to induce him to take up arms, he agreed to 
all the terms which the Myforean demanded, and thefe were very ex- 
orbitant. The Nabob ratified the treaty by his oath, and the Daf- 
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laway fet about a flirting him with efficacy. In confluence of this ne- 1751 
gociation, a party of 70 horfemen arrived at Tritchanopoly in the be- 
ginning of October from Seringapatnam, the capital of Myfore. • They 
brought five hundred thoufand rupees : great relpeft was fhewn to their 
officer} and the day after his arrival a fldrmifti happened, which, 
though inconfiderable, gave him a favourable opinion of the Nabob’s 
European allies. A platoon, with two or three companies of Sepoys, were 
fent to cut down wood at a grove fituated about a mile and a half fouth- 
eaft from the city. The enemy having intelligence of this detachment, 
fent a large body of cavalry to cut off their retreat : their march being dis- 
covered from the rock in the city, the grenadiers, with fome Sepoys, and 
one field piece, were fent to fupport the firft party, and the troop of Myfo- 
reans accompanied them. Captain Dalton meeting the wood-carts loaded, 
ordered them to proceed to the town by a diftant road, and forming the two 
parties into pne column, with the field piece in front, marched towards 
the enemy, inftead of returning dire&ly to the city. He firft met the 
French dragoons, who halted on a fmall eminence to reconnoitre, and 
waited there until they received the fire of a platoon, on which they retreat- 
ed to bring up the body of Chunda-faheb’s cavalry, who remained at 
fome diftance in the rear. Thefe came up fome time after at full fpeed, 
flouriihing their fwords, and made a halt within point blank fhot, 
to draw the fire of the Englifh troops before they charged} but cap- 
tain Dalton ordered his men to preferve it, and wait with fixed bayo- 
nets in clofe order. The field piece alone was fired, and the firft 
fhot difmounted three Moors, and a few more difeharges put the 
whole body to flight. They left 22 horfes killed on the plain, and the 
Myforeans took five prifoners, together with their horfes } which at their 
return, a few days after, they carried in a kind of triumph to their own 


country. 

The French continued to bombard the town without any change in 
their pofition } and in the latter end of November the king of Myfore's 


army began to affemble at Carour, fituated about 50 miles from Tritcha- 
nopoly, and clofe to the bank of the Coleroon } he likewife took into 
his pay 6000 Morattoes, under the command of Morari-row, often 
jiioned in this hiftory : 1000 of them were fent to fecond the efforts 
4 of 
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1751, of captain Clive in the Arcot province ; and in the beginning of Decern- 

v ^ber, 500 under the command of Innis-Khan, a brave and aitive officer, 
came to Tritchanopoly. The day after their arrival, they went boldly 
to reconnoitre the plain, where none of the Nabob’s difpirited cavalry 
had ever ventured to fhew themfelves, and finding a fmall detached 
camp of about 200 horfe, which had lain four months unmolefted near 
the French rock j they rode into it fword in hand, and brought off every 
thing they found with the greateft compofure, fhewing no fear at 
the fwarms of Chunda-fahebl cavalry, who mounted and marched to- 
wards them from their great camp. 

After thin exploit, the Morattoes went out feveral days fuc- 
ceffively to reconnoitre j and Innis-Khan having obferved that the 
French dragoons were much more alert than any of Chunda-fa- 
heb’s cavalry, mounting and advancing on every alarm, he form- 
ed the defign of drawing them into an ambufeade - } and having 
communicated his plan to captain Gingen, a party of Europeans, 
with two field pieces, were detached before day, who entering a 
large and deep water-courfe, which runs acrofs the plain to the 
fouth of the city, concealed themfelves in it, within 400 yards of 
the French rock, and at the fame time Innis Khan, with 300 horfe- 
men, marched out from his encampment on the weft fide of the 
town. The furface of the plain round Tritchanopoly is very uneven, 
and full of hojcw'ways. The Morattoe taking a large circuit, placed 
his men in a hollow, where, when demounted, they could not be per- 
ceived dither from the French rock or that in the dty. Every 
thing remained quiet in both camps until noon, when 40 Morattoes, 
mounted on the beft horfes, fet out from the camp, and keeping out of 
cannon-fhot of the French rock, proceeded to the eaftward of it, and 
then galloped fword in hand dire&ly to the enemy’s camp, where they 
made no fmall hurry and confufion, either cutting down or driving all 
the foragers they met quite up to the tents. This provoking the French, 
60 dragoons fallied, and were followed flowly by 400 of Chunda-faheb’s 
cavalry. The Morattoes retreated flowly before them, halting as they 
halted, but always keeping at the diftance of mufleet-fhot from theiftg ► 
• nd in this manner they led the enemy as far as the French rock, w|f 
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Mr. Pilchard, a brave officer, exafperated at the repeated defiances of fuch 1751 
a handful of men, formed his troop, and leaving the Moorilh cavalry, 
let out in purfuit of them at full fpeed. They now flew before the dra- 
goons, until they had led them infenfibly out of the reach of the French 
artillery on the rock, and beyond their own party in ambulcade ; when 
thefe mounting in an inftant, Tallied from the hollow way, and charged 
the dragoons impetuoufly in the rear, whilft the flying party wheeling, 
attacked them with equal fury in front. The a&ion was over in an 
inftant the French had only time to difcharge a few piftols, and were 
all cut to pieces, excepting 10, who had not been able to keep up 
with the reft. The detachment of Chunda-faheb’s cavalry, either from 
cowardice, or fufpicion of the ftratagem, never ftirred from the rock ; 
but the officer who commanded in that poll detached too men to fuccour 
his unfortunate friends. Lieutenant Trailer polled in the entrench- 
ment oppofite the rock, . feeing them march, and not knowing the fuc- 
cefs of the Morattoes, immediately advanced with the company of 
Coffrees to oblige the party to return, who finding all loft on the plain, 
haftened back and faved the rock, which Trailer was on the point of 
carrying. The fuccefs of this ambufcade difpirited the enemy fo much, 
that they fuffered their dead to lay on the plain without venturing out 
to bury them ; and when, two days after, the Englifh went to per- 
form this charitable office, they found the bodies devoured by the 
jackals. f ^ 

The Morattoes, on the other hand, were lb much elevated, and 
conceived lb defpicable an opinion of the enemy, that they prclfed their 
allies to march out and offer them battle : promifing, that if the Englilh 
battalion would engage the French, they would take care that it Ihould 
not be in the leaft incommoded by Chunda-faheb’s cavalry, although 
thefe were 12,000, and they themfelves only 500. The real’onable ob- 
jections made to this hardy propofal fatisfied them, until the arrival of Ba- 
fin-row with his body of 1000 men from the Arcot country j when think- 
ing that this reinforcement rendered them a full match for the enemy, they 
afpired at the glory of finifhing the war themfelves, and became more and 
more follicitons for a general engagement, . in which they promifed to 
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1751. charge the French battalion on both flanks : finding that the Engiifh 
foil declined to put any thing to a rifque until the arrival of the Myfore 
army, and of a reinforcement expe&ed from Fort St. David ; they did 
not lcruple to tell them, that they were not the fame kind of men as 
thofe they had feen fighting fo gallantly under captain Clive. 

In the mean time the army of Myfore, with 4000 Morattoes under 
Morati-row, had aflembled on the frontier of Carour j and the regent, 
after many delays, atlaft yielded to the prefling follicitations of the Na- 
bob, and prepared to march to Tritchanopoly ; when the enemy having 
intelligence of his intention, ventured to detacli a ftrong party of Eu- 
ropeans, cavalry and Sepoys, to the village of Kiftnavaram, fituated 30 
miles to the weft of the city in the high road to Myfore: they found the 
place, although fortified, without a garrifon ; and as foon as they were 
in pofleffion of it, began to improve the defences, fpreading a report, 
that if the Myforeans offered to move, they would attach them, and 
afterwards pillage their country. This flopped the regent’s march, and 
he wrote to the Nabob defiring that a ftrong party of Europeans might 
be fent to his afiiftance without delay, as he was utterly ignorant of the 
manner in which he ought to conduit himfelf againft white men who 
fought with mufketry and cannon. 

.Lieutenant Truller was detached on this fervice with 40 Europeans and 
100 Sepoys; but it foon appearing that this force was infufticient, cap- 
tain Cope proceeded with 100 more Europeans and 2 fmall field pieces. 
He was inftrudted to diflodge the enemy at all events, and found them 
pofted in a much ftronger fituation than he expected. The village 
was inclofed by a mud wall, flanked by round towers, and in the 
center of it was a fort : the northern fide was clofe to the bank of 
the Coleroon, and the other fides were furrounded by a deep morafs, 
paffab]e only in one part to the weftward ; to defend which, the 
French had flung up on an eminence an entrenchment at the diftance 
of gun-fhot from the village. Captain Cope encamped to the weft of 
this eminence, which he intended to attack before day-break, but by 
fome miftake the troops were not ready before the fun was rifen, by which 
time the enemy had reinforced the poft, and had lined feveral banks 
1 and 
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and water-courfes leading to it with Sepoys: he neverthelefs perfifted in 1751. 
his intention } but the forlorn-hope coming to a bank which flickered ' * 

them from the enemy’s fire, could not be prevailed on to advance beyond 
it, and this example was followed by the reft. Lieutenant Felix, re- 
ceived a (hot through the body, as he ftood encouraging them on the 
top of the bank ; and foon after, captain Cope, returning with a platoon 
from the referve, was mortally wounded : on which difafters the whole 
party retreated to their camp in diforder. 

Captain Dalton was Tent from Tritchanopoly to take the command, 1 752. 
and found the detachment joined by the van of the Mylbre army ; and 
two days after the regent himfelf came up with the reft : the whole con- 
fifted of 12000 horfe and 8000 foot, including the Morattoes. He im- 
mediately defired a conference with captain Dalton, whom he received 
with great politenefs, admiring, not without aftonilhment, the martial 
appearance and regularity of the Englifh troops ; and forming naturally 
the fame high opinion of the French, he declared, that he fliould 
neither expofc his men nor lofe time in attacking them, but proceed at 
midnight with half the army directly to Tritchanopoly by another road 
at fome diftance on the plain, leaving the reft with captain Dalton, whom 
he requefted to divert the enemy’s attention by a falle attack until he was 
out of the reach of danger : and, not content with thefe precautions, he 
defired that fome Europeans might accompany him as a fafeguard to his 
perfon. Thefe difpofitions anfwering the purpofe for which the detach- 
ment was fent, captain Dalton encouraged him in his refolution, and at 
midnight began to fkirmifh againft the enemy’s. poll s, which he kept 
alarmed until morning, by which time the rear of the regent’s divifion 
was out of fight. This fcrvice proved to be much more neeeflary than 
it firft appeared to be: for fuch was the military ignorance of the My- 
foreans, that they were difeovered in the night palling acrofs the plain 
with ten thoufand lights, as if they had been marching in the proceftion 
of an Indian wedding. 

The next day the reft of their army fet off, defiring captain Dalton to ‘ 
remain before the village until they were out of fight, and promifed 
to halt and wait for him ; but they were no fooner out of danger than 
they hurried away to join the regent. Some hours after, the Engl if Ii de- 
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1752. tachment decamped, and paffing by Kidnavaram without moleftation 
from the garrifon, returned to Tritchanopoly, where they arrived on the 
6th of February, and the French foon after recalled their detachment. 

The junction of the Myforeans determined the king of Tanjore to 
declare for the Nabob ; and foon after their arrival he fent to Tritcha- 
nopoly 3000 horfe and 2000 foot, under the command of his general 
Monack-jee. The Polygar Tondeman, whofe country lies between 
Tanjore and Madura likewife fent 400 horfe and 3000 Collcrics : thefe 
are a people altnod favage, who, under feveral petty chiefs, inhabit the 
woods between Tritchanopoly and Cape Comarin ; their name in their 
own language fignifies Thieves, and judly deferibes their chara&er : their 
weapon is a pike 1 8 feet long, with which they creep along the ground, 
and ufe it with great addrefs in ambufeades ; but the principal fervice 
they render to an army is, by dealing or killing the horfes of the ene- 
my’s camp. Thus the force of Mahomed-ally became on a fudden fu- 
perior to that of Chunda-faheb ; for the troops of his allies joined to 
his own, formed a body of 20,000 cavalry, 6000 of which were Mo- 
rattoes, and of 20,000 infantry. The army of Chunda-faheb had likewile, 
fincc their arrival before Tritchanopoly, been augmented to 1 5,000 horfe 
and 20,000 foot, by the junction of 3000 horfe commanded by Allum- 
JChan, the governor of Madura, and of 4000 Peans and Colleries be- 
longing to the Polygar, Morawa, whofe country lies to the fouth of the 
kingdom of Tanjore. The king of My fore, impatient to be put in pof- 
feflion of the places which Mahomed-ally had agreed to make in re- 
turn for his aflidance, prdfed the Englifh battalion to make a ge- 
neral attack on the enemy with the whole army, and Morari-row, 
the Morattoe, leconded him very drongly in this propofal j but cap- 
tain Gingen knowing that thefe Indian troops were capable of render- 
ing very little fervice againd fortified pods defended by Europeans, and 
confidering that if the Englifh battalion, on whom the brunt would lay, 
fhould fuder feverely in thefe attacks, fuch a lofs would be irreparable, he 
determined to wait until he was reinforced by a body of Europeans, which 
were preparing to take the field in the province of Arcot. 

Here the fcattered troops of Raja-faheb no fooner law the Englifh 
retire to their garrifons, after the taking of Conjevaram, than they re- 
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affembled and moved, in the beginning of January, down to the fea- 1752. 
coaft, carrying their ravages into the company’s territory of Ponomalee, 
where they burnt fevfcral villages, and plundered the country houfes built 
by the Englifh at the foot of St. Thomas’s mount : after thefe hoflilities, 
they returned to Conjevaram, and having repaired the damages the pa- 
goda had fuftained from the Englifh, they garrifoncd it with 300 Sepoys, 
and then kept the field between this place and the fort of Ponomalee, 
which they fometimes threatened to attack. The violences they com- 
mitted, and the contributions they levied, impaired the Nabob’s as well 
as the Company’s revenues fo much, that the prefidency determined to 
make an effort, with all the force they could aflemble, to reduce this 
enemy before they fent a reinforcement to Tritchanopoly. Captain Clive 
appointed to the command, returned in the beginning of February to 
Madrafs, where, whilft he was employed in levying Sepoys, a detach- 
ment of 100 'Europeans arrived from Bengal: with thefe, and 80 more 
from the garrifon of Madrafs, he took the field the 2d of February, 
and was the fame day joined by 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys from 
the garrifbn of Arcot. His whole force united confifled of 380 Eu- 
ropeans, 1 ?<>o Sepoys, with 6 field pieces: the enemy were 25oohorfe, 

2000 Sepo;, and 400 Europeans, with a large train of artillery : 
and, notwit hitanding this fuperiority, they no fooner heard of the 
preparations that the Englifh were making to attack them, than 
they fortified thcmfelves ftrongly in their camp at Vendalore, a vil- 
lage fituated about 25 miles fouth-weft of Madrafs. Captain Clive 
marched towards them with an intent of attacking their camp by fur- 
prize in the rear ; but had not proceeded far before he received informa- 
tion that they had fuddenly abandoned it, and had difperfed with the 
appearance of people terrified by fome difafter, in fo much that it was be- 
lieved they had received news of fome bad fuccefs at Tritchanopoly, and 
were hurrying thither to reinforce the army of Chunda-faheb. The Eng- 
lifh however continued their march, and took poffefTion of the ground the 
enemy had quitted, where, fome hours after, intelligence was received, that 
all the difperfed parties were re-united at Conjevaram.. It was then not 
doubted that they had received advice of the weaknefs of the garrifon 

at 
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1752. at Arcot; and that they intended to take advantage of it by mak- 
ing a fudden aflault on the fort. Captain Clive therefore made a 
forced march of 20 miles to Conjevaram, where the garrifon of the 
pagoda furrendered on the firft fummons ; and a few hours after, the 
conjecture which had been made of the enemy’s intention was verified by 
news that they were in full march towards Arcot. The troops were too 
much fatigued to follow them immediately, but the next day took the 
fame rout ; and on their march, a letter was received from the command- 
ing officer at Arcot, adviling that they had entered the town, and fkir- 
mi fired againfl the fort with nnifkotry for feveral hours, in expectation 
that the gates would have been openrf: to them by two officers of the 
Englifh Sepoys, with whom they L carried on a correspondence ; 

but that the plot had been difeovered, ■' enemy finding their fignals 

not anfwered, had quitted the city wit*. . ’'.ration, and it was not yet 
known what rout they had taken. In tin. . v o.unty it was determined 
to haften to Arcot. 

The army arrived in fight of Covrepauk at fun-fet, when the van 
marching in the high road without fufpicion, were fired upon 
from the right at no greater diftance than 250 yards, by nine pieces 
of cannon Thefe were the French artillery, ported in a thick grove 
of mango trees, which had a ditch and a bank in front: the fire did 
fome mifehief before it could be either anfwered or avoided ; but luckilv 
there was a water-courfe at a little diftance to the left of the road, in 
which the infantry were ordered to take fhelter, and the baggage to 
march back half a mile with one of the field pieces and a platoon to 
defend it ; and two field pieces, fupported by a platoon of Europeans with 
200 Sepoys, were detached to oppofe Raja-fahcb’s cavalry which appeared 
extending themfelves on the plain to the left of the water-courfe ; in the 
mean time the reft of the artillery, drawn up on the right, anfwered the 
enemy’s fire from the grove: the French infantry entered the water- 
courfe, and advanced along it in a column of fix men in front : the 
Englifh formed in the fame order, and a fire was kept up on both fides 
for two hours, by moon- light, during which neither ventured to come 
to the pufh of bayonet. The enemy’s cavalry made feveral un- 
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fucccfsful attacks both on the party oppofed to them, anti the baggage 1752. 
in the rear: but their artillery in the grove being anfwered only by 
three pieces of cannon, did execution in proportion to this fuperiori- 
ty, and either killed or difablcd fo many of the EngliiTi gunners 
that prudence feetned to dictate a retreat, unlefs their cannon could 
be taken. Captain Clive did not defpair of this la ft refource, and 
at ten at night font one Shawlum, a l'erjeant, who fpoke the coun- 
try languages, with a few Sepoys to reconnoitre : he returned and 
reported that the enemy had polled no guards in the rear of the 
gtove; on which intelligence 200 of the beft Europeans and 400 
Scpovs were immediately ordered to proceed thither under the com- 
mand oflicutcnant Keene, with Shawlum as their guide. Captain Clive 
him 111 f accompanied the detachment half way, and on his return found 
the troops lie had k ft fighting in the water-courfe fo much diipirited by 
the departure' of Keene’s detachment, that they were on the point of 
taking flight, and ibme had already run away ; he, however, not with- 
out difficulty, rallied them, and the firing was renewed. In the mean 
time Keene taking a large circuit, came dircltly eppofite to the 
rear of the grove, and halted at the diftance of 300 yards from it, 
svhilft enfign Syminonds advanced alone to examine the enemy’s clilpo- 
fition. This officer had not proceeded far before he came to a deep 
trench, in which a large body, confilling of aft the enemy’s Sepoys, 
whole fervice had not been demanded in the water-courfe, were fitting 
down to avoid the random lliots of the fight. They challenged 
Symmonds, and prepared atfirft to (hoot him, but deceived by his fpeak- 
ing French, fuffered him to pafs as a French officer ; he then went on to 
the grove, where he perceived, befides the men employed at the guns, 

100 Europeans ftationed to fupport them, who only kept a look-out 
towards the field of battle, and paffing in his return at a diftance to 
the right of the trench where he had found the enemy’s Sepoys, he re- 
joined his own detachment j who immediately marched by the fame way 
he had returned, and entering the grove unperceived, gave their fire in a 
general volley at the diftance of 30 yards. It fell heavy, and aftonifhed 
the enemy fo much that they did not return a {ingle {hot, but inftantly 
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1752. abandoned their guns, every man endeavouring to fave himfelf by 
*■ precipitate flight. Many of them ran into a choultry in the grove, 
where they were fo crowded together that they were not able to make ufe 
of their arms. The Englifh drew up before the choultry, and to fpare 
the impending (laughter of their fire, offered quarter, which was ac- 
cepted with joy, and the Frenchmen coming out one by one, as 
they were ordered, delivered up their arms, and were made prifoners. 
The Englifh troops fighting at the water-courfe were immediately con- 
vinced of the fuccefs of the detachment, by the fudden filencc of the 
enemy’s artillery : but the enemy’s infantry remained ignorant of it, 
and continued the fight, until fome of the fugitives from the grove in- 
formed them of the difafter, on which they immediately took flight, 
and their horfe difperfed at the fame time. The field being thus cleared, 
the whole army united, and remained under arms until day-break, 
when they found themfelves in poffetiion of nine field pieces, three 
cohorn mortars, and 60 European prifoners. They likewife counted 
50 dead on die field, and not lefs than 300 Sepoys : for the enemy 
had expofed thefe troops more freely than the others. Of the Eng- 
lifh, 40 Europeans and 30 Sepoys were killed, and a greater number of 
both wounded. 

Part of the fugitives took fhelter in the neighbouring fort of Covre- 
pauk, which was fummoned to furrender ; but the governor return- 
ed anfwer, that the troops of Raja-faheb were much more numerous 
than his garrifon, and, contrary to his inclination, intended to defend 
the fort : a detachment was therefore fent to invert it, but be- 
fore they arrived the fugitives abandoned it, upon which he fub- 
mitted. 

From hence the troops proceeded to Arcot, and the next day marched 
towards Veloor, not in expectation of reducing the place, but in hopes 
that fome hoftilities would induce Mortiz-ally to pay a contribution, or 
at lead to deliver up the elephants and baggage, which Raja-faheb had 
depofited in his fort foon after he had raifed the fiege of Arcot? 
but before the troops came in fight of Veloor, captain Clive received an 
order from the prefidency of Fort St, David, to repair thither with all his 
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force, for it was now determined to fend them to Tritchanopoly. He 1752. 
therefore changed his rout, and marching acrofs the country, came to ‘-'•v— 
the fpot where Nazir-jing had been killed : here he found a rifing 
town projected by the vanity of Mr. Duplcix to commemorate that 
dcteftable adtion, and called Dupleix-Fateabad, or tKc town of Du- 
pleix’s vidtory : it is*faid, that he was preparing a column, with a 
pompous infcription in the French, Malabar, Pcrfic, and Indoftan 
languages, which he intended to eredt in the middle of the town, 
where he had already caufed coins ftruck with fymbols of the vidtory 
to be buriecl. The troops did not quit this place until they had razed 
to the ground all that was credited, after which they proceeded to Fort 
St.David. During the whole march they no where met a jingle fquadron 
of the enemy's troops. The defeat atCouvrcpauk fuccceding to their former 
difgraces, intircly broke their force as well as their fpirits ; their horfe 
either difbanded, or took fervice with the governors in the provinces 
who dill acknowledged Chunda-fahcb ; and the French troops and Se- 
poys were recalled to Pondicherry, where Mr. Dupleix was fo incenfcd 
againft Raja-faheb, that he would not fuffer him for feveral days to ap- 
pear in his prclence. Thus the Engliih fucceffes in the Carnatic recover- 
ed to Mahomed-ally an extent of country 30 miles in breadth and 60 in 
length, the annual revenues of which, including that of the famous 
pagoda at Tripaty, amounted to 400,000 pagodas. 

Three days after their arrival at Fort St. David, the troops were ready 
to take the field again under the command of captain Clive, when, on 
the 15th of March, major Lawrence arrived from England, and two 
days after put himfelf at the head of the detachment. It confided of 
400 Europeans and 1 1 00 Sepoys, with eight field pieces, who efcort- 
ing a large quantity of military ftores, marched through the king of 
Tanjore’s country towards Tritchanopoly. 

Here the Myforeans and Morattoes were fo much difpleafed 
with the precaution of captain Gingen, who conllantly refufed to 
attack the enemy’s polls before he was joined by the expedted reinforce- 
ment, that the Dalloway of Myfore, diftrefled by the great expences of 
his army, had more than once been on the point of returning to his 
own country : however, him the Nabob appeafed, by making over 
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1752. the. revenues of all the diftri&s which had been recovered fincc his 

k,, ""v — ' arrival : but Moran-row was fo exafperated by this inactivity, which 
deprived his troops of opportunities to get plunder, and removed the 
profpcCl of more important acquifitions, which he expeCted from this 
war ; that he meditated defection, and began Jo treat with Chunda- 

iaheh. 

Both armies were equally follicitous of the late of thd approaching re- 
inforcement, and Mr. Duplcix font repeated orders to Mr. Law, who 
commanded the French battalion, to intercept them at all events. They 
arrived on the 26th of March at a fort belonging to the king of Tan- 
jore, within 20 miles of Tritchanopoly; where they depolited a large 
part of the Bores, which would have retarded their march and ctnbar- 
rafled their operations. The next day proceeding along the high road, 
which pafleth within point blank lhot of Coilady, major Lawrence 
received intelligence that the enemy had polled at this fort q ilrong party 
with artillery : on which he ordered his guides to look out for another 
road ; but they, by feme millake, led him within reach of the very 
fpot he wanted to avoid, and the troops were unexpectedly fired upon by 
fix pieces of cannon from acrof the Caveri. To divert this fire from the 
baggage,- amongll which it created no lrnall conlulion, it was anfvvered 
from the rear divifion of guns confiding of four field pieces, fupported 
by 1 00 Europeans, under the command of captain Clive, whilft the line 
marched on inclining to the left, which direction foon brought them 
out of the enemy’s reach, but not before 20 Europeans were killed. 
They then halted, and were joined by the rear divifion, after which they 
continued their march without meeting any farther interruption, and in 
the evening halted within 1 o miles of Tritchanopoly. From hence captain 
G ingen detached in the night 100 Europeans, with 50 dragoons, who 
joined the reinforcement before morning ; and at day- break captain Dal- 
ton was likcw'ife detached from the city with his own company of gre- 
nadiers, and another of the battalion, in all 200 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
and four field pieces, who were ordered to lay at a rock Called the Sugar- 
loaf, about three miles fouth of the French rock, from whence they 
were to join the reinforcement, as foon as it came in fight. 


In 
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In the mean time the major advanced towards Elimiferum. Tins is 1752. 
a rock with a fortified pagoda on the fummit, where the French had *v- 
mounted cannon : it is fituated three miles to the fouth-eafl of the French 
rock ; and between thefe two ports the greateft part of the enemy’s army 
were drawn up in order of battle : the reft were in a line which extend- 
ed from the French rock to the village of Clnickleyapollam by the river- 
fide. The major informed of this difpolition made to furround him if 
he parted to the north of Elimiferum, directed his march to the fouth of 
it ; and before lie came in fight of the enemy, the whole of the confede- 
rate troops were in the field, and by their appearance deterred them from 
making any detachments to attack him. At noon, captain Dalton’s 
party, with the Myforeans and the Nabob’s troops, met him half-way 
between Elimiferum and the fugar-loaf rock, whilft Morari-row with the 
Morattoes remained ikirmiihing faintly with the enemy. 

'Flic fun finking exceflivelv hot, the troops were ordered to halt and 
rcfrdh themielvcs ; but in lets than half an hour the lcouts came in at 
full (peed, bringing intelligence that the whole of the enemy’s army 
was advancing, and that the fire of their cannon had put the Morattoes 
to flight : thefe (bon after came up, and forming with the reft of the 
allies in the rear of the Europeans and Sepoys, followed them flowly at a 
dirtance. 

Captain Clive having reconnoitcrcd the enemy, reported, that 
there was a large choultry, with fome fionc buildings, not far from the 
front of the French battalion, which they, bulled in forming their 
line, had negle&ed to take poflefllon of. On this advice he was 
ordered to proceed with the firft divifion of artillery, fuppoitcd by 
the grenadiers, as fad as portable to the choultry, whilft the reft of 
the column moved up flowly in regular order. The enemy, inftcad ol 
fending a detachment to prevent him, contented themiclvcs with can- 
nonading as their battalion advanced, which approached within 800 yards 
of the choultry by the time he arrived there. They now made a pufh 
againft his artillery, which was fo well pointed, that it kept them at 
a°diftance until the reft of the battalion and Sepoys came up. The 
confederate troops, unwilling to expofe their horfes to a cannonade, 
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1792. hailed at a diftance; but thole of Chunda-faheb, commanded by 
"“'“v—— ' Allum-Khan, the governor of Madura, kept clofe to the rear of the 
French. ‘ A cannonade enfhed, without doubt, for the time it laded, 
the hotted that had ever been feen on the plains of Indoftan ; for the 
French fired from 22 pieces of cannon and the Englifh from nine. Such 
of the Englitli troops as were not employed at the* guns found fhelter 
behind the choultry and the buildings near it, whilfl the whole of the 
enemy’s army flood expofed on the open plain, differing in propor- 
tion to this difadvantage. The French battalion in half an hour began 
to waver, and drew off their guns to a greater diftance, upon which the 
Englifh advanced their artillery, and the men of the battalion who fup- 
ported them were ordered to fit down with their arms grounded ; by which 
precaution many lives were faved. They dill continued to retreat, but 
Chunda-laheb’s cavalry kept their ground for fome time, and fuftain- 
ed the cannonade with much more firmnefs than . had ever been obferved 
in Indian troops : they were fpirited by the example of their commander, 
Allum-Khan, whofe head was at length taken off by a cannon-ball, as 
he was encouraging them to advance ; on which difafler they gave way 
and retreated likewife. The Captains Clive and Dalton continuing to ad- 
vance with the firfl divifion of artillery, followed the French, who flung 
themfelvcs into a great watcr-courfe near the French rock, where they 
were on the point of being enfiladed by a fire that would have made 
great havock amongfl them, when major Lawrence, fatisfied with the 
advantages that had been gained, and unwilling to expofe the men to 
more fatigue under fuch a burning fun, ordered the purfuit to ceafe. 
Seven men of the battalion were flruck dead by the heat, and 14 were 
killed or difabled by the cannonade. The French loft about 40 men, 
and 300 of Chunda-faheb’s troops, with 285 horfes and an elephant, 
were found dead on the plain. The fuccefs of this day might have 
been much greater, had the confederate troops behaved with common 
activity, inftead of which they remained at a diftance idle fpe&ators, 
nor could they be prevailed on to make a finglc charge, even when 
the enemy’s cavalry retreated. This ina&ion proceeded not from want 
of bravery, but from the treachery of Morari-row, who being at this 
time in treaty with Chunda-faheb, -was unwilling to bring his Morat- 
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toes to aCtion ; and fuch was the opinion entertained of their courage, 1752. 
that none of the reft of the allies would venture to fight without v— » 
them. 

Major Lawrence continuing his march, arrived in the evening at 
Tritchanopoly, and the next day conferred with the Nabob and the other 
generals on the plan of their future operations : they concurred in opinion 
that a general attack (liould be made without delay on the enemy’s camp ; 
but when the time was to be fixed, he found both Moors and Indians io 
attached to lucky and unlucky days, that feveral were likely to be loft 
before they would agree in the notion of a fortunate hour, without which 
none of them thought it late to venture an engagement. In the mean 
time, thinking it not prudent to fuller the enemy to reccner from the im- 
preflion which they had received on tire day of his arrival, he determined 
to attempt as much againft them as could be executed with his own force ; 
and perceiving that the French polls were too ftrongly fortified to be 
carried without the afliftance of the whole army, he refolved to at- 
tack the camp of Chunda-faheb, which extended along the river 
without entrenchments. On the 1 ft of April at night, captain Dalton, 

.with 400 men, was ordered to march, and, by taking a large circuit, 
to come in at the eaftern extremity of his camp, which he was to 
enter, beat up, and fet fire to. The Englilh troops, from their long 
inactivity, knew fo little of the ground about Tritchanopoly, that they 
were obliged to truft to Indian guides ; and thefe being ordered to con- 
duct; them out of the reach of the enemy’s advanced polls, fell into the 
other extreme, and led them feveral miles out of their way, and through 
luch bad roads, that when the morning-ftar appeared, they found them- 
felves between Elimiferum and the French rock, two miles from Chunda- 
faheb’s camp, and in the center of all their polls. The approach of 
day not only rendered it impofiible to furprize the enemy, as was intended, 
but likewife expofed the party, if they perfifted, to the danger of being 
furrounded by their whole force : it was therefore determined to march 
back without delay to Tritchanopoly. The French difeovered them as they 
were retreating, and gueffing at the intention for which they had been 
fent, thought themfelves no longer fafe to the fouth of the Caveri, and 
took the refolution of retreating that very day to the pagodas on the ifland. 

Chunda- 
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1752. Chunda-faheb ftrenuoufly oppofed this refolution, for which indeed there 
— ' appeared no neceility ; but finding that he could not prevail on Mr. Law 
to alter it, he gave orders for his own troops to crofs the river likewife. 
The retreat, as is ufual when meafures have not been previoully con- 
certed, was made with fo much precipitation, that his army had time 
to traniport only a part of their baggage, but none of the vaft quantity 
of provifions with which they had ftorcd their magazines ; thefe they 
therefore fet fire to. The French carrying off their artillery, abandoned 
all their ports excepting Elimifcrum, and before the next morning the 
whole army was on the ifland, where Mr. Law took up his quarters 
in the pagoda of Jumbakifna j of Chunda-faheb’s troops fome went 
into the pagoda of Seringham, others encamped under the northern 
wall, and the reft extended farther caftward along the bank of the 
Coleroon. 

The next day, captain Dalton was fent with the company of gre- 
nadiers, fome Morattoes and Sepoys, to attack Elimiferum : the party 
had with them two pieces of cannon and a mortar, the tranfporting 
of which through bad roads prevented them from arriving near the place 
before night, when captain Dalton with two others advanced to recon- 
noitre. Difcovering no centinels, and finding the gate of the wall 
which furrounds the foot of the rock open, they concluded that the 
place was abandoned, and entering, began to afeend the fteps which 
led to the pagoda on the furnmit ; hut before they got there, the enemy 
alarmed by the neighing of the horfes, ran to their guns and fired upon the 
detachment, which they difeovered, firft by the light of their matches, 
and foon after by the blaze of fome huts, to which the Morattoes, as is 
their cuftom, had fet fire. The fmoke of the guns, and the dark- 
nefs of the night, enabled captain Dalton and his companions to 
retreat unperceived j and as loon as he rejoined the detachment, he lent 
fome men to lodge themfelves under cover of a bank before the lower 
gate, where they were directed to remain until morning, in order to 
prevent the enemy from making their efcape. But this party, defirous 
of fignalizing themfelves, imprudently exceeded their orders, and enter- 
ing the lower gate, ran up the fteps, and endeavoured to force the doors 
of the pagoda above ; where they were received with a fmart fire, which 
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foon obliged them to 'retreat with five Europeans and ten Sepoys 1752. 
wounded. A reinforcement, was immediately lent to take charge of '-—v*— 
the bank, and all remained quiet until morning, when the enemy per- 
ceiving that preparations were making to bombard them, furrendered. 

Fifteen Europeans, thirty Sepoys, and two pieces of cannon, one of them 
a fine 18 pounder, were found here; the final ler piece of cannon, 
with fome Sepoys were left to garrilon this poll, the reft returned with 
the other gun to Tritchanopoly, which was p re (In ted to the Nabob 
as the firll trophy that had been taken during the campaign. Two 
days after, the grenadiers, who had always behaved with the fpiiit pe- 
culiar to this clafs of foldiers, gained another advantage. The great 
men of the allied army complained, that they were much diflurbed in 
their daily ablutions in the Caveri, by a gun which fired from a choul- 
try lying half-way between the pagoda of Seringham and the river. 

Captain Dalton was lent to attack this poll, who concealed his men be- 
hind an old wall on the bank of the river, where they waited till near 
noon, when the great heat of the fun induced a part of the enemy’s 
guard to return to the camp, and the reft to retire into the choul- 
try to llcep : the grenadiers then rulhed acrofs the river, which was 
fordable, and entered the poll: with fo much rapidity that they took 
the gun before the enemy had time to fire it more than once: it was 
brought away without any oppofition, for fome field pieces had been, 
lent to the river-fide to cover the retreat. 

Events of Inch a nature as the attacks of Elimiferum and iltcihoultiy, 
as well as fcveral others, which appear in the courle of this work, would 
have no influence in luch fanguinary wars as moft writers have only thought 
worthy of their attention: and thefe details may therefore by many be deem- 
ed equ ally tirclbme and fuperfluousj but the ftrefs of this Indian war lying 
on the European allies, who rarely have exceeded a thoufand men on a fide, 
the a (Tons of a lingle platoon in India may have die fame influence on 
the general fuccefs, as the conduct of a whole regiment in Europe : and 
to give a juft idea of the luperiority of European arms, when oppofed 
to thofe of Indoftan, is one of the principal intentions of this narrative. 

The new a&ivity which began to, appear in the Englilh battalion, induced 
Mprari-row to relinquish his correlpondence with Chunda-faheb, and* 
g im- 
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, imprefied the enemy with terrors equal to thofc which they hud for- 
merly raifed both in the EngUffi and the Nabob’s army : there Teem- 
ed to be no fenfe in their councils. The whole Carnatic lay before them, 
and by retreating into it they might protradt the war until the want oT 
money fhould decide the conteft ; but inftead of taking this flep, they 
flittered thcmfelves to be captivated by the apparent ftrength of the two 
pagodas, and determined to ftand their ground here, notwithstanding 
that, by the deftrudion of their magazines, they were already reduced 
to the necettity of fetching their proviiions from a great diftance : they 
were afraid to fight, and affiamed to retreat. 

At the fame time nothing but a refolution juflified by very few examples, 
and bordering in appearance on rafhnefs. Teemed capable of putt ng a 
fpeedy end to the war, of which the expences had now greatly dittretfed 
the Eaft India company’s mercantile affairs. The intimacy and confidence 
with which major Lawrence diftinguifhed capt. Clive, permitted this officer 
to fugged to him the refolution of dividing the army into two bodies, and 
detaching one of thefe under his own command to the north of theColeroon, 
whilft the other remained to the fouth of theCaveri: this was rifquing the 
whole to gain the whole ; for if die enemy fhould overpower one of 
thefe bodies, by attacking it with their whole force, the Nabob’s affairs 
would again be reduced to the blink of ruin ; and if they negledted or 
failed in this attempt, they would infallibly be ruined thcmfelves. The 
propofal, hardy as it was, was adopted by the major without any hefita- 
tion ; and with a fpirit of equity rarely pofieffed by competitors for glory, 
lie w r as fo far from taking umbrage at the author of this mafterly ad- 
vice, that he determined in his own mind to give him the command of a 
feparate body, although he refrained from declaring his intention until 
he could reconcile it to die reft of the captains in the battalion, who 
were all of them his fuperiors in rank j but the feheme was no fooner 
propofed to the Nabob and the generals of the alliance, than the 
Morat'toes and Myforeans removed the difficulty, by declaring that 
they would not make any detachments of their troops if they were 
to be commanded by any other perfon. It was neceflary to reduce the 
polls of which the enemy were in pofTeffion to die north of the Cole- 
roon ; to intercept the reinforcements which might come from Pondi- 
cherry 
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cherry through the ftreights of Utatoorj and above all, that captain 1752. 
Clive’s divifkm fhould not be out of the reach of a forced march from 
the reft of the army encamped near Tritchanopoly, left the whole of the 
enemy’s force fhould fall upon him before major Lawrence could 
move to his afllftance. It was therefore determined to chufe fuch a 
central lituation between the ftreights of Utatoor and the Colcroon 
as would beft anfwer all thefe intentions. Every thing being fettled, 
captain Clive began his march in the night of the 6th of April with 400 
Europeans, 700 Sepoys, 3000 Morattoes under the command of Innis- 
Khan, 1000 of the Tanjorine horfe, and eight pieces of artillery, two 
of which were battering cannon, and fix of them field pieces. To 
conceal their march, they crofted over into the ifland three miles to the 
eaftward of Jumbakiftna. The number of deep watcr-courfes which 
interfered this part of it, rendered the tranfporting of the cannon dif- 
ficult and laborious ; and whilft the Europeans were employed at one 
of the water-courfes, a body of the enemy’s Sepoys, returning from 
Coilady with a convoy of oxen laden with provifions, came up, intend- 
ing to pal's at the fame place ; and before they could retreat, received 
two or three fmart vollies, which killed fevcral of them. 

The troops having palled the Colcroon before morning, proceeded 
feven miles to the north of it, and took pofteflion of the village of Sa- 
miavaratn, in which are two pagodas about a quarter of a mile diftant 
from each other, one on each fide of the high road leading to Uta- 
toor : thefe were allotted for the quarters of the Europeans and Sepoys j 
ravelins were immediately flung up before the gates, and a redoubt 
capable of receiving all the cannon was conftrwftcd to command the 
road to the north and fouth. The Morattoes and Tanjorincs encamped 
round the pagodas. 

Whilft the army were employed in thefe works, a party from Sering- 
ham took pofteflion of Munfurpet, a pagoda fituated near the high road 
between Pitchandah and Samiavaram. It commanded a view of the 
country feveral miles j which advantage, joined to that of its lituation, 
rendered it the beft advanced poft that could be chofe by either fide ; a 
detachment was therefore immediately lent to diflodge the enemy, 
who defended thcmfelves all day, killing an officer, three Europeans, 
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1752. and 10 Sepoys, and in the night made their cfcape to Pitchandah undif- 
v"— ^ covered. 

The next day a party of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, were detach- 
ed to attack Lalguddy, a mud fort iituated about leven miles to the eaft 
of Sciingham, clofe to the bank of the Coleroon, and oppofite to the 
eafleni part of the enemy’s late encampment to the fouth of the Cavcri. 
They kept a garrifon of Sepoys here, intending to make it an interme- 
diate magazine of provifions, which were to be brought from hence to 
their camp on the illand as opportunity offered. The Sepoys attack- 
ing the fort by efcalade, carried it after a faint refiilance, and found 
here a quantity of grain lufficient for ten thoufand men for two 
months. 

Mr. Dupleix, againft whofe orders Mr. Law had retreated to the 
north of the Caveri, was much alarmed at the critical fituation to 
which the army of Chunda-faheb and his own troops .were redu- 
ced. He, however, with his ufual perfeveranee and adivity, deter- 
mined to make the greateff efforts he was able to reinforce them ; 
and immediately on receiving news that captain Clive was en- 
camped at Sainiavaram, detached 120 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, 
and four field pieces, with a large convoy of provifions and 
ftores. This party was led by Mr. D’ Auteui!, who was empower- 
ed to take the command from Mr. Law. They arrived on the 
14th of April at Utatoor, and intended, by making a large circuit 
to the weft of Samiavaram, to gain in the night the bank of 
the Coleroon. The fate of the two armies depended in a great 
meafure upon the fuccefs or mifearriage of this convoy and reinforce- 
ment. Captain Clive apprized of Mr. D’AuteuiPs intention, fet out 
the fame night with the greateft part of his force to intercept him ; 
but Mr. D’Auteull receiving advice of his approach, immediately turn- 
ed back and regained the fort ; on which captain Clive return- 
ed with the utmoft expedition to Samiavaram, where he arriv- 
ed in the morning. In the afternoon, Mr. Law got intelligence of 
his march, without hearing of his return, which could not naturally be 
fufpe&cd, as Utatoor is 13 miles from Samiavaram: he therefore, 
as foon as it was dark, detached 80 Europeans, and 700 Sepoys, 
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to attack the few troops he imagined to he remaining there : of thefe 17^2. 
men forty were English deferters. This party arrived near the camp at v"*"* 
midnight, when one of their fpics informed the commanding officer 
that the troops which had marched againft Mr. D’Auteuil were re- 
turned ; but he, imputing the information either to cowardice or 
treachery, gave no credit to tire fpy, and proceeded ; they were chal- 
lenged by tire advanced guard of English Sepoys, on which the officer 
of the deicvtcrs, an Iriflrman, ffept out and told them, that he was fent 
hy major Lawrence to reinforce captain Clive; and the reft of the de- 
link'!.. fpcaking Englifti like wife, confirmed the aflertion, and perfuaded 
the Sepoys io fully, that they omitted the ufual precaution of afking 
the counter word, which would certainly have discovered the Strata- 
gem ; and Sent one of their body to conduct the enemy to the head- 
quarters. They continued their march through a part of the Morattoe 
camp, without giving o'r receiving any difturbance until they came to the 
Idler pagoda. Here they were challenged hy the ccntinels, and by 
others who were ported in a neighbouring choultry to the north of it, 
in which captain Clive lay allcep. They returned the challenge by a 
volley into each place, and immediately entered the pagoda, putting all 
they met to the* Sword. Captain Clive flatting out of his ileep, and 
not conceiving it portable that the enemy could have advanced into the 
center of his camp, imputed the firing to his own Sepoys, alarmed by 
Some attack at the fkirts of the camp: he however ran to the upper pagoda, 
where the greoteft part of his Europeans were quartered, who having 
likcwife taken the alarm, were under arms; and he immediately return- 
ed with 200 of them to the choultry. Here he now difeovered a large 
body of Sepoys drawn up facing the South, and firing at random. Their 
pofition, which looked towards the enemy’s camp, joined to their confu- 
sion, confirmed him in his conjecture that they were his own troops, 
who had taken fbme unncceffary alarm. In this fuppofition he drew up 
his Europeans within 20 yards of their rear, and then going alone 
amongft them, ordered the firing to ceafe, upbraiding fome with the 
panic he fuppofed them to have taken, and even Striking others. At 
length one of the Sepoys, who understood a little of the French lan- 
guage, difeovering that he was an Englishman, attacked and wounded 
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1752. him in two places with his fword ; but finding himfelf on the point of 
being overpowered, ran away to the lower pagoda : captain Clive, 
exafperated at this infolence from a man whom he imagined to be in 
his own fcrvicc, followed him to the gate, where, to his great furprize, 
he was accofied by fix Frenchmen: his ufual prefence of mind did 
not fail him in this critical occafion, but fuggefting to him all that 
had happened, he told the Frenchmen, with great compofurc, that 
he was come to offer them terms j and if they would look out, 
they would perceive the pagoda furrounded by his whole army, who 
were determined to give no quarter if any refiftance was made. The 
firmnefs with which thefe words were delivered, made fuch an im- 
prefiion, that three of the Frenchmen ran into the pagoda to carry 
this intelligence, whillf the other three furrendered their arms to captain 
Clive, and followed him towards the choultry, whither he haftened, 
intending to order the Europeans to attack the -body of Sepoys, whom 
he now firft knew to be enemies ; but thefe had already difeovered the 
danger of their fituation, and had marched out of the reach of the Eu- 
ropeans, who imagining that they did this in obedience to captain Clive’s 
orders, made no motion to interrupt or attack them. Soon after, 
eight Frenchmen, who had been fent from the pagoda to reconnoitre, 
fell in with the Englifh troops, and were made prifoners ; and thefe, 
with the other three which captain Clive had taken, were delivered to 
the charge of a ferjeanfs party, who not knowing, in this time of dark- 
nefs and confufion, that the enemy were in pofleflion of the lower 
pagoda, carried them thither; and on delivering them to the guard, 
found out their error; but fuch was alfo the confufion of the French 
in the pagoda, that they fuffered the ferjeant and his party to return 
unmolefted. The reft of the Englifh troops had nowjoined the others, 
and captain Clive imagining that the enemy would never have attempted 
fo defperate an enterprise without fupporting it with their whole army, 
deemed it abfolutely neceflary to ftorm the pagoda before the troops 
who were in it could receive any afiiftance. One of the two folding 
doors of the gateway had for feme time been taken down to be repaired, 
and the other was ftrongly ftapled down, fo that the remaining part of 
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the entrance would admit only two men abreaft : the Engliih foldicrs 
made the attack, and continued it for fome time with great relolution ; 
but the deferters within fought defperately, and killed an officer and 
fifteen men, on which the attack was ordered to ceale until day- 
break ; and in the mean time fuch a dilpolition was made as might 
prevent thofe in the pagoda from efcaping, and at the fame time oppole 
any other body which might come to their relief. At day-break the 
commanding officer of the French feeing the danger of his fituation, 
made a fully at the head of his men, who received fo heavy a fire, 
that he himfclf, with twelve others who firft came out of the gateway 
were killed by the volley j on which the reft ran back into the pagoda. 
Captain Clive then advanced into the porch of the gate to parley with the 
enemy, and being weak with the lofs of blood, leaned, ftooping forward, 
on the (boulders of two ferjeants. The officer of the Engliih deferters 
prefented himlelf with great infolcncc, and telling captain Clive, with 
abufive language, that he would fhoot him, fired his mufket. The 
ball milled him, but went through the bodies of both die ferjeants on 
whom he was leaning, and they both fell mortally wounded. The 
Frenchmen had hitherto defended the pagoda in compliance with the 
Engliih deferters, but thinking it neceflary to dilavow luch an outrage 
which might exclude them from any pretenfions to quarter, their officer 
immediately furrendered. By this time the body of the enemy’s Sepoys had 
palled out of the camp with as little interruption as they had entered it j 
but orders having been lent to the Morattoes to purfuc them, Innis-Khan 
with all bis men mounted at day-break, and came up with them in the 
open plain before they gained the bank of the Coleroon. The Sepoys no 
fooner perceived them than they flung away their arms, and attempted 
to fave themfelves by dilperiing > but the Morattoes, who never figure fo 
much as in thofe cruel exploits ; exerted themfelves with fuch activi- 
ty, that, according to their own report, not a Angle man of 700 efcap- 
ed alive ; it is certain that none of them ever appeared to contradict 
this aflertion. Befides the cfcapcs already mentioned, captain Clive 
had another, which was not di (covered until the hurry of the day was 
over, when it was found that the volley which the enemy fired into the 
• choultry 
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l 75 2 ‘ choultry where he was (Iceping had (battered a box that lay under his 
feet, and killed a fervant who lay dole to him. 

Pi td land ah and Utatoor were now the only pods which the enemy 
held to the north of the Coleroon, but they were in pofleffion of 
Coilady, which commands the eaflcrn extremity of the ill and ; and left 
Mr. Law fhould attempt to force his way on this fide, major Lawrence 
detached Monack-jee the general of the Tanjorincs to take it ; and to the 
fouth of the Caveri, where the enemy had no polls, a line of troops were 
difpofed, which extended five miles on each fide of the city of Tritcha- 
nopoly. 

Monack-jee on the 26th of April took Coilady, and the enemy lofing 
here their laft magazine of provifions, became every day more and 
more diftreffedj but the hopes of being joined by Mr. D’Auteuil kept 
up their fpirits, and prevented them from making any attempts to get 
out of the ifland : he Hill remained at Utatoor- watching, lbme oppor- 
tunity to make his way good to Seringham : it was therefore de- 
termined to attack him ; but as the late attempt on Samiavaram 
(hewed the neccffity of keeping the army there intire, major Lawrence 
refolved to fend a party from his own divilion on this ferviee. Accord- 
ingly captain Dalton on the 9th of May eroded the rivers in the night with 
1 50 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 500 Morattoes, and four field pieces, one 
of them a 12 pounder ; and halting fome hours at Samiavaram, arrived at 
five the next evening at a choultry within two miles of Utatoor, where he 
intended to pafs the night, as the troops were much fatigued. There 
was at fome diftance in front of the choultry a village, which appearing a 
proper pod for an advanced guard, fome dragoons were fent to recon- 
noitre it, who difeovered that the enemy had already taken pofleffion of it ; 
on which a party of Europeans and Sepoys were fent to diflodge them ; 
this they effefted with fo much cafe, that flufhed with their fuccefs, they 
purfued the enemy beyond the village, until they came in fight of Mr. 
D’Auteuil marching out of Utatoor, who, inftead of waiting to attack with 
his whole force, fent forward a party to fall upon the Englilh whilft they 
were forming j a (kirmiffi enfued, and the enemy was repulfed j but 
the Engliffi officer being mortally wounded, the detachment re- 
treated 
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treated to the village, where they remained, and fuftained the fire of 1752. 
the enemy’s cannon until the reft of the troops came up. It was ■“ 
almoft dufk, and captain Dalton concluding that the enemy might 
be deceived in their opinion of his ftrength, and miftake it for the 
whole of captain Clive’s force, ventured to divide his men into two 
bodies, who marched to attack each flank of the enemy’s line, whilft 
a few Europeans left with the guns near the village cannonaded 
them in front. Mr. D’Auteuil no fooncr perceived this difpofition than 
it fuggefled to him the opinion it was intended to produce, and he re- 
treated with great precipitation, purfued within a few yards of the 
walls of Utatoor : the Englifh were on the point of getting pof- 
feflion of one of his guns, when they were obliged to halt and face 
about, to defend themfelves againft the enemy’s cavalry, who taking 
advantage of the dulk of the evening, had made a circuit, and appeared 
unexpectedly in their rear. The Morattoes however galloping in, flung 
themfelves between, and the two bodies of cavalry remained fume time 
firing carabines and piflols, until one of the Englifh 6 pounders came 
up, which after a few (hot decided the contcft, and obliged the enemy’s 
horfe to retreat ; the Morattoes then charged them fword in hand, and 
drove them into the fort ; but not without fuffering themfelves ; for feve- 
ral of them returned much wounded. The Englifh fired at the fort from 
the rocks which are clofe to the walls until eight o’clock, when they 
retreated hack to the choultry, leaving an advanced guard of Europeans 
at the village, and 200 Morattoes, who promifed to patrole all night, 
and give information the inflant that the enemy made any motion to 
abandon the fort. 

Mr. D’Auteuil continuing in his miflake of the force which was come 
againft him, no looner found that they had returned to the choultry, 
than he quitted the fort with all his troops, and marched away to Vol- 
condah, leaving behind in the hurry a great quantity of military ftorcs 
and ammunition, as well as refrefh meats intended for the officers of 
Mr. Law’s army. The Morattoes performed the duty they had under- 
taken fo ill, that captain Dalton did not hear of the enemy’s retreat until 
two in the morning, when it was too late to purfue them : he, how- 
ever. 
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ever, marched to the fort, and took pofleflion of all the enemy had left 
in it. 

Mr. Law received no intelligence of captain Dalton's march acrofs 
the rivers; but the next morning difeovering from the fpirc of Sc- 
ringbam, the detachment proceeding from Samiavaram towards Uta- 
toor, imagined it to be a part of captain Clive’s army ; and on this 
fuppofition crofted the Coleroon with all his Europeans and Sepoys, 
and a large body of cavalry. Captain Clive hearing of this motion, 
immediately marched to meet him with all his force, excepting the 
neceffary guards for the camp, and came in fight of the enemy juft 
as their rear had crofted the river. Mr. Law, ftartled at the appearance 
of a force which exceeded his expectation, halted and formed his troops in 
a ftrong fituation along the bank of the river. Both armies remained in 
order of battle until evening, each having advantages which the other 
refpefted too much to venture to attack. Some fkirmiftics pafied be- 
tween the advanced Sepoys, and in the night the French re- crofted the 
river. 

Captain Dalton remained two days at Utatoor, when he receiv- 
ed orders to rejoin major Lawrence ; but by this time the Coleroon 
was fo much fwelled as to be impaflable, and the troops at Samia- 
varam W'ere preparing to avail themfelvcs of this opportunity to attack 
the enemy’s poft of Pitchandah, which could receive no fuccours from 
the ifland till the waters fubfided : he therefore, to forward this fervicc, 
put his detachment under captain Clive’s command ; and to prevent the 
difputes which might arife from the fuperiority of his rank, refolved 
to a<ft himfelf as a volunteer. On the 1 4th at night the army moved 
down to the river- fide. 

There runs along the northern bank of the Coleroon, from Pitchan- 
dah to the ground oppofite the great pagoda of Seringham, a large mound 
of earth 50 feet broad at the top, thrown up by the people of the coun- 
try to refift the current of the river, which in this part fets ftrongly 
from the oppofite fhore whenever the waters rile. The enemy's camp 
on the ifland lay oppofite and within cannon-fliot of this mound ; it was 
therefore determined to employ the artilleiy againft them until the bat- 
tery againft Pitchandah could be finilhed. Every common foldier in an 
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Indian army is accompanied either by a wife or a concubine } the officers i 
have feveral, and the generals whole feraglio’s: hefides thefe the army is "" 
encumbered by a number of attendants and fervants exceeding that of 
the fighting men ; and to fupply the various wants of this enervated mul- 
titude, dealers, pedlars, and retailers of all forts, follow the camp ; to 
whom a leparate quarter is allotted, in which they daily exhibit their dif- 
ferent commodities in greater quantities and with more regularity than in 
any fair in Europe ; all of them fitting on the ground in a line with their 
merchandifes expofed before them, and flickered from the fun by a mat 
fupported by flicks. 

The next morning, the 1 5 th, at fun-rife, fix pieces of cannon began to fire 
upon the camp from embrafures cut through the top of the mound which 
flickered them from the guns of Pitchandah. This unexpected annoy- 
ance foon created the greateft confufion : the enemy began immediately to 
flrike their tents, and every one to remove every thing that was either 
valuable or dear to him : elephants, camels, oxen and horfes, mingled 
with men, women and children affrighted and making lamentable out- 
cries at the deflruCtion which fell around them, preffed to get out of the 
reach of it in fuch a hurry as only ferved to retard their flight : however, 
in two hours not a tent was flanding. The crowd firft moved between 
the pagodas of Scringham and Jumbakiftna, towards the bank of the 
Cavcri, and from this fide they were flred on by the guns ofTritcha- 
nopoly : they then hurried to the eaftwardof Jumbakiftna, where finding 
themfelves out of the reach of danger, they began to fet up their tents 
again. The garrilon of Pitchandah attempted to interrupt the can- 
nonade ; and finding that their artillery had no efte<ft to difmount the 
Englifli guns covered by the mound, they made a fally to feizc them, 
but had not proceeded far before they received the fire of a detachment, 
which captain Clive had taken the precaution to poft in the way they 
were coming j and this inftantly drove them back again, not without 
lbmc lols. 

During the reft of the day, the Englifli troops were employed in 
creCling the battery in a ruined village, about 200 yards to the north 
of Pitchandah. The pagoda, like moil others on the coaft of Co- 
romandel, is a fquarc, of which the gateways projecting beyond the 
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1752. walls, flank the angles : the French had 70 Europeans, 200 Sepoys, and 
three pieces of cannon in the place. The attack began the next morn- 
ing at day-break, from two pieces of battering cannon, which fired 
from etnbrafures cut through the wall of a brick houfe j the fliock foon 
brought down the wall, and left the artillery-men for forne time ex- 
pofed j but a large body of Sepoys being ordered to keep a conftant 
fire on the parapet, the enemy were very cautious in making ufc 
either of their fmall arms or cannon. Some time alter one of the 
Englilh guns burft, and killed three Europeans, and wounded captain 
Dalton ; but the breach was notwithftanding practicable by four in 
the afternoon, when it was determined to florin and elcaladc at the 
fame time. The enemy feeing the preparations for the afiault, were 
difcouraged, and beat the chamade. The Sepoys miflaking this fignal 
of furrender for a defiance, fired a volley, which killed the drummer, 
and then giving a fliout, ran to plant the colours on the breach. This 
motion was fo rapid and unexpected, that they got to the top of it before 
any of the Englifh officers were able to come up and inform them of their 
miftake, which they were unluckily confirmed in by the behaviour of 
forne of the garrifon, who drew up as fail as they could to defend 
themfelves. A body of Europeans immediately marched after them, 
with orders to reprefs their violences, even by firing upon them, if ne- 
ceffary : but they did not arrive before the Sepoys had killed feveral of 
the garrifon, and flruck fuch a terror, that 15 Frenchmen jumped over 
the walls into the Coleroon, where they were drowned The refl furren- 
dered to the Europeans, whofe prefence preferved them from another 
rifque equal to that which they had juft efcaped : for the Morattoes, 
feeing the Sepoys in motion, imagined that they would carry off all the 
plunder of the place j and refolving to have a fliare of it themfelves, 
they mounted and galloped up fword in hand to the breach : and feveral 
of them even rode up to the top of it. The enemy's army on the ifland 
were fpeClators of the whole attack, and fired, to very little purpofe, a 
great number of random fhot at the village in which the Englifh were 
ported . 

By the reduction of Pitchandah, the enemy’s communications with 
the country to the north of the Coleroon were entirely cut off, and their 
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Indian camp became again expofed to a cannonade. The dread of this, 
and of the many other diftrefles which ftraitcned the army more clofely 
everyday, determined the great eft part of Chunda-faheb’s officers to 
quit his fcrvice; and they went in a body and informed him of this 
refolution. He heard it with great temper, and inftead of reproaching 
them for deferting him, faid, that if they had not prevented him, he 
fhould of himfelf have propofed what they defired ; that although he 
was not able to difeharge the whole of their arrears, they might be 
aflured he would punctually acquit himfelf of all his obligations whenever 
kis better fortune fhould return ; and, as a proof of his iincerity, he 
offered to deliver up to them the greateft part of Ids elephants, camels, 
horfes, and other military efte&s, which they received at a valuation in 
part of what he was indebted to them. 

The next day thefe officers fent meflengers to the confederates, 
fome offering to take . fervice, others defiring to pafs through their 
pofts : but the Indian allies, who had for fbme time regarded the whole 
of the enemy’s baggage as a booty which could not efcape them, hefi- 
tated to comply with their requeft; and the Morattoes particularly, 
who do not rate the life of a man at the value of his turban, were 
averfe to the granting of any terms which might hinder them from 
exerting their fabres to get the fpoil, being perfuaded that, if hofti- 
lities were carried on to extremity, their activity would acquire 
much the largeft lhare of it. The Englifh fruftrated thefe cruel 
intentions, by determining to give their own palfports, if the reft of 
the allies perfifted in refufing, upon which they confented to give theirs 
likewife. 

Accordingly flags were planted on the banks of the Caveri and Cole- 
roon, as a fignal to the enemy’s troops that they might pafs over in fecu- 
rity. Two tjioufand of Chunda-faheb’s beft horfc, and 1 500 Sepoys, 
joined captain Clive at Samiavaram ; others went to the Myforeans j very 
few to the Nabob : the troops of Morawa and Madura, and other 
independent bodies, returned into their own countries. On the 4th day 
not a tent was Handing in the ifland ; and there remained with Chunda- 
faheb no more than 2000 horfe and 3000 foot, who took Ihelter in the 
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1752. pagoda of Scringham : amongft the foot Were Jlooo Rajpouts, who, 
■"■“v-— ' from a motive of t^ljgion, undertoek to defehff the inward temples 
againft all intruders. The French battalion, with 2000 Sepoys, fhut 
themillves up in Jumbakiftna, giving out, as is the cuftom of that na- 
tion, that they intended to defend thcnwiiyj^to the laft extremity. They 
preferred this to the other pagoda, becaufe its outward wall was in a 
better condition, and its fmalier extent better proportioned to the num- 
ber of their troops. % 

The artillery of Tritchanopoly and the allied army furnifhing no 
more than three pieces of battering cannon, a train was ordered 
from Devi Cotah ; and to lofe no opportunity of increafing the enemy’s 
diftreffes before it arrived, major Lawrence on the 1 8 th of May, the fame 
day that the French withdrew into the pagoda, quitted his poll at 
Chuckleya-pollam, and encamping oppofite to it on the ifland, immediately 
threw up an entrenchment from one river to the other : at the lame time 
Monack-jee with the Tanjorines moving from the eaftward, took pofieftion 
of Chuckleya-pollam ; and the army at Samiavaram quitting that port, 
encamped along the northern bank of the Coleroon. The Myforcans 
remained, as before, to the weft of the city. 

But although the obftacles which now furrounded the enemy were 
difficult to be overcome, they were not abfolutely infurmountable. The 
troops in Jumbakiftna outnumbered thofe in the major’s camp two to 
one, and both the rivers fwelling often at this l’cafon of the year, 
Mr. Law might force his way through it before any fuccours could 
come from the main land : if fucccfsful in this attempt, he might, as 
foon as the rivers began to fall, crols the Caveri at fome pafs farther to 
the eaftward, before captain Clive’s divifion would be able to pafs the 
Coleroon, as this being the deeper channel, does not become ford- 
able again fo foon as the other : he might then by hafty marches make 
his way good to Karical, harraffed indeed in his rout by Myforeans and 
Morattoes, who, unfupported by the Englifh troops, would probably 
make few vigorous efforts againft a compact body of European infantry 
provided with a well-appointed train of artillery : but fuch a plan im- 
plied an option of difficulties not to be expe&ed from troops diipirited 
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by ill fucccfs, and commanded by officers of no great talents ; nor does 1752. 
it appear that the French ever entertained any thoughts of carrying it ' ** 
into execution. They flattered themfelves in their irrelblute councils, 
that Mr. D’Auteuil would make his way good into the ifland, not- 
withftanding this attempt was now become more difficult than ever ; and 
they hoped, with the fupplies he was bringing, to pro trad; the defence 
of the pagoda to the end of June, at which time Ihips were expedted at 
Pondicherry with a conliderable reinforcement of troops from France; 
however, for fear of the worft, Mr. Law determined to take fuch mea- 
furcs as he thought would place the perfon of Chunda-lahcb out of 
danger. 

Delerters informing the Englifh how much tire enemy’s future re- 
folutions depended on the arrival of Mr. D’Auteuil’s convoy, it was 
determined to make another attempt againft that reinforcement; 
but as it was reported that they were in poffcffion of all the forti- 
fications at Vol-kondah, it was thought neceffary, if poflible, to bring 
the governor over to the Nabob’s intereft. A letter was wrote to him 
full of promiles ; the man changing fides with fortune, anfwcred, 
that although he had permitted Mr. D’Auteuil to take up his quar- 
ters in the pettah , he had not buffered him to take poffeffion ci- 
ther of the flone fort, or the fortifications of the rock ; and that if any 
troops were fent to attack the French, he would affilt to dellroy them. 

About the fame time Mr. D’Auteuil, prefled by the repeated follicita- 
tions of Mr. Law, quitted Vol-kondah, and to conceal fome other plan 
gave out that he intended to retake the fort of Utatoor. Such an 
opportunity of attacking him was more to be relied on than the pro- 
mifes of the governor, and captain Clive marched againft him without 
delay. 

He left a ftrong garrifon in Pitchandah, and in his camp a number 
of troops fufficient, by well contrived difpofitions, to prevent Mr. Law 
from fufpe&ing the abfence of the force he took with him, which confift- 
ed of 1 00 Europeans, 1000 Sepoys, and 2000 Morattoe horfe, with fix 
field pieces. They fet out on the 27th of May in the evening, and arrived 
before morning at Utatoor, where they fhut themfelves up in the fort all 

that 



238 The V/ a r of Coromandel. Book III, 

175 2. day and the enluing night, in hopes that Mr. D’Auteuil would inadver- 
tently come near enough to give them an opportunity of falling upon 
him on the plain before he could regain Vol-kondah. He did in- 
deed advance within feven miles of Utatoor ; but either from fomc ru- 
mour, or liilpicion, his heart failed him on a fudden, and he took the 
refolution of returning in great liafle to the place from whence he came. 
Captain Clive was no looner informed of his retreat than he fet out in 
purfui t of him, and early in the morning fent the Morattoes before, 
inftruding them to keep their main body out of light, and to endeavour 
to harrafs and retard the enemy’s march with fmall parties, fuch as 
might be miftaken for detachments fent only in queft of plunder, and 
prevent them from fufpeding any thing more. Some of them came 
up with the enemy in the afternoon, within a league of Vol-kondah, 
and amufed Mr. D’Auteuil fo well, that he, hoping to intice them 
within reach of his fire, wafted fome time in making evolutions ; but 
greater numbers coming in light, he began to fufped the ftratagem, 
and forming his men in a column with two field pieces in front, re- 
treated. By this time the whole body of Morattoes came up and ho- 
vered round him until he reached Vol-kondah, where he drew up 
between the mud wall of the pettah and the river Valarru, which was 
almoft dry. Soon after the Sepoys, who formed the van of the Englilh 
column, appeared outmarching the Europeans at a great rate ; 600 of 
them had, in the enemy’s fervice, ftormed the breaches at the aflault of 
Arcot, and having fince that time been employed in the Englilh fer- 
vicc in feveral adions under the command of captain Clive, entertain- 
ed no fmall opinion of their own prowefs when fupported by a body 
of Europeans. Thele men no fooner came within cannon-lhot of 
the enemy, than they ran precipitately to attack them, without re- 
garding any order. They received the fire of the enemy’s cannon, 
and mulketry, which killed many of them, but did not check the 
reft from rulhing on to the pufli of bayonet.' The Morattoes, ani- 
mated by fuch an example, galloped acrofs the river, and charging the 
flanks, increafed the confufion, which the Sepoys had made in 
the center. The attack was too general and impetuous to be long refill- 
ed, and the enemy retired haftily through the barrier into the pettah, 

where 
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where they began to make refinance again by firing ove.r the mud wall. 
By this time the Europeans came up, and aflaulting the barrier, foon 
forced their way and put the enemy to flight a fecond time, who 
now ran to take Ihelter in the ftone fort, where the governor, 
according to his promife, Ihut the gate ; but fome of them getting 
over the walls with failing ladders, in an unguarded part, opened 
the gate, in fpite of the garrifon, and let in their fellow fugitives. 
This paired whilft the Englilh troops, cautious of dilperfing in a 
place they were not acquainted with, were forming to follow them 
in order, and loon after the field pieces began to fire upon the 
gate, whilft the mufketry under Ihelter of the houfes deterred the 
enemy from appearing on the ramparts. Mr. D’Auteuil therefore, 
as the laft refource, attempted to get into the fortifications of the 
adjacent rock ; but the governor, who was there in perfon, fent him 
word, that if he perlifted in ufing any violence he would fire into the 
fort. In this perplexity, which the night increafed, he confultcd his 
officers, who unanimoufly agreed to furrender. The white flag was hung 
out, and the terms were foon fettled. It was agreed, that the deferters 
Ihould be pardoned, that the French commiffioned officers fliould not 
ferve againft the Nabob tor 1 2 months, and the private men remain pri— 
foners of war at his difcrction. The whole party confided of 1 00 Euro- 
peans, of which 35 were Englifli deferters, 400 Sepoys, and 340 horfe. 
Their artillery was only 3 pieces of cannon, but there was found in the 
pettah three large magazines, which, befides a variety of other military 
ftores, contained 800 barrels of gun powder and 30oomufkets It was 
known that Mr. D’Auteuil had with him a large fum of money, but he 
lecreted great part of it amongft his own baggage, which lie was per- 
mitted to carry away without examination ; the troops on both fides em- 
bezzled part of the remainder : fo that only 50,000 rupees were regu- 
larly taken pofleffion of for the ufe of the captors ; whole booty, exclu- 
five of the military ftores, which were referved for the Company, amount- 
ed to 10,000 pounds fterling: the horfemen and Sepoys were, as ufual , 
dilarmed and let at liberty, and captain Clive returned to his camp with 
the reft of the prifoners. 
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1752. The French at Jumbakiftna were apprized of the march of the troops 

“—v — 1 to intercept Mr. D’Auteuil, and had before received from him fuch a de- 
fcription of the difficulties which obflru&ed his paflage as deftroyed the 
hopes they had too fondly entertained of this rcfourcc ; their provifions 
like wife began to fail. The ftraits to which they were reduced had for 
feme time been forefecn by Chunda-faheb, and he had often reprefented 
to Mr. Law the neceffity of making a vigorous effort to extricate them- 
felves ; but finding that his remonftrances were not heeded, the 
ufual fteadinefs of his mind began to fail him, and he gave way 
to an anxiety, which incrcafing with the profpedt of his diftrefles, 
greatly impaired his health. At the fame time Mr. Law was 
not a little follicitous about the fafety of a perfon of fuch great import- 
ance, whom his own irrefolute conduct had brought into the dangers 
which now furrounded him. He thought, and perhaps juftly, that if 
Chunda-faheb fhould be obliged to lurrender, the Nabob would nevet 
agree to fpare the life of his rival ; and from the prejudices of national 
animofity, he concluded that if the Engliffi got him into their power, 
they would notwith-hold him from the Nabob’s refentment: he there- 
fore fuggefted to his ally the neceffity of attempting to make hisefcape, bv 
bribing fome chief of the confederate army to permit him to pafs thro’ 
his qu al ters. Chunda-faheb, fenfible of his defperate fituation, confented 
to try this defperate remedy, forced by the feverity of his fate to make 
an option on which his life depended, when every choice prefented almoft 
equal danger. The Nabob was out of the queflion ; the Myforeans he 
knew would make ufe of him as a means to oblige the Nabob to fulfil 
the agreements he had made with them, and the Morattoes would fell 
him to the higheft bidder of the two : the Polygars were not ftrong 
enough, nor were their troops fituated conveniently to favour his efcape. 
There remained the Tanjorines; thefe had formerly received injuries 
from Chunda-faheb, and more lately had feen their capital befieged by 
him ; fo that had their troops been commanded by the king in perfon, 
it would have been as abfurd to repofe a confidence in them as in any 
other of the allies : but it was known that their general Monack-jee was 
at open variance with the prime minifter, who had on all occailons pre- 
vented 
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vented the king from diftinguifhing him with thofe marks of gratitude 1752. 
his military fervices deferved. It was therefore thought not impradii- ' v " 
cable to feparate the interefls of the general from thofe of his fevereign ; 
and this feeble glimmering ray of hope was followed, only becaufe no 
other prefented itfelf. 

Monack-jee received the overture, and carried on the correipondence 
with lb much addrefs and feeming complacence, as induced Mr. Law 
and Chunda-faheb to think they had gained him over to their intereft : 
a large fum of money was paid, and much more, with every other 
advantage he thought proper to flipulate, promifed : but the hour Chu'n- 
da-faheb was to deliver himfelf into his hands was not fixed, when 
on the 31ft of May the battering cannon arrived from Devi Cotah, and 
Mr. Law received a fummons to furrender at diferetion. Monack-jee 
now adting as a friend, fent at the fame time a melfage advifing Chunda- 
faheb to come over to him that very night, iincc, if he delayed to make 
his elcapc before the Englifh advanced nearer the pagodas, which they 
were preparing to batter, his paflage to Chuckley-apollam, would after- 
wards be fubjedt to infinite rifques. 

In order therefore to prevent the Englifh from taking any fufpicions- 
of this important refolution before it was carried into effedt, Mr. Law, 
not unfagacioufly, made ufe of the higheft fpirit of rodomontade in 
his anfwer to major Lawrence. He talked of defending the pagoda un- 
til the lafl extremity, unlefs he was permitted to march away with all 
the troops under his command wherever he pleafed ; infilling likewife, 
tint no fearch fhould be made after any perfbn under his colours. On 
thefe conditions he was willing to deliver up one half of his artillery. 

As foon as it was night one of Chunda-faheb’s officers repaired pri- 
vately to Monack-jee’s quarters, where, amongft other precautions, he 
demanded, that a confidcrable hoflagc fhould be delivered before his 
mailer put himfelf into Monack-jee’s power. To this the Tanjorine 
anfwered with great calmnefs, that if any intentions of treachery were 
entertained, no hoflage would be a check to them ; and that by giving 
one, the fecret would be divulged, and the efcape rendered impracti- 
cable. He, however, took an oath, the moft facred of all to an Indian 
foldier, on his fabre and poniard, wifhing they might be turned to his 

I i owo 
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1752. own dcftru&ion if be failed in his engagements, which were to fend 
rr%rn *- J away Chunda-faheb as foon as he came into his quarters, with an efcort 
of horfe, to the French fettlement of Karical. At the fame time a 
Tanjorine officer affined Ghunda-faheb’s that he was appointed to com- 
mand the cfcort, and (hewed the pallankin and other preparations which 
were intended for the journey. The two officers then repaired to a 
choultry, where Chunda-faheb himfelf, with a few attendants, waited the 
refult of the conference. As foon as he had heard it related, he proceed- 
ed with the Tanjorine to Monack-jee’s quarters, where, in dead of the 
efcort he expected, he was met by a guard patroling for him, who car- 
ried him with violence into a tent, where they immediately put him into 
irons. 

The news was indantly communicated to the Nabob, the Mylo- 
rcan and Morattoe, and kept them up all night debating on the fate 
of the prifoner. The next morning they repaired together with Monack- 
jee to major Lawrence’s tent, in whole prelcnce they held a council. 
Each of them infilled that Chunda-faheb ought to be delivered to him- 
felf, fupporting the demand with the fuperior importance each thought 
he bore in the general caufe ; but Monack-jee firmly refufed to give his 
prize out of his own hands. The major had hitherto remained filent, 
but finding that the diflention was irreconcileable, propofed that the 
Englilh (hould have the care of him, and keep him in one of their 
fetdements^ They were all of them averfe to this (cheme, and broke 
up the conference without coming to any refolution : the three competi- 
tors in high indignation againft one another, and againfl Monack-jee, 
who had moreover the mortification of feeing that the treachery he had 
committed was fo far from being acknowledged as a fervice rendered 
to the general caufe, that the Myforean, the Morattoe, and perhaps 
the Nabob, wifhed in the bottom of their hearts that Chunda-faheb had 
not. been taken, fince they had not the difpofal of him in - their own 
power. 

Immediately after the conference, major Lawrence fent another 
fummons to Mr. Law, more peremptory than the former : for a decifive 
anfwer was demanded before noon the next day j after which hi# flags of 
truce would be fired upon ■> and if the batteries once began to play, it 

4 was 
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was declared that every man in the pagoda fliould be, put to the 1752. 
fword. v-^v— - 

He had already been informed of the fate of his .ally, and had 
heard a rumour of the defeat at Vol-kondah, but this he did not in.tire- 
ly give credit to when convinced of it by the report of one of his 
own officers who had feen Mr. D’Auteuil in the EngliJfh camp, he defired 
a pcrfonal conference with major Lawrence, which, after fevcral mcf- 
fages, was agreed to be held the next day. 

He began, by afferting that the peace which exifted between the two 
crowns, entitled him to exped from the EngliiTi every mark of confide- 
ration for the French troops, fince they were now left unconnected with 
any powers contending in the Carnatic, by the difperfion of Chunda- 
faheb’s army, and the imprifonment of its leader ; he therefore expect- 
ed that the Engliffi would, inftead of adting as enemies, contribute as 
allies to facilitate the retreat of his army into the French fettle- 
ments. Major Lawrence replied, that he adted in the conference 
only as the interpreter of the Nabob’s intentions, with whom the Eng- 
lifli were in clofe alliance ; and as a justification of the Nabob’s con- 
duct, produced a letter in which Mr. Dupleix had declared that 
he would never ceafe to purfue him whilft a fingle Frenchman remained 
in India. 

After feveral other altercations, which produced little change in the 
terms firft propofed, the capitulation was figned. It was agreed 
that the pagoda of Jumbakiftna fliould be delivered up, with all the 
guns, ftores, and ammunition : that the officers fliould give their parole 
not to ferve againft the Nabob or his allies : that the private men of the 
battalion, Europeans, Coffrees and Topaflcs, fliould remain prifoners,. 
and that the deferters fliould be pardoned. 

The troops with captain Clive were then ordered to rejoin the 
major’s divifion, and the next morning, before break pf day,, captain 
Dalton marched with 250 chofen men, who halted, beating their 
drums at an abandoned out-poft within piflol-fliot of the walls of 
Jumbakiftna, whilft the major remained not far off with the reft of the 
troops, drawn up ready to prevent the effedt of any treachery j but none 
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1752. was intended: for Mr. Law foon came out with feme of his officers, 

1 Y-— 1 and conduced the detachment into the pagoda, where they formed with 

their hacks to the gate, oppofitc to the French troops, who imme- 
diately dung down their arms in a heap, and furrcndcred prifoners. 
The whole confided of 35 commiffion officers, 725 battalion men bear- 
ing arms, befides 60 fick and wounded in the hofpital, and 2000 Se- 
poys : their artillery were four 1 3 inch mortars, 8 cohorns, 2 petards, 3 1 
pieces of cannon, of which 1 1 were for battering, moftly 1 8 pounders, 
and the reft field pieces : they had likewife a great quantity of ammu- 
nition, ftores and carriages of all forts in very good condition. The 
pagoda of Seringham was foon after delivered up, and the horle 
and foot who had taken refuge in it iuffered to pafs away without mo- 
leftation ; but the tooo Rajpouts refufed to quit the temple, and 
threatened their viftors to cut them to pieces if' they offered to enter 
within the third wall: the Englifh, in admiration of their enthuliafm, 
promilbd to give them no occafion of offence. 

Thus was this formidable army, whofe numbers two months before 
were nearly equal to the confederates, reduced, without a battle, more 
effieiStually than it probably could have been by what is generally efteem- 
ed a total defeat in the field. The loldier who regards his profefiion as 
a Lienee, will difeover examples worthy of his meditation, both in the 
abfurdity of the enemy’s choice of their fituation, and in the advantages 
which wv e taken of it. It is indeed difficult to determine whether the 
Englifh conducted them (elves with more ability and fpirit, or the French 
with more irrefolution and ignorance after major Lawrence and captain 
Clive arrived at Tritchanopoly. 

Still the fate of Chunda-laheb remained to be decided before the fuc- 
cefs of this day could be deemed complete. The anxiety which Monack- 
jec carried away from the conference in major Lawrence’s tent was en- 
crealed every hour by the meftages and propofals he received. The My- 
forean promiled money, the Nabob threatened refentment, and Morari- 
rovv, more plainly, that he would pay him a vifit at the head of 6000 
horle. Terrified at the commotions which would inevitably follow, if 
he gave the preference to any one of the competitors, he faw no me- 
thod of finifhing the conteft but by putting an end to the life of his pri- 

foner ; 



Book III. 


Historv of the Carnatic. 


245 

loner; however, as the major had exprefied a defire that the English 1752. 
might have him in their poflefiicn, he thought it neceflary to know 
whether they ferioufly expedted this deference, and accordingly, on the 
fame morning that the pagoda lurrendered, went to the major, with 
whom he had a conference, which convinced him that the Englifh were 
his friends, and that they were refolvcd not to interfere any farther in 
the difpute. • He therefore immediately on his return to Chuckley-apol- 
lam put his defign into execution, by ordering the head of Chunda- 
l'aheb to be flruck off. 

The executioner of this deed was a Pitan, one of Monack-jee’s reti- 
nue, referved for fuch purpofes. He found the unfortunate vidlim an 
aged man, ilrctched on the ground, from whence the infirmities of fick- 
nefs rendered him unable to rear himfelf. The afpeft and abrupt nitru- 
fion of the afiaflin inftantly fuggefted to Chunda-faheb the errand on 
which he was lent. He waved his hand, and defired to fpcak to Mo- 
nack-jce before he died, faying, that he had fomething of great import- 
ance to communicate to him : but the man of blood giving no heed to 
his words, proceeded to his work, and after dabbing him to the heart, 
fevered his head from his body. 

The head was immediately lent into Tritehanopoly to the Nabob, 
who now for the firft time law the face of his rival. After lie had gra- 
tified his courtiers with a fight of it, they tied it to the neck of a camel, 
and in this manner it was carried five times round the walls of the city, 
attended by a hundred thou land fpedators, inlulting it with all the ob- 
feene and indecent invectives peculiar to the maimrs oflndollan. It was 
afterwards carefully packed up in a box, and delivered to an clcort, who 
gave out that they were to carry it to be viewed by the Great Mogul at 
Delhi; a practice generally obferved to heighten the reputation of the 
fuccclsful caufe : but there is no rcafon to believe that it was ever carried 
out of the Carnatic. 

Such was the unfortunate and ignominious end ol this man. The many 
examples of a fimilar late, which arc perpetually produced by tire con- 
tefts of ambition in this untettled empire, have ellablifhed a proverb, 
that fortune is a throne ; and therefore he who falls in fuch con tells is 
only reckoned unfortunate, without having the odium of rebellion or 
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1752. treachery charged on his memory, unlefs heoppofes the fovereign of fo- 
vereigns the Great Mogul j all the reft is reckoned the common courfe of 
politics : for there is fcarccly throughout the empire a Nabob who has not 
an open or latent competitor. It therefore only remains to fpeak of the 
private character of Chunda-faheb, in which he is generally acknow- 
ledged to have been a brave, benevolent, humane and generous man, as 
princes go in Indoftan. His military abilities were much greater than 
are commonly found in the generals of India, infomuch that if he had 
had an abfolute command over the French troops, it is believed he 
would not have committed the miftakes which brought on his cataftro- 
phe, and the total reduction of his army. 

But fignal as thefe fucceffes were, they were fo far from being the 
means of reftoring tranquillity to the Carnatic, that in the very prin- 
ciples which produced them were intermixed the feeds of another more 
dangerous and obftinate war ; and this the Nabob had the anguifh to 
know, whilft he was giving the demonftrations of joy expe&ed from 
him on fuccefles which appeared fo decifive. 


The End of the Third Book* 
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F OUR hundred of the French prifoners were fent under an 4752. 
efcort to Fort St. David ; and the reft, together with the 
artillery and (lores taken at Jumbakiftna, were carried into 
IVitchanopoly : after thefe and fome other ncceflary difpofitions were 
made, major Lawrence reprefented to the Nabob the neceffity of his 
marching without delay at the head of the confederate army into the 
Carnatic, where it was not to be doubted that the reputation of 
their late fuccefles would contribute greatly to reduce fuch for- 
trelfes as were in the intereft of Chunda-faheb, and facilitate the efta- 
bliftiment of his government over the province, from which he had 
hitherto received neither revenues nor afliftance. The Nabob acquicfced 
in this advice, but continued for feveral days to (hew an unaccountable 
backwardnefs, as often as he was preffed to put it into execution. The 
inconfiftency of this conduit perplexed all but the very few who were 
acquainted with the caufe ; and the Englifh had no conception of the 
difficulties which with-held him, when, to their very great aftonilh- 
ment, the Myforean explained the myftery, by refuting to march until 
the city of Tritchanopoly with all its dependencies was delivered up to 
him for fuch was the price he had (lipulated with the Nabob for his 
alfiftance. 

They had both, for every reafon, agreed to keep this important article 
a profound fecret ; but the Myforean had either not been able to conceal it 
from the fagacity of his fubfidiary the Morattoe, or perhaps hid made 
' the agreement by his advice.* It is certain that the Morattoe had all along 
preceded to turn it to his own advantage at a proper occafion : exccpt- 
i ing thefe principals, and their immediate fecretaries, not a man in the 
province had any idea of it. Great therefore was the general furprize and 
f anxiety when it was made public. 
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'75 2. The Nabob finding difiimulation no longer of any fervice, confcfied 

the truth when major Lawrence demanded an explanation of it ; pro- 
tefting that his extreme diftrefs alone had extorted a prorn ill* from iiini 
winch the Myforean himfelf might very well know was totally out of his 
p.jwer to perform. Tritchanopoly, he faid, was the Great Mogul’s, and 
hiin'elfi only a viceroy, appointed to govern it during the plcalure of that 
great prince : that the refigning of this important place to the govern- 
ment of an Indian king, would involve both himfelf and the Englifh 
in continual wars with the whole Mogul empire. In fliort, firmly re- 
folvedhat all events not to part with the place, he propofed to amufe the 
regent with a further promife of delivering it up within two months ; in 
which time he hoped, by collecting the large arrears due from the Arcof 
province, to repay the cxpences which the Myl'oreans had incurred by 
afl'ifting him. As a palliative for the prefent, he meant to give up the 
fort of Madura with its dependencies, which include a very, large diftriCt. 
Thefe terms he thought a full and ample recompence for all that the re- 
gent had done for him, more efpecially as the reduction of Chunda-faheb’s 
power had been an efiential advantage to the interefts of the Myforeans 
as well as to his own. Major Lawrence, whofe power was con- 
; fined to the operations of the field, waited for inftru&ions from the prefi- 
dency, who received at the fame time applications from both parties, fet- 
ting forth, as ufual, the fubjeCt in a very different manner. They pru- 
dently determined not to interfere in the difpute, unlcfs violence fhould 
be uled againff: the Nabob ; and profefling great friendffiip to the Myfo- 
rean, they ftrenuoufly recommended to both parties an amicable adjuff- 
ment of their differences. 

But thefe differences continued with great warmth j and in the long 
debates on this fubjebt, Moran-row condu&ed himfelf with fo much 
feeming impartiality, that he was chofen, with equal confidence on both 
fules, to be the mediator between them ; and the time being fixed for the 
conference, he came one evening into the city in great ftate, accom- 
panied by two commiffaries deputed by the' regent : they proceeded to 
the Nabob’s palace, where captain Dalton, as commander of the Englilh 
garrifon, was prelcnt. 
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The ufual ceremonies being over, the Morattoe with great deliberation 1752. 
and propriety enumerated the many obligations which the Nabob 
owed to the regent. He painted in lively colours the diftrefsful 
date of his affairs, when the regent gcneroufly undertook his caufe j at 
which time, although nominal lord of a country extending from the 
river Pennar to Cape Comorin, he really pofteffed no more of this 
great dominion than the ground inclofed by the walls of Tritchanopoly, 
where he was clofely bclieged by a much fuperior and implacable ene- 
my. He appealed to the Nabob for the truth of what lie aliened, and 
then demanded in form the delivery of the city and territory of Tritcha- 
nopoly, in confequcnce of the folemn agreement he had made with the 
Myforean, which he produced ligned and fealed. 

The Nabob, who expected this harangue, acknowledged the favours 
he dad received, and laid, that he was refolved to fulfil his engagements : 
but that being at this time in poflefiion of no other confiderable 
fortified town, it was impoflible to remove his family, which was 
very large, until he had, by reducing the Arcot province, got a 
place proper for their reception : he therefore demanded a refpite of 
two months, at the expiration of which he promifed to fend orders to 
his brother-in-law to deliver up the city. The Morattoe highly com- 
mended this refolution, and after fomc other vague difeourfe, he 
lignilied an inclination to fpeak to him in private, and deiired the 
commillaries to withdraw. As foon as they and the reft of the 
audience, excepting captain Dalton, were retired, changing his 
countenance from the folemnity of a negociator to the linile of 
a courtier, he told the Nabob, that he believed him endowed 
with too much fenfe to mind what he had faid before thole two 
ftupid fellows, meaning the commillaries : you mull likewife, laid he, 
think that I have too much difeernment to believe you have any 
intention of fulfilling the promile you have now made, flow could 
you anfwer to the Great Mogul the giving up lb confiderable a 
part of his dominion to fuch infignificant people : it would be the 
higheft abfurdity to think of it. Thcfe you may be allured are my 
real fentiments, whatever my private intereft may induce me to lay 
to the contrary in public. The Nabob was not a little delighted to find 
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him in this difpofition ; for it was his refentmcnt more than the regents 
that he dreaded ; and immediately made him a prefent of a draught on his 
treafury for 50,000 rupees promifing much more if he would reconcile 
matters, and divert the regent from infilling on the letter of the treaty. 
This the other allured him he would do though nothing was farther from 
his intentions. He was in reality the moll improper perlon that could 
have been chofen to adjull the difference. His views were, firll by ingra- 
tiating himfelf with the Nabob, to perfuade him to admit a large body 
of Morattoes into the city as the bell means of deceiving the regent into 
a belief that he really intended to give it up according to his promife ; 
and thefe military umpires would have been inflruded to feize on any 
opportunity that might offer of feducing or overpowering the reft of the 
garrifon ; and if this iniquitous fcheme fucceeded, he intended to keep rol- 
feflion of the city, which he had formerly governed, for himfelf. If there 
Ihouid be no opening for this plan, he determined to protract the difpute 
as long as poflible by negociations, during which he was lure of being 
kept in pay by the Myforcan, and did not doubt of having the addrefs 
to get conliderable prefents from the Nabob. When this double deal- 
ing fhould be exhaufted, he purpofed to make the Myforcan declare war, 
knowing that he had too great an opinion of the Morattoes to cany it on 
without continuing them in his fervice. 

The apprehcnlions of an immediate rupture obliged the Englilh troops, 
who had proceeded on the 1 6th of June as far as Utatoor, to return 
on the 18th to Tritchanopoly, for the Myforean had even threatened 
to attack the Nabob if he offered to march out of the city in order to 
join his European allies, as he had promifed. Their appearance, more 
than their remonftrances, produced an accommodation for the prefent. 
The Nabob made over to the regent the revenues of the iffand of Sering- 
ham, and of leveral other diftrids, impowering him to colled them 
himfelf; promifed again to deliver up Tritchanopoly at the end of 
two months; and in the mean time agreed to receive 700 men, 
provided they were not Morattoes, into the city. On thele condi- 
tions the Myforean agreed to affift him with all his force to re- 
duce the Arcot province. Neither fide gave any credit to the other, but 
both expeded advantages by gaining time. The Nabob knew that an 
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immediate declaration of war, would effectually flop the progrefs 1752. 
of his arms in the Carnatic, where he hoped to gain fome fignal v— 
advantage, whilfl: the regent delayed to commence hoililities again it 
him ; and the regent wiflied for nothing fo much as the depar- 
ture of the Nabob and the Englifli battalion, that he might carry 
on his fehemes to furprize Tritchanopoly, which he knew their pre- 
fence would render ineffectual. The excufes he made when prefled 
to march fufficiently explained his intentions ; and to fruftrate them, 

200 Europeans with 1 500 Sepoys were placed in garrifon in the city, 
under the command of captain Dalton, who was inftru&ed to take 
every precaution that might prevent a furprize. 

The battalion, now reduced to 500 men, together with 2 {00 
Sepoys, began their march on the 28th of June, accompanied by the Na- 
bob'at the head of 2000 horfe : thefe, with about the fame number of 
Peons left in Tritchanopoly, were all the force he commanded, for none 
of the numerous allies, which he faw himfclf at the head of a few days 
before, remained with him. The Tanjorines had rendered too great 
fcrvices to be refilled the permiffion of returning home; and the 
troops of the Polvgars were not obliged to ferve out of the dill rids of 
Tritchanopoly. The Myforeans and Morattoes remained in their en- 
campment to the well of the city, placing a detachment in Seringham 
Pagoda, which the Nabob had permitted them to take pofleflion of. 

The weaknefs to which the Nabob’s force was reduced by this 
fatal contort, and the apprehenfion of ftill worfe confequenccs from 
it, deftroyed the hopes which the Englifh had entertained a few days 
before, of carrying his arms in triumph againrt Velore or Ciingee. 

Their late fuccefs, inftead of inlpiring exultation, ferved only to imbit- 
ter the fenfe of their incapacity to reap any advantages from it. They 
marched away more with the fullennefs of men defeated, than with the 
alacrity of troops fluffed with victory ; and proceeding without any re- 
gular plan for their future operations, they followed the high road until 
thev came to Vol-kondah. 

J 

Here they halted for fome days, whilfl the Nabob negociatcd with 
the governor, who refilled to deliver up his fort, but took the oath of 
allegiance, and paying 80,000 rupees as a conflderation for the arrears that 
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1752. were due from him, gave fecurity for the punctual difcharge of the reve- 
* J nues of his diftrift in future. 

From hence the Nabob detached his brother Abdullwahab Khan with 
1 000 horfe to Arcot, appointing him his lieutenant of the countries to 
the north of the river Paliar ; and the reft of the army marching by 
Vcrdachillum, proceeded to Trivadi, where they arrived on the 6th of 
July, and found a garrifon of French Sepoys in die pagoda, who 
iuircndeitd on the firft lummons. Tlie troops then encamped in the 
neighbourhood, and major Lawrence leaving the command to captain 
Cingen, went for die recovery of his health into Fort St. David. This 
place was no longer the feat of the preiidcncy, which, by orders 
from England, had been removed, two months before, to its ancient 
I'elldence at Madrafs. 

The death of Chunda-fahcb, and the capture of Scringham, ftruck 
the inhabitants of Pondicherry with the deepeft confternation ; for 
excepting thole who received advantages from their employments in the 
war, few had ever approved ol the ambitious views of their governor, 
and fewer were perfonally attached to him. The haughtinefs and arro- 
gance ot his fpirit difgulled all who approached lrim : he exhibited 
on all occalions the oriental pomp, and marks of diftindtion, which he 
aflumed as the Great Mogul’s viceroy in the countries fouth of the Krift- 
11a ; infomuch that lie nad more than once obliged his own countrymen 
to fubmit to the humiliation of paying him homage on their knees. This 
domineering infolencc liad created him many enemies, who, with a 
fpirit of malice common to violent prejudices, were not forty to find 
their own fenfc of his romantic fchemes juftified by the late fignal dif- 
afters, which they hoped would deter him fiom prolecuting them any 
farther. But they did not know the man : difficulties and disappoint- 
ments, iriftead ol deprefiing him, only fuggclted the neceflity of exert- 
ing himfelf with more vigour. And indeed bis plan of gaining immenfc 
acquifitions in the Ocean liad been laid with fo much fagacity, that 
the fuccolleo of his arms to the northward already ballanced the difgrace 
they had fuilered at Scringham. 

In the month of February of the preceeding year, Salabat-jing the 
new Soubah with tne French troops under the command of Bufley 
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quitted the country of Cudapah where the unfortunate Murzafa-jing 1752. 
had been killed. On the 15th of March they came to Kanotil 
the capital of the Pitan Nabob by whofe hand that prince was flain, 
and it was determined that the city fhould atone for the treachery 
and rebellion of its Lord. The place was originally well fortified ; but 
fince it had been in the pofleflion of Pitans, thefe people, as avaricious 
as they arc brave, had fuffered the defences both of the town and its 
citadel to fall to decay ; and the river which runs clofc to the cky, had 
lately carried away 200 yards of the wall ; there were 4000 Pitans in 
the place, who attempted to defend this entrance ; but not accuftomed 
to the lire of licld pieces, were eafily put to flight : they retired into 
the caflle, feveral parts of which were likewife in ruins ; and the 
French troops animated by their fuccels, and led by Mr. Kerjcan, a 
nephev^ of Mr. Dupleix, flormed it, with great vivacity, where the 
breaches were moll practicable ; by which time the army of Salla- 
bat-jing came up, and aflilted with good will in putting all the garrilbn 
to the fword ; many of the inhabitants were likewife maflacred. The 
wife of the late Nabob and her two fons were made prifoners. 

The French doubtlcfs intended, by the unmerciful daughter cxcrcikd 
at the taking of this city, to fpread early the terror of their arms, 
through the countries in which they w'ere going to eftablilh themftlves, 
where no European force had ever before appeared : and in order 
to raife an opinion of their good faith and juftice, equal to the re- 
putation of their prowefs, Mr. Bulfcy immediately after Kanoul was 
taken, obliged Salabat-jing to fettle the fortune of Sadoudin Khan, tire 
infant fon of Murzafa-jing, their late ally and Soubah. lie received ike 
inveftiture of the government of Adoni, which had been the patrimony 
of his father, and as a juft reparation for the treachery that caulcd his 
death, the territory of the Nabob of Cudapah who planned the confpi- 
racy, and of Kanoul, by whofe arm he fell, were added to the feve- 
reignty of the young prince, which by the French accounts produced 
all together an annual revenue of near a million of pounds fterling. 

An example of generality, which, if true, could not tail to raife admi- 
ration in a country, where the merits oi the father are 10 feldom of 
advantage to the diftrelfes of the fon. 
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The army then trolled the Kriftna, between which and Goi- 
Kondah were polled 25000 Morattoes, employed by Gazy-o-din Khan, 
the eldell brother of Salabat-jing, and generalillimo of the empire, to 
oppofe their pallage towards the city. They were commanded by Ba- 
lazarow, the principal general of the Nanah, or king of all the Morratoe 
nations. A negotiation enfued, and the Morattoes, having hitherto 
received nothing from Gazy-o-din Khan, who was at Delhi, were ealily 
perfuaded, v/ith fome ready money, not only to retire, but all'o to 
make an alliance with the prince they were font to oppofe. 

Nothing more remained to obftrudt the pallage of the army, which 
entered Gol-Kondah in the proceffion of an eaftern triumph on the 2d of 
April. Salabat-jing was acknowledged Soubah without oppolition, and 
wont through the ceremony of fitting on the Mufnud or throne in 
public, and of receiving homage not only from his own immediate of- 
ficers, but alfo from mod of the governours of the neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

The ferviccs which the French battalion had rendered were now 
amply rewarded. A prefent fuppofed to he 1 00,000 pounds fieri ing, 
was given to the commander in chief, the other officers likewile re- 
ceived gratuities, and that of an enfign, amounted to 50,000 rupees. 
The monthly pay of a captain, befides the carriage of his baggage fur- 
niffied at Salabat-jing’s expence, was fettled at 1000 rupees, of a lieu- 
tenant at 500, of an enfign at 300, of a ferjeant at 90, and of a com- 
mon foldier at 60 rupees. The policy of Mr. Dupleix, in taking pol- 
fcffion of Malulipatnam, was now manifefted by the facility with 
which the army at Gol-Kondah was fupplied with recruits of men, 
{lores and ammunition from that port. 

In the mean time, Gazy-o-din Khan had obtained from the minidry 
at Delhi a commiffion for the Soubahdiip of the Decan, and the rumour 
of an army marching by his orders towards Brampour, determined Sa- 
labat-jing to proceed immediately to Aurcngabad. Pie left Gol-Kondah 
in the beginning of May, and during the rout, intelligence was received 
that l'everal principal men in the city had declared againd him, and 
Slianavaz-Khan, who had been the prime minider of Nazir-jing, and 
had ever fince his reconciliation with the French after the death 
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of that prince, accompanied the camp, now found means to efcape out 1752. 
of it, and went dire&ly to Aurengabad, where he contributed not 
a little to inflame the minds of the people againfl: Salabat-jing, deferib- 
ing him as a weak and infatuated prince, who had dishonoured the 
Mogul government, by fubjc&ing himfelf, and his authority, to the 
arbitrary will of a handful of infidels, who grafped at nothing Ids 
than the fovereignty of half the Mogul empire, under pretence of giv- 
ing afliftance to the rightful lords. 

Thefe reports were too well founded not to make an impreffion, and 
the confequences of them were fo much apprehended, that Salabat-iing 
did not think it fafe to appear in fight of the capital, before he had a died 
the dale but pompous ceremony of receiving from the hands of an em- 
baffiv^or, faid to be fent by the great Mogul, letters patent, appointing 
him viceroy of all the countries which had been under the jurifdidtion 
of his father Nizam-al-muluck. The man, no doubt as fictitious as 
the writings with which he was charged, was treated almofl. with as 
much reverence as would have been paid to the emperor, whom he 
pretended to reprefent. The prince himfelf, accompanied by the French 
troops, advanced a mile beyond the camp to meet him ; and the deli- 
very of the letters was fignified by a general ditcharge of all the 
cannon and mufketry in the army, after which Ire fat in ftate to 
receive homage from his officers Mr. Buffy, as the firll in rank, 
fetting the example. The army then continued their march to 
the city, where they arrived on the 18th of June, and found 
that their appearance, and the reputation of the Mogul’s favours, 
had fupprefled whatever commotions might have been intended. A 
few indeed knew for certain that Gazy-o-din Khan had received the 
commiffion affirmed by his brother, and was preparing to allert it at the 
head of an army ; but the voices of thefe were lofl amidft the clamours 
of a populace, impatient to fee a Soubah of the Decan, once more mak- 
ing his refidence in their city, which had been deprived of this advant- 
age ever fince the death of Nizam-al-muluck. 

The entry into Aurengabad was more fplendid and magnificent, than 
that which had been made at Gol-Kondah : and the city merited this 
preference, being next to Delhi, the moft populous and wealthy in 
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1752. the Mogul’s dominions : its inhabitants, when the Soubah is there, are 
computed at a million and a half of fouls. The French had a con- 
venient quarter albgncd them, to which Mr. Bully ftridfly obliged the 
troops to confine themfelves, left the difparity of manners fhould create 
broils and tumults which might end fatally. 

In the month of Auguft, Salabat-jing exhibited another ceremony 
to amufc the people, receiving a delegate from Delhi, who brought, 
as was pretended, the Serpaw or veft, with the fword, and other fymbols 
of lovereignty, which the Great Mogul fends to his viceroys on appoint- 
ment. But by this time, Balazarow appeared again at the head of 40,000 
men, ravaging the neighbouring countries. Battles and negotiations 
fucceeded one another alternately during the reft of the year, and until the 
end of May in the next, without producing cither a decilive victory, or 
a definitive treaty. The Morratoes would in more than one a&io;f have 
been fuccefsful had not the French battalion, and their field pieces, re- 
pulfed their onfets. Thefe fervices gave Mr. Bully fupreme influence 
in the councils of his ally, which, on hearing of the decline of Chunda- 
laheb’s affairs at Tritchanopoly, he employed to obtain a commiffion, 
appointing Mr. Dupleix himfclf Nabob of the Carnatic, notwithstand- 
ing that Chunda-faheb w f as ftill alive ; this, with fevcral other pompous 
patents, was fent to Pondicherry, and Salabat-jing promiled they fliould 
foon be followed by an embaflador from the Great Mogul. 

Mr. Dupleix publifhed thefe mandates and marks of favour to awe 
the Carnatic, aftonilhed and rendered wavering by the cataftrophe of 
Chunda-faheb : nor were thofe his only rcfources. He had been 
early apprized of the difeontent of the Myforeans at Tritchanopoly, 
and was already deeply engaged in fomenting their defection. The 
annual fhips from France arriving at the time Mr. Law' furrendered, 
brought a large reinforcement to Pondicherry, which he increafed, by 
taking the lailors, and fending Lafcars on board to navigate the fhips to 
China. Thus armed, and relying on no vain expeditions, the difafters 
at Seringham were fo far from inducing him to make any propofals of 
accommodation either to the Englifh Or the Nabob, that he immediately 
difeovered his intentions of continuing the war, by proclaiming Raja- 
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fohcb, the Ton of Chunda-faheb, Nabob of the province, in virtue of 1752. 
the pretended authority inverted in himfelf, and by ordering a body of ' v “ 
500 men to take the field. 

Mahomed-ally felt more feverely every day the bad confequences of his 
promife to the Myforean, for none but the moft infignificant chiefs in 
the province offered voluntarily to acknowledge him ; the reft waited to 
be attacked before they made their fubmiffion; and he being little 
{killed in military matters, but deeply fenfible of the decline of his 
fortune, conceived a notion, that the Englifti troops were capable of re- 
ducing the fortrefs of Gingee ; in this perfuafion he requefted of the 
prelidency in the moft preffing terms to render him this fervice, and they 
with too much complaifance determined to give him the fatisfadion of 
feejng the experiment tried, notwithrtanding that major Lawrence went 
to ivkdrafs on purpofe to reprefent the improbability of fucceeding in the 
attempt. 

Accordingly on the 23d of July, major Kincer, an officer lately ar- 
rived from Europe, marched with 200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 
600 of the Nabob’s cavalry, and the next day fummoned Villaparam, 
a fort twelve miles to the north of Trivadi : it lurrendered without 
making any refiftance. Proceeding on their march, they found 
difficulties increafe ; for the country 10 miles round Gingee is inclofed 
by a circular chain of mountains, and the roads leading through 
them are ftrong paffes, of which it is neceffary that an army at- 
tacking the place ffiould be in pofleffion, in order to keep the 
communication open. Major Kineer’s force being much too fmall to 
afford proper detachments for this fervice, he marched on with 
the whole to Gingee, where he arrived the 26th. The garrifon was 
fummoned to furrender, and the officer anfwered with civility, that he 
kept the place for the king of France, and was determined to defend it. 

The troops were in no condition to attack it; for by fome unaccountable 
prefumption, they had negleded to wait for two pieces of battering can- 
non, which were coming from Fort St. David. Mr. Dupleix no loaner 
heard that the Englifh had parted the mountains, than he detached 
300 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, with feven field pieces, who took pol- 
lefiion of Vickravandi, a town fituated in the high road, and not far 
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1752. diftant from the pafs through which the Englifh had marched ; upon 
which major Kineer, who upon a view of Gingee defpaircd of reducing 
it even with battering cannon, immediately repaffed the mountains, and 
being reinforced by the reft of the Nabob’s cavalry, and fome other 
troops from Trivadi, marched on the 2 6th of July, with 300 Europeans, 
500 Sepoys, a company of Coftrees, and 2000 horfe, to give the 
enemy battle. 

They were ported in a ftrong fituation. The greateft part of the 
town was encircled by a rivulet, which ferving as a ditch, was defended 
by a parapet, formed of the ruins of old houfes, and interrupted at 
proper intervals to give play to the cannon. The outward bank was 
in many parts as high as the parapet : and that part of the village 
which the rivulet did not bound might be eafily entered ; but the 
Englifh neglecting to reconnoitre before they began the attack, loa the 
advantages which they might have taken of thefe circumftances. 

They marched direCtly to the enemy, who, in order to bring on the 
engagement in that part where they were ftrongeft, appeared at firft 
drawn up on the outward bank of the rivulet, hut as foon as the field 
pieces began to fire, recrofted it with precipitation, and the appear- 
ance of fear. The Englifh, dated with the imagination of their panic, 
advanced to the bank, and leaving their field pieces behind, began the 
attack with the fire of their mufketry only. The enemy anlwcring 
it, both from mufketry and field pieces, and under ftielter, differed 
little lofs, and did much execution. The company of Englifh Coffees 
were firft flung into diforder by carrying off their wounded as they 
dropped, and foon after took flight ; they were followed by the Sepoys ■, 
and major Kineer in this inftant receiving a w'ound which difabled 
him, the Europeans began to waver likewife. The enemy perceiving 
the confufion, detached 100 of their beft men, amongft which were 
50 volunteers, who, crofiing the rivulet brifkly, advanced to the bank. 
The vivacity of this unexpected motion increafed the panic, and only 
14 grenadiers, with two enfigns, flood by the colours : thefe indeed 
defended them bravely, until they were rejoined by fome of the fugitives, 
with whom they retreated in order ; and the French, fatisfied with their 
fuccefi, returned to the village, having, with very little lofs to them- 
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(elves, killed and wounded 40 of the English battalion, which fuffered 1752. 
in this adtion more difgrace than in any other that had happened 
during the war : Major Kineer was fo affedted by it, that although he 
reoovered of his wound, his vexation brought on an illnefs, of which 
he fome time after died. 


The troops retreated to Trivadi, and the enemy, quitting Vickravandi, 
retook the fort of Villaparam, which they demolifhcd. Mr. Dupleix, 
animated by thefc fuccefles, flight as they were, reinforced them 
with all the men he could fend into the field ; the whole, confiding 
of 450 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 500 Mooriffi horfe, marched 
and encamped to the north of Fort St. David, clofe to the bounds j up- 
on which the Englifh and the Nabob’s troops quitted Trivadi, and 
cryjamped at Chimundelum, a redoubt in the bound hedge, three 
miles to the weft of St. David ; here they remained for fome days in- 
active, waiting for more troops from Madrafs, where the (hips from 
England had brought a reinforcement, confiding principally of two 
companies of Swifs, each of 100 men, commanded by officers of that 
nation. m 

To avoid the rifque and delay of a march by land, one of thefe 
companies was immediately embarked in Maffoolas, the common and 
flighted boats of the country, and ordered to proceed to Fort St. Da- 
vid by lea ; for it was not imagined that the French would venture 
to violate the Engliffi colours on this element : but the boats no fooner 
came in fight of Pondicherry than a (hip in the road weighed anchor, 
and feizing every one of the boats, carried the troops into the town ; 
where Mr. Dupleix kept them prifoners, and inlifted that the cap- 
ture was as juftifiable as that which had been made of his own troops 
at Seringham. 

As foon as the news of this lofs reached Madrafs, Major Lawrence 
embarked with the other company of Swifs, on board of one of the com- 
pany’s (hips, and arrived the 16th of Auguft at Fort St. David. 
The next day he took the command of the army, which con- 
fided of 400 Europeans, 1700 Sepoys, and 4000 of the Nabob’s troops, 
cavalry, and Peons, with eight field pieces. The enemy hearing of his ar- 
rival decamped in the night, and retreated to Bahoor, and finding them- 
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1752. felves followed, the next day went nearer to Pondicherry, and encamped 
V * W between the bound hedge and Villanour, from whence the command- 
ing officer fent a letter protefting againft the Englifli, for not refpe&in* 
the territory of the French company. Major Lawrence being inftrudtcd 
by the prefidency not to enter their antient limits, the bound hedge, 
unlefs they fhould fet the example, contented himfelf with attacking 
their advanced poll at Villanour, which they immediately abandoned, 
and their whole army retreated under the walls of the town. 

They (hewed fo little inclination to quit this fituation, that major 
Lawrence imagining nothing would entice them out of it, but a periiia- 
fion that the Englifli were more frightened than themfelves, retreated 
precipitately to Bahoor. The ftratagem took cited, not with the com- 
manding officer Mr. Kerjean, but with his uncle Mr. Dupleix, who 
ordered him to follow the Englifli, and take advantage of theirfup- 
pofed fears. The remonftrances of his nephew only produced a more 
peremptory order, in obedience to which Mr. Keijean marched, and 
encamped within two miles of Bahoor, where major Lawrence imme- 
diately made the neccffary difpolitions for attacking him. 

The troops began to march at three the next morning ; the Sepoys 
formed the firft line, the battalion the fecond, and the artillery were 
divided on the flanks ; the Nabob’s cavalry were ftationed to the right 
on the other fide of a high bank, which ran from the Englifli to the 
enemy’s camp : the attack began a little before the dawn of day. 
The Sepoys were challenged by the advanced ports, and not anfwer- 
ing, received their fire, which they returned, and ftill marching on 
came to an engagement with the enemy’s Sepoys, which lafted till 
day-light, when the French battalion were difeovered drawn up j 
their right defended by the bank, and their left by a large 
pond. The Englifli battalion halted to form their front equal to 
that of the enemy, who, during this operation, kept up a brifk 
fire from eight pieces of cannon, and continued it till the fmall arms 
began. The aftion now became warm, the Englifli firing as they ad- 
vanced, and the French (landing their ground until the bayonets met. 

This 
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This terrible crifis of modern war is generally determined in an inftant, 
and very few examples of it occur. The company of Engliffi grenadiers, 
with two platoons, broke the enemy’s center, on which their whole 
line immediately gave way, and no quarter being expected in fuch a 
conflict, they threw down their arms as incumbrances to their flight, 
this was the moment for the Nabob’s cavalry to charge as they had 
been inftru&ed but inftead of felting out in purfuit of the fugitives, 
they galloped into the camp, and employed themfelves in feizing the 
plunder ; however, the Sepoys picked up many of them. Mr. Kerjean, 
with 13 officers and 100 private men, were made prifoners, and a 
greater number were killed ; all the enemy’s artillery, ammunition, and 
ftores, were taken. Of the Engliffi battalion, 4 officers, and 78 pri- 
val'» men, were killed and wounded. 

This victory broke the enemy’s force fo effedually, that Mr. Dupleix 
was obliged to wait the arrival of farther reinforcements before he at- 
tempted any thing more in the field ; nor was this the only advantage 
obtained by it, for it checked the refolution which the Myforean had 
juft taken of declaring openly for the French. 

The Engliffi battalion no fooner quitted Tritchanopoly, than the 
regent fet about accomplifbing his fcheme to furprife the city, and by 
difburfing large fums of money, endeavoured to gain 500 of the Na- 
bob’s beft Peons, armed with firelocks. The Jemidars, or captains of 
thefe troops, received his bribes, and promifed to join the 700 Myforeans 
in the garrifon whenever they ffiould rife. Captain Dalton receiving fome 
hints of the confpiracy, kept ward in the city with as much vigilance 
as if he had been in an enemy’s country, and caufed the artillery on the 
ramparts to be pointed every evening inwards on the quarters of the 
Myforeans, and of the fufpeded Peons. 

Thefe precautions naturally alarmed thofe who had been treating 
with the regent ; but ftill none of them made any difeovery ; where- 
upon, at a general review of arms ordered for this purpofe, he di- 
rected their flints to be taken out of their matchlock s, under pre- 
tence of fupplying them with fome of a better fort. This convincing 
them that their practices were difeovered, the Jemidars came and 
confcfled all that had pafied, imploring forgivenefs : each brought 
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1752. the fum he had received, and that of the principal man was 16,000 
rupees. They protefted that they had no view in taking the 
money, but to keep their troops from ftarving, who had fcarcely re- 
ceived any pay from the Nabob for nine months; and as a proof that they 
had no intention of affifting the Mvforean in his defigns, they laid, that 
not one of them had removed his wife and family out of the city. Cap- 
tain Dalton made them few reproaches, but ordeicd them to march 
with their troops the next morning to join the Nabob’s army at Tri- 
vadi. The regent finding this lcheme fruftrated, hired two fellows 
to flioot captain Dalton as he walked on the ramparts, who luckily re- 
ceiving intelligence of their defign a few hours before they intended to 
put it in excution, fent a detachment which took them prifoners in 
the houfc where they had concealed thetnielves with their arms. One 
was fullen, and laid little, but the other confcfled the whole, arm de- 
clared, that three more were engaged in the plot, who had undertaken 
to watch the gate of the palace, and (hoot Kiroodin Khan, the Nabob’s 
brother-in-law, when he ttiould come out on the tumult which the death 
of the Englifh commander would naturally occafion ; hut thefe, on fee- 
ing the foldiers march to the houfe, had made their efcape. The regent, 
when reproached for this treachery, denied that he had any knowledge 
of it. He employed, however, Morari-row to follicit the pardon of the 
affaflins ; and the friendship of the Morattoc being at this time thought 
very valuable, Kiroodin Khan granted his requeft, but did not reprieve 
the men before they had gone through the ceremony of being fattened 
to the muzzles of two field pieces in fight of the whole garrifon drawn 
up under arms. Five days after two other Myforeans came to the 
Jemidar, who commanded 180 Sepoys at one of the gates of the city, 
and attempted to feduce him j but this officer, an old and faithful 
fervant of the company, fecured the fellows, and carried them to 
captain Dalton. The articles figned by the regent were found on 
them, which leaving no room for equivocation, they confefled the 
fad, and were the next morning blown from the muzzles of two 
field pieces. This execution ftruck fuch a terror, that the regent 
could not get any more of his own people to undertake fuch commif- 
fions ; and having remained quiet for fome days, he at length pitched 
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upon one Clement Poverio, a Neapolitan, who commanded a com- 
pany of Topafles in the Nabob’s fervice, and had often the guard over 
the French prifoners in the city. This man, trading a good deal, went 
frequently into the camp of the Myforeans, which gave the regent an 
opportunity of making application to him in perlon. He a flu red Pove- 
rio that he had, befldes the Myforeans in garriion, a ftrong party in 
the city, and offered great rewards if he would join them on the firft 
commotion. The Neapolitan gave him caufe to believe he was to be 
wrought upon, but faid he muft firft found the difpofition of his officers ; 
and on his return he made a faithful report to captain Dalton of what 
had pafl'ed. He was ordered to return to the camp the next morning 
with inftru&ions how to proceed, and conducted himfelf fo dexteroufly, 
that^a few conferences intirely gained him the confidence of the regent. 
Having fettled the plan of operations, he brought to captain Dalton 
the agreement figned by the regent and himfelf, fealed with the great 
feal of Myfore ; it was fpecified, that captain Poverio fhould receive 
20,000 rupees for himfelf, and 3000 more to buy firelocks, in order 
to arm the French prifoners, who were to be let out the firft time his 
company took the guard over them ; he was at the fame time tofeize on 
the weftern gate of the city, near which the Myforeans were encamped, 
and to hoift a red flag, on which fignal the whole army were to move, 
and enter the town. 

On the day fixed for the execution of this enterprize, all the can- 
non that could be brought to bear on the Myfore camp were well manned, 
and above 700 mufkeears, Europeans and Sepoys, were concealed in 
the travevfcs and works near the weftern gateway, with a great num- 
ber of hand grenades ; the reft of the garrifon was under arms, and 
the Mvibreans would certainly have fuffered feverely ; but the fears of 
the Nabob’s brother-in-law put a flop to the enterprize. He was appre- 
henfive that the attempt might fucceed, and to avoid the rifque, fent 
a meflenger to upbiatd the regent, and to acquaint him that the gar- 
rifon were prepared to receive him. 

The regent thinking himfelf no longer fafe under the cannon of the 
city, decamped, and fixed his head quarters three miles to the weftward, 
at tlie Pagodas of Warior, which were garrifoned by Englifli Sepoys ; 
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1752. but finding that captain Dalton had reinforced this port, he moved 
rrTv n J - again, and encamped near Scringham. 

The mutual diflruft incrcafed daily, although the outward appearance 
of friendfliip fubfifted ; for the regent fent every day one of his prin- 
cipal officers to enquire after captain Dalton’s health, in order to have 
an opportunity of difcovering what he was doing. When the two months 
ffipulated for the delivery of the city were expired, he fent four of his 
great men in form to demand the furrender of it ; but Kiroodin 
Khan, a man haughty and infoknt, when no danger was near, flew out 
into a pafiion, and reproaching the commiflfarics with the treacherous and 
clandeftine practices of their prince, produced the agreement with cap- 
tain Poverio, figned and fealed, and then told them plainly, that they 
had no city to expedt, but ihould be paid tire money which the regent 
had difburfed, as foon as the Nabob’s finances were in a bettej/con- 
dition. 

The regent pretended to be much offended with this anfwer; how- 
ever, after feme confideration, he lent his minifter to lay the accounts 
before the Nabob, declaring, that he was willing to relinquilh his 
claim to Tritchanopoly, provided the money was immediately paid. 
This appearance of moderation was only intended to leflen the Nabob’s 
character with the publick, and to juftify the meafures he was deter- 
mined to take himfelf ; for he was too well acquainted with his cir- 
cumftances, to imagine him able to pay fo large a fum, which, by 
the accounts he produced, amounted to 8,50.0,000 rupees. 

There now remained little hopes of reconciling the difference, 
which Mr. Duplcix had from the beginning diligently inflamed : 
knowing that it was the intereft of the Morattoes to protradt a 
war, he addreffed himfelf particularly to Moran-row, who continu- 
ally received prefents and letters from him, as alfo from his wife. In 
thefe letters the Englifli were reprefented as a plodding mercantile 
people, unacquainted with the art of war, and not fit to appear in the 
field, oppofed to a nation of fo martial a genius as the French ; and the 
fuccels at Seringham was totally aferibed to the valour and activity of 
the Morattoc cavalry. 
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Morari-row having fettled his plan, eafily perfuaded the regent to ac- 1752. 
quiefce to it, and embalfadors were feftt to Pondicherry, where ^ 
a treaty was foon concluded, and war refolved : Mr. Dupleix promi- 
sing to take Tritchanopoly, and give it to the Myforeans. In confc- 
quence of this alliance, Innis Khan, with 3000 Morattoes, was de- 
tached from Seringham in the middle of Auguft, with inftruttions to 
join the French, but firft to go to the Nabob's camp, and endeavour to 
get fome money from him ; for this objett never failed to be interwoven 
in all Morari-row’s fchemes. The detachment taking time to plunder 
the province as they marched along, were at fome diflance from the 
coaft when they received news of the battle at Bahoor : Startled at this 
fucccfs, Innis Khan halted, waiting for farther inftruttions from 
Trisha nopoly, in confequence of which he joined the Nabob, 
with great protestations of friendship and Seeming joy at the late event, 
pretending to lament that he had not come up in time to have a Share in 
it ; and in order to accomplish his intention of getting money, he did 
not hefitate to take the oath of fidelity to the Nabob. 

Major Lawrence, notwithstanding his late fuccefs at Bahoor, did not 
think it prudent to engage in any farther operations, whilst he remained 
in uncertainty of the refolution which thefe Morattoes might take ; but 
as foon as they joined him, he moved from Fort St. David toTrivadi, 
and prepared to employ the remainder of the lealon before the rains be- 
gan, in reducing the country between Pondicherry and the river Paliar. 

At the fame time the Nabob requested the prefidency to fend a force to 
attack Chinglapet and Cobelong, two Strong holds, Situated to the north 
of that river, which Icept in fubjettion a considerable tratt of country, 
and from whence detachments frequently plundered the territory be- 
longing to the Nabob and the company. 

Madrafs was able to furnifh no more than 200 European recruits, juft 
arrived from England, and, as ufual, the refufe of the vileft employ- 
ments in London, together with 500 Sepoys newly raifed, and as un- 
experienced as the Europeans. Such a force appeared very unequal to 
the enterprize of laying Siege to Strong forts ; and it could hardly be ex- 
petted that any officer, who had acquired reputation, would rifque it by 
taking the command of them ; but captain Clive, whofe military 
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1752. life had been a continued option of difficulties, voluntarily offered his 

’"’ vW fervice on this occafion, notwithftanding that his health was at this 
time much impaired by the excefs of his former fatigues. 

The troops, with four 24 pounders, marched on the 10th of Sep- 
tember againft Cobelong. This fort, called by the Moors Saudet 
Bundor, and fituated twenty miles fouth of Madras, and within muf- 
ket (hot of the fea, was built by An’war-adean Khan, near the ruins 
of another belonging to the Oftend company. The French gotpoffef- 
fion of it in the beginning of the year 1750 by a ftratagem. A 
fhip anchored in the road, making fignals of diftrefs, and the Moors 
who repaired on board were told, that mod of the crew had died 
of the feurvy, and that the reft would perifli likewile, if they were not 
permitted to come alhorc immediately, fince they were no longer 
able to navigate the veffel. The Nabob’s officer, in hopes of^oeing 
well paid, granted their requeft, on which thirty Frenchmen of 
lean and yellow phyfiognomies, counterfeiting various kinds of in- 
firmities, were admitted, and having arms concealed under their cloaths, 
overpowered the garrifon in the night. The fort had no ditch but a 
ftrong wail, flanked by round towers, on which were mounted thirty 
pieces of cannon, and it was garrifoned by 50 Europeans and 300 
Sepoys. 

The Englifh troops arrived in the evening at an eminence about two 
miles to the weftward, from whence half of them marched in the night 
under the command of lieutenant Cooper, to take poifeffion of a garden, 
fituated about 600 yards to the fouth of the fort. At break of day 
tiie garrifon detached 30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys, who, advancing 
to the garden unobferved, began to fire through fevcral large crevices 
in the gate, which was in a ruinous condition, and a fhot killed 
lieutenant Cooper. The troops were fo terrified by this alarm, and 
by the death of their officer, that they fled precipitately out of the gar- 
den, and would probably have run back to Madrafs, had they not been 
met by captain Clive advancing with the reft of his force, who obliged 
them, not without difficulty, and even violence, to rally, and return 
with him to the garden, which the enemy abandoned on his ap- 
proach. 
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The next day he fent a fummons to the French officer, who an- 
fwcred that the fort belonged to the king of France, and that if 
the Englifh committed any hoftilities, his nation would deem it a 
declaration of war ; he therefore expected that they would im- 
mediately withdraw, but if they perfirted, and attacked the place, 
he and his garrifon were determined to die in the breach. This 
hindering language proceeded from his reliance on a reinforce- 
ment of 700 Sepoys and 40 Europeans, which Mr. Duplcix had 
detached from Pondicherry to Chinglapet, with orders to the of- 
ficer commanding there to introduce them at all events into Cobclong. 
The Englifh the next day began to eredt a battery between the 
garden and the Fort, at the diftancc of 300 yards from the walls, 
and^ at the fame time placed a ftrong guard on a rock about 100 
yards" to the left of the battery. The enemy brought many of 
their guns to bear upon the face of attack, and fired fmartly ; 
whild it was with the greateft difficulty the Engliih troops could be 
kept to their ports, both Europeans and Sepoys taking flight on every 
alarm: an unlucky (hot, which ftruck the rock," and with the 
fplinters it made, killed and wounded fourteen men, frightened the 
whole fo much, that it was fome time before they would venture to 
expofe thcmfelves again, and one of the advanced ccntries was found 
feveral hours after concealed in the bottom of a well. 

Captain Clive judging that ffiamc would avail more than feverity 
to reclaim them from their cowardice, expofed himfelf continually 
to the hotteft of the enemy’s fire, and his example brought them in two 
days to do their duty with fome firmnefs. On the third, intelligence 
was received that the party from Chinglapet were advanced within 
four miles, on which he immediately marched with half his force 
to give them battle; but they, on hearing of his approach, re- 
treated with great precipitation. On the fourth at noon, the bat- 
tery was finiffied, and jurt as the Engliih were preparing to fire, 
to his great furprize, he received a meflage from the com- 
manding officer, offering to furrender at difcrction, provided he 
was permitted to carry away his own effedts: thefe terms were 
immediately accepted, and the Englifh before the evening received into 
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1752. the place, where it was found that all the effects of the commandant con- 
fiflcd of a great number of turkies, and a great quantity of fnuff, 
commodities in which he dealt. Befides the cannon mounted on the 
walls, there were found 50 other pieces of the larged: calibres, which 
proved to be part of the artillery that the company had lod at Madrafs, 
when taken by Mr. De la Bourdonnais. 

The next morning Captain Clive, walking out at day-break, difeovered a 
large body of troops eroding a fmall river that runs about half a 
mile to the wed of the Fort, and concluding that they were the rein- 
forcement coming again from Chinglapct, immediately hadened back 
to the garden, where the greated part of his force was quartered, 
and poded them in ambufeade amongd the rocks and underwood, 
which commanded the high road : he was not deceived in his 
conjedurc ; for the commanding officer at Chinglapct having 
received the day before a letter from the officer at Cobelong, 
advifing him that the place could not hold out 24 hours unlefs 
relieved, determined to make an effort more vigorous than the former, 
and being ignorant of the ffirrender, intended to liirprize the Englifli 
camp early in the morning. The Nabob’s colours were hoided in the 
Fort, and thefe being white, lkirted with green, were at a didance mil- 
taken by the enemy for their own flag; which confirmed their notion 
that the place dill held outs and they continued to advance with 
great fecurity, until the whole party were within reach of the troops in 
ambufeade, who then gave their fire from all fides with great vivacity. 
It fell heavy, and in a few minutes druck down 1 00 men - t the red 
were fo terrified that not more than half retained even prefence of mind 
to provide for their fafety by flight : the commanding officer, 2.5 Euro- 
peans, and 250 Sepoys, with 2 pieces of cannon, were taken : thofe who 
fled, flinging away their arms, hurried to Chinglapet, where they 
communicated no fmall condernation, of which captain Clive de- 
termined to take advantage by marching with the utmod expedition 
againd the place. 

It is fituated 30 miles wed of Cobelong, 40 fouth wed of Madrafs,. 
and within half a mile of the northern bank of the river Paliar. The 
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French took poflefiion of it in the beginning of the proceeding year, 1752. 
when their troops marched out of Pondicherry with Chunda-faheb to '-"■v— J 
reduce the Arcot province. It was, and not without reafon, ef- 
teemed by the natives a very ftrong hold. Its outline, exclufive of 
fome irregular projections at the gateways, is nearly a parallelogram, 
extending 400 yards from north to fouth, and 320 from eaft to 
weft. The eaftern and half the northern fide, is covered by a con- 
tinued fwamp of rice fields, and the other half of the north, to- 
gether with the whole of the weft fide, is defended by a large lake. 
Inaccefiible in thefe parts, it would have been impregnable, if the 
fouth fide had been equally fecure, but here the ground is high, 
and gives advantages to an enemy. The Indian engineer, whoever he 
was that creClcd the Fort, feerns to have exceeded the common 
reach of his countrymen in the knowledge of his art, not only by 
the choice of the fpot, but alfo by proportioning the ftrength of 
the defences to the advantages and disadvantages of the fituation : 
for the fortifications to the fouth are much the ftrongeft, thofe oppo- 
fite to the rice fields fomething weaker, and the part that is ikirted 
by the lake is defended only by a flender wall : a deep ditch 60 feet wide, 
and faced with ftone, a faufl'e-braye, and a ftone wall 1 8 feet high, 
with round towers on and between the angles, form the defences to 
the land : nor are thefe all, for parallel to the fouth, eaft and north 
fides of thefe outward works, are others of the fame kind repeated 
within them, and thefe joining to the flender wall which runs to 
the weft along the lake, form a lecond enclofure or fortification. 

The garrifon confided of 40 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, and there 
were 1 5 pieces of cannon mounted in the place. 

A battery confifting of four twenty four pounders, was railed to the fouth 
about 500 yards from the wall, which refilling at this diftance longer 
than was expected, the guns were removed and mounted within 200 yards,, 
and from hence in 4 days they made a breach through both the out- 
ward and inward wall ; but ftill the ditches remained to be drained 
and filled up, and even then a much greater number than the beliegcra 
might have been eafily repulfed. But the olficer, on feeing the Englilh 
preparing to make approaches to the outward ditch, took it into his 
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175 2- head that he had fufficiently averted the honour of his nation, and 
hung out the flag to capitulate, offering to give up the place if the 
garrifon were permitted to march away with the honours of war. 
Captain Clive thinking that the rifque of ftorming a place fo 
capable of making an obftinate refinance, was not to be put in com- 
petition with the ideal honour of reducing the garrifon to feverer 
term?, immediately complied with the enemy’s propofals, who on the 
31ft. of Odober evacuated the Fort, and marched away to Pondi- 
cherry. 

A garrifon of Europeans and Sepoys, under the command of 
an Englifh officer, was placed in Chinglapet, and fometirne after, at 
the Nabob’s requeft, the fortifications of Cobelong were blown up. The 
capture of thefe two places completed the reduction of all the coun- 
try that remained unfubdued to the north of the river Paliar, be- 
tween Sadrals and Arcot. 

The health of captain Clive declining every day after this expedi- 
tion, obliged him not only to quit the field, but alfo to take the re- 
iolution of returning to his native country. He left Madrafs in the be- 
ginning of the next year, univerfally acknowledged as the man 
whole example fir ft roufed his countrymen from the lethargy, into 
which they were plunged before the fiege of Arcot, and who by 
a train of uninterrupted fucccffes, had contributed more than any 
other officer to raile the reputation of their arms in India. 

During thefe fieges, major Lawrence, accompanied by the Nabob, 
advanced from Trivadi to Vandewaffi. This place, fituated 20 miles 
to the north of Gingee, was under the government of Tuckia-faheb , 
who had, as well as Chunda-faheb, and Mortiz-ally, married one of the 
fillers of the Nabob, Subdcrally Khan : the widow of that unfortu- 
nate prince, together with his pofthumous and only furviving fon, 
called Ally Doaft Khan, refided with Tuckia-faheb in the Fort. It 
was imagined that a place capable of lending forth fuch pretenders 
to difturb the title of Mahomcd-ally, would have been attacked with 
the utmoft vigour ; but the Nabob was in fuch did refs for money, 
that he preferred to liften to the offers which Tuckia-faheb made to 
ranfom his town and fort from hoftilities. Whilft an officer deputed 
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for this purpofe was fettling the terms, a cannon fliot from the 1752. 
fort was by fome accident fired into the camp. The Sepoys, ' “ 
vexed at the negotiation, which difappointed their expectations of 
plunder, feized on this opportunity to break it off, and under pre- 
tence of refenting the infult, rufhed into the Pettah, and broke 
open the houfes: the poor furprized inhabitants were incapable of 
making refiflance ; but it being apprehended that the garrifon might 
fally from the fort, a party of Europeans were fent to fuppurt the 
Sepoys. Tuckia-faheb, ignorant of the caufe of this fudden aft of 
violence, imputed it to treachery, and ordered his garrifon to lire ar 
the troops they faw in the Pettah. This brought on farther hofti- 
lities, the Engliih bombarding the fort with two mortars, and the 
garrifon keeping up a conftant fire from their mufketry and can- 
non until morning ; when a parly enfued, which explaining matters, 
the troops were recalled out of the Pettah, and the contribution was 
fettled at 00,000 rupees, which were paid the lame day. 

The Morrattoes during this expedition were continually roaming for 
plunder, which they took indifferently, as well in the countries acknow- 
ledging the Nabob as in the diflrrids of difaffeded chiefs ; at the 
fame time that they were doing this mifehief, they expeded to be 
paid only becaufe they had it in their power to do more by openly 
joining his enemies. 

The army returned from Vandewafhto Trivadi, where they prepared 
to canton themfelves during the rainy monfoon, which began on the 3 1 ft 
of Odober at night, with the moll violent hurricane that had been 
remembered on the coafl ; the rain that fell continually for fevcral 
days after laid the whole country under water, and fpread fitch a lick- 
nefs amongft the troops, as obliged them on the 15th, of November* 
to retire to fort St. David ; which place affording quarters only for the 
Englifh, moft of the Nabob’s men, unaccuftotned to remain in the 
field in this inclement feafon, left him, and went to their homes. 

By this time the regent at Seringham, perceiving that the Nabob 
and the Englifh had made fo little advantage of their fuccefs at Bahoor, 
recovered from the conflernation he had been ffruck with by that event;, 
and he no fooner heard that they had returned into winter quarters* than 

he 



272 The War of Coromandel. Book IV. 

1752. he Tent away Morari-row, with all his Morattoes excepting 500, to 
Pondicherry; and Innis Khan, with thofe under his command, quitted 
the Nabob at Trivadi in the beginning of November, but not with-, 
out having got fome of the money received at Vandewafh. Mr. Dupleix 
promifed to fend fome Europeans to Seringham, and the regent 
hoping to divert the garrifon of Tritchanopoly from making any 
attempt againft him before they arrived, pretended that he had no 
dcfign to make war with the Nabob, and that Morari-row had 
left him in confcquence of a difpute that had arifen on fettling their 
accounts ; but notwithstanding this declaration, his patrolcs of horfe 
flopped, and carried to his camp all the provifions that were coming 
to the city : the effects of this hoftility were foon felt ; and the prefi- 
dency of Madrafs, who in confideration of his pretenlions to Tritch- 
anopoly, had hitherto declined to take revenge of his treacherous 
attempts to get poffeffion of it, now thought it time to treat him as a 
declared enemy. 

In confequence of this refolution, captain Dalton on the 23d of 
December marched out of the City at 10 o’Clock at night, with the 
greateft part of the Europeans and Sepoys, to beat up his camp, which 
extended under the northern wall of Seringham ; but the regent himfelf 
with a conliderable guard remained within the pagoda. An artillery offi- 
cer with 3 pieces of cannon was previoufly ported on the fouthern 
bank of the Caveri, oppolitc the pagoda, with orders to create what 
alarm he could by throwing fhot into the place, as foon as he 
lhould hear the fire of the mufketry in the camp : the troops 
pa (fed the Caveri at Chucklcy-apollam, and then eroding the illand 
marched along the bank of the Coleroon, till they came within a 
quarter of a mile of the enemy’s camp, when they halted in order 
to refrefh themfclves, and to form for the attack : but on the review it 
was found that no lefs than 500 of the Sepoys were abfent, having as 
they afterwards affirmed, inadvertently miffed the line of march in 
the dark •, however the reft not appearing difeouraged, it was deter- 
mined to proceed : they were divided into two bodies, the firft marched 
only four in front, being defigned to penetrate through the camp, 
firing two to the right, and two to the left ; whilft the other, drawn up in a 

more 



Book IV. History op the Carnatic. 273 

more compact manner, were ordered to halt as foon as they came 1752. 
amongft the tents, and there remain as a fupport to the firft party ; ''-“v""- 
who moving on, found the enemy’s advanced guard fall afleep, 
and difpatching them with their bayonets, entered the camp without 
oppofition, and to the right and left began a brifk fire from front to 
rear. The alarm was inftantly fpread, and produced fuch con Hern a- 
tion, that nothing was heard but the fhrieks of men wounded, 
and the outcries of others warning their friends to fiy from the 
danger. The enemy, according to their fenfelefs cuftom, raifed a 
number of blue lights in the air, in order to difeover the motions 
of the column, but thefe lights ferved much better to diredt the 
fire againft themfelves ; in the mean time thole within the pagoda 
manned the walls, but refrained from firing for fear of killing 
their own people in the camp, who in lefs than an hour were 
totally dilperfed •, and if the Englifh had brought with them 
a petard, they would probably have got into the pagoda, and 
have finifhed the war by fecuring the perlon of the regent. Every 
thing being now quiet, the Sepoys were permitted to take as many 
horfes as they could conveniently lead away, and marching foremoil: 
out of the camp, were followed by the Europeans in good order; 
but by this time, the Myforeans within the pagoda, finding by the ex- 
tinction of the lights, that none of their own army remained within 
reach, began to fire linartly from the walls, and killed and wounded 20 
men, of whom leven were Europeans. 

The troops reached the city by day break, when they difeovered 
the enemy returning to the illand, who immediately 11 ruck all their 
tents, and retired into the pagoda. This fufiiciently fine wed their 
panic ; but neverthelefs it was evident that their continuance in 
the neighbourhood would prevent the inhabitants from bringing 
in provifions, of which they began already to feel the want ; 
captain Dalton therefore determined to bombard the pagoda, not 
doubting, that if he could drive the enemy out of it, their fears 
would deter them from encamping again within a night’s march. 

With this view he fent half his force the following night •' 
acrofs the river, and dillodged them from a great choultry that 
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1752. ftands by the water fide, diredly oppofite to the fouth-gate of Sering- 
hamj the building was 100 feet fquare, and 30 high? a great number 
of Cooleys were immediately fet to work, and before morning they 
inclofcd the choultry with a ftrong entrenchment, and likewife made a 
parapet with fand bags round the roof, on which two field pieces were 
mounted. As it was not doubted that the enemy would make an 
effort to recover a port fo capable of molefting them, captain Dalton 
determined to fupport it with the reft of his force : the bed of the 
Caveri having at this time little or no water, he took poll: over- 
againft the choultry, on the fouthern bank of the river j where a 
little wall ferved the party as a parapet ; they had with them four 
field pieces, which might eafily flank the choultry, as the river in this 
part was only 400 yards wide : the enemy remained quiet till noon, 
when having fufficiently intoxicated themfelves with opium, they be- 
gan to fwarm out in great numbers j but the field pieces kept them for 
Ibme time at a diftance, every fliot doing execution. During the can- 
nonade a party of the Nabob’s Sepoys crofted the river, and taking 
pofleffion of a fmall choultry at a little diftance to the right of the 
other, began to fire from this untenable poft ; upon which a body 
of 300 Morattoe horfe galloped up to attack them, but before they 
arrived the Sepoys took flight ; feveral of them were cut to pieces, 
and the reft recrofling the river, ran into the city j the Morattoes, en- 
couraged by this fuccefs, now galloped up towards the entrenchment 
of the great choultry, where they were fufiered to come fo near, 
that feveral of them made ufe of their fabres acrofs the parapet be- 
fore the troops within gave fire, which then began, and feconded 
by that of the four pieces of cannon on the other fide of tire river, 
ftruck down a great number of men and horfes, and obliged the enemy 
to retire in confufion : • in this inftant an officer took it into his head 
to quit his poft and pafs the river, in order to give captain Dalton 
information concerning the artillery : fomc of the foldiers feeing this, 
imagined that he went away through fear, and concluding that things 
were worfc than appeared to them, followed his example, and ran out 
of the entrenchment ; which the reft perceiving, a panic leized the 
whole, and they left the poft with the greateft precipitation, not- 
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withftanding they had the minute before given three huzza's, on the 1752 
retreat of the Morattoes : a body of 3000 My fore horfo, who were '"* Y * 
drawn up on the bank, immediately galloped into the bed of the 
river j and charging the fugitives with fury, cut down the whole party 
excepting 1 5 men : flatbed with this fucccfs, they made a pufli 
at captain Dalton’s divifion on the other fide. All thefc motions 
fucceeded one another fo rapidly, that he had hardly time to put 
his men on their guard j more efpecially as many of them had caught 
the panic, from having been fpe&ators of the maflacre of their comrades : 
however fome of the braveft hearkening to his exhortations flood firm by 
the artillery ; their behaviour encouraged the Sepoys, who made a ftrong 
fire from behind the little wall in their front, which, accompanied 
by the grape-fhot of the four field pieces, foon abated the ardour 
of the enemy, and obliged them to retreat, leaving fome horfes, 
whofe riders fell within 20 yards of the muzzles of the guns : captain 
Dalton then advanced a little way into the bed of the river, where 
he remained, till he had collected the dead and wounded. Not 
a man who efcaped could give any reafon why he quitted his poll, 
all of them acknowledging that at the time when they took flight 
only one man in the entrenchment was wounded, and that they 
had nine barrels of ammunition. 

This dilafter diminifhed the ftrength of the garrifon near one half, 
not by the number, but the quality of the troops that were loft ; 
for the killed and difabled were 70 Europeans, and 300 of the beft 
Sepoys, together with the Lieutenants Wilkey and Crow ; who having 
endeavoured in vain to rally the men, gallantly determined to ftay 
in the intrenchmcnt, where they were cut to pieces. No farther hopes 
therefore remained of driving the regent out of Seringham ; on the 
contrary, it became neccfiary for the garrifon, thus lefiened, to give 
their whole attention to the fecurity of the city, and all negotia- 
tions between the Nabob and the regent being at an end, captain 
Dalton turned out the 700 Myforeans, fuftering them to retire peace- 
ably with their arms and baggage j but he detained their commander 
Gopaulrauze, the regent’s brother, permitting him however to keep 
fuch domefticks as he thought proper. 
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But left: the enemy ihould imagine that he was totally difpirited, if 
he remained inactive, Captain Dalton determined to make fome 
attempt, which, at the fame time that it might be executed 
without much rifque, might make them believe he was ftill in a 
capacity to ait in the field. They had a poft about four miles well 
of Tritchanopoly, at a pagoda called Velore, where the guard preven- 
t'd the country people from carrying provi lions into the city. The 
pagoda had a ftrong ftone wall, and they had choakcd up the great 
gate with mud, leaving at the bottom a wicket, by which only on.* 
man could enter at a time, and this they carefully Unit every evening : 
30 Europeans marched in a dark night, and having concealed them- 
fclvcs in a watercourfe near the gate, a lerjeant of artillery, carrying 
a barrel of gunpowder with a long faulage to it, went forward, 
and, digging, placed the barrel under the wicket unoblerved, al- 
though the centinel was fitting at the top of the gate ringing a 
moorilh fong : the cxplolion not only brought down the mud-work, 
but alfo blew up the terrace of the gateway, with the guard afleep on 
it, fo that the foldiers entered immediately without difficulty, and 
having frelb in their memory the lofs of their comrades at the choul- 
try, put all the Myforeans they met to the fword. 

The regent, convinced by this exploit that famine would be the 
fureft means of reducing the garrifon, ordered a party of 200 horfe 
to lay on the plain every night, between the city and the country 
of the Polygar Tondeman, from whence only provifions were ob- 
tained: they feized fome of the people bringing in rice, and ac- 
cording to their barbarous cuftom, cut off their nofes, and fent them 
thus mangled to Tritchanopoly. This cruelty ftruck fuch a terror, that 
for fome days no one would venture to bring in fupplies : in order 
therefore to diflodge this detachment, 400 men, Sepoys and Euro- 
peans, with two field pieces, marched in the evening and took pof- 
feffion of the ground where they ufed to pafs the night; the 
enemy coming up fome time after, did not difcover their dan- 
ger before they received the fire of the troops, which immediately 
put them to flight, and by their outcries it was imagined they fuffered 
confiderably. 


Whatever 
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Whatever might be their lofs, the furprize ftruck fuch a terror, that 1752. 
no more fmall detachments could be prevailed on to remain within 
reach of the garrilbn during the dark nights, and their refufal fuggcfted 
to the regent the refblution of dividing his force, and of forming a 
confiderable camp between the city and Tondeman’s country, whilft 
he remained with the reft at Seringham. A multitude of people fet 
to the work finiftied in a few days an entrenchment, with a ftout 
mud wall, at a place called Facquires Tope, or the grove of the Facquirc, 
fituated four miles to the fouth, and one to the weft of the city; 
after which 5000 horfe and 3000 foot, being nearly one half of the 
army, and the beft troops in it, moved from the ifland with their 
baggage, and pitched their tents within this fortification. The effect 
of this difpolition was loon feverely felt ; no more grain was brought to 
the market, the /hops were ftiut, and the inhabitants began to cry fa- 
mine, whilft the garrilbn had the mortification to perceive themlelves 
incapable of removing the diftrefs, being, fince the lofs at the choultry, 
too weak to cope with the enemy, in either of their camps. 

Such was the fituation of affairs at Trichanopoly at the end of 
March. In the mean time the junction of the Morattoes enabled 
Mr. Dupleix to make head againft the Nabob in the Carnatic, and 
he had likewife received the fatisfabtion of hearing that his ally 
Salabat-jing had removed a moft dangerous competitor for the Sou- 
baftiip, by the murder of his brother Gazi-o-din Khan. 

This prince, fufpebting that Balazarow the Morattoe only made the 
war he had employed him to wage againft Salabat-jing fubiervient to 
his own purpofes, marched himfelf from Delhi, and in the beginning 
of October appeared before Aurungabad, at the head of 1 50,000 men : 
the army of Salabat-jing amounted to near 100,000; the French bat- 
talion compenfated the difference ; and by two or three fuccefsful ikir- 
mifties, reduced the enemy to enter into a negociation. There ac- 
companied Gazi-o-din Khan, a French furgeon, who had wandered 30 
years before from Pondicherry, and "was at this time principal Phyftcian 
to the great Mogul. This man was commiflioned by the miniftry at 
Delhi to proceed to Pondicherry, and to offer Mr. Dupleix many ad- 
vantages, on condition that he would withdraw his troops from Salabat- 
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1752. }ing : for which purpofe he was furnifhed with a blank paper, to which 
the great feal of the empire was affixed. From him it is conjc&ured, 
that Mr. Bufiy received information of the intentions of the court of Delhi, 
which Salabat-jing immediately fet about to fruftrate, by a method that 
could not fail of fuccefs, as it could not naturally be fufpe&ed ; 
for he prevailed on his mother to poifon her fon, his brother ; which fhe 
effected by fending Gazi-o-din Khan a plate of victuals, prepared, 
as fire too truly affured him, by her own hands. This dreadful parri- 
cide was followed by the fuccefs expected from it ; for the army, on 
the death of their general, as ufual, either dilperfed or went over to 
the oppoiite fide. 

Gazi-o-din Khan left a fon called Sche-abeddin, W’ho during his father’s 
life had received a principal employment at the court of Delhi. This 
prince had talents fuperior to any of his family, and would doubtlefs not 
have delayed to revenge his father’s death, had not the convulfions 
which at this time threatened the throne fuggefted to him other 
views, which foon after rendered him the moft important character in 
the date ; he however, immediately on the news, obtained the commii- 
fion of Soubah of the Decan ; but Salabat-jing finding himfelf not 
likely to be foon attacked again from Delhi, continued to aflert that 
he himfelf was the real Soubah; and foon after Gazi-o-din Khan’s 
death he fent, according to his promife, an embaffador to Pondicherry, 
who pretended to come from the great Mogul, with a patent con- 
firming Mr. Dupleix Nabob of the countries to the fouth of the 
Kriftnah : the man was received with great pomp and refpect, and 
the patent publifhed throughout the province with much oftentation. 

But fiill this title, fpecious as it might be, furnilhed Mr. Dupleix 
with no money, which in the wars of Indoftan is of more fervice than 
any title whatfoever; for the revenues which Salabat-jing re- 
ceived at Aurangabad* were continually exhaufted by the great army 
he was obliged to maintain, and the charge of Mr. Bufiy’s troops 
alone amounted to 400,000 pounds a year. The diftrefs was as great 
at Pondicherry, for although many chiefs in the Carnatic had without 
compulfion contributed to fuppert the caule of Chunda-faheb during 
uis life, their zeal ceafed at his death, from their fenfe of the incapa- 
city 
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city of his fon Raja-faheb, little qualified to profecute a conteft in which 1752. 
a man of his father’s abilities had pertfhed : and in this time of anar- 
chy and confufion, whilft the authority of no one extended farther than 
his fword could reach, every chief referved for himfejf whatever 
revenues he could colled. > So that notwithstanding Mr. Dupleix’s title 
was acknowledged by all who did not with well to Mahomed -ally, his 
power was confined to the diftrids which lie between Pondicherry and 
Gingee, and thefe did not furnUh more than 50,000 pounds a year: 
at the fame time the French company, milled by his reprefentations, 
fent out no more money than was neceflary for their commerce, and 
with pofitive orders that it lliould not he employed to any other 
purpofe. Thefe difadvantages would probably have reduced the French 
to ccafe hoftilities after the capture at Seringham, had not Mr. Du- 
pleix been endowed (and this at leaf! is much to his honour) with a 
perfevcrance, that even fuperfeded his regard to his own fortune, 
of which he had at that time dilburfed 140,000 pounds, and lie con- 
tinued with the fame fpirit to furnifh more; but as this refource 
could not laft long, and as the flender capacity of Raja-faheb rendered 
him rather a burthen than a fupport to the caule, he determined 
to make him relinquilh the title of Nabob, and to give it to forne 
other perfon; from whofe wealth, ability, and connexion, he might 
reafonably expert confiderable refources for carrying on the war. 

The man he pitched upon was Mortiz-ally Khan of Velore, to whom 
he displayed all the commiffions he had received from Salabat-jing, 
and difeovered the (late of his negotiations with the Morattocs, and 
Myforeans. The Phoufdar, fenfible that there could not be much 
rifle in taking part with fuch an apparent luperiority, accepted 
the propofal, levied troops, and refolved to go to Pondicherry, as foont 
as the journey might be undertaken without danger. In the mean 
time 50 Europeans were fent from Pondicherry to Velore, and 
with their affiftance he formed a confpiracy with the French pri— 
foners in the fort of Arcot ; who were to rife and overpower the 
Englifii garrifon, which they greatly outnumbered ; but a fufpicion of 
this treachery was lucidly entertained in time, to prevent the fuc- 
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1753. ce ** s of if and the prifoners were removed in the latter end of De- 
cembcr to Chinglapett. Thus ended the year 1752 in the Carnatic. 

On the 3d of January 1753, ^ ie French, confifting of 500 Eu- 
ropeans, and a troop of 60 horle, together with 2000 Sepoys, and 
4000 Morattocs under the command of Morari-row, marched from 
Valdore, and entrenched on the banks of the river Paniar, in light of 
Trivadi: upon which Major Lawrence, with the Nabob, returned 
from fort St. David to their former encampment at that place. Their 
force con filled of 700 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, and 1 500 daftardly horfe 
belonging to the Nabob. On the 9th the Morattoes, fupported by two 
companies of Topafles in their own pay, advanced with three field 
pieces, and began to cannonade the village of Trivadi. The 
battalion was immediately under arms, and the grenadiers, with fome 
Sepoys, were ordered to attack their guns, which they got polfdlion of 
before the enemy had time to fire a fecond round : the Morrattoes 
(till remaining on the plain, Major Lawrence followed them two 
miles towards their camp, and having as he thought fufiiciently dif- 
perfed them with his field pieces, prepared to return, when they came 
galloping up again furioufly on all fides, and furrounded him. 
The foldiers prelerved their fire till every fhot did execution, and the 
artillery men behaving with the fame calmnefs and refolution, 
foon beat them off, with the lots of 100 men killed. Morari-row on 
his return to camp reproached the French for their cowardice, in not 
having fupported him in the manner that had been concerted between 
them. He continued however with great adivity to diftrefs their ene- 
mies, by fending out parties, which prevented the country people from 
bringing provifions to the camp ; and this obliged Major Lawrence, 
when in want, to march with his whole force, and efcort his liip- 
plics from fort St. David. Thefe marches were excefiively fatiguing, 
and might have been dangerous, had the French behaved with the 
fame adivity and fpirit as the Morattoes, who never failed to be on the 
road harrafiing, and fometimes charging, the line of march : 
on the 28th of January, in particular, they accompanied the battalion 
the whole way from Trivadi to Fort St. David : but, defpirited by the lofs 
of 300 of their horles, which were killed by the field pieces in the dif- 
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ferent fkirmifhes of the day, they did not venture to attack the troops 1753. 
as they were returning to the camp with the convoy. 

Supported as the French were by this excellent cavalry, they might 
widiout much rifque have ventured a general engagement ; but Mr. 
Dupleix, whofe eye was always on Tritchanopoly, determined to protradt 
the war on the fea coaft as long as pofiible, that the Myforeans might 
not be interrupted from blockading the city. He therefore ordered 
his troops on the Pannar to adt intirely on the defenfive, and to 
ftrengthen their entrenchments ; which, with the ulual dexterity of that 
nation in works of this kind, were foon compleated and rendered little 
inferior to the defences of a regular fortrefs. The Englifh prefidency 
fenfihle of the great rifque of donning fuch works without a l'ufficient 
body of horfc to cover the Hanks of their infantry during the attack, 
follicitc‘d the king of Tanjore to fend his cavalry to their afliftance: he 
promifed fair, and a detachment of Europeans with two field pieces 
marched from Trivadi to favour the junction; but they had not 
proceeded far, before they heard that the king had recalled his troops 
to the capital, on a report, that the Morratoes intend to enter his 
country. 

Difappointed of this afliftance, Major Lawrence was obliged to re- 
main inactive in his camp, contemplating every day the fituation of the 
enemy, which he had in fight, and fretting at his incapacity to 
attack them. The Morattoes in the mean time were not idle; 
their parties were feen now at Trinomalee, then at Arcot, then at 
Chillambrum, that is, in every part of the province between the river 
Paliar, and the Coleroon. In the middle of Februaiy, one of their de- 
tachments appeared, flourifhing their fabres, and caracolling within 
mufket fliot of Chemundelum, the weftern redoubt of the bound- 
hedge of St. David : their infolence irritated the guard, and the fer* 
jeant, a brave but blundering man, thinking this an opportunity of 
diftinguifhing himfelf and. of getting promotion, marched into the 
plain with his whole force, 25 Europeans, and 50 Sepoys. The enemy 
retreated, until the party was advanced half a mile from the redoubt ; 
when they turned on a fudden, and galloping up furrounded them in an 
inftant; the feijeant, not doubting that the firft fire would difperfe 
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1753. them, gave It in a general volley, which did fome execution; but before the 

ir-y mmmj tr0Q p S ] 0 ad again, the Morattoes charged them impetuoufly fword 

in hand, broke the rank, and every horfeman Tingling out a particular 
man, cut them all to pieces. Inactivity or retreat in war is never 
in Indoftan imputed to prudence or ftratagem, and the fide 
which ceafes to gain fucceffes is generally fuppofed to be on the 
brink of ruin. Such were the notions entertained of the army at Trivadi, 
and they were induftrioufly propagated by Mr. Dupleix, in order to en- 
courage his new ally Mortiz-ally to fet up his ftandard in the province. 
The Phoufdar with his ufual caution firft encamped without Velore, then 
advanced fome what farther, and at laft, affured by the Morattoes that 
they would cover his march, ventured to proceed to Pondicherry, where, 
on furnifhing 50,000 pounds for the expences of the war, he was with 
great ceremony and publick rejoicings proclaimed Nabob of the Car- 
natic. 

But the fatisfa&ion he might receive from this exaltation did 
not laft long. It was propofed that he Ihould begin by imitating 
the conduit of Chunda-faheb, and appear at the head of the 
army : this his nature abhorred. On fettling the terms of his re- 
gency, lo much afliftance in money and troops was expected from 
him, and fo little power or advantage offered in return, that he 
found the naboblhip held on fuch conditions, would be of lefs 
value than the independant poffeffion of his government of Velore. 
At the fame time fufpeding what he himfelf would infallibly have 
done in a fimilar cafe, he was terrified with the notion 
that Mr. Dupleix would keep him a prilbner at Pondicherry, if 
he difcovered his averfion to have any farther connexion with him : 
thefe fentiments did not efcape the fagacity of Mr. Dupleix; but 
he had too much good fenfe, not to fee that fuch a breach of 
faith would probably determine the enemies of Mahomed-ally 
to make their peace on any terms with that prince. He therefore 
confented to Mortiz-ally’s return, who promifing to make war in 
the country about Arcot, left Pondicheriy in the end of March, 
convinced for the firft time in his life, that he had met with a 
more cunning man than himfelf. 

In 
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In the mean time, no military operations palled, excepting the fklr_ 1753., 
mifhes of the Morattoes with the Englifh battalion, during three or "v— 
four marches, which they were obliged to make, in order to efcort their 
provifioris from fort St. David. The French were not to be in- 
ticed out of their intrenchments, and Major Lawrence, feeing no 
other method of ftriking a decifive blow, determined to ftorm 
their camp. The prefidency feconded this refolution, by fending 200 
Europeans, of which 100 were a company of Swifs lately arrived from 
Bengal, to fort St. David; where the battalion joined them, and the 
whole, with a large convoy of provifions, fet out for the camp, on the 
firfl of April. The whole body of the Morattoes were waiting for 
them in fight of the bound-hedge ; and behaved this day with more 
activity than ever, rarely removing out of cannon fhot, and galloping 
up whenever the incumbrances of the baggage diiunited the line of 
march, and left intervals open to their attacks. Thus continually 
threatned, and often affaulted, the convoy advanced very (lowly. The 
weather was exceffively hot, and feveral men fell dead with the heat, 
fatigue, and the want of water. When within three miles of Trivadi, 
the Morattoes made a general and vigorous charge, furrounding the 
front of the line, and were with difficulty repulfed ; many of their 
horfes fell within a few yards of the field pieces, and amongft the (lain 
was Bazin row, Morari-row’s nephew, the fame who came to Captain 
Clives affiftance, after the fiegc of Arcot. His death damped their 
ardour, and they retreated to a diflancc. But the work of the day 
was not yet over ; for the troops continuing their march, difeovered, 
within a mile of Trivadi, the French troops and Sepoys drawn up 
on their right : the convoy happened luckily to march on the left along 
the bank of the river Gandelu. The two battalions advanced againft 
each other cannonading, until the French coming to a hollow-way, 
halted on the oppofite fide, imagining that the Englifh would not venture 
to pals it under the difadvantage of being expofed to their fire ; but 
Major Lawrence ordered the Sepoys and artillery to halt, and defend 
the convoy againft the Morattoes, ftill hovering about, and pufhed on 
brifkly with the main body of Europeans, acrofs the hollow way : the 
enemy, who expedted to find the Englifh fatigued with a long 
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1753. and harraffing march, were fo ftartled at the vivacity of this mo- 
tion, that they only flayed to give one fire, and then ran away 
with the utmoll precipitation, leaving the Englidi to finilh their march 
without farther moledation. As foon as the troops were recovered from 
their fatigue, Major Lawrence approached nearer the enemy’s camp, within 
a mile of which, they had an advanced party, at the village of Caryarnon- 
galum j the grenadiers and 100 men of the battalion were ordered 
to attack this poll, and foon got pofieffion of it; after which a bat- 
tery of two eighteen pounders was ereded againft their intrcnch- 
ments, at the didance of 700 yards : it was not till now that the 
Englilli perfedly difcovered the flrength of their works, which 
confided of a parapet cannon proof, with redoubts at proper didanccs, 
a broad and deep ditch, and a good glacis, defended by 30 pieces 
of cannon. The battery fired for fome time, but made no im- 
preflion, and the difficulty of getting provifions increafing with the 
didance from St. David, it was thought proper to dcfid from the 
attempt, and the army returned to Trivadi. 

In the mean time, the Morattoes were indefatigable, and being joined 
by a fmall party from Pondicherry, furprized a fort near Chillambrum, 
called Bonagerry, from whence fort St. David drew large fupplies of 
grain : captain Kirpatrick marched with a detachment to retake the 
place ; and upon his approach they abandoned it in the night. 

Three months inffedually employed to bring the enemy to a general 
engagement, convinced Major Lawrence of the neceffity of altering his 
plan of operations. He confulted with the Nabob on removing 
the war to fome other part of the country, in order to draw the French 
battalion from their prefent impregnable fituation ; but is was not eaiy to 
determine where they lhould carry their arms ; and whild they were 
deliberating on the choice, hidden and unexpected news from Tritch- 
anopoly refolved the difficulty, and left them without an option. • 
Captain Dalton, forefeeing the diftrefles to which the city would be 
reduced after the defeat of his party at the Choultry, had often ques- 
tioned Kiroodin Khan, the governor, on the quantity of provifions 
he had in (lore; who always allured him with great confidence 
that he had fufEcient to fopply the garrifon for four months. For fome 
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time the fmall convoys, which got into the city in fpite of the ene- 1753. 
my’s patroles, balanced the daily confumption made out of the’ 
magazines ; but as foon as the Myforean divided his army into two 
camps, all fupplies were cut off and a party of Sepoys, which had 
been fent into Tondeman’s country, were not able to get back. In 
this fituation captain Dalton infilled on examining the magazines, 
when to his great furprize Kiroodin Khan' informed him that he 
had taken advantage of the fcarcity, to fell out the provifions to the 
inhabitants at a high price, not doubting but that opportunities 
of replacing them would offer, and acknowledged that the flock re- 
maining was no more than fufficient for 1 5 days : in which time 
the army at Trivadi could hardly receive the news, and march 
to the relief of the city. Expoflulations were vain, for the mif- 
chief was real j an exprefs was therefore fent with this alarm- 
ing intelligence to Major Lawrence, who received it at 10 at night the 
20th of April, and inflantly iffued orders for the troops to he in rea- 
dinefs to march by day break ; when, leaving a garrilon of 1 50 Euro- 
peans, and c; 00 Sepoys, at Trivadi, the reft proceeded to Fort 
St. David, in order, to colled; the neceffary fupplies of military 
{tores. 

The want of horfe having hitherto been the principal obflacle to 
the prog refs of the Nabob’s affairs, it was determined to apply again 
to the king of Tanjore, and in order to encourage, or if neceffary to 
awe him into a compliance, it was refolved to proceed to Tritchanopoly, 
through his dominions. The army on the 22d of April paffed by 
Chill ambrum, and as foon as they croffed the Coleroon, the king de- 
puted Succojee, h.'s prime minifter, to compliment the Nabob and Ma- 
jor Lawrence ; and when they were arrived at Condoor, ten miles 
from the capital, he den red an interview, and met them half way at 
one of bis gardens, where he appeared in great fplendor, accompa- 
nied by 3000 horfe, and 200 Elephants in rich trappings. Seeming to 
be convinced that it was his own interefl to fupport the Nabob, he 
gave oilers to his horfe to proceed with him to Tritchanopoly ; but 
the ti.-xt day, after marching a few miles, they left the army, pro- 
mifiug, however, to return very foon. 
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During this interval captain Dalton had not been ina&ive at Tritcha- 
nopoly. The enemy’s troops at Facquire’s Tope were commanded 
by Vi ran a, the fame general who led the van of the army, when the 
Myforeans firft joined the Englilli detachment at Kifnavaram, where 
captain Dalton had an opportunity of dilcovering the little reach of his 
military capacity, and knowing him to be a very timorous man, parti- 
cularly in the night, he did not doubt that if frequent alarms were 
given to the camp, the Myforean would, out of regard to his own fecu- 
rity, lend no more detachments abroad to intercept provilions coming to 
the city. For this purpofe he ereded a redoubt, within random cannon 
Ihot of the enemy’s camp, but much nearer to the city ; and when this 
poll was well fecured, and two pieces of heavy cannon mounted on it, 
the guard frequently advanced with two field pieces, and fired 
into the camp, in the day time taking care to return to the redoubt, as 
foon as the enemy began to move, which they were apprized of by 
fignals from the rock in Tritchanopoly ; but in the night they pro- 
ceeded with lefs caution, and advanced near enough to throw grape 
fhot into the camp, the Myforeans never once venturing to fend out 
a detachment to cut olf their retreat. Encouraged by this proof of 
their imbecillity, the party, under favour of a very dark night, ap- 
proached the 15 th of April much nearer, and fired 30 rounds of grape 
Ihot into the camp, from each of the field pieces ; which created 
no fmall confufion, as appeared by the number of lights the enemy 
raifed, and the great uproar they made : next day the party had fearce 
recommenced their fire from the ufual ftation, before they perceived the 
enemy decamping in a great hurry ; but fufpefting this to be a feint to 
to draw them nearer in order to cut off their retreat, they continued 
firing very brifkly without advancing : and before noon the enemy ftruck 
all their tents, and abandoned the camp, which the party then took pof- 
fcfiion of, and found in it a large quantity of rice and other provilions, 
as alfo feveral wounded men, who informed them, that the cannonade 
of the preceding night having killed an elephant, two camels, 
and feveral horfes, had ftruck Virana with fuch terror, that he 
determined not to run the rifque of another attack. He however 
remained to the fouth of the Caveri two or three days longer; 
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but on receiving certain intelligence of Major Lawrence’s march, he 1753, 
joined the reft of the Myforeans at Seringham, and the country people 
ventured again to bring provifions into the city. 

On the 6th of May, the major arrived in fight of Tritchanopoly, 
and entered the city without meeting any interruption j for none of 
the Myforeans prefumed to appear on the plain : the number of the 
battalion was greatly diminiflied during the march, which was per- 
formed at the fetting in of the land winds, when they blow with the 
greateft heat and violence} bcfides feveral who died on the road, 
and others who were fent back fick to fort St. David, and Devi 
Cotah, 1 00 men unfit for duty were carried into the hofpital at Tritcha- 
nopoly on the day of their arrival : many had likewife deferted, parti- 
cularly of the Swifs, of whom a ferjeant and 15 men went oft* in 
one day: fo that the whole, including what the garrifon of Tritchanopoly 
could fpare for the field, amounted, when muftered, to no more than 
500 Europeans, who with 2000. Sepoys, and 3000 horfe in the 
Nabob’s fervice, compofed the army. 

As foon as Mr. Dupleix was certain what rout they had 
taken, he detached 200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, with four field 
pieces, from the camp near Trivadi} who marching by the road of 
Verdachellum, Volkondah and Utatoor, joined the Myforeans at Sering- 
ham, the day after the Englifti arrived at Tritchanopoly. 

Major Lawrence having allowed the men three days to refrefh 
themfelves, determined on the 10th of May to pafs over into the 
ifland, and offer the enemy battle, which, if they declined, he refolved 
to bombard Seringham, and cannonade their camp : the Nabob’s ca- 
valry, difeontented for want of pay, refufed to take any (hare in the 
action. The battalion and Sepoys therefore proceeded without them, 
and fetting out at three in the morning in two divifions, arrived at fix 
at Moota Chellinoor, a village four miles weft of the city, over 
againft the head of the ifland. A large body of horfe and foot, 
drawn up on the oppofite fide, feemed determined to defend the pafs, 
but were foon difperfed by the firft divifion, and whilft the fecond 
was crofting they retreated towards the pagoda, from whence the My- 
foreans no fooner difeovered the Englifti forming on the ifland, than 
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1 7 53»- th& y farmed out in. great numbers, and their cavalry, led by the 
Morattoes under the command of Hurra- fing, came galloping up at a 
great rate, and making a refolute charge on the left of the line, where a 
body of Sepoys were ported, broke through them fword in hand ; but 
the Sepoys feeing three platoons of Europeans, advancing to their 
fupport, behaved with fpirit, and recovering their ground, kept up 
a fmart fire, which after a feverc daughter repulfed the cavalry, 
who made a moll precipitate retreat towards the pagoda, expofed to 
the fire of ten pieces of cannon, eight field pieces which accom- 
panied die troops, and two eighteen pounders which captain Dalton 
had fent to the bank of the river. By this time Mr. Aftruc, with die 
French troops and Sepoys marched up, and lodging the greateft part of 
them in a water courl'e, where they were effectually fheltercd, placed 
his cannon, four field pieces, on an eminence, from whence they made 
a brifk five. They were anfwered by the Englifh artillery ; but as it 
was not diought prudent to make a pufli at the water courfe, at the 
rifque of being fallen upon by fuch numbers of cavalry as covered the 
plain. Major Lawrence, to preferve his main body from the enemy’s 
cannonade, ordered them to take fhelter behind a bank, fo that the 
fight was maintained only by the artillery until noon, when a 
party of the enemy’s Sepoys, with fome Topafles, took pofl'eflion 
of a large choultry to the left of the Englifh line, which they 
began to incommode with the fire of their mufketry ; upon 
this the company of grenadiers, with a detachment $of Swifs 
under the command of Captain Polier, were ordered to diflodge 
the Sepoys j which fervice the grenadiers effected with great refolu- 
tion j and animated by their fuccefs, purfued the fugitives until 
they infenfibly gained the flank of the water courfe, where the 
main body of the French troops was concealed. Thefe on feeing the 
danger which threatened them, prepared to retreat, and were ac- 
tually on the point of abandoning two of their field pieces, when 
captain Polier, who remained with the Swifs at the choultry, and. 
from thence could not fee the enemy’s confufion, lent orders for the 
grenadiers to return. Thus was loft one of thofe critical moments, on 
which the greateft advantages in war fo often depend •, but without 
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any difparagement to the reputation of Polier, whofe orders directing 1753. 
him only to diflodge the enemy from the choultry, he would have 
been culpable, had he puflied his fuccefs farther without a fubfequent 
order ; which the Major had no reafon to fend, as from the fituation 
he was in, he could not difcover the diftrefs of the enemy. On the 
retreat of the grenadiers, the French again took pofleffion of the 
watercourfe, and renewed the cannonade, which lafted till the evening, 
when the want of provifions, as well as the exceffive fatigue which 
the Englilh troops had undergone, obliged them to repafs the river, 
and return to Tritchanopoly; where they arrived at io at night, 
having without intermiffion been employed 20 hours either in 
march or aCtion. The lofs they fuftained was much lefs than might 
have been expelled, from the fire to which they had been expofed ; 
for only three officers were wounded, and two with four private men 
and a few Sepoys killed. 

The operations of this day (hewed that the French troops were 
commanded by an abler officer than any who had yet appeared at 
their head j and little hopes remaining of diflodging the Myfo- 
reans from the pagoda, Major Lawrence gave his whole at- 
tention to the means of fupplying the city with provifions. For 
this purpofe the army marched into the plain, and encamped at 
Facquire’s Tope, within the intrenchment which Virana the My- 
fore general had lately abandoned, where they lay conveniently for pro- 
tecting the convoys coming from Tondeman’s country ; proper 
agents, fupported by a detachment of troops, were fent to purchafe 
grain, and at the fame time the King of Tanjorc was requefted 
to colleCt and fend fupplies. But the Myforean was not wanting to 
counteract thefe meafures ; he kept an agent both at Tanjore, and with 
Tondeman, who represented, that if Tritchanopoly ffiould once be 
provided with a confiderablc flock of provifions, it was not to be 
doubted but that the Nabob and the Engliffi would immediately carry 
their arms again into the Carnatic, leaving their allies expofed to the 
juft refentment of the regent, who would not fail to take the fevereft 
revenge for the fervice they had rendered his enemies. This reafoning 
was well adapted to the genius of thofe to whom it was addrefled, for 

P p the 



The War of Coromandel. 


Book IV. 


290 

1753. the Indians, never influenced by the principle of gratitude themfelves, do 
not cxpedl to meet with it in others ; and accuftomed, after they have 
gained their ends, to pay no regard to the promifes they have made, 
they gave little credit to major Lawrence when he affured them that 
he would never remove from Tritchanopoly, before he had provided 
lor die fafety of their countries. Nor did the Myforean negledl 
to employ the refource of money to alienate thefe precarious allies : 
in Tondcman’s country he bribed the chiefs and officers of fuch dif- 
tridts as lay convenient for furn idling proviflons ; and at Tanjore 
gained over to his intereft: the prime minifter Succojee, who intirely 
ruled the King his m after ; however the King not wholly unfollicitous of 
the confequences, if the Engliih fortune fliould change again, palliated 
his refufal with fpecious pretexts, and wrote to the prefidency that the 
enemy’s detachments had already done mifehief to the amount of 
100,000 pounds in his country, where the harveft was now coining on, 
but that as foon as it was gathered he would not fail to give them all 
the affiftance in his power: this pretended mifehief was no more 
than what all other parts of the country had differed from the Morattocs, 
who in their predatory cxcurftons made no diftindion between the 
territories of friends and foes. 

Thus, notwithftanding no prudent meafure was negle&ed, the 
fupplies received were fo far from being fufficient to ftock the maga- 
zines, that it was with difficulty enough was procured for the pre- 
fent cooffimption of the army and garrifon. In this lituation major 
Lawrence was obliged to remain for five weeks, without having an 
opportunity of a&ing againft; the enemy, who determined not 
to expofe themfelves, until they were reinforced from the fea 
coaft. 

The French troops in this part of the country quitted their en- 
trenchments on the fame day that the major marched from fort St. 
David, and a detachment of 200 Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, attacked 
the village of Trivadij but captain Chace, the commanding officer, 
fallying from the fort, repulfed them : fome days after they renewed 
the attack, and were again repulfed by a detachment of 60 Euro- 
peans, and 300 Sepoys; who elated with their fuccefs, quitted the 
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village, and contrary to their orders marched out into the plain; the 1753. 
Morattoes, who were in fight, waiting for fuch an opportunity of ' ' rmmJ 
exerting themfelves, inftantly furrounded the party, and charging with 
great fury, routed them, and cut every man to pieces. This lofs dis- 
abling the garrifon from making any more Tallies, die French took 
poffeflion of the village, eredled a battery, and cannonaded the fort. 

The troops within were ftill fufficient to have made a good defence j 
but a mutiny arofe, and the lenity of the commanding officer’s temper, 
not permitting him to fee the neceffity of making fevere examples 
in the beginning the men, no longer controulable, got pofieflion of 
the arrack, and mad with liquor, obliged him to capitulate, and 
were made prifoners of war: this misfortune affected captain 
Chace fo fenfibly, that it threw him into a fever, of which he died 
foon after at Pondicherry. At the lame time a detachment of 
Morattoes, with fome Europeans, appeared before Chillambrum, where 
the Englifh kept a ferjeant with a few artillery-men ; who difeovering 
that the governor was plotting to deliver them up to the enemy, 
marched away in the night to Devi Cotah. Nor was the lofs of thefe 
places and their dependancies the only detriment which theNabob’s affairs 
had fuftained in the Carnatic ; for a number of petty commanders, 
foldiers of fortune, fet up their ftandards, and pretending to be autho- 
rized by Mr. Dupleix and Morari-row, levied contributions and com- 
mitted violences in all parts of the country. Even Mortiz-ally hearing 
foon after his return to Velore that the Engliili did not venture to at- 
tack the French intrenchments at Trivadi, and that Tritchanopoly was 
hard prefled by the Myforeans, took courage, and entertaining thoughts 
of afferting the title which Mr. Dupleix had .conferred upon him, 
ordered his troops to commit hoftilities in the neighbourhood near 
Arcot. His force confifted of 5 o Europeans, with three pieces of can- 
non, who accompanied him from Pondicherry, and 2000 Sepoys, 

1 coo horfe, and 500 matchlock Peans, his own troops. They plun- 
dered all the villages laying near the city without meeting any inter- 
ruption; for Abdullvvahab Khan, the Nabob’s brother, and lieutenant 
in the province, an indolent fenfual man,, diffipated in his pleafures and 
upon his favourites moft of the monies he colledcd, and gave no 
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attention to the maintaining of a competent force to fupport his authority ; 
encouraged by this negligence, Mortiz-ally threatened to attack the city 
of Arcot itfclf, which the prefidency hearing of, directed the com- 
manding officer of the fort to join the Nabob’s troops with as many 
Europeans as could prudently be fpared from the garrifon, and attack 
the enemy in the field. Abdullwahab, alarmed for his own fecurity, 
with fome difficulty got together 800 Sepoys, 1000 horfe, and 500 
Feans, all of them the very worft troops in the province ; they were 
commanded by another of the Nabob’s brothers Nazeabulla, a man 
nearly of the fame character as Abdullwahab. This force joined by 40 
Europeans, 200 Englifh Sepoys, with two field pieces under the com- 
mand of enfign Jofeph Smith, marched out of the city on the 21ft. of 
April, and when half-way to Velore difeovered the Phouldar’s army 
drawn up acrofs the road, their right fheltered by the hills. It was 
with great reluctance that Nazeabulla Khan could be prevailed upon to 
attack them, although it was evident they would fall on him, as foon 
as he offered to retreat : enfign Smith began a cannonade, and drove the 
French feveral times from their guns, but a party of 500 excellent 
Sepoys maintained themfelves with much more refolution behind a 
bank, and in feveral attempts that were made to drive them from it, 
moft of the Englifh Sepoys were loft. The enemy’s cavalry feeing 
this, attacked the Europeans, but were repulfed by the grape fhot j on 
which they pufhed at Nazeabulla’s cavalry, who took flight without 
waiting the onfet, and foon after his Sepoys and Feans went off like- 
wife, leaving the Europeans, now reduced to 25 men, with about 40 Se- 
poys, furrounded by the enemy. Enfign Smith however kept his 
ground until night, when his men leaving the field pieces behind, 
endeavoured, as they could, to get back to the city } but they were 
difeovered, and all, excepting three, were intercepted; fome were killed, 
and the reft, amongft whom was enfign Smith, were made prifonens 
and carried to Velore. Flufhed by this fuccefs, Mortiz-ally renewed his 
correfpondence with Mr. Dupleix, and undertook to befiege Trinomalee, 
a ftrong fort fituated about 40 miles fouth of Arcot, in the high 
road to Tritchanopoly, and Morari-row moved from Chillambrum to 
afiift in the expedition. But Mr. Dupleix thinking it of more 
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importance to reinforce the army at Seringham, prevailed on him 1753. 
to detach 3000 of his Morattoes under the command of Innis 
Khan, and joined to them 300 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys. 

As (bon as thefe troops arrived, the enemy quitted Seringham, 
and crofting the Caveri, encamped on the plain three miles to the 
north of Facquire’s Tope. Their force now confided of 4^0 
Europeans, 1500 well-trained Sepoys, 8000 Myforc horfe, 3500 
Morattoes, and two companies of Topafles with 1000 Sepoys 
in the fervice of the regent; the reft of whole infantry was 
15,000 Peans, armed with matchlocks, fwords, bows and arrows, 
pikes, clubs, and rockets ; imperfed weapons worthy the rabble that, 
bore them. Major Lawrence had only the 500 Europeans, and the 2000 
Sepoys he brought with him from the coaft ; but 700 of thefe Sepoys 
were continually employed in the Polygar’s country, to efcort the conr- 
voys; his artillery were eight excellent fix-pounders; of the Nabob’s 
horfe only 1 00 encamped with the Englifh, the reft remaining under 
the walls, and peremptorily refufing to march until they were paid their 
arrears. 

There are, about a mile to the fouth of Facquire’s Tope, feme high 
mountains called the five rocks, on the fummit of which the Major 
always kept a ftrong guard of Sepoys : but he being obliged to go into 
the city for the recovery of his health, the officer who commanded 
during his abfence ncgle&ed to continue this detachment. The enemy 
reconnoitring, and finding this poft without defence, detached in the 
night a ftrong party to take pofleffion of it ; and early the next morn*- 
ing their whole army was difcovered in motion, aftcmbling under 
flicker of the five rocks, whilft their advanced cannon plunged into 
the Englilh camp; whither the Major immediately returned, but 
found it impoffible to regain the poft : he however, kept his ground 
until night, and, then encamped about a quarter of a mile nearer 
die city, behind a fmall eminence which ftieltered the troops from the 
enemy’s artillery ; they the next day quitted the camp to the north of 
Facquire’s Tope, and encamped at. the five rocks. Here they had it in 
their power intirely to cut off the fupplies of provifions coming from the 
Pblygar’s country, and to intercept the detachment of 700 Sepoys fen* 
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1753. to cfcort them: at the fame time the great fuperiority of their num- 
bers, and the advantage of the ground they occupied, rendered an at- 
tack upon their camp impracticable : but it was evident that if they were 
not foon diflodged, neither the Englilh army in the field, nor the 
garrifon of the city could fubfid long; to augment the didrefs a 
ilrong fpirit of defertion arofe amongft the foldiery. In thefe cir- 
cumllances, even the mod fanguine began to lofe hope, and to ap- 
prehend that the city mud be abandoned in order to fave the troops 
from periihing by famine. 

The Major had ftationed a guard of 200 Sepoys, on a fmall rock 
fituated about half a mile fouth-wed of his camp, and nearly a mile 
north-eaft of the enemy’s. Mr. Adruc foon difeovered the importance 
of this port, which if he could get pofleffion of, his artillery would 
eafily oblige the Englifh to decamp again, and retire under the walls of 
the city, where, dill more (heightened, they would probably be reduced 
in a very few days to the neceffity of retreating to their fettlements. He 
therefore refolved to attack the pod, and marched early in the morning, 
on the 26th of June, with his grenadiers and a large body of Sepoys; but 
they meeting with more refiftance than was expected, he ordered the whole 
army to move and fupport them. The Major, as foon as he found 
the rock attacked, ordered the picquet guard of the camp, confiding of 
40 Europeans, to march and fupport his Sepoys : but afterwards ob- 
ferving the whole of the enemy’s army in motion, he ordered all his 
troops to get under arms, and leaving 1 00 Europeans to take care of 
the camp, marched with the red of his force, which, in Europeans 
did not exceed 300 battalion men, with 80 belonging to the artillery; 
and he had with him no more than 500 Sepoys; for the red 
were at this time in the city endeavouring to procure rice, of 
which none had been fold in camp fince the enemy appeared 
on the plain. With this fmall force he hadened, as fad as they 
could march, to reach the rock before the enemy’s main body. But 
Mr. Adruc, with the party already engaged in the attack, perceiving 
his approach, made a vigorous effort, and before the Major had got half 
way, the Sepoys who defended the rock, were all either killed, or 
taken prifoners, and the French colours immediately hoided. This 
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obliged the Major to halt, and confider what was moft advifeable to be 1753. 
done in this critical conjuncture, on which the fate of the whole war ' 
feemed to depend. There was little time for deliberation : for the 
French battalion were now arrived behind the rock, and their artillery 
from the right and left of it, were firing upon the English troops j the 
rock itfelf was covered by their Sepoys fupported by their grenadiers ; 
the whole Mylbrc army was drawn up in one great body at the diftance 
of cannon-fhot in the rear ; the Morattoes were, as ufual, flying about 
in finall detachments, and making charges on the flanks and rear of 
the Engliih battalion in order to intimidate and create confufion. 

In fuch circumftances the officers unanimoufly agreed in opinion 
with their general, that it was fafer to make a gallant pufli, than to 
retreat before fuch numbers of enemies : and the foldiers feeming much 
delighted at this opportunity of having what they called a fair knock 
at the French men on the plain, Major Lawrence took advantage of 
the good difpofition of the whole, and giving due com mendations to their 
fpirit, ordered the grenadiers to attack the rock with fixed bayonets, 
whilft he himfelf, with the reft of the troops, wheeled round the foot 
of it to engage the French battalion. The foldiers received the orders 
with three huzza’s, and the grenadiers fetting out at a great rate, 
though at the fame time keeping their ranks, paid no attention to the 
fcattered fire they received from the rock, nor made a halt until they 
got to the top of it ; whilft the enemy terrified at their intrepidity, de- 
feended as they were mounting, without daring to Hand the fhock of 
their onfet. Some of the beft Sepoys followed the grenadiers, and all 
together began a ftrong fire upon the French troops, drawn up within piftol 
(hot below. In the mean time Mr. Aftruc, perceiving that the right 
flank of his battalion would, if it remained drawn up facing the north, 
be expofed to the Englifh troops, wheeling round the foot of the rock, 
changed his pofition, and drew up facing the weft, in order to oppofe 
them in front. But this movement expofed his right flank to the 
fire of the grenadiers and Sepoys from the rock j by which his troops 
had already fuffered confiderably, when the English battalion executing 
their evolution with great addrefs, drew up at once dirc&ly oppofite to 
the enemy, at the diftance of 20 yards. 
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.1753. The French troops were ftruck with confirmation upon feeing 

themfelves thus daringly attacked in the midft of their numerous allies, 
by fuch a handful of men ; and indeed a ftranger, taking a view of 
the two armies from the top of one of the rocks on the plain, could 
•fcarccly have believed that the one ventured to difpute a province with 
rtlie other- 

Mr. Aftruc exerted himfelf as a brave and adtive officer, and with 
difficulty prevailed on his men to keep their ranks with recovered arms, 
until the Englifh gave their fire, which falling in a well levelled dis- 
charge from the whole battalion, and feconded by a hot fire from the 

rock, together with a difcharge of grape ffiot from the firft field piece that 
came up, threw them into irreparable dilbrder ; they ran away with 
the utmoft precipitation, leaving three pieces of cannon, with fome am- 
munition carts behind them. The Morattoes immediately made a 
gallant effort to cover their retreat by flinging themfelves between, and 
fome of the grenadiers, who had run forward to feize the field pieces, fell 
under their fabres. Animated by this fuccefs, they attacked the 
battalion, pufhing in feveral charges up to the very bayonets, and en- 
deavouring to cut down the men, who conftantly received them with 
fo much fteadinefs, that they were not able to throw a Angle platoon 
into diforder : at length having fuffered much, and loft feveral of their 
beft men by the inceffant fire of the line, they defifted from their 
attacks, and retreated to the main body of the Myforeans : amongft 
their dead was Ballapah, one of their principal officers, brother in-law 
to Morari-row, a very gallant man, much efteemed by the Englilh, 
who had often feen him exert himfelf with great bravery when fight- 
ing on . their fide : he had broke his fword in cutting down a grenadier, 
when another, who was loading his piece, and faw his comrade fall, 
(hot both ball and ramrod through his body. In the mean time the 
French never halted until they got into the rear of the Myfore army, 
when their officers prevailed on them to get into order again, and drew 
them up in a line with their allies, from whence they fired their two re- 
maining, field pieces with great vivacity* although the fliot did not reach 
above half way. 
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The Major remained three hours at the foot, of the rock, in order to 1753. 
give them an opportunity of renewing the fight; but finding that ' ^ 

they fhewed no inclination to move towards him, hie prepared to re- 
turn to his camp, leaving them to take pofleffion of the rock again 
at their peril; for fince the lofs of the 200 Sepoys that defended it" in 
the beginning of the aftion, he did not think it prudent to expofe ano- 
ther detachment to the fame rifque, at fuch a di fiance from his main 
body. The three guns- with the prifoners were placed in the center* 
and the troops marching in platoons on each fide, the artillery was 
diftributed in the front, rear, and intervals of the column. The rear 
had fcarcely got clear of the rock into the plain, when the whole of the 
enemy’s cavalry fet up their fnout, and came furioufly on, fl'ouriihing their 
fwords as if they were refolved to exterminate at once the handful of men 
that oppofed them; Whoever-has feen a body of ten thou (and horfe ad- . 
vancing on the full gallop all together, will acknowledge with the 
Marcfchals Villars and Saxe that their appearance is tremendous, 'be'* 
their difeipline or courage what it will ; and fuch an onfet would doubt-, 
lefs have difconCerted untried foldiers, but the enemy had to deal with 
Veterans equal to any who have done honour to the JBritifh nation ; men* 
convinced by repeated experience that a body of well-difciplined in- 
fantry would always prevail againft irregular cavalry, let their numbers 
be ever fo great. In . this confidence they halted, and without 
the leaf! emotion, waited for the enemy, who were fuffered to come fuf- 
ficiqntly near before, the fignal was given to the artillery officers; 
the cannonade then began from eight fix pounders, loaded with 
grape, and was kept up at the rate of -eight or ten fhot in a minute 
from each piece, fo. well directed that every fhot went amongft 
the croud, as was vifible { by, the lumbers that dropped : this foon 
flopped their career, and they flood a while like men aftonifhelcl 
by the fall of thunder ; but finding no intermiffion of the fire, and 
that the battalion and Sepoys referved theirs .with recovered arm?, they 
went to the right about, and got out of reach as fail as : they had come 
on, leaving the troops to rcturn^quietly tQ their canape 

Thus was Trit'chanopoly favCd'by afuccefs, which afioniffied even 
thofe who had gained it ; nor was the attempt,‘ however defperate it • 
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1753. might feem, jufiified by the iuccefs alone i for as the city would inevi- 

— * — -> tably have fallen if the Englifh had remained ina&ive, fo the lofs of 
it would have been haftened only a few days if they had been de- 
feated ; and major Lawrence undoubtedly aded with as much fagacity 
as Ipirit in riiqueing every thing to gain a vidory, on which alone de- 
pended the prefervatlon of the great objed of the war. 

The enemy difpirited by their defeat, began to difagree amongft them- 
felvesj the Myforeans, and French, reciprocally imputing their ill fuc- 
cefs to one another, and the Morattoes with great reafon to both ; 
their parties appeared lefs frequently on the plain in the day, and none 
ventured to patrole in the night : the Englifh Sepoys in Tondeman’s 
country availing themfelves of this interval, quitted the woods, and 
joined the camp in the night, with a convoy of provifions which fur- 
niflied a flock for fifty days. This necefiary objed being provided for, the 
Major determined to avoid coming again to a general engagement, be- 
fore he was joined by fome troops, which the arrival of the fhips from 
Europe enabled the prefidency to fend into the field : they were or- 
dered to march through the Tanjore country ; and as a body of cavalry 
was ftill more neceflfary to enable the army to ad with vigour againft 
an enemy which had fuch numbers, he refolved to proceed without 
delay to Tanjore, in hopes that whilft he was waiting for the rein- 
forcement, the appearance of the army and the reputation of their late 
fuccefs might determine the king to declare openly, and furnifh the afiift- 
ance of horfe, of which the Englifh flood fo much in need. The pre- 
fence of the Nabob, being thought neceflary to facilitate the negocia- 
tion, he prepared to march with the army j but on the evening that 
he intended to quit the city, his Jifcontented troops afifembled in the 
outer court of the palace, and clamouring declared that they would 
not fuffer him, to move, before he had paid their arrears ; in vain were 
arguments to convince this rabble, more infolent becaufe they had 
never rendered any eflential fervice, that his going to Tanjore was die 
only meafure from which they could hope for a chance of receiving 
their pay : they remained inflexible, and threatened violence j upon 
which captain Dalton fent a meflenger to the camp, from whence the 
grenadier company immediately marched into the city, where they 
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were joined by loo of the garrifon, and all together forcing their way 1 753. 
into the palace, they got the Nabob into his palankeen, and efcorted 
him to the camp furrounded by 200 Europeans with fixed bayonets ; 
the malecontents not daring to offer him any outrage as he was palling, 
nor on the other hand was any injury offered to them : for notwith- 
ftanding fuch proceedings in more civilized nations rarely happen, 
and are juftly efteemed mutiny and treaion ; yet in Indoftan they 
are common accidents, and arife from fuch caufes as render it dif- 
ficult to afeertain whether the prince or his army is moft in fault. The 
Nabob had certainly no money to pay Ills troops ; fo far from it 
that the Englifh had now for two years furniflied all the expence 
of their own troops in the field : but it is a maxim with every prince 
in India, let his wealth be never fo great, to keep his army in long 
arrears, for fear they fhould defert. This apprehenfion is perhaps not 
unjuftly entertained of hirelings collected from every part of a defpo- 
tick empire, and infenfible of notions of attachment to the prince or 
caufe they ferve : but from hence the foldiery accuftomed to cxcufes 
when dictated by no neceflity, give no credit to thofc which are made 
to them, when there is a real impoflibility of fatisfying their demands j 
and a weaknefs common to moft of the princes of Indoftan, concurs not 
a little to increafe this miftruft in all who ferve them j for the vain notions 
in which they have been educated infpire them with fuch a love of out- 
ward fhew, and the enervating climate in which they are born renders 
them fo incapable of refilling the impulfes of fancy, that nothing is 
more common . than to fee them purchafing a jewel or ornament of 
great price, at the very time that they are in the greateft diftrefs for 
money to anfwer the neceffities of the government. Hence, inftead 
of being fhocked at the clamours of their foldiery, they are accuftomed 
to live in expectation of diem, and it is a maxim in their conduCt to 
hear them with patience, unlefs the croud proceed to violence ; but in 
order to prevent this they take care to attach to their interefts fome prin- 
cipal officers with fuch a number of the beft: troops as may ferve 
on emergency to check the tumult, which is rarely headed by a man 
of diftin&ion. JBut when his affairs become defperate by the fuccefs 
of afuperior enemy, the prince atones feverely for his evafions, by a to- 
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tal defedion of his army, or by fuffering fuch outrages as the Nabob 
Mahomed-ally would in all probability have been ex poled to, had he 
not been relcued in the manner we have deferibed. 

As loon as the Nabob arrived in the camp, major Lawrence began 
his march, and in order to avoid the enemy’s cavalry ftruck into the 
thick woods, which fkirt the plain of Tritchanopoly to the fouth : the 
approach of the army feemed to determine the king of Tanjore to 
furnilh the affiftance they were coming to demand, and not to give him 
any unneceffary umbrage by proceeding abruptly to his capital, the 
Major refolved to halt for fome time at a diftance, and encamped at Co- 
nandercoile, a town in the woods half-way between Tritchanopoly and 
Tanjore ; where, at the expiration of ten days he received advice from Mr. 
Palk, who had been deputed to the king, that he had prevailed upon 
him to declare openly, and that orders were given to Monack-jee the 
general to affemble the Tanjorine troops. On which the Englifh army 
proceeded to Tanjore, where it was determined to remain until they 
were joined by the reinforcement expected from fort St. David. 

Of all the Nabob’s cavalry, no more than fifty accompanied him, 
the reft retrained encamped under the walls of Tritchanopoly, and a 
few days after the departure of the Englilh army went in a body, and 
informed captain Dalton that they intended to go over to the enemy, 
with whom they had made their terms, defiring at the fame time that 
he would not fire upon them as they were marching off. This, as 
he was very glad to get rid of fuch a dangerous incumbrance, he readily 
promifed, and they went away unmolefted at noon-day. 

The enemy, having now no other immediate objed, gave their 
whole attention to blockade the city, which they were in a condition 
to effed without much difficulty ; for their fuperiority in Europeans 
deterred the garrifon from venturing without the walls to interrupt their 
night patroles, as was their cuftom when they had only the Myforeans 
and Morattoes to encounter. However captain Dalton took the precaution 
of undermining in a dark night the polls of Warriore and Weycon- 
dah, to the weft of the city; the defences of Warriore were ryined, 
but the explofion failed at Weycondah. 
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The late fupplies of provifions being entirely referved for the ule of 1753. 
the garrifon, the inhabitants were left to provide for thcmfelves, and 
rice was now fold in the market for half a crown the meaiure, about 
an Engliffi quart, which was fifteen times dearer than the common 
price } and fire- wood was (earcely to be procured at any rate. This 
fcarcity foon obliged them to quit their habitations, and in lefs than a 
month this fpacious city, which had formerly contained 400,000 perfons, 
was left almoft dcfolatci for the military people who remained in It, 
foldiers and artificers of all denominations, did not exceed 2000 men : 

Of thefe the Nabob’s Peans as being capable of no other fervicc than to give 
an alarm, were polled between the outward and inward wall ; their 
number was about 1 000 : the fepoys, 600, were ftationed round the 
ramparts, and the Europeans, about 200, were appointed, fome to 
guard the gates, whilft the reft lay on their arms every night, in 
readinefs to march to any quarter where the alarm might be given. 

Vigilance fupplied as much as poffible the defedt of numbers ; ne- 
verthelefs it was vifible that the city, thus flenderly garrilbned, would 
run great rifque if the enemy attempted a vigorous aflault by night : 
nor were they entirely without fuch intentions; for the French pre- 
pared foaling ladders, and often fent parties to found the depth of the 
ditch; but thele were always difeovered and beat off before they could 
accomplith their defign. In the mean time, Mr. Dupleix, ftrenuoully 
importuned Mr. Brenicr who had fucceeded Mr. Aftruc in the com- 
mand, to attempt an efcalade at all events, and fuggefted to him a 
method of getting the information he wanted by fending one De 
Cattans an intelligent officer, as a defertcr, into the town : the man 
was promifed the command of a company, and thirty thou (and rupees ; 
for which he not only undertook to find out the proper fpot where they 
fhould place their fealing ladders, but alio to maintain a correfpondence 
with the French prifoners, who were to break loo(e, and (eize the arms of 
the guard, and attack the quarters of the Engliffi whilft the affault 
was made on the walls. He was admitted into the city, and faid that 
he came to offer his (ervice to the Engliffi, being dlfgufted by an un- 
juft cenfure which had been caft on his conduit in the late battle 
at the golden rock : an over-ftrained affectation of franknefs in his 
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behaviour gave captain Dalton fome fufpicions, and two (pies were 
fct to watch his a&ions, who at different times difcovered him mea- 
suring the calibre of the guns, taking a furvey of the works, and 
fathoming the height of the wall with a lead and line, after which 
he threw notes through the windows to the French prifbners. There 
was in the garrifon a French foldier whofe fidelity to the Englifh 
might be depended on j this man engaged to detect his countryman 
flill more effe&ually, and fuffered himfelf to be chaftized in his fight 
by captain Dalton for fome pretended negled ; after which he affedted 
fuch a refentment for this treatment, that De Cattans gave him his entire 
confidence, offering him a great reward if he would affifl in the 
execution of his plan. The foldier faid he was not made for great en- 
terprizes, but offered to defert the firft night he fhould be on guard at 
the barrier, and to carry a letter, provided De Cattans would affure 
him of a pardon for having deferred from the French. This the other 
readily agreed to, and gave him a pardon in form figned with his 
name, to which he added the title “ of plenipotentiary of the mar- 
quis Dupleix.” At the fame time he delivered to him a letter for 
Mr. Brenier which contained a full and exadt defeription of the defences of 
the place, and fome commendations on his own addrefs in deceiving the 
Englifli commandant, whom he deferibed as a very young man that 
placed more confidence in him than in any of his own officers. ’ The 
fohte earned the letter to captain Dalton, who immediately caufed 
De Cattans to be amefied , at firft he denied the faff, bn. on feeing his 
own wrtttng, defired that he might not fuffer the difgtaee of beinn 
hanged, but have the honour of being fliot by a file of mulketeerf 
He was to d that his fate could not be decided before major La w- 
rence arrived .captain Dalton, however, defirous of drawing ,h e enemy 
into a fnare by the fame means which they had employed againif 
lumlelf . prom, fed the criminal to intercede for his pardon provided 
he would wide a letter to Mr. Brenier, and prevail upon him to at 
tempt an efcalade at foch a part as he, captain Daltw, fhould die- 
t.ite , this De Cattans readily agreed to* the nlac-e fi v ~j 
Dalton’s battery on the weft^ dot far 'from tt l fo n ^c ™ 
bemg more aceeffihle than any other from without. but the defend 
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and retrenchments within were Wronger than any where elie. A black i 
fellow undertook to carry the letter for eight rupees, and Mr. Brcnier,'"" 
giving him twenty fent him back with a letter to De Cattans, promifing 
to put his plan into execution, and defiring him to write frequently. In 
vain did the garrifon watch feveral nights fucceflively, hoping that the 
enemy would make the aflault ; but the various reports which they receiv- 
ed of major Lawrence’s arrival, kept them in fuch a continual buftle 
and alarm, that they could not fpare a night for the execution of this 
enterprize, notwithftanding they appeared convinced of its practicability. 

The Myforeans finding that the explofion made at Weycondah, had 
done little damage, took pofieffion of this poft, and mounting two 
fmall pieces of cannon on the rampart, encamped 300 horfe and fome 
Pcans under the walls j and as the garrifon of Tritchanopoly had 
not lately ventured into the field, thofe troops flept in perfect fecurity 
without a fingle centinel. Captain Dalton receiving intelligence of 
their negligence, refolved to beat up their quarters, and chufing a 
time when it was very dark, a party of 400 men, moftly Sepoys, 
marched up clofe to the tents, and made a general difeharge amongft 
them before they were once challenged. The Sepoys got fome 
horfes and arms, and the whole party retreated out of reach before 
the enemy were fufficiently rouzed to do more than fire a few ihot 
at random. 

At length, after remaining a month clofely blockaded, and obliged 
to be continually on their guard, the garrifon received advice that the 
Major was approaching: he was joined by the Tanjorine army, 
confiding of 3000 horfe, and 2000 matchlocks, under the command 
of Monack-jee, as alfo by the expe&ed reinforcement from fort St. 
David, of 170 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. On the 7th of Au- 
guft, the army arrived at Dalaway’s choultry, fituated clofe to the 
fouthern hank of the Caveri, fix miles eaft of Tritchanopoly, where 
they were detained the next day by the falling of a heavy rain, which 
rendered the country between the choultry and city impaffable. This 
obliged them to ftrike to the fouth-Weft, and the 9th in the morning 
they continued their march, cfcorting a convoy of feveral thoufand 
bullocks provided by the Nabob, and faid to be laden with provifions } 
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Bgnak from the top of the rock in Tritchanopoly, not- only apprized' 
them that the enemy were in motion, but likewife pointed out the 
diipofitions they were making. Their cavalry in different parties 
extended from the French rock to the golden rock: at the 'fugar 
loaf rock, as being the place where major Lawrence would firft come 
within their reach, they kept their main body of Europeans and 
Sepoys, together with their artillery ; and a detachment took pof- 
feflion of the, golden rock. The major, when arrived about a mile 
fouth-eaft of the fugar loaf, halted, and having confidered the enemy’s 
difpofitipn, formed his line and ordered his march in confequence of it. 
To preferve the baggage and provifions from the enemy’s fire, he deter- 
mined not to attempt a paffage through the pods they occupied; but 
to march round the golden rock, whilft the convoy with the Nabob 
and his retinue efcorted by -the Tanjorine troops, moved on at fome 
diftance,, on,* the left flank of the Europeans and Sepoys. It was ne- 
ceflary at, all events t to drive the enemy from the golden rock, fince 
their fire* from; hence might greatly incommode the line of march; 
but as a fufpieion of the Major’s intentions to pafs that way, would 
naturally induce them to reinforce this poft, he refolved to divert their 
attention, by halting, and forming as if he intended to march dire&ly 
and attack their main body at the fugar loaf rock. This ftratagem had 
the defired effedt : monfieur Brenicr, not an acute officer, recalled the 
greatefl part of his detachment from the golden rock, and with much 
byyftlegpt his troops in order to receive the Major: who in the mean 
time detached the grenadiers and 800 Sepoys from the front of the line, 
ordering them to defile behind the convoy which Hill proceeded on, 
and to march with all poffible expedition and attack the golden rock. 
Mr. Brenier, did not perceive this motion before it was too late to prevent 
the effeft of it; he however inftantly fent forward 1000 horfe at full 
gallop to intercept the Engliffi party, and at the fame time detached 
300 Europeans to reinforce the guard at the rock. The cavalry foon 
catne up with the Engliffi party* and endeavoured to retard, their march 
by. caracolling and galloping about as if they intended to charges but 
the grenadiers did not fuffer- themfelvee- to be amufed by thefe motions, 
fifed hotly upon them without flackening their pace, nor made a 
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halt until they had mounted the rock, drove the enemy down, and plant- 1753. 
ed their colours on the top, which they accomplifhed before the enemy’s 
party of infantry, marching from the fugar loaf rock, had got half way : 
who feeing the poft they were fent to reinforce loft, had not the heart 
to make a pufh to recover it ; but halted, and taking ftielter behind a 
bank, began to cannonade the grenadiers and Sepoys at the golden rock 
with four field pieces. By this time Mr. Brenier with the reft of the 
French troops, had proceeded a little way from the fugar loaf rock, to 
fupport his advanced party ; but feeing them halt, he halted likewile. 

So that the main body of the Englifh troops continued their march, and 
fecurcd the pofleflion of the golden rock without interruption : The 
Tanjorines foon after came up with the baggage, and were ordered to re- 
main with it in the rear. The Englifli artillery were now warmly em- 
ployed againft the cannon of the enemy’s advanced party, of whom 
none but the artillery men were expofed, for the reft kept clofe behind 
the bank. The Englifti battalion was drawn up in the open plain with- 
out ftielter, and in this fituation fuffered confiderably, whilft their artil- 
lery did little mifehief to the enemy ; however the fliot that flew over 
the bank went amongft a large body of horfe who were drawn up in the 
rear of the advanced party, and flung them into confnfion ; which cap- 
tain Dalton obferving, he fallied from the city with two field pieces, 
and the cavalry finding themfelvcs between two fires, hurried out of reach, 
fomc to the eaft, and others to the weft. In the mean time fcvcral of 
the Englifti battalion were ftruck down, and major Lawrence obferving 
that the enemy’s main body made no motion to join the advanced 
party, determined to make a pufti, and drive thefc troops from the advan- 
tageous ground of which they had taken pofleflion. The grenadiers, 
with 200 more Europeans, and 300 Sepoys, were ordered to inarch and 
attack them, whilft major Lawrence remained at the golden rock with the 
reft ready to fupport them if repulled, or if fucccfsful, to join and- purfuc 
the advantage by driving the beaten party on the enemy’s main body* The 
fuccefs of this attempt depending in a great meafure on making the attack 
before the enemy’s main body could move up to the fuccour of their party, 
the Englifti for more expedition marched without any field pieces; 
but the artillery was notwithstanding not idle, for they fired continually 
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1753. from the main body to deter the enemy’s cavalry from attacking the 
..-y-Mj flanks of the party as they marched. The officer appointed to lead the 
attack, inftead of following his orders, which directed him to come to 
the pufh of bayonet without hesitation, fent word that he could not 
execute them without artillery, and that he was halted, waiting for it. 
Upon this major Lawrence inftantly quitted the main body, and 
galloping up, put himfelf at the head of the party, and led them on. 
The troops, animated by his example, marched on with great Spirit, keep- 
ing their order, notwithftanding they were galled by a very fmart fire 
from the enemy’s artillery, which ft ruck down feveral men, and amongft 
them captain Kirk, at the head of the grenadiers : thefe brave fellows, 
whom nothing during the war had ever daggered, could not fee the death 
of the officer they loved without emotion. Captain Kilpatrick feeing 
them at a ftand, immediately put himfelf at their head, and defired them, 
if they loved their captain as much as he valued his friend, to follow 
him, and revenge his death : roufed in an inftant by this fpirited ex- 
hortation and example, they fwore in their manner, that they would 
follow him to hell. In this temper they puffied on j and in order to 
prevent the enemy from retreating to their main body, marched to gain 
their right flank : the enemy had not the courage to ftand the fhock, 
but quitted the bank in great precipitation, and leaving three field pieces 
behind them, ran away towards Weycondah, expofed great part of the 
way to the fire of the two field pieces which captain Dalton had brought 
out of the city, every fhot of which, for feveral difeharges, took off two 
or three men. The enemy’s main body now, when too late, began 
to move to the affiftance of their party, but feeing them irretrievably 
defeated, and perceiving at the fame time the main body of the Englifh 
advancing from the golden rock, they loft courage, and without waiting 
to give or receive a fire, ran off in great confufion towards the five rocks, 
expofed to a fevere cannonade from the rear divifion of the Englifh 
artillery which had been left at the golden rock with the baggage ; 
$* T anjorine horfe remained fpedfators of their flight without taking 
advantage of it, by falling on them fword in hand, which if they had 
done, few would have efcaped ; fo that the lofs which they fuftain- 
ed in Europeans did not exceed 100 men killed and wounded: of 
- the 



BookIV. History op the Carnatic. 

the English battalion about 40 men were either killed or difabled, 1 
and on both fides, principally by cannon (hot. 

Monack-jee endeavoured to excufe his negledt by alledging that the fol- 
licitudeof the Nabob and his commiflaries for the fafety of the convoy, 
made him unwilling to leave it expofed to the enemy’s cavalry which 
hovered round in large bodies : but this was no good reafon, for major 
Lawrence immediately on the enemy's retreat fent him orders to purfue, 
ahd die battalion were marching back to fecure the convoy. As foon 
as the enemy were out of fight, the army with the convoy proceeded to 
the city, where on taking an account of the provifions before they were 
lodged in the magazines, it was found that the quantity did not exceed 
300 bullock loads, and this not a little damaged : which, in weight not 
being more than 30,000 pounds, was fcarcely fuffident to fupply the 
Europeans and Sepoys 10 days. It would be difficult to find an example 
of fo great a negligence, in Co eflentiai a fervice, which had cod (b much 
pains and rifque, excepting in the irregular and indolent adminiftration of 
a Moorilh government in Indofian ; and indeed the Englifh thcmfelves were 
much to blame for trading this important charge entirely to the conduit 
of the Nabob and his officers, who had loaded the red of the bullocks, 
for there were near 4000, with their own baggage and a heap of trum- 
pery not worth the carriage. 

The enemy removed their tents and baggage as foon as it was dark 
from the fugar loaf rock to Weycondah, where they encamped all to- 
gether in fo ftrong a fituation, protected by the fire of that pod, that 
they could not be attacked with any profpedt of fuccefs. The Myforeans 
had always drawn their provifions from their own country ; and as there 
was little probability of procuring plenty to the city whild the enemy re- 
mained on the plain, the Major, as foon as the troops were a little re- 
frelhcd, marched out, and taking a circuit encamped at the five rocks, 
intending to intercept their Convoys coming from the eadward, and thus 
retaliate the didrdles which they had fo often brought upon his army. At 
the fame time Monack-jee, in order to fecure the communication with 
Tanjore, undertook to reduce Elimiferum, where the enemy had left a 
garrifon of 200 Sepoys and a few Europeans, who fubmitted to him after 
a little refidance. 
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Major Lawrence now ordered De Cattans to be hanged in fight of the 
Enemy's advanced guards : he died with great refolution, but Shewed 
much concern that he had endeavoured to betray captain Dalton, who 
had received him with fo much hofpitality and kindnefs. As the Englifh 
had condeicendcd to employ this delinquent againfl his own country- 
men, after he was detected, his life ought to have been fpared. 

The Enemy ftill remaining at Wcycondah, major Lawrence made a 
motion towards them on the 23d, upon which they decamped in a hurry, 
and leaving part of their baggage, with a gun and fome ammunition 
behind, made a dilorderly retreat to Mootachellinoor, a throng potl on the 
bank of theCaveri, which fecured their communication with Seringham : 
the next day major Lawrence took pofleflion of the ground they had 
abandoned with an intention to fend forward fome artillery near enough 
to cannonade them ; but thisdefign was unexpectedly fruflrated, for the 
next day a reinforcement, equal to the whole of the Englifh force, appeared 
on the bank of the Coleroon. It confifted of 300.0 Morattoes, a great 
number of Peans, and fome Topafles under the command of Morari- 
row, together with 400 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with fix guns. 

Molt of thefe Europeans arrived in the end of June from the ifland 
of Mauritius, where they had been difeiplined ; and Mr. Dupleix com- 
mitted a great error in not fending them immediately, together with 
Morari-row’s troops, to Tritchanopoly, more efpecially as the fignal 
defeat of the French and Myforeans at the golden rock might have 
convinced him that they would hardly be able to prevent the En- 
glifh, when reinforced by the troops of Tanjore, from making their way 
good to the city with the convoy : but his vanity on this occafion con- 
founded his good fenfe ; for treating the battle of the golden rock as a 
trifling fkirmifh, and attributing the ill fuccefs of it to fome pretended 
accidents common to the fortune of war, he feemed to difdain fending 
any farther afilftance to an army which he confidently aflerted could 
not fail to overpower their . enemies in a very few days; he therefore 
detained this force to make conquefts in the Carnatic ; but the wilful 
difpofition of Morari-row fruflrated in a great meafure this defign,: for 
regarding no injunctions excepting thole of the Myforean, who was afraid 
to give him pofitive orders, the Morattoe traveried the province accord- 
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ing to his own inclination, without keeping his force united, or a&ing 1753 
in concert with the troops of Pondicherry. However Mr. Dupleix 
purfuing his plan as well as he was able, detached immediately after the 
capture of Chillambrum a large body of Sepoys, accompanied by fome 
Morattoes, to attack the pagoda of Verdachellum ; this force was led 
by one Ilalfan Ally, who had long been commander in chief of the 
French Sepoys, and had diftinguifhed himfelf fo much in this employ- 
ment that the French king had honoured him with a gold medal in 
token of his fervices ; this man was taken at Seringham with Mr. Law, 
and the Englith knowing his capacity kept him a dole prifoner at fort St. 

David; from whence, however, he had lately contrived to efcape, being car- 
ried through the guards in a baiket which they imagined to contain lumber. 

The g'arrifon of Verdachellum confided only of 50 Sepoys commanded by 
a ferjeant, who furrendered after a flight refiftance ; from hence Haflan 
Ally, joined by 50 Europeans, proceeded toTrinomalee, where they found 
Morari-row with the greatefl: part of his force aflifting, according to his 
promile, the troops of Velore, who were laying clofe fiege to the place. 

The army of the befiegers now amounted to 6000 cavalry, 5000 Se- 
poys, and too Europeans, including the 50 which Mortiz-ally kept in 
his own pay. The garrilon, 1 500 men, commanded by Barkatoola, a 
faithful fervant to the Nabob, and a gallant officer, defended thetnfelves 
with much bravery, making frequent tallies, and in one they fur- 
prized and beat up the quarters of the Morattoes, killing many of their 
horfes ; this lofs, the mod fenliblc that the Morattoes can feel, deter- 
mined Morari-row to look out for eafler conquefts ; and leaving the 
Phoufdar’s troops to continue the fiege as they could, he marched away, 
with an intention to lay fiege to Palam Cotah, a fort in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chillambrum. Here he was joined by a party of 350 Eu- 
ropeans, who endeavoured to prevail on him to march with them and ■ 
attack the Englifh fettlement of Devi Cotah, but Morari-row, apprehen- 
five of the lofs he might fuffer in this attempt, refilled to accompany 
them. On this difference they feparated, the French marching towards 
the woods of Warior-pollam, iq hopes of levying contribution from the 
Polygar ; and the Morattoe to Trinomalee. Hpre, a few days after his 
arrival, he received letters from the regent, informing him of his dif- 
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trefs fince his convoys from Myfore began to be intercepted, and 
ddiring him in the raoft preffing terms to move immediately to Seringham 
with his whole force ; and Mr. Dupleix advifing him at the fame time 
that he intended to fend all the Europeans he could bring into the field, 
the Morattoe, calling in all his ftragglers, hurried back to Chillambrum, 
which was appointed the place of general rendezvous ; from hence the. 
whole reinforcement proceeded by very expeditious marches to Tritcha- 
nopoly, in fight of which they arrived on the 24th of Auguft. 

Their appearance at fo critical a conjuncture did not fail to raile the 
enemy’s fpirits, who teftified their joy by firing falutes and exhibiting 
fireworks for three days fucceflively, at the fame time making the necef- 
fary preparations for coming to the plains again ; whilffc the Engliffi and 
their allies faw themfelves under the neceflity of taking their mea- 
fures to act again on the. defenfive, under the fame difadvantages to 
which they had been conftantly fubjedt, excepting in the fliort interval 
fince the laft defeat of the enemy : but even in this interval they had 
not been able to get more provifions than fufficcd for the daily confump- 
tion j for as their force was net fufficient to fpare confiderable efcorts at a 
diftance for the time nccefiary to colledl large fupplies, what they re- 
ceived came daily in fmall quantities, about 1 00 bullock loads" at a 
time, which indeed had lately joined the camp without much difficulty. But 
it was evident that the enemy’s detachments would now fcour the plain 
again as ufual ; the Major therefore, to diminifh the rifk of his convoys 
coming from the eaft ward, quitted the neighbourhood of Weycondah as 
foon as their reinforcement appeared, and encamped on the fame 
ground which he had formerly occupied a little to the north of the Fac- 
quirc’s Tope. The enemy three days after quitted Mootachellinoor, and 
encamped at the five rocks, where their army covered a great extent of 
ground, for they had likewife been reinforced from, Myfore. From the 
great fuperiority of their numbers, the Major expected that they would 
attack him in his camp, and ordered his men to fleep on their arms ; 
hut they contented themfelves with following their former plan 
of intercepting the convoys. And the very next day, the 28th 1 , near 
e 000 h° r k> Morattoes and Myforeans, attacked an efcort of 100 Euro- 
peans with great vigour ; but the men, accuftomed to fuch encounters, 
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prefer ved themfelves and the convoy by not parting with their fire, al- 1753 
though the enemy rode up feveral times to the very bayonets,. 

The prefidency of Madrafs hearing of the reinforcement which Mr. 
Dupleix had fcnt to Seringham, determined to ftrqngthen their own 
army with all the men that could be fpared for the field, and lent 
them in one of the company’s flfips to Devi Cotah ; and the Major, 
in order to facilitate the junction of thefe troops, as well as to pro- 
tect his convoys, determined to encamp farther to the eaftward ; and 
fending off his baggage in the night, marched at day break the firft 
of September over the plain in full view of the enemy, and pitched 
his camp at a little diftance to the fouth-eaft of the French rock. This 
ground was well chofen, for the right flank was prote&ed by fome 
pieces of artillery mounted on the rock, which were flanked by the 
cannon of the city. The front of the camp was for the mod part fe- 
cured by a morafs, and the rear by fwamps and rice fields. The 
Tanjorines were exceedingly delighted with the fecurity in which 
they here found themfelves, for they had before began to droop with 
apprehenfions of having their quarters beat up by the Morattoes ; and 
Monack-jee exerting all his influence amongft his countrymen, prevailed 
on the merchants who dealt in rice, to bring frequent fupplies of grain, 
although in fmall quantities. The enemy’s fcouts gave them fuch good 
intelligence of the approach of the convoys that few efcaped unat- 
tacked, but being conftantly fupported by detachments of Europeans, 
they made their way good to the camp ; not indeed without fome lofs, 
fince it was impoflible in the tumult to prevent the bullocks and cooleys 
from flinging down their loads and taking flight. However what arrived 
was fufiicient for the daily wants, but fo little more, that if two or three 
convoys had been cut off, the army would have been obliged to have had 
recourfe to the fmall flock which was laid up in the* city. The enemy, as 
if determined to reduce them to this diftrefs, moved from the five 
rocks, and encamped at the fugar loaf, extending from hence to the 
golden rock. Here the regent and Morari-row having intelligence of 
the reinforcement of which the English were in expectation, prefiingly 
intreated the French to attack their camp before thofe troops arrived ; 
but Mr. Aftruc declined the attempt, and contented himfelf with wait- 
ing 
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753. ing for lefs hazardous opportunities of diminifhing their force : at length 
the Englifh reinforcement arrived on the 19th of September, at Kelli 
Cotah, a fort 1 5 miles eaft of the city : and never perhaps had two 
armies remained 18 days in fo extraordinary a fituation, both encamped 
on the open plain without a bufh on it, at about two miles diftance 
from each other, fo that with their glafies, they could fee one another 
iitting at dinner in their tents ; and a cannon (hot from the advanced 
polls might eafily reach the oppolite camp: but as the fwamps in the 
rear of both the camps did not permit either to move farther back, both 
refrained from commencing a cannonade; the Englilh defired nothing 
more than to keep their battalion unimpaired until the arrival of their 
reinforcement, but for this very reafon the French ought to have taken all 
opportunities cf diminifhing their number. Major Lawrence now appre- 
hending nothing fo much, as that the enemy might fend a large detach- 
ment to intercept his reinforcement, determined if poflible to divert 
their attention by cannonading their camp; and the day in which 
the troops were ordered to march from Kelli Cotah, an eighteen pounder, 
fent from the city, was mounted about half a mile fouth-weft of the 
French rock, on the bank of the water-courfe that interfedts the 
plain, and early in the morning the 1 6th of September, it began to 
fire fmartly ; every Ihot was feen to ftrike among!! the tents of the 
French battalion, who after having bore the infult patiently for two 
hours, detached their three companies of grenadiers with a large 
body of their allies, horfe and foot, to attack the party polled with 
the eighteen pounder; upon which motion the Major immediately 
threw a reinforcement into the watercourfe of 250 Europeans, 800 
Sepoys, and three field pieces under the command of captain Charles 
Campbell, who defended it fo well that the enemy were obliged 
to del'll! from their attempt, and retreat to their camp, not without a 
confiderable lots ; for they had bore for fome time a fmart cannonade 
from five pieces of cannon upon the fouth-weft cavalier of the city, as 
well as from the artillery at the watercourfe. This repulfe, feconded by 
a continuance of the fire from the 1 8 pounder, either deterred or divert- 
ed them during the reft of the day from giving attention to the rein- 
forcement, who having continued their march without moleftation, join- 
ed 
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ed the camp in the evening. The whole confifted of 237 Europeans, 1753 
with the captains Ridge and Calliaud, lately arrived from Europe, and 
300 Sepoys. The jun&ion of thefe troops infpired the army with as 
much joy as the doubtful expectation of their arrival had caufed anxiety 
and folicitude ; and to retaliate on the enemy the fame marks of ex- 
ultation which they had lately employed on a like occafion, the 
tydings were announced to them by a difcharge of all the artillery in 
the camp and city. 

There being now no more reinforcements to expcCt, and the vicinity 
of the enemy having greatly augmented the difficulties of getting pro- 
vifions and fuel, major Lawrence, as foon as the troops juft arrived 
were refrefhed, determined to bring on a general battle, which if the 
enemy declined he refolved to attack them in their camp. 

The tents and baggage were font at night to remain under cover of 
the artillery of the city ; from whence at the fame time 100 Europeans, 
all who could be fpared from the garrifon, marched out and joined the 
army. Every thing being prepared, major Lawrence quitted the ground 
near the French rock, and at day break, the 20th of September, the 
army appeared at the Facquire’s tope, and remained for fomc hours 
drawn up, offering the enemy battle j but they fhewing no inclination to 
accept the defiance, the major fentforhis tents again, and encamped upon 
the fpot on which he was drawn up, refolving to attack their camp the 
next day : as the fuccefs of this delperate enterprize depended greatly on 
preventing the enemy from entertaining any fufpicion of his intention, he 
cannonaded their camp, with an eighteen pounder, at different intervals 
during the reft of the day ; hoping to make them believe that he pur- 
pofed nothing more than to harrafs and incommode them. At night the 
tents were ftruck, and fent back again towards the city, and the whole 
army was ordered, after taking their reft in the open field, to be under arms 
at four in the morning. 

The enemy’s camp extended on each fide of the fugar loaf rock, but 
much farther to the weft than to the call: : moft of the Morattoes were en- 
camped to the eaft, the French quarters were clofe to the weft of the rock, 
and beyond thefe theMyforeans extended almoft as far as the golden rock, 
Occupying the ground for a confiderable way behind the two rocks. The 
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rear of the camp was covered with thickets and rocky ground. The 
French had flung up an intrenchment in front of their own quarters, 
and intended to have continued it along the left flank to the weft > but on 
this fide had only finiflied a fmall part, feparated about 300 yards from 
the weflern extremity of their intrenchment in front, which interval was 
left open without defences : the Morattoes had likewifc flung up an 
intrenchment in their front to the eaft of the fugar loaf : at the gold- 
en rock, which commanded the left flank and the front of the ground 
on which the Myforeans were encamped, the French had ftationed an ad- 
vanced guard of 100 Europeans, two companies of Topafes, and 600 Se- 
poys, with two pieces of cannon, under the command of a partizan of forae 
reputation. Major Lawrence being apprized of thefe difpofitions, project- 
ed his attack to take the utmoft advantage of them. At the hour ap- 
pointed the army quitted the Fucquire’s tope, and marched in profound fi- 
lence towards the golden rock : the battalion confifting of 600 men 
formed the van in three equal divisions ; the firft was compofed of the 
grenadier company of 1 00 men commanded by captain Kilpatrick, the 
picket of 40, by captain Calliaud, and two platoons, each of 30 men, 
under the command of captain Charles Campbell: the artillery, fix 
field pieces, with too artillery men, were divided on the flaeks of 
each divifion : 2000 Sepoys, in two lines, followed the Europeans : 
the Tanjorine cavalry were ordered to extend to the eaft ward, and 
to march even with the laft line of Sepoys. The moon had hither- 
to been very bright ; but a fudden cloud now obfeured it fb much, 
that the firft divifion of the battalion came within piftol fhot of the 
golden rock before they were difeovered ; and giving a very fmart fire, 
mounted it in three places at once ; whilft the enemy, who had barely 
time to fkatch up their arms, hurried down after making one irregular 
difeharge, and ran away to the camp with fuch precipitation, that they 
left their two field pieces, ready loaded with grape, undifcharged. 
Animated by this fuccefs, the men called out with one voice to be led 
on to the grand camp, and the major availing himlelf of their alacrity, 
remained no longer at the rock than was necefTary to break the carri- 
ages of the enemy’s guns, and to form his. troops again. Their difjjofiti- 
on was now changed, the three divifions of Europeans were ordered to 
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march, as near as they could, in one line in front through the camp 1753* 
of the Myforeans, in order to fall at once upon the left flank of the 
French quarters : the Sepoys were divided on each flank of the batta- 
lion, but at feme diftance in the rear. Had the camp, like thole in Eu- 
rope, been covered with tents, it would have been impolfible to have 
penetrated through it in this order ; but in an Indian army none but 
the men of rank can afford the expence of a tent, and the reft Ihelter 
themfelves as they can in cabbins made of mats, fo flight that they may 
be pufhed down by the hand. The Tanjorine cavalry, intermixed with 
match-locks and peans, had halted during the attack of the golden rock, 
on the plain nearly oppofite to the front of the French intrenchment, 
and they were now inftrudted to move directly up to it, in order to 
create what confuflon they could with their fire arms and rockets ; the 
battalion received the orders for continuing the march with loud 
huzza’s, and the whole proceeded with the greateft confidence, as to a 
victory of which they were fure; the drums of the three divifions beat- 
ing the grenadiers march, the gunners with their portfires lighted on the 
flanks, and the Sepoys founding with no little energy all their various in- 
ftruments of military mufic. This did not a little contribute to aug- 
ment the confirmation which the fugitives from the rock had fpread 
amongft the Myforeans, who were already taking flight, when the En- 
glilh entered their camp. The Europeans marched with fixed bayonets, 
and recovered arms, but the Sepoys kept up a fmart fire upon the fwarms 
that were taking flight on all fides. The French difcovered by the fugi- 
tives which way the attack would fall, and drew up to oppofe it, facing 
the weft j the right of their battalion was behind the unfinifhed part 
of their intrenchment, and the reft extended towards the intrenchment 
they had thrown up in front ; which their line, however, did not reach 
by a hundred yards ; but a bank running at this diftance parallel to that 
intrenchment, ferved to defend the left flank of their battalion. In this 
pofition they derived no advantage from that part of their works on which 
they had fo much depended : to the left of their battalion was a body of 
2000 Sepoys, who inclined to the left, intending to gain the flank of the 
Englifti battalion, and the fame number were defigned to form their left 
wing ; but thefe, by fome miftake, in this fcene of hurry and confufion, 
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1753. ported thcmfclves on the fugar loaf rock. The Englifli troops ad- 
vancing were prevented by the interruptions which they met with, 
in the Myth re camp from keeping up in a line; fo that the firft divifion 
had outmarched the fecond, and the fecond the third ; however, as foon 
as they came nigh the enemy, whom they difeovered by the portfires of 
their guns, the hindermoft quickened their pace : but neverthelefs the 
whole line was not completely formed before they came within twenty 
yards of the enemy, by which time the Sepoys to the right had ad- 
vanced from the rear, in order to oppofe thofe on the enemy’s left : the 
artillery in the hurry could not keep up with the battalion. The French 
artillery had for fome time fired with great vivacity, but moll of the 
rtiot flew too high, and killed feveral of the flying Myforeans. The 
adion commenced juft as the day began to dawn : Mr. Aftruc, with 
indefatigable adivity prevailed on his men to wait and receive the Englifli 
fire before they gave theirs : amongft thole who buffered in this on- 
fet was captain Kilpatrick, who commanded the divifion on the right ; 
he fell defperately wounded ; upon which captain Calliaud put him- 
felf at the head of the grenadiers, and took the command of the 
whole divifion ; the French Sepoys on the left fcarcely flood the firft 
fire of the right wing of the Englifli Sepoys, but took flight : which 
captain Calliaud perceiving, he wheeled inftantly round with his divifion, 
and gaining the left flank of the intrenchment, behind which the left 
of the French battalion was ported, poured in a clofe fire upon them ; 
and the grenadiers pufliing on with their bayonets, drove them, 
crowding upon their center : the whole line was already falling into 
confufion, when a well-levelled difeharge from the center and left of 
the Englifli battalion in front compleated the rout,, and they ran away 
in great difbrdcr to gain the other fide of the bank on their right, where 
Mr. Aftruc endeavoured to rally them : but the grenadiers purfuing them 
clofely, renewed the attack with their bayonets, and put them again 
to flight : every man now provided for his own fafety, without any re- 
gard to order, running towards the golden rock, as this way was the 
only outlet not obftru&ed ; but as foon as they got to fome diftanoe on 
the plain they difperfed and took various routs. The left wing of Vh'sJ 
Englifli Sepoys had hitherto taken no fhare in the engagement, for by 
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keeping too mmpkto the left of the battalion, they found themfelves on 1753. 
the outiide of the French intrenchment, on the ground to which the 
T anjorines were ordered to advance ; however, as foon as they perceived 
the French battalion in confulion, they pullicd on to the fugar loaf rock, 
and with much refolution attacked and difperfed the body of the ene- 
my’s Sepoys ported there, who from the beginning of the action had em- 
ployed themfelves in firing random (hot indifcriminately upon friends and 
foes. The victory was now decided, and the Englifii troops drew up 
on the French parade. A body of Morattoes were the only part of the 
Indian army which made any motions to draw off the attention of the 
Englilh during the engagement; they feeing one of the field pieces left 
with a few men at a difttance behind the rert, gallopped up, and cutting 
down the men, got pofleffion of it ; but perceiving the attle lort, they 
did not venture to carry it off : neverthelefs they did not immedi- 
ately quit the camp, where they were foon after joined by feveral other 
bodies of cavalry, encouraged by their example : but the Englifh ar- 
tillery in a few rounds obliged them to retire again, and they followed 
the reft of the fugitives, who were retreating towards Seringham by the 
pals of Mootachillinour. It was fome hours before the whole got into 
the itland, f >r the throng confifted of 30,000 men of all forts on foot, 
and 16,000 horfe, befides a great number of oxen, camels, and elephants. 

The Tanjorines were ordered to let out in purfuitof the French troops, 
who were taking flight, difperfed on all fidcs over the plain ; but they 
could not be prevailed on to quit the fpoil of the camp, which they 
were very bufy in plundering. 

'I'he tents, baggage, and ammunition of the French camp, together 
with eleven pieces of cannon, one an eighteen pounder, were taken, 
too of their battalion were either killed or wounded, and near 100 more. 


amongft whom Mr. Aftruc, with ten officers, were made prilbners: 
feveral were afterwards knock’d on the head by the people in Tonde- 
man’s woods, 65 were taken {haggling in the Tanjore country ; and a 
detachment of Sepoys, fent out by captain Dalton from the city, brought 
in or of thofe who were making their way to the ifland by the pals 
Chuckleyapolam : fo that the whole of their lofs was at leaft 300 
Europeans, with their beft officer ; for fuch undoubtedly was Mr. Aftruc 
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it might have been much more, had the Taojorines ex$rtfd themfeivesas 
they were ordered. Of the Englifh about forty Europeans were killed 
and wounded. 

This adion was decided entirely by the mulketry ; for the Englilh 
artilleiy were not brought into the engagement ; and the French cannon 
were ill pointed, and irrefolutely ferved, even before the conflict became 
hot and general ; after which the event could not remain long in fuf- 
pence between two bodies of men, whofe dead fell within 20 yards of 
each other. There are few inftances of a vidory in which the fagacity 
and fpirit of the general, as well as the refolution of the troops, are 
more to be admired. The French themfelves con felled that they had 
no fulpicion of the intentions to attack them ; nor did chance interfere 
to fubftradt from the merit of this fuccefs : for major Lawrence, before 
he quitted his camp at the French rock, had predided molt of the events 
which concurred to produce it. The Nabob’s Itandard was now planted 
in the enemy’s camp ; and the Englifh flag, difplayed on the top of 
the fugar-loaf rock, proclaimed the triumph of their arms to the country 
feveral miles round. 

The Tanjorines, elated to excefs, although they had contributed no- 
thing more than their appearance in the field to gain the vidory, propofed, 
immediately after the battle, to follow the enemy, and befiege them in 
Seringham j but major Lawrence paying no attention to this rhodomon- 
tade, moved with the army in the evening to lay liege to Weycondah. 

This place, now a fort, was originally, nothing more than a pagoda 
and choultry, lituated on the top of a rock about 30 feet high. The 
rock was afterwards inclofed by a fquare Hone wall, carried up as high 
as the top of the rock itfelf, and built thick enough to afford a rampart 
about five feet in breadth, befides a flender parapet, which has loop-holes 
to fire through : on the weltern fide there is a gateway, the top of 
which communicates with the rampart : the enemy’s garrifon confided 
chiefly of Sepoys. A watercourfe ferved inftead of a trench to Ihelter the 
Englifh troops ; who having cut embrafures through the, bank, about 400 
yards from the wall, battered it With two eighteen pounders, and at "the 
fame time threw (hells from a mortar, and two cohorns. By the next 
evening the wall was beat down, within 1 2 feet of the ground. Early 
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the next morning fome of the garrifon endeavoured to make their 1753^ 

efcape, through a fally-port on the north, to a large body of horfe, ' v “ 

who were waiting, at a diftance to receive them : thefe fugitives were 
difeovered by fome of the English Sepoys on the right, who immediately 
ran to prevent any more from getting out j and at the fame time 600 

other Sepoys, who were under arms in the watercourfe, fet out of their 

own accord, without well knowing what was the matter, and ran di- 
rectly to the breach, regardleis of the commands of their officers, who 
allured them that it was not yet practicable ; but nothing could flop the 
tumult : they made feveral ineffectual attempts to mount the breach* 
notwithftanding they were warmly fired upon by the enemy from above. 

At length, finding it impracticable to fucceed this way, they all ran to 
the gate, which fome endeavoured to force, whilft others fired up, to 
drive the defenders from the ramparts : but this attempt likewile proving 
ineffectual, a refblute Englifliman, ferjeant to a company of Sepoys, 
mounted on the fhoulders of one of them, and getting hold of fome 
of the carved work of the gateway, clambered up to the top j and 
thofe below handing up to him the colours of his company, he 
planted them fingly on the parapet : here he was foon joined by about 
20 of his company, who followed his example ; and whilft fome of thefo 
were engaged with the enemy, others went down on the infide of the 
rampart, and opened the gate. Thofe without inftantly rulhed in like 
a torrent ; which the enemy perceiving, they hurried down from the 
rampart, and ran up the fteps, to gain the choultry and pagoda at the 
top of the rock ; but the Englifh Sepoys followed them fo clofely, that 
they had not time to make any difpofitions to defend themfelves there 
before they were attacked at the pufh of bayonet : in the firft fury 
feveral were killed ; but the reft, about 400, flinging down their arms 
and calling for quarter, were fpared. 

From Weycondah the army removed, and encamped at the French 
Rock, where they now abounded in as much plenty as they had hitherto 
luffercd diftrefs ; for none of the enemy’s parties ventured on the plain, 
and the country people, no longer terrified by the apprehenfion of lofing 
tb'.'u nofes, brought in provifions in fuch abundance, that rice, which 
;ee days before was fold at four raeafures for the rupee, now fold at 
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1753. fix teen ; and at this rate a flock was laid in fufficient to fupply the 
garriion for fix months at full allowance. Captain Dalton feeing this ob- 
ject of the general follicitudc provided for, and the city in all other 
refpeds out of danger, quitted the command of Tritchanopoly, and fome 
time after returned to Europe. 

The approach of the rainy monfoon in the middle of Odtober made 
it neceifary to carry the troops into cantonment : the city itfelf would 
certainly have afforded them the beft ffielter : but the flock of provifions 
laid up for the ufe of the garrifon would foon have been con lumed by 
the addition of fuch a number of mouths : and as little danger was to 
be apprehended from any attempts which the enemy might make 
during the abfence of the army, provided the garrifon were com- 
monly vigilant, major Lawrence determined to remove to Koiladdy, 
on the frontiers of Tanjore ; from whence the wants of the army might 
conftantly be fupplied, without the neceffity of fatiguing the troops by 
employing them to effort convoys. Four hundred Sepoys and the lick 
of the battalion, with 1 50 Europeans, were fent into Tritchanopoly, to 
augment the garrifon ; a detachment was left to defend Elimiferum ; 
and the reft of the Englifh troops marched on the 23d of Odtober to 
their winter quarters : they were accompanied by the Nabob, with the 
few troops he commanded ; but the Tanjorines quitted them, and pro- 
ceeded to their capital, in order to be prefent at the celebration of a 
great feftival which falls out at this time of the year. It was with 
great rcludtance that major Lawrence faw them depart, judging from 
experience, that nothing but the laft neceffity would induce the king to 
fend them back, notwithftanding that he promifed, with much feeming 
complacence, that they fliould take the field, and rejoin the Nabob, as 
foon as the monfoon was paft. 

During thefe tranfa&ions to the fouth of the Coleroon, the Englilh 
arms had likewife gained fome fuccefles in the Carnatic. The retreat 
of Morari-row from before Trinomalee increafed the courage of the 
garriion, who fignalized themfelves fo much by their frequent fallies 
that the prefidency of Madrafs determined to fend a reinforcement 
their affiftance; and 500 Sepoys, detached from the garrifon of A ' 
arrived in the middle of September in fight of the place : but finding 
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all the avenues blockaded, they concerted meafures with the governor, 1753. 
Barkatoola, to favour their junction, by making a vigorous Tally, on a 
certain quarter of the enemy’s camp, which the Sepoys promiled to 
attack at the fame time in the rear. This plan was executed with fo much 
vigour, that notwithftanding the enemy took the alarm time enough to 
bring the greateft part of their troops into adtion, they were entirely de- 
feated : the general of the Valore troops being killed on the fpot, and 
Huflan-ally, the commander of the French Sepoys, taken prifoner 
mortally wounded. This lofs of their commanders ftruck the army 
with fo much confternation, that they immediately raifed the liege. 

In the fame month the prefidency were much alarmed by the at- 
tempts ofMahomed Comaul, the moft confiderable of the adventurers, who 
in thefe times of confulion fet up the ftandard of indep 4 |kncy. This 
man commanded a body of horfe at the fiege of Arcot ; and after the 
army of Raja-laheb was difperfed by the battle of Covrepauk, kept to- 
gether his own troops, and immediately levied contributions not only 
fufficient to attach them to his lervice, but alfo to engage others to lift 
under his banner : however, alarmed by the fate of Chundafaheb 
at Seringham, he judicioully determined to remove out of the reach of 
danger into the country of Neloor, the north-eaft part of the Nabob’s 
dominions, not doubting that its diftance both from Arcot and Ma- 
drafs would enable him to cftablilh himfelf in thofe diftri&s : he fuc- 
ceeded even beyond his expectation, for he found means to furprize 
the capital of Neloor itfelf, from whence he obliged Nazeabulla, 
the governor, to fly to Arcot. The Englilh and the Nabob had fo 
many enemies to fight, and fo few troops to fend into the field, that 
they could fpare none to check the enterprizes of Mahomed Comaul, 
who having enjoyed the fruits of his fuccefles without interruption for a 
year, extended his views, and prepared to attack the pagoda of Tri- 
petti. This temple, one of the moft famous in the Decan, is iituated 
on the top of a mountain, about fifty miles north-eaft of Arcot. The 
feaft of the god to whom it is dedicated is annually celebrated in the 
month of September, and the offerings made by the concourfe of pil- 
grims who arrive from all parts to aflift at it, amount to fo great a 
fum, that the Bramins, befide what they referve to themfelves, pay the 
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1753. government an annual revenue of 60,000 pagodas, or 24,000 pounds 
flerling. This revenue die Nabob had affigned over to the Engliih 
as a rcimburfement in part of the great expences they had incurred in 
the war, and as neither the Bramins nor the pilgrims are follicitous to 
whom this money is paid, provided the feaft goes on without inter- 
ruption, it was the intention of Mahomed Comaul to get pofleffion of 
the pagoda before the feaft began. The prelidency of Madras, alarm- 
ed for the fafety of a place in which the company was fo much inter- 
efted, fent a detachment of forty Europeans, two companies of Sepoys, 
and three pieces of cannon, with orders to march and defend the pago- 
da : they were to be joined on the road by Nazeabulla, the Nabob’s 
brother, at:, the head of a large body of troops, but thefe not coming 
up in timetJife detachment proceeded without them. When arrived 
near Tripetti they were unexpe&edly furrounded by the whole of Ma- 
hamed Comaul’s force, 5,000 men, horfe and foot ; the detachment had 
juft time to take fhelter in a neighbouring village, where the enemy imme- 
diately attacked them, and although conftantly repulfed, they did not 
defift from their attempts before the night fet in j when the detachmnet 
having loft feveral of their Europeans, and expended all their amuni- 
tion, retreated j the next day they were joined by Nazeabulla Cawn’s 
army, with whom the day afterwards they proceeded again towards 
Tripetti. Mahomed Comaul met them on the plain, and the adion 
began by a cannonade, which having created fome confufion amongft 
the enemy, enfign Holt, who commanded the Englifh detachment, 
marched up with his Europeans and Sepoys to improve the advantage } 
but before they came near enough to give their fire, a (hot from a wall- 
piece killed enfign Holt. However the men, not difconcerted by this 
accident, pufhed on under the command of their next officer, enfign 
Ogilby, and attacked the enemy with great vivacity, ^ who were already 
wavering, when a lucky ffiot from one of the field pieces killed the 
elephant of Mahomed Comaul. His army feeing the ftandard of their 
general fall to the ground, as ufual took flight, and with fo much pre- 
cipitation, that before he had time to mount a horfe, they left him at 
the me,rcy of his enemies. He was taken prifoner and parried to Na, : 
zeabulla Cawn, by whofe order he was inftantly beheaded. His death} 

4 removed 



Book IV. History op the Carnatic. 34$ 


removed the moft dangerous difturber of the Nabob’s government in 
this part of the country, for he was a very brave and adtive man: there 
were leveral other chiefs oflcfs conlequence, who were conftantly making 
inroads into the diftrids of Ponamalee, Chinglaput and Arcot, and gave 
frequent employment to the garrifons of thefe places; but they aL 
ways retreated as foon as they heard that a detachment of Europeans 
was marching againtt them. 

The enemy at Seringham feemed fo little inclinable to take advan- 
tage of the abfence of the Englifh troops cantoned at Koiladdy, that 
they did not even fend parties on the plain to prevent the country peo- 
ple from going daily with provifions to the market in Tritchanopoly 
where the garrifon were as well fupplied and lived in as much tranquility 

as if both Tides had agreed in form to a reflation of^oftilities : the 
enemy, however, convinced that theEnglifh would never have attempted to 
attack their camp at the fugar loaf rock if they had not been joined by the 
cavalry of Tanjore, determined to leave no means untried to deprive them 
of this refource in future. Accordingly the regent gave Succo-jee the 
king’s minifter and favourite a fum of money more confiderabk 
than the firft bribe, and Mr. Dupleix fent a letter penned in the Ma- 
labar language by his wife, in which he threatened the king, that if 
he dared to give the Nabob and the Englifh any more afliftance, the 
Morattoes fliould lay wafte his country with fire and fword, and that 
if this fliould not be fufficient to terrify him into a neutrality, he would 
bring down the Soubah Sal abad-jing, with his whole army, from Golcon- 
da. The effed of thefe practices, both on the king and his minifter, 
was foon vifible ; for Sueco-jee taking advantage of the timorous and 
fufpicious charader of his matter, prevailed on him to remove the gene- 
ral Monack-jee from the command of the army, by reprefenting him as 
a man in fuch clofe connection with the Englifh, that he might probably 
from a reliance on their friendfhip, be induced to form projects dange- 
rous even to the king himfelf ; who, alarmed at the fame time by the 
menaces of Dupleix, determined to preferve his country by breaking the 
promife he had made to the Nabob and major Lawrence; 'to fend his 
troops to Koiladdy as foon as the rains were over. Having brought him 
thus far, the next ftep was to make him join the enemy ; this likewife 
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Succo-jee undertook to efteCt, and the king it is faid was on the point 
of figning the treaty, when a fudden and unexpected event hopped his 
hand. 

In the beginning of November the French at Seringham received 
a reinforcement of 300 Europeans, 200 Topafles, and 1000 Sepoys, 
with lome cannon > but inftcad of giving any fign that they had reco- 
vered their fpirits by this increafe of their ftrength, they determined to 
remain quiet until major Lawrence fhould be ready to quit Koiladdy, 
in hopes that the garrifon of Tritchanopoly would be lulled into fecuri- 
ty by feeing them remain inactive fo long after the arrival of their re- 
inforcement, and entertain no fufpicion of the defign they were medi- 
tating, when the time fhould come for carrying it into execution. 

This defign was nothing lefs than to ftorm the city of Tritchanopoly in 
the night by furprize. The part which the French chofe to make the af- 
fault upon was Dalton’s battery, on the weft fide, near the north-weft an- 
gle of the town, the fame indicated by the letter which captain Dalton 
had prevailed on the fpy DeCattans to write to the French commander Mr. 
Brenier; had formerly been one part of the four gateways to this city. 
The entrance into an Indian fortification is through a large and compli- 
cated pile of building, projecting in the form of a parallelogram from 
the main rampart ; and if the city has two walls, it projects beyond 
them both : this building confifts of feveral continued terrafles which 
are of the fame height as the main rampart, and communicate with it : 
the inward walls of thefe terrafles form the fides of an intricate paf- 
age, about twenty feet broad, which leads by various fhort turnings at 
right angles through the whole pile, to the principal gate that ftands in 
the main rampart ; for fome fpace on each hand of Dalton’s battery, 
the interval between the outward and inward wall of the city was 
much broader than any where elfc. Captain Dalton when intrufted with 
the command of the garrifon, had converted that part of the gateway 
which projected beyond the outward wall into a folid battery, with 
embrafures ; leaving the part between the two walls as it flood with its 
windings and terrafles : an interval was likevvife left between the back- 
fide of the battery, and the terrafs neareft to it, which lay parallel 
to each other j fo that an enemy who had gained the battery could not 
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get to the terrafs without defcending into the interjacent area, and then 
mounting the wall of the terrafs with fcaling ladders : the battery, how- 
ever, communicated with the rampart of the outward wall of the city, 
but being, as that was, only eighteen feet high, it was commanded by 
the terrafles behind it, as well as by the rampart of the inner wall, 
both of which were thirty feet high. Upon one of the inward cava- 
liers, fouth of the gateway, were planted two pieces of cannon, to 
plunge into the battery, and fcour the interval between the two walls, 
as far as the terrafles of the gateway ; and two other pieces mounted in the 
north -weft angle of the inward rampart, commanded in like manner 
both the battery and the interval to the north of the terrafles. The 
French were, by De Cattans letter, and by deferters, apprized of 
all thele particulars, and notwithftanding the many difficulties they 
would have to furmount in attempting to force their way into the town 
through this part of the fortifications, they preferred it to any other, 
becaufe it was more acceflible from without ; for a rock level 
with the water almoft choaked up the ditch in front of the 
battery. 

On the 27th of November, at night, thegreateft part of the enemy's 
army crofled the river : the Myforeans and Moraftoes were diftributed 
in different parties round the city, with orders to approach to the coun- 
terfcarp of the ditch, and divert the attention of the garrifbn during 
the principal and real attack, which was referved for the French 
troops. Of this body 600 Europeans were appointed to efcalade, 
whilft Mr. Maiflin, the commander, with the reft of the battalion, 
200 men, and a large body of Sepoys, waited at the edge of the 
ditch, ready to follow the firft: party as foon as they fhould get into 
the town. At three in the morning the firft party crofled the rock 
in the ditch, and, planting their fcaling ladders, all of them mount- 
ed the battery without giving the leaft alarm to the garrifbn: for 
although the guard appointed for the battery confifted of fifty Se- 
poys, with their officers, and fome European gunners,, who were all 
prefent and alert when the rounds pafled at midnight, mod of them 
were now abfent, and they who remained on the battery were faff 
aflcep j thefe the French difpatched with their' bayonets, intending not 
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1753. to fire until they were fired upon: but this refolution was immediately 
after fruftrated by an unforefeen accident j for fome of them attempting 
to get to a flight counterwall which lines the backfideof the battery, fell 
into a deep pit, which had been left in the body of the battery itfelf, 
contiguous to that wall : none but the mod tried foldiers can refrain 
from firing upon any unexpected alarm in the night, and upon the 
fcreaming of thofe who were tumbling into the hole, feveral mufkets 
were difcharged. The French now concluding that they were difcover- 
ed, imagined they might intimidate the garrifon by (hewing how far they 
were already fuccefsful, and turning two of the twelve pounders upon 
the battery againft the town, difcharged them together with a volley of 
(mall arms, their drums beating, and their foldiers (houting their ulual 
military cry, “ vive le roy". Fortunately the main guard, the bar- 
racks of the garrifon, and the quarters of the officers were in the north 
part of the town, not more than 400 yards from the battery. Captain 
Kilpatrick, who commanded, remained lb ill of the wounds he had re- 
ceived in the laft engagement, that he was unable to remove from his 
bed ; lieutenant Harrifon, the next in command, came to him upon the 
alarm to receive his orders, which he gave with the ufual calmnefs that 
diftinguifhed his character on all occafions, directing lieutenant Harrifon 
to march inftantly with the picquet, referve, and the Sepoys that were not 
ported, to the place where die attack was made, and to order the reft 
of the garrifon to repair to their refpeCtive alarm ports, with injuncti- 
ons not to ftir from them upon pain of death. The enemy having 
drawn up their fcaling ladders into the battery, fent two parties down 
from it into the interval between the two walls : one of tbefe parties 
carrying two petards, and conducted by a def rter, entered the palTage 
which led through the terrafles, intending to get into the town by blow- 
ing open the gate which (lands in the inward rampart ; the other party 
carried the ladders, and were appointed to efcalade } whilft the main 
body remained upon the battery, keeping up a conftant fire upon the 
terrafles, and upon the inward rampart. But by this time the alarm 
was taken, and the cannon from each hand began to fire fmartly. into 
the interval between the two walls, and upon the battery. Lieutenant 
Harrifon, with the main guard, was likewile arrived upon therampart, 
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from whence the greateft part of them palled to the terrafles. The 
mufketry of the affailants and defenders were now employed with great 
vivacity againft each other, but with lome uncertainty, having no other 
light to dired their aim except the frequent flafhes of lire : notwith- 
ftanding the hurry and confufion, lieutenant Harrifon had the prefence 
of mind to ftation a platoon upon the rampart, diredly above the 
gate, ordering them to keep a conftant fire upon the paflage immedi- 
ately below, whether they faw any thing or not : nothing could be 
more leniiblc or fortunate than this precaution ; for the platoon killed, 
without feeing them, the man who was to apply the firft petard, as 
well as the deferter who conduded him, and both of them fell within 
ten yards of the gate. Thofe appointed to efcalade, fixed their ladders 
on the fouth fide of the terraffes, and a drummer, followed by an offi- 
cer, had already mounted to the top, when a party of Sepoys came 
to this ftation, who killed the drummer, wounded and feized the offi- 
cer, and then overturning the fealing ladders overfet the men who were 
upon them: the ladders broke with the fall, and the affailants called 
for more ; but found that the reft which they had brought were Ihat- 
tered and rendered ufelefs by the grape fhot fired from the two pieces of 
cannon planted upon the cavalier : they foon after found that the man 
who was to manage the fecond petard was killed. Thus defeated in all 
their expeditions they determined to retreat, and went up to the bat- 
tery again, where the whole now refolved to make their cfcape ; but 
this for the want of their ladders was no longer practicable, except by 
leaping down eighteen feet perpendicular, either upon the rock or into 
the water. Defperatc as this attempt appeared near one hundred made 
the experiment ; but what they buffered deterred the reft from following 
their example, who, in defpair, turned and recommenced their fire from 
the battery upon the defenders. Lieutenant Harrifon, with the greateft 
part of his Europeans, were affembled upon the terrafs neareft the bat- 
tery, and the two bodies, feparated only by an interval of twenty 
feet, kept up a fmart fire upon each other as faft as they could load : 
but the defenders had the advantage of firing under the cover of parapets 
from a fituation twelve feet higher than the enemy upon the battery, 
who were totally expofed from head to foot, and were likewife taken 
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17^3. on each flank by two pieces of cannon, as well as by the fire of fome 
parties of Sepoys polled on the main rampart on each hand of the gate- 
way. Thus galled, unable to retreat, and finding that refiftancc ferved 
only to expole them more, they defifted from firing, and every man 
endeavoured to flicker himfelf as he could j lome in the embrafures of 
the battery, others behind a cavalier contiguous to it, and the reft in the 
interval between the two walls ; the garrifon, nevertheless, trufting to 
no appearances of fecurity, continued to fire upon all fuch places in which 
they fufpedted them to be concealed. At length the day, long wiflied for 
by both tides, appeared; when the French, flinging down their aims, 
afleed for quarter, which was immediately granted. The officers from 
the rampart ordered them to aflemble in the interval between the two 
walls, from whence they were conducted, in fmall bodies at a time, by 
a party of Europeans into the city, through the gateway they had af- 
faultcd. Three hundred and fixty Europeans were thus made prifon- 
ers, of which number fixty-feven were wounded : thirty-feven were 
found killed upon the battery and in the reft of the works : thofe 
who efcaped by leaping down were taken up by their own troops wait- 
ing on the outfide of the ditch ; but the French themfelves con- 
fefled, that of the whole number, which was near one hundred, eve- 
ry man was much dilabled ; and fome few were killed. Thus 
ended this afifault, which after expofing the city of Tritchanopoly to 
the greateft rifque it had run during the war, ended by impairing the 
French force more than any other event fince the capture of Seringham : 
neverthelefs we do not find that lieutenant Harrifon received any re- 
compence for his gallant and fenfible condudt in this hazardous and im- 
portant fervice : he died fome time after, without being promoted from 
the rank in which he ferved when he faved the city. 

The firing was heard by the outguards at Koiladdy, where the 
next evening a meflenger arrived from the city, upon which major 
Lawrence immediately detached a party to reinforce the garrifon, and 
prepared to follow with the reft of the army, but heavy rains pre- 
vented him from arriving before the 3d of December. In, the mean 
time the enemy on the third night after the aflault crofled the river 
again, with alj the Myfore cavalry, eight thoufand men, difiinounted, 
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who had promifed the regent to make a more fuccefsful attack upon 
the city ; but finding the garrifon alert they retreated without attempt- 
ing any thing. 

The king of Tanjore, who, notwithftanding the alliance he was en- 
tering into with the French, knew nothing of their intentions to ftorm 
Tritchanopoly, was not a little aftonilhed at the news, and the lofs which 
they fuftained in the attempt made him repent that he had fhewn lb 
much inclination to abandon the Nabob and the English : The French 
finding that their misfortune produced a change in the intentions 
which the king had began to entertain in their favour, determined to 
wafte no more time in ncgociating with him, but prepared to fend a 
party of Morattoes to ravage his country. The king having,intelligence 
of their defign lent a body of troops under the command of his uncle 
Gauderow to Tricatapoly, a fort eighteen miles eaft of Tritchanopoly, 
where they were ordered to remain and punilli the Morattoes : for this 
phrafe, in the vain language of the princes of Indoftan, is lynonimous 
to fighting, and is not feldom made ufe of even by thofe who lofe the 
battle. The king making a merit of this refolution to the Nabob, pre- 
tended that Gauderow only waited on the frontiers until the whole ar- 
my was aflembled, which would then immediately march to Tritcha- 
nopoly. Major Lawrence, willing to put the fincerity of this profeffion 
to the teft, wrote to the king that his troops would be of little fervicc 
whilft they were commanded by fo unexperienced an officer as Gaude- 
row, and defil ed that Monack-jee might be reinftated in the command, 
of which he was the only man in the kingdom capable. This com- 
mendation ferved to confirm thofe fufpicions of the general which 
had been railed in the king’s mind by the artifices of his minifter ; and 
major Lawrence being informed of the alarm which the king had taken 
from his remonffranccs in Monack-jee’s favour, refolved to make no far- 
ther mention of his name, left the confequences fhould be fatal to 
him; but requefted that the Tanjorine troops might join him without 
delay, even under the command of Gauderow. None however came ; 
for the Morattoes having lent a fmall party to amufe Gauderow, their 
main body of 1 500 men penetrated into the kingdom at the end of De- 
li u cember 
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1753. cember by another road, and as they had threatened began to lay the 
' — ' country wafte with fire and fword. 

This was the firft motion which any of the enemy’s parties had made 
fince the aftault of Tritchanopoly : in the mean time feveral convoys 
were efcorted from Tricalopoly to the Englifh camp. 

In the Carnatic the diftriCts which acknowledged the Nabob had re- 
ceived no moleftation from his enemies fince the defeat of Mahomed 
Comaul at Tripetti, which happened in the month of September. 
The troops which Mr. Dtipleix was able to fend into the held from 
Pondicherry had lately been employed in befieging Palam Cotah, the 
fame fort which they had refufed to reduce for Morari-row. This place, 
with the circumjacent territory is the only part in the Carnatic which 
does not depend on the Nabob of Arcot ; it belongs to the Nabob of 
Cudapah. Examples of fuch fequeftrations occur in every province of 
the Mogul empire, which among!! the reft of its feudal inflitutions 
allots to every Nabob a certain revenue arifing from the prod 11 d of 
lands, for his private expences : but as the bails of the Mogul 
government confifts in regulations which deprive all its officers of any 
pretentions to real eftates, and in obliging them to acknowledge that 
they hold nothing by any other title than the favour of the fovereign ; 
the lands thus allotted to a Nabob are rarely fituated in the province 
governed by himfelf, but are generally chofen in the moft diftant part 
of one of the neighbouring provinces ; fo that in this inftitution the Mo- 
gul’s authority over all his officers appears in its utmoft majefty ; fince 
the inhabitants of a province fee the Nabob appointed to rule them, ex- 
cluded from the right of appropriating to himfelf any part of the terri- 
tory over which his jurifdiction, notwithftanding, extends. Hence 
likewife a perpetual fource of difputes is eftablifhed between the Nabobs 
of neighbouring provinces, who never fait to give one another reafon to 
complain of violence committed in thefc fequeftered lands. The Nabob 
of Cudapah applied to the prefidency of Madrafs to affifl the governor of 
Palam Cotah, on which they ordered a detachment of thirty Europeans, 
and two hundred Sepoys, to march from Devi Cotah and relieve the place. 
The detachment did not take the field before the enemy had made a 

practicable 



Book IV. 


History of the Carnatic. 


practicable breach which they intended to Jborm the next day: but 1753. 
lieutenant Frazer having concerted meafures with the governor, contriv- v -"v 
ed to introduce his party that very night, and the enemy at day break 
hearing Englilh drums beating in the place, fufpedted what had hap- 
pened, and immediately railed the liege. 


77jc End of the Fourth Book. 
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175-3. TOURING thefe tranfa&ions in the fouthern parts of the Decan, 
I 3 events of no little importance to the interefts of the French na-, 
tion on the coaft of Coromandel, happened at Golconda, and in the 
northern provinces. 

The great expences which Salabad-jing incurred by the continual wars 
in which we have feen him engaged fince his acceffion to the Soubahfhip, 
prevented Mr. Dupleix from alking of him thofc ceffions for the 
French company which were his principal objed in affixing him with lb 
confiderable a part of their force : he however determined to wait until 
the Soubah’s affairs Ihould be eftablilhed in tranquility, and imagined 
that this time was come when he heard that Mr. Bully, foon after the 
defeat and murder of Gazi-o-din Khan, had obtained the province of 
Condavir adjoining to the territory of Mafulipatnam } but Ihortly after the 
Morattoe Balazarow appeared again with a large army in the neighbour- 
hood of Aurungabad, declaring that he was come to demand the cefli- 
on of feveral countries to the well ward, which had been promiled to 
him by Gazi-o-din Khan, and infilling that his death did not invalidate 
the agreement fince he was the undoubted Soubah of the Decan, when 
the treaty was made. Language lb injurious to the dignity of Salabad- 
jing determined him to punilh the enemy, and his army under the 
command of Mr. Bully took the field : the Morattoes, as ufual, were 
not able to Hand before the French artillery ; but it was not long before 
they retaliated tenfold the mifchief they had fuffered by the havock they 
made in the adjacent countries j and Mr. Bulfy feeing no other means 
of foon finilhing the war, which greatly interrupted his own proje&s., per* 
fuaded Salabad-jing to make peace by giving up to theMorattoes the coun- 
tries which were the occafion of their hoftilities : this meafure neverthe- 
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lefs did not give him the opportunity he expected of carrying his plan , 
into execution ; on the contrary it involved him in greater difficulties 
for the conceffions made to theMorattoes depriving many of Salabad- 
jing’s officers of profitable employments, increafed that averfion which 
they had for fome time entertained againft the French on account of the 
favours that had been conferred on them by Salabad-jing in prejudice, they 
faid, of themfelves, his natural lubjeCls. Shanawas Khan, the find pro- 
moter of the difcontent, no longer appeared at the head of the faCtion, 
but another more dangerous antagonift encouraged the difaffetted, and 
thwarted Mr. Buffy : this was Seid Lalcar Khan, the Duan, who under 
Nizam-al-muluck had held the poft of captain general of the army, in 
which character he likewife accompanied Nazir-jing into the Carnatic : 
from the opinion entertained of his abilities both as a ftatelman and 
a foldier, it was believed that Nazir-jing would have efcaped his fate if he 
had not deprived himfelf of the counfels of this officer, by fending 
him to fupprefs fome commotions at Aurungabad, foon after the army 
retired from Pondicherry to Arcot : he was at Aurungabad when Sa- 
labad-jing and Mr. Bully arrived there, and although he detefted, 
more than any one the favours which the Soubah lavilhed upon his 
European allies, he diflembled his fentiments fo well, that Bully believ- 
ing him his friend, perfuaded Salabad-jing to appoint him Duan or Vi- 
zier ; but as foon as he found himfelf well eftablilhed in this poft, he 
threw off the malk, and on all occafions contradicted the inclinations 
of his lovereign whenever he thought they were dictated by the 
influence of Mr. Bully. In the beginning of the year Salabad-jing 
determined to go to Golconda, in order to fettle the adminiftrati- 
on of the provinces dependant on this capital : on the rout Mr. Bufly 
fell ill, and took the refolution of going to Mafulipatnam for the reco- 
very of his health ; the officer who fucceeded him in the command of 
the French troops had neither the experience nor capacity neceffary to 
penetrate and counteract the intrigues of a faction in a Moorilh court, 
and the Duan determined not to mifs this, which appeared lo good an 
opportunity, of removing the French from the prefence and counfels of 
Salabad-jing for ever. This was no ealy talk, for prejudices impreffed 
on weak minds are not removed in a day, and Mr. Bufly had perfuaded 
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.Salabad-jing, a prince deficient both in perfonal courage and fagacity, 
that the French battalion were not only the principal fupport of his go- 
vernment againft foreign enemies ; but alfo the beft fecurity of his per- 
fon and dignity againft inteftine plots and commotions. The Duan 
therefore found it neceflary to accuftom him by degrees to the abfence 
of thefe favourite troops j it was equally neceflary to prevent them from 
entertaining any fufpicion of this defign, for they were too formidable to 
be removed by violence ; Mr. Bufly having joined to the battalion of Eu- 
ropeans a body of 5000 Sepoys, who adted entirely under his own orders. 
The Duan therefore negledted for fome time to furnifh their pay at the 
ufual periods, pretending that the treafury had been difappointed in 
the receipt of confiderable revenues due from fome diftridts at a diftahee 
from the capital : and when the French, as he expedit'd, complained 
of the diftrefs to which they were reduced for want of pay, he told them 
that he knew no other method of fatisfying their demands but by fend- 
ing them to colledt the Soubah’s revenues from thofe who withheld 
them : this the French officers very readily agreed to, expecting from 
the cuftom of Indoftan that they fhould receive confiderable prefents, 
befides the fums that they were charged to levy. Still it would have 
been difficult to have obtained Salabad-jing’s confent for their departure, 
had not their own mifeondudt convinced him that it was neceflary for 
the peace of the city, where, fince Mr. Bufly had left the command, 
the difeipline to which he had accuftomed them was fo much relaxed, 
that they daily committed diforders, for which the perfons aggriev- 
ed were continually demanding juftice at the gates of the palace. 

As foon as he had thus removed the greateft part of the F'rench 
troops, he invented fome pretext to perfuade Salabad-jing that it was 
neceflary he fliould return, without delay, to Aurungabad, and even 
prevailed on him to order no more than a finall detachment of their Eu- 
ropeans and Sepoys to accompany his army. He then inftrudted the go- 
vernor of Golconda to furnifh no pay to thofe who remained in the city, 
and to diftrefs them by every other means, excepting open hoftilities ; 
and the fame orders were given jp the countries to which the feveral de* 
tachments had been fent to collect their arrears. This treatment, fo 
different from what the French had hitherto received, he thought would 
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lead them of their own accord to alk their difmiffion from a fervice in 17^3. 
^hich they found that nothing more was to be got. This fcheme would v — 
without doubt have fucceeded, had not Mr. Bully recovered from his 
illnels, who, alarmed by the unexpected danger which threatened thein- 
terefts of his nation in the Decan, quitted Mafulipatnam, aflcmbled 
the troops which had been detached to feek their fubfiftence, and then 
marched at their head to Golconda, where they arrived in the middle of 
May. Their appearance, for they were 400 Europeans, and 3000 
Sepoys, difconcerted at once all the projects of the governor, and he 
contented, without hefitation, to furnifli a large fum of money in part 
of the arrears which the Duan had with fo much artilice withheld 
from them. 

The Morattoes, with whom treaties are fcarcely a cellation of hofti- 
lities, being apprized of Seid Latcar Khan’s intentions to get rid of the 
French troops, determined to avail themfelves of the inftant of their de- 
parture, whenever it thould happen, to wreft more territories from Sa- 
labad-jing ; and a few days after the return of Mr. Bully to Golconda, 
two of their armies appeared in the neighbourhood of the city. One of 
them was commanded by Balazarow, the other by Ragogi Bonfala, the 
fame general who in the year 1740, invaded the province of Arcct. 

Mr. Bully immediately put himfelf at the head of the troops belonging 
to the government, and with thefe and his own met the enemy in the 
field. The Morattoes having commenced hoftilities folcly from a reli- 
ance that they fhould not be oppofed by the French troops who had lo 
often beat them, determined to relinquilli the profecution of their dc- 
fign, and made overtures of accommodation, which concluded in a 
treaty, confirming thofe which had been made before, and reftoring the 
places which they had taken pofleffion of in this incuriion. This fer- 
vice recalled the wavering attachment of Salabad-jing to his European 
allies, and Mr. Bully, to take advantage of the favourable imprellion 
it had made on his mind, marched away to Aurungabad, where Sala- 
bad-jing received him with the greateft cordiality, and his enemies con- 
founded at this change, altered their conduit likewife, and affeited to 
outvie one another in exprelfions of gratitude and refpeit to him ; info- 
much that the Duan fent him the feals of his office, with a compliment 
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1753. that he only was worthy to hold them. Mr. Bully with equal diffimu- 
lation, returned the feals, with the fame compliment to the Duan ; the 
next day he reprefented in full council that the pay of the French 
troops would be a perpetual fubjeCt of fufpicions and dangerous difputes, 
unlefs it was afcertained upon funds independant of the controul of 
any of the ininifters, and then propofed that the provinces of Mufta- 
phanagar, Yalore, Rajamundrum, and Chickacole Ihould be given up 
to the French company in full fovereignty, fubjed neverthelefs to this 
condition, that they Ihould condantly maintain a body of European 
troops in the fervice of the Soubah, in the fame manner as other fuedato- 
ries to the Mogul government. Salabad-jing had been prepared to receive 
this propofal with complacence, but his miniders oppofed it with 
fo many objections, that Mr. Bufly finding it impoflible to gain their 
confent, whild the Duan Seid Lelkar Khan prefided at the council, in- 
filled and prevailed with Salabad-jing to remove him and fubditute Shr- 
navas Khan in his place, who, warned by the fate of his predeceflbr, 
acquiefced to Mr. Bully’s demand; and the patents were made out and 
delivered to him. 

This acquifition, added to Mafulipatnam, and the province of Con- 
davir, which the French had already obtained, rendered them mailers of 
the fea-coall of Coromandel and Orixa in an uninterrupted line of 
600 miles from Medapilly to the pagoda of Jagernaut. Thefe coun- 
tries are bounded by a vail chain of mountains which run nearly in the 
fame direction as the fea-coall, and are in mod places about eighty or 
ninety miles dillant from it, although in fome few not more than thirty. 
They are covered with impenetrable forefts of bamboes, and in their 
whole extent there are no more than three or four palles, which accord- 
ing to Mr. Bully’s account may be defended by 100 menagaind an army. 
The province of Condavir extends between the river Kridna and Gon- 
degam, which gains the fea at Medapilly ; the limits of the other four 
provinces are not exactly afcertained ; neverthelefs it appears that Muda- 
phanagar joins to the north of Condavir ; that Yalore lays to the north- 
wed of Muftaphanagar : that Rajamundrum is bounded to the fouth 
by thefe two provinces and that*Chickacole much the larged of the 
four, extends 250 miles from the river Godaveri to the pagoda of Jager- 
naut. 
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naut. The revenues of the four provinces were computed at 3,100,000 1753 

rupees? ofCondavir, at 680,000, and the dependencies of Mafulipat- 
nam were fo much improved that they produced this year 507,000 ; in 
all 4,287,000 rupees, equal to more than 535,000 pounds fterling: 
all thefc rents, excepting thofe of Mafulipatnam and its dependencies 
which feemed already to have been carried to the height, might be 
greatly improved. So that thefe territories rendered the French mailers 
of the greateft dominion, both in extent and value, that had ever been 
poffefied in Indoftan by Europeans, not excepting the Portugueze, when 
at the height of their profperity. Nor were commercial advantages want- 
ing to enhance the value of thefe acquifitions, for the manufactures of 
cloth proper for the European markets are made in this part of the De- 
can, of much better fabric, and at much cheaper rates than in the 
Carnatic : in Rajahmundrum are large forefts of teak trees, and it is 
the only part of the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa that furniffies this 
wood, which is equal in every refpeCt to oak ; Chickacole abounds in 
rice and other grain, of which great quantities are exported every year to 
the Carnatic. 

Although it was intended that the French fhould not hold thefe coun- 
tries any longer than they maintained the ilipulated number of troops in 
the Soubah’s fervice, yet it is evident that he could not have given them 
an eftabliffiment in any part of his dominions, from which it would be 
fo difficult to expel them in cafe they neglected to fulfil their obliga- 
tion : for, defended on one hand by the chain of mountains, and having 
on the other all the refources of the fea open, they might with impu- 
nity defy the united force of the Decan : this the Duan Seid Lafcar 
Khan knew, and dreaded fo much, that he offered Mr. Bufly a much 
larger trad of country in the inland parts of the Soubahffiip, provided 
he would defift from demanding thefe provinces. It was not before the 
end of the year that the patents were made out and delivered, when 
Mr. Buffy, forefeeing that his own prefence would be neceffary to 
eftabliih the French authority in their new governments, prevailed on 
Salabad-jing to march with him to Golconda. Since the treaty made 
with the Morattoes in the beginning of the year, Salabad-jing’s govern- 
ment had not been difturbed by foreign enemies, and the news received 
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1753. at this time from Delhi diffipated whatever apprehenfions he might en- 
' r ~~ > tertain of being molefted by his nephew Sche-abeddin. 

The Mogul Hained Schah, notwithftanding the appearance of vigour 
with which he afcended the throne in 1 748, foon fell into the fame in- 
dolence which had eharadterized all the fucceflors of Aurungzebe. His 
ininifter Sche-abeddin, after the example of his grandfather Nizam-al- 
inuluck, endeavoured, to roufe him from his lethargy, and reform his 
court j but his reprefentations only ferved to render him obnoxious to his 
fovereign. The Rajpoots, to the fouth-weft of Delhi, encouraged by 
the imbecility of the monarch, made an attempt to recover feveral 
countries which had formerly belonged to their nation, Sche-abeddin 
marched againft them, and was victorious j but during his abfence his ene- 
mies formed a plot to defiroy him, and prevailed on the Mogul to take 
a part in it. He marched out of Delhi at the head of 25000 men to meet 
Sche-abeddin, under pretence of doing him honour for the fervice he 
had rendered, and the blow was to be ftruck at the interview. Sche-abed- 
din received early intelligence of this defign, and not thinking it prudent to 
truft his fafety to the Mogul’s troops under his command, hired a body 
of 30,000 Morattoes, with whom he marched towards the capital. His 
enemies finding their fchemes difcovered, were terrified, and in order 
to appeafe his refentment left the unfortunate monarch expofed to the 
dftrtger in which their own counfels had involved him > every one of the 
principal officers difoanded the troops he commanded, leaving their 
fovereign almoft without attendants, who, thus deferted, haftened back 
to Delhi. Sche-abeddin followed him, and entering the city without 
refiftance, went immediately to the palace, accompanied by a ftrong 
guard : . the Mogul, not fufpeCting arty violence, received him in the 
durbar, or ufual place of audience, where after fome convention 
Sche-abeddin ordered him to be feized and imprifoned \ after which he 
aflembled the omrahs or principal officers of the government, and placed 
on the throne AHumgeer, a near relation to the depofed monarch, 
who, according to the cruel policy of this country, was deprived of 
his fight, by paffing a red hot iron before his eyes. He then declared 
' himfelf vizier to the new Mogul, whom he fuffered to interfere very 
little in the adminiftration } and finding that great diforders had been in- 
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troduced in the provinces near the capital, he determined to reform 1 753* 
thefe before he extended his views farther. In this relolution he dif- w '* r " J 
fembled his refentment againft Salabad-jing for the murder of his father, 
and pretended to be well fatisfied that the Soubahfhip of the Decan 
fhould remain under the government of a prince fo nearly related to 
him. 

The Englifh themfelves could not refrain from admiring the fagacity 
of Mr. Dupleix’s conduft, which, by making the war in the Carnatic fub- 
fervient to his views on the northern provinces, had by degrees led his 
nation to the great eftablifhments of which they were now in pofleflion. 

At the fame time they had the fatisfa&ion to know that thefe fucceftes 
of their enemies could not be imputed to any defeats in their own 
condudt > for fo far from having a force fufficient to make head againft 
the French in two parts of the country fo diftant from each other as 
Golconda and Tritchanopoly ; their whole force collected was always 
much inferior to what the French were able to oppofe to them in the 
fouthern parts of the decan, where nothing but efforts*of valour, fcarcely 
to be paralleled, had carried them through the two wars of Chundafaheb 
and the Myforeans. It was equally fortunate for the nation that chance 
fhould have placed during thefe arduous times, a man of much fagacity, 
indefatigable application, andaperfeverance equal to Dupleix’s, at the head 
of the prefidency j fuch was Mr. Saunders, who came to the government 
a little before the death of Nazir-jing, and convinced by that event of 
the ambitious fchemes of Mr. Dupleix, determined to oppofe them to the 
Utmoft of his ftrength, notwithftanding he had no inftru&ions from the 
company to engage in hoftilities ; and notwithftanding the two nations 
were at peace in Europe, he had with the fame fpirit continued the war, 
never difcouraged by adverfe turns, nor dreading the event of defperate at- 
tempts when necefTary to retrieve them. The two governors had during 
the whole courfe of hoftilities carried on a fharp and acute controveriy by 
letters ; and Mr. Dupleix, as foon as he found Mr. Bully likely to obtain 
the great objetft of his views to the northward, affe&ed to (hew an 
inclination to terminate the war In the Carnatic. This overture however 
was followed by fo many difcuffions, that it was not before the begin- 
ning of the year 1754 that he confented to treat in form, when it was 
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1 753 - agreed that a conference fliould be held in the town of Sadras, belong- 
ing to the Dutch, on the road between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 

1 754. The deputies, on the fide of the Englifli, were Mr.. Palk and Mr. Van- 
fittart : on the French, the father Lavaur, fuperior of the French Jefuits in 
India j Mr. Kirjean, nephew to Mr. Dupleixj and Mr. Bauffet*a 
member of the council of Pondicherry. They met on the 3d of Janu- 
ary ; the two governors fuperintending and dire&ing their proceedings 
by letters, which were ho more than twelve hours in coming from 
Pondicherry, and only fix from Madrafs. The Englifli deputies opened 
the conference by proposing as the bafis of the negociation, that Maho- 
med-ally fliould be acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, with the 
fame authority as had ever been poflefied by any former Nabob j and 
that the king of Tanjore fliould be guaranteed in the peaceable pofleflion 
of his kingdom. The French then produced their ideas of a bafis, and 
the whole of their terms together : their bafis implied the acknowledg- 
ment of Salabad-jing as Soubah of the Decan, and the immediate releafe 
of the French pitfoners taken during the war : the Englifli, in return 
for their acquiescence to thefe two articles, were to be exempted from 
the ground rent of Madrafs, a fmall fine formerly paid to the govern- 
ment of Arcot ; they were to keep pofleflion of the country of Ponamalee ; 
and fome eftablifliment was to be made for Mahomed-ally after his 
difference with the Myforean concerning Tritchanopoly was conciliated. 
It was impoflible to have made propofals more dire&ly oppofite ; for 
by acknowledging Salabad-jing without reftridtions, the French would 
become arbiters of the fate of the Englifli in the Carnatic, as they would 
of the French, if Mahomed-ally was acknowledged : fo that each fide re- 
quired of the other to give up every thing before they had well begun 
to treat of any thing. However the bufinefs did not flop, and the French 
deputies produced feven patents, which they called their authorities for 
interfering as they had done, in the affairs of the Mogul government, and 
for making the prefent demands: two of thefe were patents from 
Murzafa-jing ; one appointing Mr. Dupleix commander in all the coun- 
tries from the river Kriftna to the fea; the other Chundafaheb governor 
of the Carnatic : four were from Salabad-jing j two confirming the 
two foregoing } another giving the countries of Arcot and Tritchanopoly 
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to Mr. Dupleix after the death of Chundafaheb; the other appointing 1754. 
Mortiz-ally of Velore lieutenant under Mr. Dupleix in thefe countries : 
the feventh and laft piece, which the French called the moft authentic, 
was a letter from the great Mogul, confirming all that Salabad-jing had 
done in favour of Mr. Dupleix and his allies. The French deputies 
then a Iked what titles the Englifh had to produce ; who replied that they 
confifted of patents from Nazir-jing, Gazi-o-din Khan, and the Great 
Mogul, appointing Mahomed-ally Nabob of the Carnatic : here again 
was a flat contradiction, and of fuch a nature as could not be ad- 
j lifted without fending the deputies to Delhi. The French, notwiths- 
tanding, infifted that the titles fliould be examined j and being told 
that the Nabob's were at Tritchanopoly, defired that they might be im- 
mediately fent for ; neverthelefs they in the mean time delivered copies 
of their own to be ferutinized by the English deputies. But Mr. Saun- 
ders, convinced that this examination would multiply dilcuflions, without 
removing any of the fufpicions and objections which prevailed with both 
fides on the validity of the adverfary’s titles, came clofe to the point, 
and ordered his deputies to propofe that the Englifh and French fliould 
be put in pofleflion of lands of equal value in fuch different parts of 
the province as might prevent future difputes ; that the commerce of 
the two companies in the Carnatic fliould be eftabliflied on equal terms 
of advantage ; that fecurity fliould be given to the Myforeans for fuch 
a fum of money as upon an equitable adjuftment of their account might 
appear to be due to them ; that a penfion fhould be affigned to Rajafa- 
heb, the Cm of Chundafaheb ; and that the French prifbners fliould be 
releafed ; provided Mr. Dupleix would acknowledge Mahomed-ally Na- 
bob of the Carnatic. Thefe propofals left the French fuperior by the 
whole of their pofleflions to the northward, which were of much greater 
value than what the Englifh would have been content to take fubjeCt to an 
equality with them in the Carnatic : a moderation which would have been 
inconfiftcnt with the continual fuccefs of the Englifh arms, if the expen- 
ces of the war had not already greatly hurt the commercial interefts of the 
Eafb-India company, reftrained by their charter from enlarging their capital. 

The acknowledgment of Mahomed-ally appeared the" only difficulty 
in Mr. Saunders’s propofal; but even this might be removed by the En- 
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glifh acknowledging Salabad-jing, on condition that he would confirm 
Mahomed-ally in the Nabob fhip ; and that the French would likewife 
agree to concur equally with the Englifli in fupporting this prince in his 
government. But Mr. Dupleix was fo intoxicated by his connexions 
with Salabad-jing, and his notions of his own authority in the C$- 
natic, that he rejected Mr. Saunders’s propofal with difdain. «. It was 
now no longer poffible to miftake his views, or to doubt that he had 
any other intention than to leave the Englifli in pofieffion of a fortieth 
part of die territories dependant on Arcot, on condition that they would 
tamely buffer him to keep and govern all the reft with abfolute fovereign- 
ty. Big with thefe ideas he ordered his deputies to infift ftrenuoufly on 
the validity of his titles : and whilft they were explaining the various 
events which had led their nation to the acquifition of fuch important 
prerogatives, the Englifli deputies difcovered that the Mogul’s letter to 
Mr. Dupleix wanted the ufual fignature, which is a feal engraved with 
his name and titles, and damped with ink at the head of the patent. 
They likewife obferved that the feal impreffed on the wax which had fe- 
cured the cover of the letter, appeared by the date to be thirty-three 
years old, and confequently belonged to a former emperor. Thefe de- 
feds naturally gave them many fufpicions, which were much confirmed; 
when, on defiring an explanation from the French deputies, they immedi- 
ately recalled all their papers, giving for a reafon that they would not fub- 
mit them to any farther examination before the Nabob’s patents were pro- 
duced. This in reality was no reafon at all ; they, however, con- 
fulted Mr. Dupleix on the objedions made to the Mogul's letter, who 
replied, that the piece he had delivered to them was only a duplicate, to 
which the writer in the fecretary’s office at Delhi might have thought it 
needlefs to affix the feal of fignature, and that with the fame negligence 
the firft feal which came to hand might have been taken up by him to 
feal the cover; but that the original brought by the Mogul’s officer 
deputed from Delhi, had the feal of fignature affixed to it, which was dated 
in the firft year of the reign of the late emperor Hamed Schah ; and that 
the letter itfelf was dated in the fifth year of his reign, the fame in which 
it was received. It now became neceflary to examine the original, and 
to enquire whether it was the cuftom in the fecrctary’s office at Delhi 
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to pay fo little attention to duplicates : but Mr. Saunders and tie En- 
gl iih deputies thou § ht ** what they had already feen apd heard was a 
fufficient proof that the copy was a forgery, and concluded the fame of 
the original and the reft of the French papers : the French deputies ne- 
vferthelefs perfifted to defend the authenticity of them j and leaft the ab- 
rupt manner in which they had withdrawn them from farther examina- 
tion Hould be interpreted as a proof that they themfelves knew their 
pieces could not ftand the teft, they now gave another reafon for this 
part of their condud, alledging that they had recalled them only for 
fear copies fliould be taken in order to dired Mahomed-ally in making 
out thofe patents he had promifed to produce. This blundering apoW 
expofed their caufe more than any remarks which their adversaries had 1 
hitherto made; for it was a tacit acknowledgment that they themfelves 
were convinced of the poffibility of forging patents with fo much dex- 
terity that the artifice could not be deteded. It might have been afked 
by what means they arrived at this convidion, and the EngliH deputies, 
might have added, as the natural confequences of this principle laid 
down by their adverfaries, that if Mahomed-ally could avail himfelf of 
fuch arts, Mr. Dupleix might have made ufe of them likewife; this 
argument, however, was not produced, either becaufe it did not occur 
or becaufe it would have exploded the pretenfions arifing from patente 
on both fides : but this the EngliH ought to have mfhed, fince it would 
have reduced the conference to a plan of equality, which would <nve 
them a right to demand an equal Hare of the countries to the north 
ward, or to infift that the French Hould relinquiH them ; after which 
the EngliH might have confented to recede from this demand, on con- 
dition that Mr. Dupleix toould acknowledge Mahomed-ally in the Car- 
natic : but arguments have very little influence in treaties, and both 
fides had already made ufe of fuch Harp invedives on the condwft of 
their adverfaries during the war, that it was manifeft neither had any 
hopes of bringing about a reconciliation. Thus the conference broke 
up on the eleventh day after it began, leaving both fides more exafperated 
than ever. r 

In the mean while hoftilities did not ceafe. The body of 1200 Mo- 
rattoes, who had flipped by Gauderow, puflied through the kingdom of 
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1754. Tanjore, even to the feacoaft; plundering and burning the villages, 
deftroying the grain, and driving off the cattle : the conffernation and 
mi (chief which they fpread through the country, convinced the king of 
his imprudence in having fet fo little value on the alliance of the En- 
glifh, as well as on the abilities of his general Monack-jee ; and with 
the ulual fupplenefs of weak minds when involved in dangerous circum- 
ftanccs, he now ftrenuoufly follicited major Lawrence to march to his re- 
lief; and rcinffated Monack-jee in the command of. the army. The vi- 
olent rains had fwelled the rivers and rendered the roads fo bad that it 
was impoffible for the Englifh to march into his country ; but Monack- 
jee went in queft of the enemy without delay at the head of 3000 horfe. 
The Morattoes, ignorant of the country, had imprudently got between 
two branches of the Coleroon near the fea, and a fudden flood fwelled 
both the channels fo much that they were inclofed in an ifland from 
which they could not get out again before the waters fublided. Whilft 
they were waiting for this at the head of the ifland, Monack-jee march- 
ed and encamped to the eaftward of them, near a pais which he knew 
would be fordable fooner than any other part of the two arms by which 
they were enclofed j and the inftant that the waters were fufficiently 
fallen, croffed over, and coming upon them by furprize, attacked them 
in the angle of the ifland, where it was fo narrow that his troops 
extended from one arm to the other in their front. . The Morattoes, 
thus pent up, feeing no other means to efcape but by cutting their way 
through the Tanjorines, exerted themfelves with their ufual bravery 
augmented by defpair : but on the other hand, the Tanjorines were in- 
flamed by the defire of revenging the injuries their country had fuffered 
from thefe cruel freebooters, and Monack-jee, fenfible that the continu- 
ance of his mafter’s uncertain favour would depend on the fuccefs of 
this day, animated his troops, who loved him, by his own example ; 
fighting in the thickeft throng with the utmoft intrepidity. Valour on 
both fides being thus equal, the fuperiqrity of numbers decided the vitfory : 
800 of the Morattoes were killed, and moft of the reft were wounded 
and taken prifoners. To deter them from invading his country 
in future, Monack-jee ordered all the dead bodies to be hanged upon 
trees > - and all the prifoners, not excepting thofe who were wounded, to 

be 
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be impaled alive in fight of the high roads. Having thus di (graced his vie- 1754. 
tory by this (hocking cruelty, he returned with the horfes of the (lain in ’ — v “"“ 
triumph to Tanjore. The English hoped that this fuccefs would induce 
the king to fend his troops to join them ; and the victorious general ex- 
pected that the fervice he had rendered would confirm him in his 
matter's favour : but both were difappointed } for the envy of the mi- 
nifter Succo-jee incrcafing with the merit of his rival, he perfuaded the 
king that there was no longer any neceffity to be at the expcnce of 
keeping his troops in pay, fince the fevere blow which the Morattocs 
had received would doubtlefs deter them from making another incur- 
fion into his country. The king therefore, after complimenting Mo- 
nack-jee on his fuccefs, told him there was no farther occafion for his 
fervice, and dilbanded his army. 

The number of French prifoners in Tritchanopoly, obliged major Law- 
rence to augment the garrifon to 300 Europeans, and 1 500 Sepoys; 1 50 of 
the battalion likewife remained lick in the hofpital ; fo that the whole 
force with which he kept the field was no more than 600 Europeans, 
including the artillery men, and 1800 Sepoys j the French battalion, 
reinforced in December with 200 men, was now equal to the Englilh, 
and they had moreover four companies of Topafles, each of 1 00 men, 
diftinCt from their battalion ; they had alfo 6000 Sepoys, and the Myfo- 
reans and Morattoes remained as before, with little alteration in 
their numbers. Notwithftanding this fuperiority, the enemy did not ven- 
ture to quit the illand and encamp to the fouth of the Caveri. 

The plain of Tritchanopoly having been fo long the feat of war, 
fcarce a tree was left Handing for feveral miles round the city ; and the 
Englilh detachments were obliged to march five or fix miles to get 
firewood. Their provifions came chiefly from the Tanjore country ; but 
the merchants would not venture nearer than Tricatapolly, a fort, 
eighteen miles eafl: of Tritchanopoly, from whence, when a fufficient 
quantity was collected, they were efcorted to the camp. What came from 
Tondeman’s country was brought at appointed times to the lkirts of 
his woods, within fix or feven miles of the camp. The detachments 
fent on thefe lervices were feldom lefs than 150 Europeans, and 500 
Sepoys, a force which the enemy’s cavalry unfupported by Europeans 
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1754. were afways' afraid to attac k ; and feven convoys were fafely efcorted 

from the beginning of January to the-, middle of February ; at which 

time a convoy was in readinefs, much larger than any of the former, 

for it confided of a great quantity of military dores, as well as pro- 
viiions, the carriage of which required no Ids than 300O oxen : 
the efcort was therefore made flronger than ufual, being compo- 
fed of the grenadier company of 100 men, 80 other Europeans, 800 Se- 
poys, and 4 pieces of cannon ; this force, although more than one third 
of the army, was fcarcely adequate to the convoy j and, what was dill 
more unfortunate, the command of the party fell, by the rotation of 
military duty, to an officer of little experience, and lefs ability : however, 
as the enemy had lately exerted themlelves fo little, little danger was 
apprehended ; and it was imagined that a party of Tanjorine horfe which 
lay encamped at Cootaparah, five miles north-ead of Elimiferum, would 
join the efcort upon any emergency : but thefe, whether inadvertently, or 
from a malicious defign of avoiding the fervice expedled from them, quitted 
their pod the 12th of February, the very day that the efcort marched j 
which, however, arrived without interruption at Tricatapolly in the even- 
ing, from whence they fet out with the convoy the next day, and gained Kelly 
Cotah, where they palled the night : this fort is fituated about five miles 
to the ead of Cootaparah, and the road between thefe two places lays 
through the fkirts of Tondeman’s woods. The enemy at Seringham 
receiving intelligence that the party were returning, determined to 
meet them with a fufficient force ; 12000 horfe, Morattoes and Myfb- 
reans, 6000 Sepoys, 400 Europeans, with feven pieces of cannon, 
eroded the river in the night, and poded themfelves a little to the ead 
of Cootaparah. The convoy continuing their march at day break the 
1 5th, advanced two miles from Kelly Cotah without any fufpicion of 
danger ; when they difeovered at a didance feveral bodies of caval- 
ry moving on all fides amongd the thickets and underwood. The com- 
manding officer neverthelefs made no change in his difpofition, which 
happened to be the very word that could have been imagined j for he 
had didributed the troops in fm all bodies along each fide of the line 
of bullocks and carts, and even in the front and rear kept no more 
than a Angle platoon. The Morattoes were commanded by Morari-row 
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and Innis Khan, who foon difcovered the weaknefs of this order of 
march, and refblved to take advantage of it without waiting for the 
Trench troops. On a fudden all the different bodies of cavalry which 
furrounded the convoy fet up a fliout in concert, and galloping up at full 
fpeed charged every part of the line almoft in the fame inftant; fbme pufh- 
ing on to the intervals which feparated the different platoons, and then fal- 
ling on their flanks, whilff others attacked them in front. The onfet was 
lb fudden and impetuous that few of the Englifli troops had time to give 
more than a Angle difeharge, after which what refiflance they made was 
all pcll-fnell, and in confulion, every man trufting only to himfelf, and 
relolving to fell his life as dear as poflible. Moft of the Sepoys flung down 
their arms and fled at the beginning of the onfet. The bullocks terrified 
by the tumult, incrcafed it by pufhing on all fides to get away, fometimes 
aguinft the enemy, fometimes upon the efcort. The fight however con- 
tinued until the French troops came up, who obliging the Morattoes, 
much againft their will, to flieath their fwords, offered quarter, which 
was accepted: 138 foldiers were made prifoners, and of thefe 100 were 
wounded, 50 were killed on the fpot : of eight officers five were killed, 
and the other three were wounded ; amongft them the commanding 
officer, mortally. Lieutenant Revel, the fame who ferved at the de- 
fence of Arcot, commanded the artillery in this adion : this brave man 
feeing the day lofl, and the enemy on the point of getting pofleffion of the 
cannon, fuffered himfelf to be cut down without making refiflance, rather 
than- quit the work in which he was employed, of fpiking up one of 
the field pieces. The garrifon of Elimiferum, as foon as they heard the 
firing, marched to fecure the village of Cootaparah, that the convoy 
might take pofl in it : hut all was lofl before they arrived there. 

This was by far the fcverefl blow which the Englifli troops had 
fuffered during the courfe of the war ; it took off one third of the bat- 
talion, but what rendered the misfortune irreparable, was the lofs of that 
gallant company of grenadiers, vvhofe courage on every occafion we have 
feen deciding the vidory, and who may be faid, without exaggeration, 
to have rendered more fervice than the fame number of troops belong- 
ing to any nation in any part of the world. The whole convoy, pro- 
vifions, militaiy flores, and 7000 pounds in money, fell into the enemy’s 
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175 4. hands, who returned with their booty and their prifoners to the ifland. 
They loon after £t the Sepoys at liberty, who returned to the Englifli 
camp; and they permitted the two furviving Englilh officers to depail on 
tlieir parole, which was taken in the name of fcalabad-jing. 

The prtfiJency of Madrals, as foon as they heard of this misfortune, 
fent d detachment of 180 men, under the command of captain Pigou, 
to Devi Cottali, by fea j and about the fame time hopes were entertained 
of leinforcmg jthc army with a body of cavalry, which had lately arrived 
to Arcot, under the command of Maphuze Khan, tire Nabob’s elder 
brother. This man, taken prlfoner when his father was killed at the 
battle of Amour, was carried by Chundafaheb to Pondicherry, where 
he remained until Nazir-jing came into the province, when Mr. Dupleiv 
at the requeft of this prince rclealed him. On Nazir-jing’s death he 
feemed inclinable to follow the fortunes of Murzafa-jing, with whom 
he went out of the Carnatic ; but after his death retired to Cudapah, 
where he had remained until he took it into his head to come back to 
the Carnatic with 2000 horfe, and as many Pcans, to ferve, as he 
faid, the Nabob his brother. He neverthelefs on his arrival at Arcor 
declared he could proceed no farther without receiving a fum of money to 
fatisfy his troops : this his bro her Abdul-wahab promiled to fupply, upon 
which it was expe&ed that lie would march immediately toTritchanopoly. 
The experience of the late di falter convinced major Lawrence that the 
party at Devi Cottah was not ftrong enough to march to the camp, 
and dreading to leave the city expofed to another aflault by moving 
to join them, he ordered them to wait at Devi Cottah until Maphuze 
Khan came up, and determined in the mean time to maintain his ground 
on the plain, notwithftanding he had only 400 Europeans in the field. 
The fmallnds of this number rendered it impoffible to bring pro- 
vifions from fuch a diftance as the Tanjore country, and indeed the 
king, not doubting but that the late defeat of the efcort would oblige 
the Engliih to retire from Tritchanopoly, difeouraged his merchants from 
fupplying them any longer. Tondeman’s country therefore remaining 
the only refource : a party of 300 Sepoys were detached with orders 
to colled: them in Killanore, a village in the woods about twelve miles 
from the city. The detachments of Europeans employed to efcort 
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them were not permitted to more farther than five miles from the 
camp, at which diftance they halted and fent forward a detachment of 
Sepoys, who met the provifions, efcorted by the party of Sepoys from Kil- 
lanore, at the Ikirts ot the wood, and returned with them from thence 
to the port where the Europeans were halting. In this fcrvice they 
were much aftifted by the activity and vigilance of Mahomed Iflouf, an 
excellent partizan, whofe met it had raifed him from a captain of a 
company, to be commander in chief of all the Sepoys in the Englilh fer- 
vice, into which he firft inlifted under captain Clive, a little before the 
battle of Covrepauk : he was a brave and refolute man, but cool and wary 
in a&ion, and capable of ftratagem j he conftantly procured intelligence 
of the enemy's motions, and having a perfect knowledge of the coun- 
try, planned the marches of the convoys fo well, that by conftantly 
changing the toads, and the times of bringing the provifions out of the 
woods, not one of them was intercepted for three months. The enemy, 
however, getting intelligence that the magazines were kept at Killanore, 
fent, in the end of March, a party to attack that place ; but they were 
repotted by the Sepoys ftdtioned there. About the fame time the 
regent detached 1000 horfe, and 1000 Sepoys, with fome pieces of can- 
non, to his own country, which the Morattoe Balazarow- ha 1 entered, 
and was plundering : but loon after he received a reinforcement of 2000 
Morattocs, under the command of Morari-row’s brother, which more 
than compenfatcd the draught he had made from his army: even 
this reinforcement did not tempt the enemy to quit the illand, and en- 
camp on the plain, although it was evident that this meafure would in- 
evitably oblige the Englilh either to retire or bring on a general ac- 
tion. In the mean time the Englilh camp, although not dillrefled for 
provifions, had little hopes of receiving any reinforcements to enable 
them to ftand their ground if the enemy Ihould take this Hep ; for the 
detachment at Devi Cottah could not prudently move until they were 
joined by Maphuzc Khan, who cavilling with his brother about the pay 
of his troops, had got no farther than Conjevaram, and IheWed 
no indinatton to proceed before his demands were fatisfied. Major 
Lawrence therefore, as the only rcfource, reprefented to the prcfidency 
the necelfity of endeavouring to recover the king of Tanjorc to the Nf 

hnh’s 




35® Tit r War.of Coromandel. Book V. 

1754. bob’s intcreft, and Mr. Falk, who had during his former refidence at 
Tanjore, made himfelf acceptable to the king, was fent thither again in 
the middle of April. He now found the king difficult of acccfs, and 
more than ever under the influence of his miniiler Succo-jee, who was 
carrying on a treaty with the Myforeans, and had prevailed on his 
mailer to iinprifon Monack-jee, under pretence that he had not account- 
ed regularly for the monies which had been iflued for the expcnces 
of the army. The reprelentations made by Mr. Falk, prevented 
the king from concluding the treaty with the Myforeans, but did not in- 
duce him to lend his troops to Tritchanopoly. In thefe circumllan- 
ces, which the enemy’s generals if indued with common Agacity or 
adlivity might foon have rendered defperate, it was difeovered that the ar- 
my had for fome time been expofed to the danger of treachery from a 
perfon in whom, by the nature of his office, major Lawrence had been 
obliged to repofe the utmoft confid-.ncc. 

One day in the beginning of April, a Bramin informed the fervantof 
captain Kilpatrick, that as he was waihing himfelf that morning at the 
river fide, fomeof the enemies Collerics eroded the river, and gave a 
parcel to fome Colleries belonging to the Englilh camp, whom he heard, 
although indiftindly, faying fomething about a letter, and Mahomed 
Iflouf the commander of the Sepoys; he added that he knew the men who 
had taken the parcel, and defxred affillance to feize them. TheColleries 
were immediately taken up, and one of them, without hefitation, delivered 
a woollen parcel, containing a letter directed to Mahomed Iflouf, which 
captain Kilpatrick immediately carried to the major, in whofc pre fence it 
was opened, and interpreted by Poniapah, the principal linguiil. It was 
from the king of Myiore, fealed with his feal of fignature, and on the 
back was flamped the print of a hand, a form equivalent with the My- 
foreans to an oath. The letter defired Mahomed Iflouf and another of- 
ficer of Sepoys to meet according to their promife fome perfons who 
were to he deputed by the king, with powers to adjult the time and 
manner of betraying the city of Tritchanopoly ; in reward for which fervice 
the king promifed, if the plot fucceeded, to give Mahomed Iflouf a, fum of 
money equal to 160,000 pounds fterling, a confiderable command in his 
army, with fome lands ; he agreed likewife to reward, in the manner 
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that Mahomed Iffouf fhould recommend, fuch friends as he might em- 
ploy in the enterprize. On this Mahomed Iffouf, the other officer of 
Sepoys mentioned in the letter, the Bramin who gave the informa- 
tion, and the Colleries he had accufed, were imprifoned j and captain 
Kilpatrick, with captain Caillaud, were appointed to examine them. 
The Bramin was a writer to the commiffary of the army, and had lately 
been confined upon a fufpicion of having embezzled fome money j he 
perilled in his ftory ; but* the Collerics fuid that the parcel was 
fir'll ddcovcrcJ by them laying on fome Heps near tire place where they 
were wall ling, and that afking one another what it might be, they 
concluded it was fomething belonging to a perfon who had wafhed 
there in the morning, or to the Bramin himfelf who was then wafhing 
very near them : fb they agreed not to touch it, and went away ; but one, 
lefs fcriipidous than the roll, in hopes that it .might contain fomething 
of value, i.xn ed .c u took it up. Mahomed Iflbuf, and the other 
Sepoy officer, de larcd they knew nothing of the matter. Poniapah the 
litiguift interpreted the depositions, and gave it as his opinion that the 
Bramin knew more of the letter than he had difeovered. The next 
day the prisoners were examined again, when the Brtfmin was allured 
that his life fhould be fpared if he would reveal the truth: upon which 
he declared, that the day before he accufed the Colleries, he went to 
Seringham, in confequence of a meffage from the regent of Myfore, de- 
firing to fee him ; when the regent offered him a reward of 100,000 
rupees, if he would contrive to make ufe of the letter in queftion, fb aa 
to prejudice Mahomed Iffouf in the minds of the Englifh ; he added, that 
he undertook the commiffion partly for the fake of the reward, and 
partly from defire to be revenged on Mahomed Iffouf, who had been the 
principal author of his late imprifonment. The Colleries were again 
examined feparately, and agreed without any variation in the depoiition 
they made the day before; upon which they, as well as Mahomed 
Iffouf, and the other Sepoy officer, were releafed, and declared in- 
nocent. 

However, fufpicions were entertained that the whole truth had not 
been told, and that fome perfon, of much more confequence than an 
inlignificant writer, fuch as the Bramin, was at the bottom of this daring 
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1 754. iniquity : the Brain in was therefore fent back to priion, and remained 

— v— ' there fevcral days, often urged to difeover more ; but ftill per filling in his 
fecond depofition. At length major Lawrence finding that gentle me- 
thods produced nothing, determined to try the effedt of terror, and or- 
dered Poniapah, the linguift, to acquaint him that he mull prepare to 
die the next morning, unlefs he confeffed the whole truth, and fupport- 
ed it' by proofs. The linguift returned and faid the prifoner had now 
confeffed that he had been advifed to go to the king and propofe the 
feheme of the letter by one Gopinrauze, a man who refided in Tritch- 
anopoly, and formerly ferved as an interpreter to the Englilh com- 
mandant of the garrifon. Gopinrauze was immediately examined ; he 
faid he knew nothing of the affair, but appeared confounded and 
frightened, upon which Poniapah the linguift faid he was certainly 
guilty. Whilft the examination of Gopinrauze was carried on in the 
camp, the Bramin confined in the city contrived to fend a meffage 
to Mahomed Iffouf, defiring to fee him, having foinething of im- 
portance to communicate. Mahomed Iffouf immediately repaired to 
the prifon, taking the precaution to cany another perion with him to be 
a witnefs of the converfation j when the prifoner made the following de- 
claration. That ferving in the commiffary’s department, under Peramrauze 
the principal agent and interpreter to the Englilh Commiffary, he had fe- 
veral times been fent to Seringham to follicit the releafe of his mailer’s 
family, who had .been taken prifoners when the convoy coming from 
Tricatapolly was defeated. After fevcral journies he procured their li- 
berty, and a little while afterwards Poniapah propofed to him, as he was 
known in die. enemy’s camp, to carry a letter, and deliver it either to 
the king or fome of his principal officers ; the Bramin anfwered that it 
was a dangerous bufinefs, for which he might be hanged ; to which the 
linguift replied, that he Ihould be able to fave him by fayingthat he em- 
ployed him as a fpy. The Bramin defired time to confider, and imme- 
diately went and confulted his mailer Peramrauze, who advifed him 
to comply with Poniapah’s requeft. Poniapah, however, apprehenfive 
x>f adifeovery, told him that .it was not proper to write the letter in 
the Englilh camp, but directed die prifoner to write it himfelf when 
arrived in the enemy’s camp ; which inftru&ion he obeyed. The 
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letter was addrefled to two principal officers, defiring theyjgould perfuade 
the regent to write to major Lawrence, and requeft hiwjB fcto wt Poni- 
apah to Seringham in order to hear fiome propofals relJiPiO the de- 
pute with the Nabob concerning Tritchanopoly. The next day 
mcflengers from the regent came to major Lawrence, by whofe orders 
Poniapah proceeded to Seringham ; the Bramin accompanied him, 
and was prefen t daring his whole converfation with the regent: who 
began by exclaiming againft the Nabob for his breach of faith, 
and alkcd what reafons the Englifii could have for fupporting him 
in it. Poniapah anfwered, that he had affifted them in defend- 
ing Fort St. David, when attacked by the French in 1748. Poniapah 
then alked the regent what he had in his heart ; who replied, that if the 
Englifii would pay him all the expences he had incurred during the 
war, he would go away ; or if they would give him the city, he would 
pay their expences : or lnftly, if the Nabob and his whole family would 
come and throw themfelves at his feet, beg for mercy, and own them- 
felvcs beggars, that would fatisfy him. Why, faid he, do the Englifii 
flay here and fpend their money to no purpofe ; my expence is no great- 
er than it would be if I remained in Myfore. Poniapah replied, that 
he knew the Englifii would give up the city if their expences were re- 
imburfed ; for that he had feen a letter to this purport, written by the go- 
vernor of Madrafs, five or fix months ago. The regent faid he was 
ready to make the agreement, but that it muft be kept a fecret from the 
French, for he would not truft them, knowing that they wanted the city 
for themfelves. Poniapah allured him, that the bufinels might be concluded 
as foon as Mr. Palk arrived at Tanjore > and in anfwer to queftions made 
by the regent, he told him, that this Englifii got all their provilions from 
Tondeman’s country, that there were only provifions for two months in 
tlie city, and likewife revealed feveral other interefting particulars, of 
their condition. The regent allured him, that if the negotiation fuc- 
ceeded, he would give him a great reward in money, a number of vil- 
lages, and the command of a thoufand Bramins: for Poniapah himfelf 
was a Bramin. The conference then finilhed, and' Poniapah, at his return 
to camp, reported to the major fuchpart of it only as could not prejudice 
himfelf j he likewife ordered the Bramin to fay nothing of what he 
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had heard to, any one, excepting his mafter Peramrauze, and to tell 
him onlyilKparticulars as he himfelf intended to relate to the major. 
Some tinJpWr the commiflary’s bufinefs requiring the Bramin to go to 
Tanjore, Poniapah was averfe to his departure. On his return from 
thence he was confined under a guard of Sepoys, for a deficiency in 
fome money which had been intruded to him ; but Peramrauze pro- 
mi ling to be relponfiblc for him, Mahomed Iffouf, after much folli- 
citation, releafed him : as foon as he came out of his confinement, his 
mafter fent him to Poniapah, who told him, that fo much time 
had been loft by his journey to Tanjore, and his confinement after his 
return, that the regent who had heard nothing of the bufinefs fince 
they went to Seringham together, muft imagine they had trifled with 
him j it was neceflary therefore, 'he faid, that the Bramin ftiould go to 
the regent without delay. The Bramin confenting, Poniapah gave him 
inftru&ions how to conduct himfelf ; in confequence of which he ad- 
vifed the regent to write to Mr. Palk at Tanjore, defiring him to get 
permiflion for Poniapah to come again to Seringham : he added that if 
the regent could in the mean time contrive to prevent the Englifh from 
receiving provifions, they muft inevitably retire; that as the Neloor Su- 
bahdar was the only perfon who -knew how to conduit their convoys, 
it was neceflary to get him killed, which might eafily be effedted, fince 
he often went abroad with fmall parties ; but as a furer method to remove 
him, the regent ought to write a letter addrefled to him, pretending that 
he had promifed to betray the city. The regent wrote the letter with- 
out hefitation, and delivered it to the Bramin, who returning from Se- 
ringham, was taken up with the letter concealed in his cloaths, by fome 
of the Englifh troopers : they carried him a prifoner to the camp, but 
without difcovering the letter ; he was extricated out of this difficulty by 
Poniapah, who being ordered to examine him, reported that he had been 
to vifit fome relations at Elimiferijm. As foon as he was releafed, he 
went to his mafter Peramrauze, and gave him fome hints of the bufi- 
jnefs he had been doing at Seringham. The next day he, laid the let- 
ter on the fteps by the river fide, and as ibon as he faw one of the Colle- 
ries take it up, went and gave information to Captain Kilpatrick’s fer- 
vant. 
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Mahomed IfTouf, on hearing this account, immediately went to Pe- 
ramrauze, and a iked him what he knew of the affair. The man threw 
himfelf at his fee,t, and implored his mercy ; but Mahomed Iflouf im- 
mediately fecured him, and returning to the camp, related what the 
Bramin had declared, on which Poniapah was fcized and imprifoned. 

The Bramin repeated to the court of enquiry, without addition or de- 
viation all he had declared to Mahomed Iflouf: being alked what 
induced him to accufe Gopinrauze, he faid, that when major Lawrence 
had determined to put him to death, unlefs he difcovered his accom- 
plices, Poniapah, who was ordered to acquaint him of this refolution, 
advifed him to accufe fomebody, and alked him whether he had 
lately had any converfation with Gopinrauze ; he replied that he had 
met him at the houfe of Peramrauze, on the evening after his return from 
Seringham, and that they had converfed together in private near a quarter 
of an hour, whilft a number of Sepoy officers and other perfons were at- 
fembled in the houfe, in order to fee the experiments of a conjurer, 
who had been fent for by his mailer, to difcover in what man- 
ner the money w'as loft, for which he, the Bramin, had been confin- 
ed on his return from Tanjore : upon this Poniapah advifed him to ac- 
cufe Gopinrauze, and to ftick to that, that would do. Peramrauze, 
was likewife examined, and his evidence coinciding with the declaration 
of the Bramin, in all the points of which the Bramin had declared him 
to have any knowledge, Poniapah was condemned, and fbmc time af- 
ter blown off from the muzzle of a cannon. He confefled nothing ; 
his antipathy to Mahomed Iflouf arofe from his jealoufy of the influ- 
ence which this officer had obtained in the camp, by which his own im- 
portance was much diminifhed. This complicated treachery fhews to 
what dangers the affairs of Europeans in Indoftan may be expofed, by 
not having perfons of their own nation fufficiently verfed in the languages 
of India, to ferve inftead of the natives as interpreters. , 

The regent,- in telling Poniapah that the maintenance of his army at 
Seringham had not diftrefled his finances, diflemblcd the truth j for his 
expences had been fo great, that he could hardly find money to pay his 
own troops, and had none to fatisfy the demands of the Morattoes. 
This Mprari-row perceiving, began to tire of the war, and defirous of 
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1754. feme plaufible pretext to break with him, demanded to be paid his 

— v— " arrcars> which by the account he made out, amounted to a million of 
rupees j but the regent having never refuted to fupply him with money 
whenever he demanded it, thought he had already overpaid him. This 
occafioned fome (harp altercations, and Morari-row, as the fhorteft way 
to bring the regent to his terms, took all his Morattoes from Seringham, 
and encamped with them on the nth of May to the north of the 
Coleroon, declaring that he would not return before the money was 
paid. 

The next day, the 12th of May, a party of 120 Europeans, 500 
Sepoys, and two field pieces, under the command of captain Caillaud, 
marched from the camp at four in the morning, intending to wait about 
two miles to the fouth of the fugar loaf rock, for a convoy of provi li- 
ons which was ordered to advance out of the woods. The pod in which 
the party intended to halt, had formerly been one of thofe refervoirs of 
water called tanks, which occur fo frequently in the arid plains of this 
country, where that element is procured with fo much difficulty. Thele 
tanks are generally dug fquare, the fides of fome being 500 feet long, 
and of others not more than 100 ; with the earth taken out is formed 
a mound, which enclofes the tank at the didance of forty feet from the 
margin of the water. The tank in which the party intended to take pod 
was, through age and ncglcdt, choaked up, but the mound remained. 
Mahomed Iffouf riding at fome didarice before the advanced guard, was 
furprized as he afeended a little eminence by the neighing of his horfe, 
who was immediately anfwered by the neighing of feveral others; pro- 
ceeding, neverthelefs, to reconnoitre, he difeovered the French troopers 
pofted behind a bank on the other fide of the eminence; who immedi- 
ately difeharged their carbines at him, and then mounted. Captain Cal- 
laud, on hearing the firing, formed his party, and rode up to the ad- 
vanced guard, where he met Mahomed Iflouf, who told him that the 
enemy were laying in wait to intercept the convoy, and that he believed 
a body of French troops had taken, poft in the tank where they tbem- 
felves intended to halt ; it was immediately determined to attack them. 
The day was juft beginning to dawn ; the troops were formed in one line, 
the Sepoys on the right, and the Europeans on the left ; and captain Cal- 
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liaud concluding that the enemy would expert the attack in front, ordered 1754. 
the Sepoys, under the command of Mahomed Iflouf, to wheel and attack 
them on the right, whilft he himfelf with theEuropeans fell on the left flank. 

The onlet was vigoroufly made by both diviflons almoft in the fame in- 
ftant, and the enemy finding themfelves unexpectedly between two fires, 
abandoned the tank with precipitation } the Englifh immediately took pof- 
fellion of it, and a little while after, daylight enabled them to dilcover that 
the numbers of the enemy were 250 Europeans, with four field pieces, 

1000 Sepoys, and 4000 Myfore horfe, who now divided into two bo- 
dies, one on each fide of the tank, and began a fmart cannonade, which 
was anfwered by the Englifh field pieces. Major Lawrence was at this 
time fc much indifpofcd, that he had the day before been obliged to go into 
the city > and captain Polier commanded in his abfence, who no fconer 
heard the firing than he marched to the relief of the party with the 
reft of the army. The reft of the enemy’s army at the fame time croi- 
ied the Caveri, but the difference of the dift. nce enabled the Englilh to 
get to the tank tome time before them : thofe of the enemy who were 
engaged with captain Calliaud’s party, fearful of placing themfelves be- 
tween two fires, made no effort to intercept captain Polier’s divifion ; 
but contented themfelves with cannonading them from the right and left 
as they advanced: a fhot difabled one of his field pieces, and on his ar- 
rival at the tank he found that one of thofe with captain Calliaud had 
fuffered the fame misfortune > feme time was fpent in fixing thefe guns 
on fpare carriages, during which the enemy’s main body came up, and 
being joined by the reft of their troops, the whole ilow formed together 
within cannon fhot to the right of the tank, their line extending a 
great way beyond it towards the city. Their numbers were 700 Euro- 
peans, fifty dragoons, 5000 Sepoys, and 10000 horfe, of which fortu- 
nately none were Morattoes. The Englifli army confided of no more 
than 360 men in battalion, 1500 Sepoys, and eleven troopers. How- 
ever, encouraged by their officers, the men fhewed no difmay at the lit- 
periority of the enemy’s force, and prepared with great alacrity to fight 
their way back to the camp. 'The Europeans defiled firft out of the 
tank into the plain* marching onward in a column, ready on the firft oc- 
cafion to face about to the enemy on the right. The Sepoys then followed in 
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,a line, which terminating in a right angle with the rear of the batta- 
lion, extended to the left of it. The French, battalion relying on the 
fuperiority of their artillery, which were feven field pieces, did not come 
near enough to do much execution with their mufketry ; but their Se- 
poys moving into the rear of the Englifh Sepoys, fired very fmartly, and 
killed and wounded many of them, as well as fome of the Europeans, 
amongft whom captain Polier received a wound. However, the Englifh 
troops proceeded without making a halt, until they took pofleffion of ano- 
ther tank, fituated about a mile from that which they had quitted. Juft as 
they had got into this poft, captain Polier received a fecond wound, which 
difabling him from farther fervice, he gave up the command to captain 
Calliand. The enemy now feemed determined to let the Englifh elcape 
no farther j and threatened a general aflault on the tank, for their Se- 
poys and cavalry drew up on three fides of it, whilft the French me- 
naced the other. Major Lawrence, although very ill, ordered himfelf 
to be carried to the top of one of the city gates, and contemplating 
from thence the difpofitions of both armies, trembled for the fate of 
his own j but it happened otherwife. The three Englifh field pieces 
were brafs fix pounders, and capable of difeharging a great quanti- 
ty of grape fhot, and the artillery men, with their ufual dexterity and 
calmnefs, fired them with fuch vivacity and good aim as the French bat- 
talion advanced, that in a few minutes they ftruck down near a hundred 
men, which execution ftaggering the reft, their line halted, irrefolute 
whether to proceed or retreat : captain Calliaud feized this inftant, and 
Tallying with all the Europeans, gave them a difeharge of mufketry fo 
well levelled, that it immediately flung them, into diforder, and break-, 
ing their ranks they ran away in great confufion : their officers endea- 
voured to rally them, hut in vain, for they would not flop before they 
were out of the reach of cannon fhot, and then could not be prevailed 
upon to return to the attack. The Sepoys and Myfore cavalry, who had 
been hitherto kept at bay by the Englifh Sepoys, feeing their Euro- 
pean allies retreating, immediately defifted from the engagement, and 
the whole retreated together by Weycondah to the ifland. The 
Englifh contented with their fuccefs, which was indeed greater than 
could have beqn expected, did not purfue, but continued their march 
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quietly to the camp ; their lofs was feven Europeans killed, and forty- 1754- 
eight, with fix officers out of nine, wounded, and 150 Sepoys were ei- ' ’ v ' 
ther killed or wounded. The enemy fuffered much more, having neat 
200 of their battalion, and 300 Sepoys killed or wounded. The con- 
voy which had returned into the woods; receiving information of the 
enemy’s retreat, let out again, and arrived the fame night at the camp, 
which was in fuch want of provifions, that if the enemy had only taken 
the refolution of encamping near the ground where they had fought, the 
Englilh army would have been obliged to march away the next day to 
Tanjore. 

The enemy reflecting with much vexation upon their difgrace, thought 
it neceffary to perform Ibme exploit which might re-eftablifh their re- 
putation : but not having the heart to attack the Englilh in their camp,, 
they determined to wreck their vengeance on the Polygar Tondeman, 
whole attachment to the Englilh had alone enabled them to Hand their- 
ground at Tritchanopoly, fo long after they could get no more provifi- 
ons from the Tanjore country. Accordingly the fecond night after the 
engagement, M. Maiffin with all his Europeans, 3000 Sepoys, and 
2000 horfe, marched into the Polygar’s country, with an intention to 
commit every kind of ravage ; but the inhabitants alarmed, removed 
their effeCts, and drove their cattle into the thickeft parts of their woods, 
where it was impoffible to follow them, and the enemy found nothing 
but empty villages to burn, except at Killanore, where after dilperfing 
the Englilh Sepoys ftationed there, they took three or four hundred bags 
of rice, and an iron gun. Vexed that they had with much fatigue been 
able to do very little mifehief in this country, they refolved to fall on 
the dominions of the king of Tanjore, and plundering as they went,, 
appeared before Kelly Cottah, which furrendcred on the fecond day. 

Major Lawrence not doubting but that the war thus unexpectedly 
carried into his country would convince the king of the neceffity of 
acting again in conjunction with the Englifii, determined to avail him- 
felf of the firft* impreffion which thefe hoftilities might make upon 
his mind, and prepared to march away to Tanjore. The guards at Elimi- 
ferum and the other out-polls were drawn off: 100 of the battalion 
were lent into the city to augment the garrifon to 400 Europeans, and 
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1754. the reft of the army let out the 23d, at two in the morning, proceed- 
ing through Tondeman’s woods. 

Orders at the fame time were fent direfling the reinforcement which 
was waiting at Devi Cotah to march and join the army at Tanjore. 
The party which had been fent under the command of lieutenant Frazer 
to raife the fiege of Palam Cotah, returned in the month of January to 
Devi Cotah, from whence another was fent in the month of February 
to make an incuriion into the diftrifls of Chilambrum, where the French 
had juft collected a very large harveft of rice: this detachment confift- 
ed of thirty Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, commanded by a volunteer of 
no experience They deftroyed and fet fire to a great quantity of grain 
which they found piled up in Hacks in the fields ; but-hearing that 
the enemy’s principal magazine was at Manarcoile, a pagoda, twelve 
miles fouthweft from Chilambrum, they marched againft the place, 
and fummoned the French ferjeant who commanded in it. The man 
perceiving that they had no battering cannon, anfwered their fummons 
by a defiance. The Englifh officer believing, neverthelefs, that he fliould 
by the fire of his mufketry alone oblige the garrifbn to furrender, re- 
mained before the place, making fome very aukward and infufficient dip- 
pofitions to reduce it. The French garrifbn at Chilambrum apprized of 
this by the ferjeant, marched and came upon them by furprize, and 
the ferjeant fallying at the fame time with 1 00 Sepoys, the party was 
entirely routed, and the officer, with nine of his Europeans, were made 
prifbners. The detachment, under the command of captdn Pigou, ar- 
riving foon after this at Devi Cotah, deterred the enemy for foir.e 
time from committing any hoftilities in this part of the country ; but 
finding at length that thefe troops, whilft waiting for orders to march 
to Tritchanopoly, did not venture to make any ineurfions into their ter- 
ritories, Mr. Dupieix reaffirmed his intentions of reducing Palam Cotah ; 
and, in the end of April a party confiding of eight hundred Sepoys and 
feventy Europeans, with three pieces of battering cannon, and fome 
field pieces, appeared before the place } the governor immediately 
applied for affiftance to the company’s agent at Devi Cotah: feme 
time was loft in debating whether the troops intended for the reinforce- 
ment of the army at Tritchanopoly ought to be expofed on this fervice : 
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but at length exadt intelligence being received of the enemy’s numbers, 1754* 
it was concluded that they could run no great rilque in attacking them ; 
and they marched, accompanied by five hundred Sepoys. Early the 
next morning they arrived within four miles of Palam Cotah ; when 
the enemy difcovering them immediately fpiked up their heavy can- 
non, blew up and threw into ponds and wells all their ammunition, 
and marched away towards Chilambrum. Five hundred Sepoys were 
detached with orders to harrafs them until the main body fliould come 
up ; but they had fo much the ftart, and continued their march with 
fuch precipitation, that the purfuit was vain. Two days after a report 
prevailed that the Morattoes who had entered the kingdom of Tan- 
jorc, intended to intercept the Englifh troops in their return to Devi 
Cotah } to prevent which they immediately quitted Palam Cotah. The 
French at Chilambrum hearing of their departure, marched out in 
hopes of gaining fome advantage over them in the retreat ; and their 
advanced guard of Sepoys came up before the firft divifion had eroded 
the Coleroon ; enfign Richard Smith, with the rear guard of three 
hundred Sepoys, was ordered to make head againft them, and kept 
them at a diftance until the reft had gained the other bank ; but as 
loon as he began to retreat with the rear guard, the enemy, now aug- 
mented to the number of one thoufand Sepoys, prefled hard upon him, 
and the frefties of the Coleroon happening to defeend at this time, the 
river was rifen fo much fince the firft divifion began to crofs, that it was 
now fcarcely fordable: the rear, however, having no other rcfource, 
determined to crofs it at all events, and were all the while expofed to 
the enemy’s fire from the thickets which covered the bank, by which 
twenty men were wounded, and fome of the Ihorteft fize were drown- 
ed in the ftream. A few days after his return to Devi Cotah captain 
Pigou received orders from major Lawrence to proceed to Tanjorc. 

The major purfuing his march through the woods, was mqt the 
day after his departure from Tritchanopoly by the Polygar Tondeman, 
whom he received with the relpedt due to his fidelity and attachment to 
the Englilh caule. The fame day likewife came an exprels from the 
king of Tanjore, fraught with compliments for the relbluticn which the 
msyqr had taken to come .to liis afliftance, and prefling him to haften 
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1734. his march. Indeed what had juft happened in his country rendered 

“* vW the major’s approach every day more and more welcome. From Kelly 
Cotah the enemy went to Coiladdy, which having taken on the 24th, 
they immediately cut through the great bank, which preventing the 
waters of the Caveri from running into the channel of the Coleroon, 
may be called the bulwark of the fertility of fhe Tanjore country. 

This, therefore, was the greateft mifehief they could do to that 
nation, and ftruck them with fo much confternation, that the king 
thinking it neceflaiy to fhew fome appearance of vigour, ordered his 
uncle Gauderow to march with 1 500 horfe to Tricatapoly, and punilh 
the enemy ; but this unwary general was furprized the next day by 
an enemy he did not expedt. The Nabob, during the courfe of 
the war, had made feveral ptopofals to induce Morari-row to return to 
his own country, but the exorbitance of the demands on one fide, and 
the diftrefs for money on the other, had hitherto been infurmount- 
able obftacles to the conclufion of the treaty. The fame cauies having 
now feparated the Morattoes from the Myforeans* the Nabob entertain- 
ed hopes that he fhould get rid of this dangerous enemy without expence. 
But Morari-row lay at Pitchandah, brooding fchemes, and determined 
not to depart before he had got a certain fum of money from one or 
other of the contending parties, and perhaps from both. The march 
of Gauderow to Tricatapoly, inftantly fuggefted to him. that a fevere 
blow ftruck upon thefe troops by the Morrattoes would infallibly induce 
the king of Tanjore, already terrified by the iheurfions of the French 
and Myforeans, to furnifh the money neceflary to purchafe his retreat • 
if difappointed in this expectation, he at leaft would have the fatisfadtt- 
on of taking vengeance for the fevere blow which the Morattoes had 
fuftained from Monack-jee in the beginning of the year. Animated by 
this double motive of intereft and revenge, he eroded the two rivers in 
the night with 3000 of his heft troops, who fell at day-break upon 
Gauderow’s party fo furioufly that only 300 with their general efcaped j 
the reft, were all either killed or taken prifoners. Two days after this 
defeat, the Englifh arrived at Tanjore, where they were joined by 
the detachment from Devi Cotah, of i Jo Europeans, and joo Sepoys, 
under the command of captain Pigou, Major Lawrence being at this 
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time much indifpofed, deputed captain Calliaud to ad in conjundion 
with Mr. Palk in the conferences with the king upon the meafur es 
neceflary to be taken. 

They found that although the late misfortunes had convinced the 
king of his imprudence in withdrawing his affiftahee from the Englifh, 
as well as in difplacing his general Monack-jee, they had not weaned 
him from his affedion to Succojee, whofe counfels had brought fuch 
diftrefs upon himfelf and his country. Seeking, as irrefolute minds 
generally do, to reconcile incompatabilities he wanted to employ the 
general without removing his mortal enemy the minifter. However, 
finding that the difmiffion of Succojee was the only condition on 
which the Englifli would accept of his alliance, and hearing at the 
fame time that they daily expe&ed confiderable reinforcements, fuch as 
might enable them to carry on the war without him, he at length con- 
fented to banifli Succojee from his prefence and councils, and not only 
reinftated Monack-jee in the command of the army, but likewife ap- 
pointed him prime minifter. Mr. Palk and captain Calliaud, to fe~ 
cure the king from a relapfe, infilled that the di (graced minifter 
fliould immediately quit the kingdom, and he departed with his family, 
giving out that he was going to vifit fome famous pagoda at a great 
diftance, the uftial pretext of fuch great men of the Indian religion, 
who think it neceflary to retreat from danger, or are obliged to retire 
from powej*. This change, fo eflential to the interefts of the Nabob 
and the Eaft- India company, was effected within feven days after the 
arrival of the army at Tanjore, and Monack-jee received his com- 
miflions from the king in ceremony on the 7th of June, and imme- 
diately began to levy new troops to repair the lofs which the Tan- 
jorine army had lately fuftained j but as it required fome time to colledt 
the recruits, Major Lawrence requefted die prefidency to haften the 
junction of Maphuze Khan, and of the reinforcements which were 
arrived at Madrafs from Bombay and Europe ; fb that the whole might 
march from Tanjore to Tritchanopoly in one body. 

Accordingly a detachment of 400 men in battalion, half Europeans 
and half Topafles, together with 500 Sepoys, marched, to join Maphuze 
Khan at Conjevaram, and from thence to proceed with him to Tanjore. 
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1754. This man, as fond of being at the head of a body of troops as he was 
incapable of employing them to any good purpofe, (hewed no inclina- 
tion to quit the country about Arcot, giving for a rcafon that Abdul- 
wahab Khan had failed to advance the money necefiary to fatisfy his 
troops. Under this pretext he moved up and down the country, levy- 
ing contributions from fuch forts and polygars as were not ftrong enough 
to refill: him. At length receiving afiurances from the prefidency that they 
would furnifh him with money, provided he would march immediately 
to the fouthward, he fet up his ftandard at Conjevaram in the month of 
May 5 and allured them that he would proceed without delay ; but Mr. 
Dupleix, well acquainted with his character, confounded this refolution, 
by ordering the garrifon of Gingee, with fome other troops, to take 
the field. This body although much inferior to Maphuze Khan’s force, 
frightened him fo much that he declared he could not proceed unlefs he 
was joined by a detachment of Europeans : in the mean time the 
enemy, encouraged by his imbccillity, advanced from Gingee, and took 
the fort of Outramaloor, which lays about 20 miles nearly Weft from 
Sadrafs, and flufbed by this fuccefs they proceeded to another fort ftill 
nearer to Conjevaram : but enfign Pichard, who had now joined Maphuze 
Khan with a platoon of Europeans, prevailed upon him to march againft 
the enemy, who on their approach retreated to Outramaloor; enfign Pi- 
ebatd finding Maphuze Khan not a little elated with this acknowledg- 
ment of his fuperiority, perfuaded him to follow them, and attack the 
forf$rjhich being in a ruinous condition, a general aflault Was given, which 
fucceeded, and the enemy ran away in a pankk to Gingee, where they 
(hut themfelves up. This fuccefs, neverthelefs, did not induce Maphuze 
Khan to proceed as he had promifed to Tritchanopoly j but he returned 
to Conjevaram with a refolution not to quit it again until he had received 
the money he had fo often demanded. The prefidency finding he was 
not to be influenced by afty- other motive, paid him 50,000 rupees, and 
agreed to pay as roach ! mere - after ho had crofted’ the Cblemon; 
this and the junction of the large detachment fent to accompany him, 
left him without any farther pretences for delay, and he began* his. 
march from Conjevaram in the beginning of July. 


Moran- 
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Morari-row returning, after the victory he had gained over Gauderow, i 
to his camp on the other fide of the Coleroon, purfued the reft of his **"" 
fcheme, writing to the Nabob, who was then juft arrived at Tanjore, 
that if he would give him fecuriry for the payment of 300,000 rupees, 
he would return to his own country, and never more be an enemy either 
to him, the Englifh, or the Tanjorines. The Nabob having no money, 
applied as the Morattoe had forfeen, to the king of Tanjore, who, after 
many meetings confented to furnifh it, and the articles were drawn up 
and figned, ftipulating that 50,000 rupees fhould be paid as foon as the 
Morattoes arrived at Volcondah, 100,000 more when they came to the 
pafs of the weftern mountains, and the remaining 150,000 when 
they arrived in their own country. Whitft this tranfa&ion was car- 
rying on at Tanjore, Morari-row acquainted the regent of Myfore that 
he was in treaty with the Nabob, but offered if the Myforean would 
pay him the arrears he had fo often demanded to return to his affift- 
ance : the regent fent him what money he could fpare, about 50,000 
rupees, which the Morattoe no fooner received than he marched away 
with all his troops to Volcondah, and in the beginning of July left the 
province and went to his own country, which lays about roo miles 
north-eaft from Arcot. Here Morari-row, after he furrendered Tritch- 
anopoly to Nizam-al-muluck in 1741, was permitted to ereft a prin- 
cipality, dependant indeed on the Soubah of the decan, but independant 
of his own nation: as all new fta.tes are conduded with more vigour 
and attention than fuch as, have been long eftablifhed, he foon made 
himfelf admired and refpedted by his neighbours, enli fling none of his 
countrymen but fuch as were of approved' vatoqr, and treating them 
fo well, that they never entertained any : thoughts of quitting him * 0^- 
the contrary the whole arrhy feemed. as one family ) the fpirit of exploit: 
which he contrived to keep upampngft them by equitable partitions . of 
plunder, rendered them fond of their fatigues, and they never complain- 
ed but whpn .tfey,' M choice, he made of . his o& 

ficers ftill more ^covered ^ jbiis capacity ; for there. w^s ttdfc a command-* 
cr of.ioo horfe who was npt fit to commandthe whole*j, notwithftand* 
ing which every one was contented in his particular jlation, and they 
all lived in perfect harmony with each other, and in perfect obedience 
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1754. to their general. So that this body of troops were, without exception*, 
the bell foldiers of native Indians at this time in Indoftan. Befides the 
qualities common to the reft of the Morattoe nation, fuch as activity, 
ftratagem, great dexterity in the management of their horfes and fa- 
bres, they had by their confli&s againft Europeans fur mounted in a great 
degree the terror of fire arms,, although oppofed to them with the 
fteadieft difeipline ; and what is more extraordinary, were even capable 
of ftanding againft the vivacity of a cannonade from field pieces: al- 
though this terrible annoyance, never made ufe of in India before the 
war we are ; commemorating, continued to ftrike all other Indian 
troops with as much terror as their anceftors felt when regular mufketry 
was firft employed againft them. 

Immediately after the departure of the Englifh army, the garrifon 
of Tritchanopoly received two or three convoys from the woods, upon 
which the enemy crofted the Caveri, and encamped on the plain, 
firft at Chuckley-apollam, and afterwards to the fouth of the city, 
changing their camp feveral times, between Elimiferum and the five 
rocks : their patrolcs conftantly traverfing this line rendered it im- 
poflible for the Sepoys at Kellinore to pafs with any more pro- 
vifions, and the garrifon were obliged to live on their flock, which 
with fparing management might laft for three months* More than 
one had already elapfed before the treaty with the Morattoes was con- 
cluded at Tanjore ; after which major Lawrence, anxious to return, 
prefted Monack-jee to march. Few of the generals of India have any 
notion of the value of time in military operations, and Monack-jee either 
pretended or found fuch difficulties in recruiting his cavalry, that he de- 
clared he could not be ready before the end of July. Wearied with 
thefe delays, and hoping that fuch a mark of his impatience would 
excite the Tanjorines to follow him, major Lawrence, acccompanied 
by the Nabob, marched away with the Englifti troops from Tanjore 
on the 22d, and encamped at Atchempettah, a town in the woods be- 
longing to the Colleries, about twelve miles weft from Tanjore : five 
days after Monack-jee fet up his ftandard and joined him with the 
T anjorine army •> but he now declared that his troops would be greatly 
difiatisfied if they proceeded any farther before Maphuze Khan with 
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the reinforcement that accompanied him came up. The $1 abob like- 
wife preffing major Lawrence to wait for thofe troops, he much againfl 
his will confented, but obliged Monack-jee to colledt a quantity of pro- 
vifions fufficient to replace what fhould be confumed by the English 
troops in the field and in Tritchanopoly, during the delay occafioncd 
by, this refolution. 

At this time a revolution, little expected by any one in India, hap- 
pened in the government of Pondicherry. The directors of the English 
Eafl India company had in the preceding year, made reprefentations to 
the miniflry of Great Britain, on the hoflilities in which they were in- 
volved on the coaft of Coromandel, and follicited the fupport of the 
government either to terminate or carry on a war, which their own re- 
sources were little able to Continue againfl the French company, llrongly 
Supported by the adminiflration of France. The Britifh miniflry foon 
conceived the neceffity of interfering vigoroufly, to flop the ambitious 
proje&s of Mr. Dupleix, and began a negociation with the French mi- 
niftry on the fubjeft. Mr. Duvelaer, a diredor of the French company, 
together with his brother the count de Lude, who had both of them 
refided for many years in the Eafl Indies, were deputed from Paris, to 
treat with the miniflry in London, and had frequent conferences with 
the earl of Holdernefle, at that time one of his majefty’s principal fecre- 
taries of ftate, who by much application and frequent enquiries from all 
perfons capable of giving true information, had gained an extenfive 
knowlege of the fubjed ; however intricate and little underflood. This 
minifter finding that the French endeavoured as ufual, to gain time 
under the pretence of negotiating, prevailed on the king, to order a 
fquadron of men of war to be equipped, on board of which a regiment 
was to be embarked for the Eafl Indies. This vigorous refolution 
convinced the French adminiflration, that a perfeverance in their 
fchemes of making conquefls, and obtaining dominions in Indoftan, 
would foon involve the two nations in a general war : for which France 
was in no wife prepared j and they confented that the difputes of the 
two companies fhould be adjufled by commiffarics in India, on a foot- 
ing of equality } without any regard to the advantages which either the 
one or the other might be in pofTeffion of, at the time when the treaty 
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1 7 54. fhould be concluded. It now remained only to choofe fuch commiffa- 

' • rW ries, as would implicitly fulfil thefe intentions, and the French them- 
felves, were fo fully convinced that Mr. Dupleix, was not a man fit 
to be traded with a commiflion, which contradicted fo ftrongly 
every part of his conduit fince the beginning of the war of Coro- 
mandel, that they forefaw the Englifh miniftry would fufpeit Jfhe 
good faith of every pacific profeflion they had lately made, if they 
fhould offer to nominate Mr. Dupleix a commiffary to adjuft the terms 
of peace. Having therefore no alternative, they of their -own accord, 
and without any application from the Englifh miniftry, took the refb- 
lution of removing him from the government of Pondicherry ; and ap- 
pointed Mr. Godeheu a director of the French company, their commif- 
fary to negociate the peace, and at the fame time commander general, 
with abfolute authority over all their fettlements in the Eaft Indies. The 
Englifh company empowered Mr. Saunders, and fome other members of 
the council o£, Madrafs to treat with Mr. Godeheu. 

On the 1 ft of Auguft, Mr. Dupleix received advice of thefe refolu- 
tions, and the next day, a fhip anchored at Pondicherry with Mr. 
Godeheu on board. He landed immediately, proclaimed his commif- 
fion, and took upon him the adminiftration of the government ; which 
Mr. Dupleix refigned to him with the fame affectation of compofure and 
ferenity, that he had always fhewn on every other difappointment or re- 
verfe of fortune. By this reafonable conduct, he preferved himfelf from 
an ignominy which was ready to be exercifed upon him, in cafe he had 
proved refractory, for Mr. Godeheu was furnifhed with one of thofe 
orders figned by the king, which fuperfedes all forms of the French laws 
and jurifprudence, by declaring the perfon againft whom it is directed a 
criminal of ftate, and renders all other perfons guilty of high treafon, 
who refufe to affifUin carrying the mandate into execution. His fucceffor 
Mr. Godeheu not having occafion to make ufc of this extremity of his 
power, treated him with much refpeCt, and even permitted him to con- 
tinue the exhibition of thofe marks of Moorifh dignity, which both Mur- 
jsafa-jing, and Salabad-jing, had permitted him to difplay, when 
they appointed him Nabob of the Carnatic. Thefe were of various 
-flags and enfigns, various inftruments of military mufic, particular orna- 
ments 
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ments for his palankeen, a Moorifh drefs diftinguifiied ltkcwife with 1754. 
ornaments peculiar to the Nabobfhip ; and in this equipage, he went 
with great {olemnity to dine with Mr.Godeheu on the feaft of St. Louis. 

Mr. Godeheu immediately on his arrival acquainted Mr. Saunders of 
the intentions for which he was fent to India ; and as a proof of his 
eatneftnefs to accompli fh them, fent back to Madrafs the company of 
Swii's loldiers which Mr. Dupleix had made prifoners as they were going 
in Mafloolas from Madrafs to fort St. David in the beginning of the 
preceding year. The two governors entered into a correfpondence, and 
both feemed defirous of agreeing to a fufpenfion of arms, but until it 
fhould he concluded they feemed attentive to lofe no advantage which 
might be gained in the field. 

The orders fent to haften Maphuze Khan found him after many un- 
necelfary delays juft arrived at fort St. David, with no inclination to pro- 
ceed any farther. This indeed now fcarcely depended on his own 
choice, for his troops, grown refractory from their conviction of his in- 
capacity, refufed to march before they received more money; not- 
withftanding the prefidency had paid 50,000 rupees when they fet out, 
and the remaining 50,000 was not due before they crofted the Cole- 
roon ; but major Lawrence having no expectation of eflential fer- 
vice from fuch troops with fuch a commander, thought it unnecefiary 
to wafte either more time or money to procure their afliftance, and or- 
dered the detachment of Europeans to leave them behind. On the 14th 
of Auguft the detachment arrived at Atchempettah, and the next day 
the whole arinv was reviewed in prefence of the Nabob and Monack-jee. 

The Englilh troops confifted of 1200 men in battalion, part of themTo- 
pafles, with 3000 Sepoys, and x 4 field pieces : the Tanjorines were 2500 
cavalry, and 3000 infantry, moftly armed with muficets, and they had with 
them fome pieces of cannon : the Nabob had only his guard of fifty 
horfe. On the 1 6th the army marched and encamped at Natal pettah, 
a -village in the woods, fix miles to the eaft of Elimiferum, and pro- 
ceeding the next day, entered the plain about a mile to the fouth-eaft 
of this place, intending to pafs between the fugar loaf and the French 
rocks. The enemy, informed by fcouts of their approach, marched 
from their camp at the five rocks to oppofe their paffage. 
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1754 * A deep watcrcourfe, fupplied from the Caveri to the eaftward of 
~ v ~ mJ Chuckleya-pollam, interfeils the plain nearly at an equal diftancc between 
the French rock and Elimiferum, and drikes to the fouth of the l'ugar 
loaf rock ; a large bank ran along that fide of the watercourle which 
was neared to the enemy, who by taking pofieflion of this bank might 
have obliged major Lawrence either to have altered the courfc of his 
march, or to have engaged them under a very great difad vantage : 
but their commander, Mr. Maiffin, for reafons not publickly avow- 
ed, negle&ed to avail himfelf of this advantage. The Englifh army 
advancing clofe by Elimiferum in a diredt line from thence to the 
city, perceived and were furprized at this negledt ; and major Lawrence 
immediately ordered the advanced guard, confiding of 4c o Sepoys, ami 
100 Europeans with two field pieces, to proceed brilkly and fecure that 
part of the bank and watercourfe over which he intended to march. 
As they approached the enemy cannonaded them, but did nothing more ; 
and the whole army foon after eroded the bank without interrupti- 
on; after which they halted and formed in two lines, extending ob- 
liquely between the fugar loaf and the French rocks from the water- 
courfe towards the city. The fird line was compofed entirely of the Englifh 
troops ; the battalion with the field pieces in the center, and the Sepoys 
on each wing : in the l'econd line was the baggage, accompanied by the 
Tanjorine cavalry and Peans, with the rear guard of 100 Europeans, 
and 400 Sepoys : in this order they waited for the enemy, who were 
drawn up in a line parallel to them, at about the didance of a mile : their 
battalion having been reinforced the night before with 200 men, con- 
fided of 900 Europeans, and 400 Topafles, who with their Sepoys 
were on the right near the fugar loaf rock : the Myfore cavalry, about 
1 0000, extended fo far to the left, that many of them were drawn up 
to the wedward of the city ; as their line approached the French advan- 
ced three field pieces, which cannonaded the left of the Englifh line, 
but were foon filenced by a fuperior fire : however, the enemy continued 
to advance until they came within cannon (hot, when they were fired 
upon from ten pieces of cannon, which they anfwered with eight. 
The Englifh fire was much hotter and better directed than the enemy’s, 
and in a few rounds druck down more -than fifty of the French batta- 
lion ; 
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lion; upon which the whole went fuddenly to the right about, and 1754. 
marched away towards their camp at the five rocks, in the fame order 
as they had advanced ; major Lawrence preparing to follow them received 
intelligence that his convoy was cxpofed to a danger which demanded 
his whole attention ; the rear guard by fome m if lake quitted their ftation 
during the cannonade, and formed upon the light of the firit line, and 
Monack-jec likcwife quitted the convoy, and drew up the Tanjorinc 
cavalry in a feparate body at a difiance, in order to prevent the Myfb- 
reans from falling upon the right flank of the army and baggage. Hi- 
dernaig, the bell officer of the Myforcans, happened to be in this part of 
the plain, and feeing the baggage left without protection, ordered fome 
of his troops to amufe the Tanjorines in front, whilfi he himfelf with 
another body galloped round the French rock, and fell upon the rear 
of the convoy, amongft which they created no fmall confufion, and 
feized thirty-five carts, fome of them laden with arms and ammunition, 
and others with baggage belonging to the Englifh officers. Major 
Lawrence, as loon as he dilcovered the miftakes which had given rife 
to this difordcr, directed the rear guard to march back to their ftation ; 
but before they arrived the enemy were gone off with their booty to- 
wards Chuckleya-pollam. A party of 500 Topafles and Sepoys, with 
two guns, had crolTed the Caveri, and were advancing at this time from 
Scringham to take pofleffion of the French rock, which being perceived 
by captain Kilpatrick, he tallied with a part of his garrifbn, and cannon- 
aded them fo briikly that they retreated in great confufion to the ifland. 

Some time was fpent in reaflembling the fcattered bullocks and coolies ; 
after which the army continued their march, and encamped near the 
walls to the fouth of the city. Eight Europeans were killed by the 
cannonade, and amongft them captain Pigou, an officer of promifing 
hopes, whofe death was much lamented ; near 1 00 of the French ba- 
talion were killed and wounded ; but the irrefolution and faintnefs of 
their behaviour this day was not imputed io much to want of courage, 
as to orders, which it was fuppofed their commander Mr. Maiffin had 
received, to avoid a general engagement. 

The flock of provifions brought with the army were depofited in 
the city for the ufe of the garrilon, and major Lawrence determined to 
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1754. get fupplies for his camp as ufual from Tanjore and Tondeman’s coun- 
tr y . j, ut as j t was neceffary to drive the enemy from the plain before this 
could be effected with facility, he moved on the 20th of Align ft to the 
Facqnire’s tope, hoping to provoke them to fight. This motion pro- 
duced a different but a better effetft, for at noon they fet fire to their 
camp, and retreated to Moota Chellinoor, oppoiite to the head of the 
ifland. In the evening Monack-jee, with the Tanjorines, inverted Eli- 
miferum, .where the enemy had a guard of 1 50 Sepoys, and thirteen 
Europeans, with one piece of cannon. Thefe after very little refiftance 
furrendered on the 2 2d j and a garrifon of 200 Englifh Sepoys, with a 
few artillery men, were left to fecure it. 

Major Lawrence finding that the enemy {hewed no inclination to quit 
Moota Chellinoor, marched from the Facquire’s tope on the ift of Sep- 
tember, and encamped nearer to them, to the north- weft of Warriore 
pagodas. They had made an inundation on each flank of their camp j 
the Caveri was in their rear ; and they had flung up works and mount- 
ed cannon to defend their front, which was acceflible only by one 
road leading through rice fields covered with water. Notwithftanding the 
advantages of this fituatipn, they had not courage to continue in it; 
but fufpedting that the Englifh intended to attack them, they crofted the 
river in the night, and retreated to Seringham. The Englifti took pof- 
feflion of the port they had abandoned, and finding that they had clone 
much mifehief to thewatercourfes which from this place fupply the ditches 
and refervoirs of Tritchanopoly, they employed fome days in repairing 
them j after which major Lawrence, in compliance with a promiie he had 
made to the king, of Tanjore, detached Monack-jee with the Tanjorine 
troops, accompanied by a party of 220 Europeans, 600 Sepoys, and two 
field pieces, under the command of captain Jofeph Smith, to Coiladdy, in 
order to protect the coolies employed there in repairing the great bank 
which the enemy had ruined in the month of May. The rainy fea- 
fon being now fet in, the reft of the Englifti battalion and Sepoys 
went into cantonments in Warriore pagodas, on the 13th of Sep- 
tember. 

At this time a fquadron, under the command of admiral Watfon, 
confifting of three {hips, of 60, 50, and 20 guns, with a Hoop, as 
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alfo feveraJ of the company’s {hips, arrived on the coaft, having on 
board thej^th regiment of 700 men, under the command of colonel 
Adlercron, with 40 of the king’s artillery men, and 200 recruits 
for the company s troops. The French likewife had received during 
this feaion, 1200 men, of which number 600 were a body of hurtars, 
under the command of Fitfchcr, a partizan of Fine reputation j but the 
reft were only raw recruits : lo that both {ides now were able to bring 
into the field an equal force of about 2000 Europeans ; but the Englilh 
troops were in quality lb much fuperior to the French, that if this long 
and obftinately contorted war had now refted on the decifion of the fword, 
there is no doubt but that the French would loon have been reduced to afk 
for peace on much lefs advantageous terms than the prefidency of Madrals 
were obliged to accede to, in obedience to the orders they now received 
from Europe. Mr. Godchcu himfelf was fcnfible of this difparity, and 
dreading at the fame time the advantages which the Englilh might de- 
rive from their fquadron, he (hewed a moderation in his propofols fuffi- 
cient to induce Mr. Saunders to agree to a fufpenfion of arms, before 
the terms of the treaty were adjurted. 

The allies on both lides were included in this fufpenfion, which was 
proclaimed at Madrafs, Pondicherry, Tritchanopoly, and in all other 
places on the eoaft of Coromandel, where the Englirtt and French had 
troops, on the i ith of October ; from this day it was to continue un- 
til the 1 ith of January. As foon as it was proclaimed major Lawrence, 
who now received a commiffion appointing him to the rank of lieute- 
nant colonel in the king’s fervice, quitted Tritchanopoly and came to 
Madrafs, where lie was prefented by the prefident, in the name of the 
company, with a fword enriched with diamonds, as a token of their ac- 
knowledgment of his military fervices. Thell* diftindions, however, 
did not countervail his {enfe of the neglcd which had been {hewn 
him, by lending colonel Adlercron, an officer of fuperior rank, to 
command the Englilh troops in India. 

The two armies at Tritchanopoly, whilft remaining in expedation of 
the Tufpenfion of arms, had attempted nothing decifive againrt each 
other fince the French retreated to the ill and. The French indeed de- 
tached a rtrong party to cannonade the workmen repairing the great bank 
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17 1; 4. at Coiladdy; and thefe troops appeared fevcral times in fight of captain 
Smith’s detachment, but were by the vigilance of that officer prevented 
from giving any interruption to the work : feme other parties likewife 
rnolcht'd the coolies repairing the watercourfes at Moota Chellinoor, but 
they defiflcd as foon as Mahomed Iffouf, with fix companies of Sepoys, 
were ftationed there. In other parts of the province very few difturbances 
had happened fince Maphuze Khan had marched from Conjevaram to 
fort St. David, where he (till remained. The Phoufdar of Velorc, foon 
after he releafed captain Smith in April, made overtures, offering to 
acknowledgeMahomed-ally; uj on which the prefidency of Mijdrafs gave 
him in writing a promife of their protection folong as lie conformed to 
the allegiance due from him to the Nabob ; and Abdul-wahab the Na- 
bob’s brother, made a treaty with him on the fame condition. 

To the northward the French had effablifhed their government in the 
four provinces ceded to them by Sulabad-jing, but not without fome 
difficulty and oppoiition. Jafler-ally Khan, the Nabob who had for fome 
time governed the provinces of Rajahmundrum, and Chicacole, refolvcd 
not to refign them to Mr. Bufly ; and finding Vizeramrauze the mod 
powerful Rajah of thole countriess with whom he was then at war, in 
the fame difpofition with himfelf, he not only made peace, but entered 
into a league with the Raja j and both agreed to oppole the French with 
all their force : in confequence of which treaty they applied for fupport 
to the Englifh factory at Vizagapatnam, as alfo to the prefidency of Ma- 
drafs } the Engliffi encouraged them in their refolution, but were too 
much occupied in the Carnatic to furnilh the fuccours tiiey demanded. 
The interefts of the Indian princes and Mooriffi governors perpetually 
claffiing with one another, and with the intereft of the Mogul, will 
perhaps always prevent the empire of Indoftan from coercing the 
ambitious attempts of any powerful European nation when not 
oppofed by another of equal force > much lefs will any particular prin- 
cipality in India be able to withftand fuch an invader. Mr. Moracin, 
the French chief at Mafulipatnam, not having troops enough to 
reduce the united forces of the Rajah and Nabob, made overtures to 
Vizeramrauze, offering to farm out to him the countries of Rajahmun- 
drum and Chicacole at a lower rate than they had ever been valued at. 

Such 
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Such a temptation was perhaps never refitted by any prince in Indottan, 1754* 
and Jatter-aliy Khan finding himfclf abandoned by his ally, quitted his 
country full of indignation, and determined to take refuge with Ra- 
gogi Bonfiila the Morattoe general : travelling with this intention to the 
well ward he fell in with an army of 20000 Morattoes, commanded by 
the fon of Ragogi Bonfala, whom he eafily prevailed upon to make 
an incurfion into the Chicacole countries over the mountains, which till 
this time were deemed iir.patllblc by cavalry ; but a Polvgar, who had 
been driven out of his territory by the Rajah, and accompanied 
the Nabob in his flight, undertook to conduit them through defiles 
and pafles known to very few except himfelf. The Morattoes under 
this guide entered the province of Chicacole, whilft the Rajah thinking 
fueh an inroad impoflible, lay negligently encamped near his capital j 
where falling upon him by furprize, they gained an cafy victory over 
his troops, and the Rajah hurried away to Malulipatnnm, to demand 
afllttance from the French. In the mean time the Morattoes carried 
fire anil fword through the province, and more particularly di reded 
their ravages again tt his patrimonial territory. Amongft other de- 
predations they burnt the Dutch fadtory of Bimlapatnam, in which 
they found feveral chefts of t re a lure 3 but they offered no violence 
to the Englifh fadtory of Vizagapatnam. Mr. Moracin immediately de-. 
tached all the force he had, about 150 Europeans, and 2500 Se- 
poys, to join the Rajah’s army, who now marched againft the enemy ; 
but the Motattocs kept in leparate bodies out of bis reach, until they 
had got as much plunder as they could find means to carry away ; 
which having fent forward with a confiderablc efco.t, they, in order to- 
fecurc their booty from pmfuit, marched with their main body and 
offered Vizeramrauze battle. The fight was maintained irregularly 
for feveral hours, but with courage on both fidcs : the Morattoes, 
however, at latt gave way before the French artillery : they neverthe- 
lefs remained fomc days longer in the neighbourhood, until they 
heard that their convoy was out of reach of danger ; when they fud- 
denly* decamped, croffed the Godavery at a ford which they had difeo- 
vered, and patting through the province of Yalore, coafted the not them 
mountains of Condavir, until they got out of the French territories, who ra- 
ther 
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r 754- ther than expofe their provinces to a fecond ravage by oppofing their re- 
treat, fuffered them to proceed without interruption through feveral difficult 
pafles where they might cafily have been ftopped. In the month of July 
Mr. Buffy came from Golconda to Mafulipatnam, from whence he went 
to the city of Rajamundrum, and fettled the government of his new ac- 
quifitions, in which the French were now acknowledged fovereigns, 
without a rival or competitor; for the Morattoes, content with the 
plunder they had gotten, (hewed no farther inclination to aflift Jafter-ally 
Khan in the recovery of his governments ; who having no other refource 
left, flung himfelf upon the clemency of Salabad-jing, and went to 
Aurungabad, where he made his fubmiflions. 

As (oon as the fufpenfion of arms was declared in the Carnatic, Mr. 
Watfon, with the fquadron, left the coaff, in order to avoid the ftormy 
monfoon, and proceeded to Bombay. In the end of December com- 
modore Pocock arrived at Madrafs with a reinforcement of two men of 
war, one of 70 and one of 60 guns. By this time Mr. Saunders and 
Mr. Godeheu had adjufted, as far as their powers extended, the terms 
which were to reftore tranquillity to the Carnatic. 

They were only impowered to make a conditional treaty, which was 
not to be deemed definitive until it had received the approbation of the 
two companies in Europe, who had referved to themfelves the pow- 
er of annulling or altering the whole or any part of it. This 
conditional treaty ffipulated as a bafis, that the two j^mptfcies were 
forever to renounce all Moorilh government and dignity; ‘were u ver to 
interfere in any differences that might arife between the princes c f the 
country ; and that all places, excepting fuch as (liould be ffipulated to re- 
main in the pofleflion of each company, were to be delivered up to the 
government of Indoftan. The governors then proceeded to give their 
opinion what places each might retain without a rifque of engaging them 
in future wars, either with one another, or with the princes of the country. 
In the Tanjore country the English were to poffefs Devi Cotah, the 
French, Karical, with their prefent diftri&s : on the coaff of Coroman- 
del the Englith were to poffefs .vladrafs and fort St. David; the French, 
Pondicherry, with di drifts of equal value ; and if it (hould appear that the 
Englilh pofleflion in the kingdom of Tanjore and in the Carnatic to- 
gether, 
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gether, were of more value than the French poficflions in thofe coun- 1754. 
tries, then the. French were to be allowed an equivalent for this differ- ' 
cnce in a fcttlement to be chofcn between the river of Gondecama and 
Nizampatnam : diftrids near Mafulipatnam were to be afcertained of 
equal value with the ifland of Divi, and of thefe diftrids and the ifland 
a partition was to made as the two nations could agree in the choice : 
to the northward of the diftrids of Mafulipatnam, in the Rajahrnundrum 
and Chicacole countries, each nation were to have four or five fubor- 
dinate fadories, or fimple houfes of trade, without territorial revenues, 
chofen fo as not to interfere with one another. Upon thefe conditions 
a truce was to take place between them and their allies, on the coaft 
of Coromandel, until the anfwers fhould be received from Europe con- 
cerning this convention. Both nations obliged themfelves, during the 
truce, not to procure any new grant or ceflion from the princes of the 
country, nor to build forts ; but they were permitted to repair fuch for- 
tifications as were at this time in their poffeflion. Neither were to pro- 
ceed to any ceffions, retrocefiions, or evacuations until a definitive 
treaty fhould be concluded in Europe, at which time were to be 
fettled the indemnifications which each was to receive for the expences 
incurred by the war. 

The truce to which this conditional treaty gave birth, fpecifieft that if 
either of the European nations committed any ads of hoflility, or in- 
croached upon the pofleffions of the other, commiffaries were to be ap- 
pointed to examine and adjuft the difpute ; but if the Indian allies of ei- 
ther fide committed violences againft either of the two nations, both 
were to unite in rcpulfing them : it was likewife agreed to proceed to an 
exchange of prifoners as far as the number taken by the French extend- 
ed ; this was only 250, whereas the Englifii had 900. 

This convention was in reality nothing more than a ceflation of ho- 
flilities for eighteen months ; fince there was no pofitive obligation on ei- 
ther of the companies to adopt the opinions of their reprefentatives 
exprefled in the conditional treaty. In the mean time the French were 
left to enjoy, without interruption, the revenues of all the territories which 
they "had acquired during the war. Thefe incomes, according to the ac- 
counts publifhed by themfelves, were, from Karical in the kingdom of 
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1754. Tanjore, 96,000 rupees; from the eighty villages in the diftriil of 
Pondicherry, 105,000 ; from Mafulipatnam with its dependancies, from 
the iiland of Divi, Nizampatnam, Devrecottah, and Condavir, all con- 
tiguous territories, 1,441,000 ; from the four provinces of Yalore, Muf- 
tapha Nagar, Rajahrtiundrum, and Chicacole, 3,100,000; from lands 
in the Carnatic, to the fouth of the river Palrar, 1,700,000; from the 
the ifland of Seringham and its dependancies, which Mahomed- ally had 
given up to the Myforeans when they came to his a fli fiance, and which 
the Myforeans now gave to the French, 400,000 ; in all 6,842,000 
rupees, equal to 855,000 pounds flerling. 

The acceffions which the Englifh had made during the war to the ufual 
incomes of their fettlements on the coafl of Coromandel, were no more 
than 800,000 rupees, drawn annually from lands laying to the north of 
the Paliar, mortgaged by the Nabob to reimburfe the great fum of money 
they had defrayed on his account in military expences. It was therefore 
evident that no motive of ambition had induced them to carry on this 
war : on the contrary, the continuance of it was deemed, and perhaps 
with reafon, incompatible with the exiftence of the company ; otherwife 
it would be impoffible either to account for or excufe the conduit of 
the directors, by whofe orders the prefidency of Madrafs was obliged 
to conclude a truce on fuch precarious and unequal terms as would ena- 
ble the French to recommence the war with double flrength if the con- 
ditional treaty was not accepted by their miniflry in Europe, who for tins 
very reafon might be flrongly tempted to rejeit it. However the Englifh 
kept one advantage in their power, by not relcafing 650 prifoners whom 
they had taken during the war more than the French had taken from 
them ; and they derived another advantage of the greatefl confequcnce, by 
the removal of Mr. Dupleix from the government of Pondicherry. He 
departed on his voyage to Europe on the 14th of October, having firft 
delivered his accounts with the French company to Mr. Godehcu, by 
which it appeared that he had difburfed on their account near three 
tnilions of rupees more than he had received during the courfe of the 
war. A great part of this fum was furnifhed out of his own eftate, and 
the reft from monies which he borrowed at intereft from the French in- 
habitants at Pondicherry, upon bonds given in his own name. Mr. 

Godeheu 
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Godehcu referred the difcuffion of thefe accounts to the directors of 
the company in France, who pretending that Mr. Dupleix had made 
thefe expences without fufficient authority, refufed to pay any part of the 
large balance he aflerted to be due to him : upon which he commenced 
a law-fuit againft the company 3 but the miniftry interfered and put a 
flop to the proceedings, by the king’s authority, without entering into 
any difcuffion of Mr. Duplcix’s claims, or taking any meafures to fe* 
tisfy them. However, they gave him letters of protection to fe- 
cure him from being profecuted by any of his creditors. So that 
it is fuppofed his prefcnt fortune is much lefs than that which he was 
poffeffed of before he entered upon the government of Pondicherry 
in 1742. His conduCt certainly merited a very different requital from 
his nation, which never had a fubjedt fo delirous and capable of ex- 
tending its reputation and power in the Eaft-Indies : had he been 
fupplied with the forces he defired immediately after the death of 
Amvar-a-dean Khan, or had he afterwards been fupported from 
France in the manner neceflary to carry on the extenfive projects he 
had formed, there is no doubt but that he would have placed Chunda* 
faheb in the NaboMhip of the Carnatic, given law to the Soubah of 
the Decan, and perhaps to the throne of Delhi itfclf, and have eftablilh- 
ed a fovereignty over many of the moft valuable provinces of the em- 
pire . armed with which power he would eafily have reduced all the 
other European fettlements to fuch reftri&ions as he might think pros- 
per to impofe ; it is even probable that his ambition did not Hop here* 
but that he intended to expel all other Europeans out. of Indoffan, and 
afterwards from all other parts of the Eaft-Indies, for he was known 
often to fay, that he would reduce the Englifh fettlements of Calcutta 
and Madrafs to their original ftate of lifting towns, When we confider 
that he formed this plan of conqueft and dominion at a time when all 

other Europeans entertained the higheft opinion of the ftrength of the 

Mogul government, fuffering tamely the infolence of its meaneft of* 
ficers rather than venture to make refiftancc againft a power which 
they chimerically imagined to be capable of overwhelming them in an 
inftant we cannot refrain from acknowledging and admiring the fagacity 
of his genius, which firft difeovered and deipifed this fflufion. But mi- 
5 C c c 2 litary 
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1754. litary qualifications were wanting in his compofition to carry effectually 
j nt0 execution projects which depended fo much upon the fuccefs of mi- 
litary operations ; for although fufficiently verfed in the theory of war, 
he had not received from nature that firmnefs of mind, which is capable 
of contemplating inflant and tumultuous danger with the ferenity necef- 
fary to command an army ; nor were there any officers at Pondicherry 
of fufficient abilities to oppofe fuch as we have feen commanding 
the Englilh forces ; for as it was Mr. Dupleix’s cuftom to remove the 
commander after a defeat, no lefs than fix had been employed by 
him in this ftation with equal ill fuccefs fince the beginning of the year 
1752: the only man of diftinguilhed capacity who ferved under him, 
was Mr. Buffiy, and his conduct to this officer ffiewed that he knew the 
value of merit, and was capable of employing it to the utmoft advantage ; 
for although Mr. Buffiy had by his expedition to die northward acquir- 
ed much reputation, and an eftate much greater than his own, he beheld 
his fucceffes without the lead envy, and implicitly followed his advice in 
all affairs of which Mr. Bully, by his fituation, might be a better judge 
than himfelf; from whence it may be prefumed, that inffead of pcrle- 
cuting he would have agreed as well with Mr. De la Bourdonnais, if 
that officer had come into India with a commiffion dependant on his 
authority ; but his pride could not with patience fee an equal purfuing 
fchemes fo different from his own, in a country where he was laying 
the foundation of fo much greatnefs and reputation for himfelf. Here, 
therefore, envy obfeured his underftanding, and warped his mind to in- 
juftice : in his private life he is neverthelefs acknowledged to have been 
friendly and generous to fuch as had any merit, without being impla- 
cably fevere to thofe whofe incapacity or mifeondudt difconcerted his 
fchemes. The murder of Nazir-jing is the only a£t of atrocious iniquity 
which is imputed to him j but even in this no proofs have ever appear- 
ed that he either inftigated the Pitan Nabobs, or concurred witli them 
in planning the affaffimation of that prince. He no fboner quitted Pon- 
dicherry than the antipathy, which many had conceived againft him 
from the haughtinefs and pride of his demeanour, fubfided ; and all his 
countrymen concurred in thinking that his difmiffion from the govern- 
ment 
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ment of Pondicherry was the greateft detriment that could have happen- 1754. 
ed to their inter efts in India. 

The treaties were publifhed on the 1 ith of January, the day on which 1755 * 
the former fufpcnfion of arms ended, and two days after Mr. Saunders quit- 
ted the government of Madrafs, and proceeded to England. At the end 
of January Mr. Watfon, with his fquadron, arrived from Bon>bay'at fort 
St. David, having made the paffage againft a contrary monfoon, with 
aimed as much expedition as if they had failed at a favourable feafon of 
the year. In the beginning of February Mr. Godcheu, having fulfilled 
the principal intentions of his commillion, quitted Pondicherry and re- 
turned to France, leaving the power of the governor much more limit- 
ed than it had been in the time of Mr. Dupleix. The two prefiden- 
cies, now at peace with each other, gave their whole attention to ma- 
nage their refpedtive territories, revenues, and alliances, to the belt 
advantage, without infringing the truce. 

The Myforeans could not be made to underhand that they were no 
longer at l.bcrty to commit boftilities againft the Englifh or the Na- 
bob ; and when adviled by the French to return to his own country, 
the regent faid that he was under no obligation to regard any treaties that 
he had not made himfelf : that therefore he fhould never leave Sering- 
ham until he had got Tritchanopoly, which he did not defpair of ef- 
facing even without their afiiftance : finding, however, that the French 
thought themfelves obliged to acquaint the Englifh of any febemes that 
he might put in practice for this purpofe, he offered the commanding of- 
ficer 300,000 rupees if he would retire with the French troops to Pondi- 
cherry, and leave him at liberty to carry on his projedts without controul : 
the Englifh, however, were under no apprehenfions of the effedts of them, 
and at the requefl of the Nabob a detachment of 500 Europeans and 
2000 Sepoys were ordered to proceed into the countries of Madura and 
Tinnivelly, to aflift in reducing them to his obedience. Maphuze Khan, 
who arrived at Tritchanopoly in the end of December with 1000 horfe, 
was appointed by the Nabob his reprefentative in thofe countries, and 
joinejl his troops to the Englifh detachment j the Nabob himfelf like- 
wife refolved to accompany them fome part of the way. 


This 
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This army, commanded by lieutenant colonel Heron, an officer lately 
arrived from England, fet out in the beginning of February from their 
cantonments at Warriore pagodas, and halted thirty miles to the fouth 
of Tritchanopoly, at a village called Manapar, where the Polygars of 
this part of the country had previoufly been ordered to fend their agents 
to fettle their accounts with the Nabob. The four principal Polygars 
obeyed the fummons ; and their agents gave obligations promifing to 
pay the tributes that were due ; but the Nabob knowing the deceitful 
charader of thefe chiefs in general, defired that the army might re- 
main at Manapar until the money was paid, and fent officers to colled 
it ; who on their return reported that the Polygar Lachenaig, after pay- 
ing a part, refufed to pay the remainder. Upon this it was refolved to 
attack his country, and the army after marching ten miles to the fouth- 
weft of Manapar, in the high road leading to Dindigul, came in light 
of his woods, laying about two miles to the weft of that r oad. 

The fubjeds of this, as well as of all the other Polygars in fh. fe (buth- 
ern parts of the peninfula, are Colleries, a people difilnn;,: in munyre- 
fpeds from the reft of the Indians, and hitherto little known to Europe- 
ans; they Tally in the night from their receffes and ftrong holds to plun- 
der the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages of their cattle, which if 
they cannot bring away alive, they kill with their long fpears: by con- 
ftant pradice in thefe exploits they acquire fo much dexterity and au- 
dacity that they will for hire undertake to fteal and bring off a horfe 
even from the center of a camp ; they are fo far from thinking it a 
difgrace to be accounted thieves, that they value themfelves upon excel- 
ling in the profeffion, and relate to ftrangers ftories of defperate and 
fuccefsful thefts accomplfthed by their countrymen, with as much com- 
placence ' as other people commemorate the heroic adions of their an- 
ceftors; and indeed when booty is the objed, they regard danger and 
death with indifference* of which the Englifh officers themfelves few a 
very ftriking example, whilft they were befieging the French and Chun- 
dafeheb in Seringham. Of the party of Colleries employed at that time 
by the Engliffi to fteal the enemy’s horfes ; two brothers were taken up 
and convided of haying ftolen, at different times, all the horfes belong- 
ing to major Lawrence and captain Clive; the prifoners did not deny 

4 the 
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the fad 5 but being told that they were to be hanged, one of them of- 
fered to go and bring back the horfes in two days, whilfl: the other re- 
mained in prifon, provided that both fhould be pardoned. This propofol 
being agreed to, one of them was releafed ; but not appearing in the ftipu- 
lated time, major Lawrence ordered the other Collery to be brought before 
him and afked him the reafon why his brother had not returned, bidding 
the prifoner prepare for death if the horfes were not produced before 
the next evening : to this the Collery with great compofure replied, that 
he was furprized the Englilh fhould be fo weak as to imagine that ei- 
ther he or his brother ever had any intentions of rcfloring fo valuable 
a booty, which would make the fortunes of their whole family j feeing 
they had it in their power to retain it, at no greater expence than 
his fingle life, which had often been hazarded for a Angle meal : 
he added, that the Englifh could not blame them for having con- 
trived the efcape of one of the two, when both, if unavoidable, would 
willingly have died rather than rcflore the horfes. The man uttered 
this ridiculous apology with the appearance of fo much indifference 
to the fate that threatened him, that it moved both the laughter 
and companion of the audience j and captain Clive interceding with 
major Lawrence, he was difmifled, without any punifhment. Father 
Martin, a Jefuit, who relided ten years in the neighbouring country 
of Morana, deferibes the Colleries as more barbarous than any fovages. 
in any part of the globe ; aliening, that when two of the nation, 
either male or female, have a quarrel with one another, each is oblig- 
ed by an inviolable cuftom to fuffer and perform whatfbever tor- 
ments or cruelties the other thinks proper to inflid, either on himfelf 
or any of his family ; and that the fury of revenge operates fo flrongly 
amongfl them, that a man for a flight affront has been known to mur- 
der his wife and all his children, merely to have the atrocious fatisfac- 
tion of compelling his adverfary to commit the like murders in his own 
family : but fortunately for the honour of human nature, none of the 
Englifh officers have hitherto been able to diftinguifh any traces of thefe 
diabolical pradices, and the jefuit ftands fingle in his affertion. The 
whole country pofleffed by the Polygar Lachenaig is fortified either by 
nature or art* for it is furrounded by hills laying at fome diflance from 
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1 755. one another, which being craggy and covered with bullies and loofe 
' r ~~ J ftones, are impartible to any excepting the Colleries themfelves j and 
from hill to hill are flung up works peculiar to the rude but cunning 
chara&er of thefe people ; for they confift of a thick wall, compofed 
of large ftones laid upon one another, without cement, and flanked at 
proper diftances by round towers made of earth, well rammed down ; 
before the wall is a deep and broad ditch, and in front of the ditch a 
broad hedge of bamboes, fo thickly fet, that it cannot be penetrated 
without the hatchet or fire. 

The army began early in the morning to attack a part of this bar- 
rier : the field pieces were placed upon an eminence from whence they 
commanded the towers that defended the face of attack ; the Colleries 
appointed to guard the towers not being accuftomed to the annoyance of 
cannon fliot, foon abandoned them ; but numbers, neverthelefs, armed 
with matchlocks, and bows and arrows, perfifted in defending the hedge, 
hiding themfelves within it, and firing with excellent aim through the 
fmalleft intervals} whilft others appeared on the hills on each hand, 
leaping and bounding, by the help of their long fpears, from ftone to 
ftone, with the agility of monkeys, and howling and fereaming in hopes 
to terrify the afiailants } but as foon as they found themfelves within 
reach of their fire, they gained the fummits again as nimbly as they had 
defeended : returning, however, in the fame manner as foon as the firing 
ceafed. At length, about ten o’clock in the forenoon, the army, after 
having loft feveral men, forced their way through the barrier, when 
Mahomed Iffouf was detached with 500 Sepoys, fome Europeans 
and a field piece, to attack the principal town, diftant about four 
miles from that part of the barrier through which they had forced their 
way} but before the detachment came within fight of the town, 
they were unexpectedly flopped by another circumvallation of the 
fame kind, but ftronger than the firft: here the enemy had aflcmblcd 
their whole force, and defended themfelves with much more obftinacy 
than before •, infomuch that Mahomed Iflouf, after lofing 100 Se- 
poys and 1 2 Europeans, was obliged to fend for fuccours from the 
main body } from whence a party of too Europeans was immediately 
detached to his afliftance} but before they arrived, the enemy having 
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expended all their ammunition, abandoned their defences and difappear- 
ed. The army then proceeded without any interruption to their prin- 
cipal town, which they found likewife deferted, the enemy having re- 
tired with their cattle to the hills out of the reach of farther purfuit : 
however, Lachenaig finding that they (hewed no inclination to quit 
his country, renewed his negociation, and in a few days paid the 
remaining part of his tribute. The Nabob now returned to Tritch- 
anopoly, and the army, together with Maphuze Khan, proceeded to 
Madura, where they arrived in ten days. This city, iince the death of 
Allum Khan, which happened in April 1752, had remained in the 
poflefiion of another partizan in the intcreft of Chundafaheb’s fa- 
mily, who regarding his government as a tranfitory poflefiion, and in- 
tent upon nothing but amafling wealth, had neglected to repair the 
fortifications, and kept only a (lender garrifon, very infufficient to de- 
fend a place of fuch extent : he, therefore, now retired with his 
garrifon to Coilgoody, a fixong pagoda, fituated about eight miles to 
the eaft, and the army entered Madura without the lead oppofition. 
Here they received a deputation from the Polygar Morawar, whole 
country adjoins to the weflern diflri&s of Madura and Tinevelly. 
The Polygar apologized for his conduit during the war in fiding with . 
Chundafaheb and the Myforeans, defired to be pardoned for that of- 
fence, and intreated to be received into alliance with the Englifli, under 
whofe protection he promifed to remain faithful to the Nabob. As a 
proof of the fincerity of his intentions, he offered to give the company 
two fettlcments on the fea-coaft of his country, oppofitc to Ceylon, which, 
as he juftly obferved, would greatly facilitate their future communications 
with Tinevelly, for they had at prefent no other way of approaching 
that city but by a tedious and difficult march of feveral hundred miles ; 
whereas reinforcements might come by lea from Madrafs or fort St. David 
in four or five days to the fettlcments he intended to give, from which 
the march to Tinevelly was no more than fifty miles. Thefe offers 
colonel Heron deemed lb advantageous, that without confulting the pre- 
fidency, he entered into an alliance with the Polygar, and as a mark of 
the Englifli friendfliip, gave his deputies three Englifli flags, with per- 
miflion°to hoift them in their country wherever they ihould think 
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i 755* proper. After this bufinefs was concluded, and the necefliiry regulati- 
ons made to eftablilh the Nabob’s authority in the city, colonel Heron 
determined to attack the fugitive governor in Coilgoody. The greateft 
part of the Sepoys were fent forward in the evening, under the com- 
mand of Mahomed Iflouf, with orders to invert the pagoda clofely until 
the battalion came up } but by fome miftake they halted at the 
diftancc of two miles from the place, and the governor receiving by his 
fpies, intelligence of colonel Heron’s intentions, tied in the night, leaving, 
however, the greateft part of his troops to defend it. The next day the 
battalion fet out from Madura, with two eighteen pounders ; but the 
march laying through a rugged road, the carriages of thefe cannon broke 
down, and there were no fpare carriages to replace them ; fo that when 
the troops appeared before the pagoda, they had none of the common 
preparations neceflary to attack it, having even forgot to provide fealing lad- 
ders. Colonel Heron, however, thinking it a difgrace to retreat after he had 
fummoned the place, determined to force his way into it by burning 
down the gate with bundles of ftraw ; an expedient which probably was 
luggefted to him by his Indian domeftics, in whom he placed great confi- 
dence ; for we have leen the natives employing this method of attack at 
Atchevaram. The moft refolute men in the army regarded the attempt 
as ralh and impracticable; but colonel Heron, to filence their remonftran- 
ces, fet the example, and carried the firft torch himfelf. Excels of 
courage, however defperately or abfurdly employed, leldom fails to in- 
tereft thofe who are fpeCtators of it, and often obliges them to partici- 
pate of the danger even againft the convictions of their reafon : Mahomed 
Iftbuf, the commander of the Sepoys, who had more than any one ri- 
diculed the madnefs of this attempt, no fooner faw colonel Heron cx- 
poftng himfelf in this defperate manner, contrary to all military rules, 
than he followed his example, and accompanied him with another 
torch ; fo that the two principal officers of the army were now feen act- 
ing the part of volunteers, leading a forlorn hope. Succefs, however, 
contrary to the general expectation, rewarded their endeavours, and in 
lefs than an hour the gate was burnt down, when the foldiery mill- 
ed in, and in their firft fury put feveral of the garrifon to the fword : 
they were then permitted to plunder, and nothing, as ufual, elcaped 

3 them } 



History of the Carnatic. 


Book V. 


3*7 


them ; for finding in the temples of the pagoda a great number of lit- 
tle brazen images, worfhipped by the people of the country, and parti- 
cularly by the Collerics, they tore them down from their pedeftals, 
hoping to fell them at lead for what the weight of the metal might 
be worth. After this exploit, for which the people of the country 
held them in utter d deflation, the troops returned to Madura ; when 
leaving a garrifon of Europeans and Sepoys for the fecurity of the 
city, the red of the army, accompanied by Maphuze Khan, pro- 
ceeded to Tinevelly, where they arrived alout the middle of March. 
This town is without defences, and no body appeared to oppofe their 
entrance into it : the renters of the open country followed the example 
of the capital, and acknowledged the Nabob without hefitation f but 
many of the neighbouring Polygars made pretences to evade the pay- 
ment of the tribute due from them. The mod confiderablc of thefe 
chiefs was Catabomanaig, whofe country lies about fifty miles north- 
cad from Tinevelly ; and it being imagined that the inferior Polygars 
would not hold out long after he fhould have fubmitted, a detachment 
of 200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, with two field pieces, were fent 


to reduce him. 

Some days after another detachment, confiding of 100 Europeans, 
and 300 Sepoys, with two field pieces, were lent to attack the fort of 
Nellecotah, fituated forty miles to the fouth of Tinevelly. Thefe troops 
fet out *at midnight, and performed the march in eighteen hours : the 
Polygar, dartled at the fuddennefs of their approach, fent out a deputy, 
who pretended he came to capitulate, and promifed that his matter 
would pay the money demanded of him in a few days; but fufpicions 
bcin f)r entertained of his veracity, it was determined to detain him as a pledge 
for die execution of what he had promifed, and he was delivered over 
to the charge of a guard. The troops were fo much fatigued by the ex- 
ceffive march they had juft made, that even the advanced ccntmels could 
not keep awake, and the deputy perceiving all the loldiers who were 
appointed to guard him, faft afleep, made his efcape out of the camp, 
and returned to the fort, from whence the Polygar had fent him only to 
„ ain time, in order to make the necefTaty preparations tor his defence. 
This being difeovered early in the morning, it was determined to form 
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1755. the place, of which the defences were nothing more than a mud wall 
w ith round towers. The troops had brought no foaling ladders, but the 
outfide of the wall was Hoping, and had many clefts worn into it by 
the rain, fo that the aflault, although hazardous, was neyerthelefs prac- 
ticable. It was made both by the Europeans and Sepoys with undaunt- 
ed courage, in feveral parties at the fame time ; each of which gained 
the parapet without being once repulfed, when the garrifon retired to 
the buildings of the Fort, where they called out for quarter j but the fol- 
diers, as ufual in delperate a (faults, were fo much exafperated by a fenfo 
of the danger to which they had expofed themfelves, that they put all 
they met to the fword, not excepting the women and children, fuffer- 
ing only fix perfons out of foUr hundred to efcape alive : forry we are 
to fay, that the troops and officers who bore the greated part in this 
(hocking barbarity, were the braved of Engliffimen, having mod of 
them ferved under colonel Lawrence on the plains of Tritchanopoly : 
but thofe who Contemplate human nature will find many reafons, fup- 
ported by examples, to diflent from the common opinion, that cruelty 
is incompatible with courage. 

Meanwhile the Polygar Morawar was fo delighted at the fuccefs of 
his negociation with colonel Heron, that as a farther proof of his good 
intentions to the Englilh, he ordered 5000 men, under the command 
of his brother, to march and affid them in reducing the Polygars of 
Tinevelly ; but the king of Tanjore andTondeman having many years 
been at implacable variance with the Morawar, beheld the marks of 
favour which had been (hewn to him with the utmod jealoufy, and 
reprefented their deteftation of them in the dronged terms to the 
prcfidency of Madrafs, alledging that they themfelves could have no 
reliance on the ftiendffiip of the Englifh, if they faw them making 
treaties with their mortal enemies. The prefidency, unwilling to give 
umbrage to thefe allies, wbofe affidance they might probably (bon 
dand in need of again, diredted colonel. Heron to break off all farther 
communication with the Morawar 1 thefe orders, however, did not ar- 
rive before the Morawar’s troops were advanced within five miles of Tine- 
velly j when they were abruptly told, that if they did not immediate- 
ly" march back to their own country they Would be treated as enemies : 
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not, however, imagining that the Englifh would proceed to fuch ex- 
tremities, they remained in their camp, and endeavoured to commence 
a negociation ; but the orders which colonel Heron had received were 
fo peremptory, that he thought himfelf obliged to march and attack 
them ; on this they decamped with fuch precipitation, that they left 
behind them a great part of their baggage, with fome horfes, which 
were plundered by the Sepoys of the advanced guard. 

The revenues which had been colledted during this expedition, 
did not amount to the expences of the army : part of the tributes 
were embezzled by Maphuze Khan, and part was likewifc diminifhed 
by the prefents which colonel Heron, with too much avidity, confented 
to receive from thofe who had accounts to fettle with the government. 
In the mean time Maphuze Khan, in concert with colonel Heron’s in- 
terpreter, contrived every means to make the ftate of the province ap- 
pear lefs advantageous than it really was ■, and then made an offer to take 
the farm of the Madura and Tinevelly countries together at the yearly 
rent of 1,500,000 rupees : this propofal was feconded, as ufual, by the 
offer of a confiderable prefent, which colonel Heron accepted, , and gave 
him die inveftiture of the countries. 

Whilft thefe tranfa&ions paffed to the fouthward, the Myforeans re- 
mained encamped at Seringham, where the regent had been diligently 
employed in fchemes to get poffeffion of Tritchanopoly : his principal 
reliance for the accomplilhment of this defign, was on a bramin, who 
perfuaded him that he had made a ftrong party in the city, and that 
he had feduccd many of the garrifon : the man even carried his impel- 
ture fo far, that he mentioned the time when, as he pretended, the 
regent’s party in the city defired he would make the attack.. The 
regent, elated with this chimerical hope, could not refrain from re- 
vealing a fecret, which gave him fo much fatisfadion, to M. de 
Sauffay, the commander of the French troops, who immediately 
fent intelligence to the garrifon: captain Kilpatrick returned him- 
thanks for die information ; but to fhew the contempt in- which he 
held the military charatfer of the Myforeans, he defired de Saufiay 
to acquaint the regent, that if he would venture to make the attack, the 
gates of the city Ihould be left open to receive him. Soon after the re~ 
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gent received news from Myfore,- informing him, that a large army of 
Morattoes, under the command of Balazarow, who had levied a con- 
tribution from his country in the preceding year, was approaching again 
to the frontiers ; and that Salabad-jing, at the head of his army, ac- 
companied by the French troops under the command of Mr. Bully, 
was likewife advancing to demand the Mogul’s tribute, which had 
never been paid fince the death of Nizam-al-muluck. Alarmed by this 
intelligence, he immediately prepared to return to his own country, and 
on the 14th of April the great drum, the fignal of decamping, was 
beaten, and the whole army eroding the Caveri marched away ; 
leaving the French in pofleffion of the ifland of Seringham, and the 
other territories which the Nabob had made over to him on his arrival, 
and of which he had from that time colleded the revenues. 

It is difficult to find an example of a prince conducing himfelf with 
more weaknefs than the Myforean in the courfe of this war: the Na- 
bob procured his affiftance by a promife which he never intended to per- 
form j and indeed, had the Myforean been endowed with common faga- 
city, he might have forefeen that the pofleffion of Tritchanopoly, the 
objedt of all his endeavours, would have been the greateft misfortune 
that could have happened to him, fince it would certainly fooner or 
later have involved him in a war with the Mogul government, which 
probably would have ended in reducing the kingdom of Myfore itfelf, 
like the Carnatic, to be a province of the empire. The Nabob’s breach 
of faith in refufing to deliver up the city to him, only ferved to exaf- 
perate his eagernefs to get pofleffion of it, which rendered him as great 
a dupe to the promifes of Mr. Dupleix, as he had been to thole of 
the Nabob j for it is certain, and he at laft difeovered it himfelf, that 
the French never intended to give him Tritchanopoly if they had fuc- 
ceeded in taking it : nor was he lefs deluded by his ally Morari-row, 
who after perfuading him to affift the French againft the Nabob, de- 
ferted him as foon as his treafures began to fail. At length, after having 
wafted three years, abfent from his own country at the head of an ar- 
my of 20000 men, he was obliged to return without receiving the 
leaft compenfation for the expences he had incurred, or any fecurity for 
the reimburfement of them : for what reliance he might have upon the 
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conditional treaty was little better than chimerical, lince many unfore- 1755. 
feen events might render that convention abortive. w— v*^- 

The prefidency of Madrafs hearing of Salabad-jing’s approach to the 
weftern confines of the Carnatic, entertained fufpicions that he might be 
tempted, notwithftanding the conditional treaty, to enter the province j 
from this apprehenfion they lent orders to colonel Heron to return incef- 
lantly with the troops under his command to Tritchanopoly : how- 
ever, Maphuzc Khan prevailed upon him to remain until he receiv- 
ed a fecond and more peremptory order, which came loon after} 
upon which he recalled the detachment which had been fent againft 
the Polygar Catabomanaig, and prepared himfelf to quit Tinevelly ; 
the detachment had been as far to the north-eaft as Shilinakim- 
pettah, the principal fort of the Polygar, who on their appearance 
entered into a negociation, paid fome money in part of the tribute due 
fiom him, and gave hoftages as fecurity for the reft ; fome money was 
likewife received from feveral inferior Polygars, but the whole collcdtion 
did not exceed 70,000 rupees : as foon as the troops received the orders 
to return, they fummoned Catabomanaig to redeem his hoftages, but 
he knowing that they would not venture to ftay any longer in his coun- 
try, made fome trifling excufes, and without any concern fuffered them 
to carry the hoftages away with them. On the 2d of May colonel 
Heron quitted Tinevelly, but inftead of proceeding dire&ly to Tritcha- 
nopoly, fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded by Maphuze Khan to march 
againft Ncllytangaville, a fort fituated about thirty miles to the weft of 
Tinevelly, belonging to a Polygar who had with much contumacy re- 
fufed to acknowledge the Nabob’s authority : on the march he was join- 
ed by the detachment from the north-eaft. It was the misfortune of 
colonel Heron to place the utmoft confidence in his interpreter, and to 
he conftantly betrayed by him ; for before the army arrived in fight of 
the fort this man had informed the Polygar that they had no, battering 
cannon, and that they would not remain long before the place : the Poly- 
gar, therefore, fccure in his fort, which was built of ftonc and very ftrong, 
anfwered the fummons with infolence; upon which the field pieces and 
two cohorns fired fmartly upon the fort for feveral hours ; but this an- 
noyance producing no effett, another meffage was fent, offering that the 
J r aimy 
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army {hould retire, provided he would pay a 0,000 rupees. The Polygar 
relying on the information which he had received from the inter- 
preter, and encouraged by this relaxation in the terms which were at firft 
propofed to him, anfwered with great contempt, that fuch a fum could 
not be raifed in his whole country, and that he knew the value of money 
too well to pay a fingle rupee. By this time the army were much dif- 
trefied for provifions of all kinds, and the Sepoys ready to mutiny for 
want of pay; both which Maphuze Khan had promifed, but had 
neglected to fupply ; it was therefore determined to march away to Ma- 
dura, where they arrived, accompanied by Maphuze Khan, on the 2 2d 
of May. 

Colonel ‘Heron ftayed no longer here than was neceffary to refreflx 
the men and fettle the garrifon, in which he left a thoufand Sepoys, 
under the command of Jemaul-faib, an officer of fome reputation, and 
next in rank to Mahomed Iffouf. The army had now to pafs one of 
the moft difficult and dangerous defiles in the peninfula, fituated in a 
country inhabited by Colleries, who had, ever fince the departure of the 
army from Madura, threatened vengeance for the lofs of their gods at 
Coilgoody, and had already given a fpecimen of their refentment by 
cutting off a party of Sepoys, which the commanding officer of 
Madura fent out to collect cattle. A Collery difeovered them in 
the night laying fall afleep, without any centinels, and immediately 
went and brought a number of his caft, who, coming upon them 
by furprize, {tabbed every one of them. The defile, called the pals 
of Natam, begins about twenty miles to the north of the city, and 
continues for fix miles through a wood, impenetrable every where elfe, 
to all, excepting the wild beafts and Colleries, to whom it belongs. 
The road of the defile is barely fufficient to admit a fingle carriage at 
a time, and a bank running along each fide of it, renders it a hollow 
way : the wood is in moft parts contiguous to the road, and even in 
fuch places where travellers have felled part of it, the eye cannot pe- 
netrate farther than twenty yards. 

The army quitted Madura on the 28th of May; a party was fent 
forward to take poft at a mud fort called Volfy natam, near the entrance 
of the woods, where the reft joined them in the evening, and the whole 
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pafled the night here. The next morning at day-break they prepared 
to march through the defile : and it being reported* th$ the Colleries had 
cut down many trees to obftrud the way, a dctachcgi^ .of Europeans, 
pioneers and Sepoys, were fent forward under the command of captain 
Lin, with orders to clear the pafs of thefe incumbrances, and to fcour 
the woods on each fide with their fire ; but captain Lin neither finding 
fuch obftru&ions as had been reported, nor even dilcovering the leaft 
appearance of an enemy, continued his march, and halted at the 
town of Natam on the farther fide of the wood. Some time after 
the reft of the army entered the pais in the following order of march : 
fome companies of Sepoys led the van ; thefe were followed by a ferjeant 
and twelve Europeans ; and immediately after them came the firft di- 
vifion of artillery, with the tumbrils containing military ftores ; then fol- 
lowed the battalion led by captain Polier, after whom marched the 
rear divifion of artillery and tumbrils, which were followed by a fer- 
jeant and twelve men, and thefe by fome companies of Sepoys : then 
followed the baggage of the whole army, carried by bullocks and 
coolies, with feveral elephants and camels belonging to -Maphuze 
Khan, and accompanied by fome Sepoys to protect them. The 
rear of the whole line was clofed by a guard of 20 Europeans, 40 
Caffres, and 200 Sepoys, with a fix pounder, under the command 
of captain Jofeph Smith : colonel Heron with a few horle proceeded 
before the line. Nothing could be blamed in this difpofition, except- 
ing that the commanding officer fhould have been in the center with 
the battalion, or with the rear guard, which ought to have been 
ftronger: but the report from captain Lin’s party, who had pafled 
without interruption, removed every apprehenfiou of danger, and 
relaxed the fpirit of precaution. The whole army had entered the 
defile, and proceeded, wondering they faw nothing of an enemy of 
whom they had heard fb much > when, by the carelcfinefs of a driver, 
one of theheavieft tumbrils belonging to the rear divifion of artillery was 
ftuck in a flough, out of which the oxen were not able to draw it : 
the officers of artillery, however, imagining that they fhould foon be 
able to extricate it, fuffered the troops marching before them to go on 
without calling out or fendin&to defirc them to halt ; and the officer who 
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I 755* commanded in the rear of the battalion, feeing feveral Of the tumbrils fol- 
lowing dole up with him, did not fufpedt what had happened, and kept 
on his way : mpfopf the Sepoys, who marched behind the rear divifion 
of artillery, wewffllfeewife fullered to pafs the carriage in the Hough, and 
proceeded in the rear of thofe tumbrils which were going on. In the 
mean time the carriage refilled feveral different efforts which were made 
to remove it, and choaking up the road, prevented the other tumbrils 
which followed, as well as the three field pieces which formed the rear 
divifion of artillery, from moving on, and thele Hopped the whole line vf 
the baggage : thus the front divifion and main body of the army were 
feparaied from the rear, which by the abfence of thofe Sepoys be- 
longing to it, who were fuffered to proceed, was likewile deprived of a 
great part of its force. The Colleries, although unperceived, kept fpies 
near the road, watching every motion, but cunningly refrained from 
making any attack, until the main body had advanced two miles beyond 
the tumbril, which caufed the impediment, when numbers of them 
began to appear near the rear guard of the baggage ; but the fire of a 
few platoons foon obliged them to retreat ; and as they remained quiet 
for fome time, it was imagined that they would not venture to make 
another attempt : but on a ludden they appeared in- much greater 
numbers at the other end of the line, where the tumbril had cm- 
barrailed the road, and attacked the rear divifion of artillery : here 
the whole number of troops did not exceed a hundred men, of 
which only twenty-five were Europeans : this force not being fuffici- 
ent to protect all the carriages, the two officers of the artillery pru- 
dently determined to give their whole attention to the prefervation of 
their field pieces, and of the tumbrils which carried their powder and 
(hot. Thele happened to be altogether in the rear of fuch carriages as 
were laden with other kinds of military ffores ; but fortunately fome of 
the wood on the right hand was cut down, and afforded jfn opening 
which commanded the jroad in front where the enemy were affem- 
bled ; the officers therefore contrived to get their field pieces into the 
opening, from whehce they fired fmartly j but the enemy nevertheless 
maintained the attack for fome time with courage, and with a variety of 
weapons; arrows, matchlocks, rockets, javelins, and pikes j everyone 
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accompanying his efforts with horrible fereams and howlings, and an- 
fwering every fliot that was fired upon them with the fame outcries : but 
finding themfelves much galled, they at length quitted the road, and re- 
tired into the thickets on each fide, from whence they renewed the 
fight with equal vigour, and with better fuccefs, fince the artillery men 
were obliged to divide their attention to many different parts at once ; 
many of the Collerics now pufhed into the road amongft the tumbrils 
and carriages, and with their long fpears ftabbed the draught bullocks, 
and wounded or drove back the few Sepoys who remained to guard 
them : upon the artillery they were not able to make any impreffion ; 
for the gunners, fenfible that the cannon were their only refource, fired 
them with great vivacity and much effect j and captain Smith likewile 
fenfible of the neceffity of protecting the artillery at all events, detached, 
although he could ill fpare them, an officer with a company of Sepoys 
from the rear guard to their affiftance. At length the confufed out- 
cries of the enemy were on a fudden changed to one voice, and nothing was 
heard on all lides but continual repetitions of the word (warny, meaning 
gods, which expreflion they accompanied with violent gefticulations and 
antic poftures, like men frantic with joy ; for feme of them cutting down 
the tumbrils they had feized, difeovered in one of them moft of the little 
brazen images of their divinities which the Engliffi had plundered at Coil- 
goody. It feemed as if they could not have received more delight in ref- 
cuing their wives and children from captivity : however, after their gods 
were conveyed out of the reach of danger, they renewed their attacks, 
and continued them at different intervals for feveral hours. Mean 
while no aliiffance came from the battalion, nor did one of the mef- 
fengers, fent by captain Smith to inform the commander in chief of the 
diftrefs of the rear, return. It was now four in the afternoon, when 
the enemy, after having defifted fome time from their attacks upon the 
artillery, Vallicd at once again unexpectedly into ffie road amongft the 
baggage, coolies, and market people of the army, killing, without difi 
tin&ion of age or fex, all they met. From this moment every thing 
was hurried into the utmoft confufion : every one flung down his bur- 
den, and men, women and children preffing upon one another, fled to 
the rear guard as their only fanduary : captain Smith, unwilling to ag~ 
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*7 5 5* gravate the Offerings of the poor wretches by firing upon them, took the 
v J refolution of marching back out of the defile into the plain, where he 
drew up his men in a little field enclofed with a bank, and placing his 
field piece in the center of it, waited for the enemy j who fatisfied 
with the havock they had committed, did not venture to attack him, 
but retreated and difappeared as foon as the defencelefs multitude they 
were driving before them had got out of the wood. Some Lafears and 
Sepoys were now fent forward to clear the road of the incumbrances 
of baggage with which it was fcattered : after which the rear guard, di- 
vided half before and half behind the field piece and its tumbril, pro- 
ceeded, and fortunately meeting with no interruptions from the enemy, 
foon joined the rear divifion of artillery, who had been waiting with 
the utmoft. anxiety, expe&ing every moment to be attacked again: 
great therefore was their jpy at being thus reinforced. It was°now 
dulk, and no time was to be loft; captain Smith therefore immediately 
colle&ed what bullocks had efcaped the enemy’s daughter, deftroyed 
the carriage which had been the firft caufe of the confufion of the day, 
and drew off all the field pieces with their tumbrils of ammunition, leav- 
ing behind the reft of the ftores, with the whole baggage of the army, 
for want of means to carry them away : about two miles farther in 
the pals he came up with the battalion, whom he found laying 
on their arms, without either the commander in chief, or any one of 
the captains amongft them : for thefe five officers had all been fuddenly 
taken ill about noon with the extreme heat of the day ; and had pro- 
ceeded in their pallankins through the wood, to the poft where the ad- 
vanced guard under the command of captain Lin was halting : from 
this misfortune the fubordinate officers, left without orders, had not ven- 
tured to make any difpofitions to fuccour the rear, notwithftanding they 
knew the danger, to which it was expofed. Captain Smith now took 
the command of the battalion, and marched with them through, the wood 
to the ftation where the advanced guard and the reft of the officers were 
Waiting. Here the army paffed the night, and the next day reached the 
town of Natam, where they were joined by a detachment from Tritch- 
anopoly : Maphuze Khan accompanied them no farther; but return- 
ed to Madura. The army continuing their march without any interruption, 
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arrived on the 5th of June in fight of Tritchanopoly, and encamped at 
Warriore pagodas : colonel Heron was foon after recalled to Madrafs, 
where his conduit during this expedition was tried by a court martial, 
by which he was rendered incapable of lerving the company any longer. 

The prefidency of Madrafs now recommended to the Nabob to 
come and fettle with his family at Arcot, where Abdul-wahab had 
created many diforders in the adminiftration, lavishing away the reve- 
nues with a fpirit of diflipation that would foon have ruined the pro- 
vince, even if it had long enjoyed the higheft degree of profperity. The 
Nabob acquiefced to this advice, and on the 9th of July quitted Tritch- 
anopoly, accompanied by an efcort of 300 Europeans, and 1000 Se- 
poys, under the command of captain Polier. They proceeded through 
the country of Tanjore, and when arrived at the village of Kondoor, 
the king fent his general Monack-jee, with a numerous train, to make 
his compliments to the Nabob. This interview, like moft others be- 
tween perfons of fuch rank in Indoftan, pafled in the ftrongeft and fa Heft 
protections of an inviolable friendfliip : amongft other profeflions 
Monack-jee faid that his mafter kept 5000 horfe ready to ferve the Na- 
bob, if riecefl'ary, in the Carnatic ; and the Nabob, whilfi: he extolled 
with admiration this excefiive mark of the king’s love and friendfliip, 
whifpered to captain Polier that it was all a lie. From Kondoor he 
went to Fort St. David, and from thence on the 19th of Auguft 
he arrived within a mile of Arcot, and encamped on the plain, reviv- 
ing by the advice of his dervifes to wait for a lucky day to make 
his entry into the city, which fell out on the 21 ft. In the mean time 
colonel Lawrence, Mr. Walfh, and Mr. Palk, deputed to invite him 
to Madrafs, arrived at his camp, and contributed to increafe the 
fplendour and reputation of his entry into his capital, from which 
he had been abfent ever fince the death of Nazir-jing. On the 30th 
he came to Madrafs, where after feveral conferences with the prefiden- 
cy, he confented to make over to the company fome farther argu- 
ments on the revenues of the country, in order to reimburfe the great 
expences they had incurred in the war. This important point being fet- 
tled, it was determined that he fliould proceed with a detachment of 
300 Europeans and 1500 Sepoys to collet the revenues that were due 

to 




Book V. 


The War op Coromandel. 

to him from fuch chiefs as had hitherto withheld them with impu- 
nity, more particularly from fcveral Polygars in the northern parts of 
the province. It was agreed that half the monies which might be col- 
lected (hould be received by the company, in order to defray the ex- 
pences of the troops font on this expedition ; and a member of the coun- 
cil of Madrafs was appointed to accompany the Nabob, in order to fee 
that this agreement was punctually fulfilled. 

The fquadron under the command of admiral Watlon had 
no opportunity of exerting themfelves fince they returned to Bom- 
bay in the month of January ; but their appearance upon the coaft 
neverthelefs contributed to keep the French within the bounds of the 
treaty, which in the beginning of the year the government of Pondi- 
cherry (hewed feme inclination to difregard, by claiming and taking 
poffeflion of feveral diftriCts, to which they had no right, in the 
neighbourhood of Carangoly and Outramalour : however, after fome 
lh.arp altercations, this difpute was fettled by an agreement to divide the 
contefted diftriCts equally between the two nations. In the month of 
April Mr. Watfon went with the (hips to Trincanomaly, in order to 
avoid the (etting in of the fouthern monfoon, which is fometimes ac- 
companied with a hurricane : in the middle of May they returned 
to Fort St. David, and in Auguft came to Madrafs ; from whence 
they departed on the i oth of October, in order to avoid the northern 
monfoon, and on the ioth of November they arrived at Bombay. Here 
they found feveral of the company’s (hips lately arrived from Europe, 
with a confiderable number of troops, fent with an intention to be em- 
ployed on an expedition projected in England. 

The Eaft-India company, whilft uncertain of the event of the ne- 
gotiation in India, received advices of the acquifitions which Mr. Bufiy 
had obtained from Salabad-jing j and concluding very juftly that nego- 
tiations alone would not induce the French to quit fuch great advanta- 
ges, they determiiied to (trike at their power in the northern parts of the 
Decan by more effectual means. Aurungabad, the capital of this divifion 
of the Mogul empire, lies no more than one hundred and fifty miles 
weft of ,p,ombay, and the country of the Morattoes much nearer} a 
friendly intercourfe had for fome time been kept up by the prefidency of 
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Bombay with the Saha Rajah, and from the frequent difputes, in which ’ 
his general Balazerow was engaged with Salabad-jing, it was imagined 
that he might be rendered inftrumental in removing the Frenth troops 
from the fcrvice of this prince : it was therefore determined to affifl 
him with a force of Europeans the firft time he fhould march againft 
Salabad-jing, who it was hoped would be lb much alarmed by this 
mcafure as to confent to difmifs the French troops from his fcrvice, on 
condition that the Engliflx retired from the banners of the Morattoes : 
and if he per filled in his attachment to the French, it was determined 
to weary him into a compliance by vigorous hofiilities, in conjunction 
with the Morattoes. 

This enterprize required a commander of much experience in the mi- 
litary and political lyftems of the country ; and captain Clive, who was 
at this time preparing to return to India, offered to conduit it : the com- 
pany had rewarded the fervices he had already rendered, by appointing 
him governor of Fort St. David, and by obtaining for him a commifiion 
of lieutenant colonel in the king’s fcrvice ; but from that dependance 
on the minidry to which their affairs will always be fubjeit, whilft en- 
gaged in military operations, the court of directors, in compliance 
with very powerful recommendations, appointed lieutenant colonel 
Scot to command the expedition. This officer went to India in the 
preceding year, in the poll of engineer general of all their fettlements, 
but died foon after his arrival at Madrafs. The company, however, 
for fear that this or any other accident might prevent him from under- 
taking the expedition, defired colonel Clive to proceed to Eombay be- 
fore he went to the coaft of Coromandel, that if neceflary he might be 
ready to fopnly colonel Scot’s place. The troops fent from England for 
fhis fcrvice were three companies of the king’s artillery, each of 100 men, 
nnd -oo recruits ; who arrived at Bombay in the end of October, where 
colonel Clive finding that colonel Scot was dead, propofed to the preit- 
denev to undertake the plan recommended to them ; but they, poflefled 
by too much caution, imagined that it could not be carried into exe- 
cution without infringing the convention made by Mcto. baundens 
and Godeheu: this judgment, however, had no foundation, either m 
‘the truce or in the conditional treaty, in which all mention, both <* S*. 
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1755. labad-jing and of the French troops in his fervice, feemed to have been 
ftudioufly avoided. The court of diredors had explained their whole 
plan to the prefidency of Madrafs ; but the fhip which had the letters 
on board was unfortunately wrecked on a rock laying eight hun- 
dred miles to the eaft of the Cape of Good Hope, within fight of 
the continent of Africa ; and the prefidency of Bombay not providing 
for fuch an accident, but fearful that the letters they might write on 
this fubjed would be intercepted by the French, contented themlelves 
with only fending to Madrafs advices of the arrival of colonel Clive 
with the troops, without explaining their deftination ; however, flender 
as this information was, it ferved to fugged to fome members of the coun- 
cil the whole extent of the company’s intentions, in confequence of which 
they formed a plan for the condud of it, which they recommended in 
the ftrongeft terms to the prefidency of Bombay ; but before thefe let- 
ters arrived, that prefidency had taken the refolution of employing all 
their force, in conjundion with Mr. Watfon’s fquadron, againft another 
enemy, who had been long formidable to the Englifh commerce on that 
fide of India. 

The Malabar coaft, from cape Comorin to Surat, is interfered by a 
great number of rivers, which difembogue into the fea; it appears that 
from the earlieft antiquity the inhabitants have had a firong propen- 
fity to piracy, and at this day all the different principalities on the coaff 
employ vefiels to cruize upon thofe of all other nations which they can 
overpower : The Mogul empire, when it firft extended its dominion to 
the fea in the northern parts of this coaft, appointed an admiral 
called the Siddee, with a fleet to proted the veffels of their Maho- 
metan fubjeds trading to the gulphs of Arabia and Perfia, from the 
Malabar pirates, as. well as from the Portugueze. The Morattoes 
were at that time in pofleftlon of feveral forts between Goa and Bom- 
bay, and finding themfelves interrupted in their piracies by the Mogul’s 
admiral, they made war againft him by fea and land. In this war one 
Conagee Angria railed himfelf from a private man to be commander in 
chief of the Morattoe fleet, and was intrufted with the government 
of Severndtoog, one of their ftrongeft forts, built upon a fmall rocky 
ifland which lies about eight miles to the north of Dabul, and within 
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cannon foot of the continent : here Conagee revolted again ft the Saha 175^ 
Rajah, or king of the Morattoes, and having feduced part of the fleet u 
to follow his fortune, he with them took and deftroyed the reft. The 
Saha Rajah endeavoured to reduce him to obedience by building three 
forts upon the main land, within point blank foot of Severndroog, but 
Conagee took thefe forts likewife, and in a few years got pofleflion of 
all the fea coaft, fromTamanah toBancoote, extending 120 miles, toge- 
thcr with the inland country as far back as the mountains, which in 
fome places are thirty, in others twenty miles from the fea. His fuc- 
ceffors, who have all born the name of Angria, ftrcngthened themfelves 
continually, infomuch that the Morattoes having no hopes of reducing 
them, agreed to a peace on condition that Angria fhould acknowledge 
the fovereignty of the Saha Rajah, by paying him a fmall annual tri- 
bute ; but they neverthelefs retained a ftrong animolity againft him, 
and determined to avail themfelves of any favourable opportunity to re- 
cover the territories he had wrefted from them. 

In the mean time the piracies which Angria exercifed upon fhips of 
all nations indifferently, who did not purchafe his pafles, rendered him 
every day more and more powerful. The land and fea breezes on this 
coaft, as well as on that of Coromandel, blow alternately in the twenty- 
four hours, and divide the day; fo that veffels failing along the coaft are 
obliged to keep in fight of land, fince the land winds do not reach 
more than forty miles out to fea : there was not a creek, bay, har- 
bour, or mouth of a river along the coaft of his dominions in which 
he had not eredted fortifications and marine receptacles, to ferve both as 
a ftation of difeovery, and as a place of refuge to his veffels ; hence it 
was as difficult to avoid the encounter of them, as to take them. His 
fleet confifted of grabs and gallivats, veflels peculiar to the Malabar 
coaft. The grabs have rarely more than two marts, although fome have 
three thofe of three are about 300 tons burthen ; but the others are 
not more than 1 50 : they are built to draw very little water, being 
very broad in proportion to their length, narrowing however from the 
middle to the end, where inftead of bows they have a prow, projecting 
like that of a Mediterranean galley, and covered with a ftrong deck level 
with the main deck of the veflel, from which, however, it is feparated 
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I 755 ‘ by a bulk head which terminates the forecaftle : as this conftrudtion 
fubje&s the grab to pitch violently when failing againft a head fea, the 
deck of the prow is not enclofed with fides as the reft of the veffel is, 
but remains bare ; that the water which dallies upon it may pafs off 
without interruption : on the main deck under the forecaftle are mount- 
ed two pieces of cannon of nine or twelve pounders, which point for- 
wards through port holes cut in the bulk head, and fire over the prow ; 
the cannon of the broadfide are from fix to nine pounders. The gal- 
livats are large row-boats built like the grab, but of fmaller dimen- 
fions, the largeft rarely exceeding 70 tons : they have two mails, of 
which the mizen is very flight; the main mail bears only one fail, 
which is triangular and very large, the peak of it when hoifted being 
much higher than the mail itfelf. In general the gallivats are covered 
with a fpar deck, made for lightnefs of bamboes fplit, and thefe only 
carry petteraroes fixed oa fwivels in the gunnel of the veffel ; but thofe of 
the largeft fize have a fixed deck on which they mount fix or eight 
pieces of cannon, from two to four pounders : they have forty or fifty 
flout oars, and may be rowed four miles an hour. 

Eight or ten grabs, and forty or fifty gallivats, crowded with men, 
generally compofed Angria’s principal fleet deftined to attack fhips of 
force or burthen. The veffel no fboner came in fight of the port or 
bay where the fleet was laying, than they flipped their cables and put 
out to fea : if the wind blew, their conftrudlion enabled them to fail al- 
moft as fall as the wind ; and if it was calm, the gallivats rowing towed 
the grabs : when within cannon fhot of the chace they generally affem- 
bled in her ftern, and the grabs attacked her at a diftance with their 
prow guns, firing firft only at the mafts, and taking aim when the 
three mafts of the veffel juft opened all together to' their view ; by which 
means the fhot would probably ftrike one or other of the three. As 
foon as the chace was difmafted, they came nearer and battered her on 
all fides until file ftruck ; and if the defence was obftinate, they fent a 
number of gallivats with two or three hundred men in each, who board- 
ed fword in hand from all quarters in the fame inftant. 

It was how fifty years that this piratical ftate had rendered itfelf 
formidable to the trading fhips of all die European nations in India, and 
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the Englidi Ead-India company had kept up a marine force at the annual 
expence of fifty thoufand pounds to protect their own fhips, as well as 
thofe belonging to the merchants edabliflied in their colonies ; for as no 
veflel could with prudence venture fingly to pals by Angria’s dominions, 
the trade was convoyed at particular times up and down the foa coalts 
by the company’s armed veft'els. But as this force confided only of four 
grabs, two of which, however, mounted twenty guns, and fix gallivats, 
it was deemed capable of nothing more than to protect the trade ; and 
indeed it fcarcely ever did any mifehief to the enemy, who failing much 
better than the Bombay fleet, never fought them longer than they 
thought proper : in the mean time Angria feldom failed to take fuch 
Blips as ventured to fail without company along his coad. About twenty- 
eight years ago they took the Darby, a fiiip belonging to the company, 
richly laden from England, and more lately a. three mad grab of the 
Bombay fleet : they likewife took a forty gun diip belonging to the 
French company; and in February, 1754, they overpowered three 
Dutch fhips, of 50, 36, and 18 guns, which were failing together, 
burning the two larged, and taking the other. In 1722, commodore 
Matthews with a fquadron of three fhips of the line, in conjundtion 
with a Portugueze army from Goa, attacked one of their forts called 
Coilabby, but by the cowardice of the Portugueze the attempt proved 
unfuccefsful : and two years after that expedition the Dutch, with 
equal ill fuccels attacked Gheria with feven fhips, two bomb veflels, and 
a body of land forces. From this time his forts were deemed impreg- 
nable, as his fleet was with reafon efleemed formidable. Elated by his 
condant good fortune, the pyrate threw oft his allegiance to the Morattoes : 
it is faid that he cut off the nofes of their ambafladors who came to de- 
mand the tribute he had agreed to pay to the Saha Rajah. The Mo- 
rattoes who are in pofledion of the main land oppofite to Bombay, had 
feveral times made propolals to the governor of the illand, to attack 
this common enemy with their united forces, but it was not before the 
beginning of the prefent year that both parties happened to be ready at 
the fame time to undertake, fuch an expedition. The prefidency then 
made a treaty with Ramajee Punt, the Saha Rajah’s general in thele 
parts, and agreed to affid the Morattoes with their marine force in re- 
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1755. ducing Severndroog, Bancoote, and fome others of Angria’s forts which 
lay near to Choule, a harbour and fortified city belonging to the Mo- 
rattoes. Accordingly commodore James, the commander in chief of 
the company's marine force in India, failed on the >22d of March in 
the Protestor of 44 guns, with a ketch of 16 guns, and two bomb 
velfels ; but fuch was the exaggerated opinion of Angria’s ftrong holds, 
that the prefidency inftruCted him not to expofe the company’s veflels 
to any rifque by attacking them, but only to blockade the harbours 
whilft the Morattoe army carried on their operations by land. Three 
days after the Morattoe fleet, confiding of feven grabs and fixty gallivats, 
came out of Choule, having on board 10,000 land forces, and the fleets 
united proceeded to Comara bay, where they anchored in order to permit 
Morattoes to get their meal on fhore, fince they are prohibited by their 
religion from eating or bathing at fea. Departing from hence they an- 
chored again about fifteen miles to the north of Severndroog, when Ra- 
majee Punt with the troops dilembarked in order to proceed the reft of 
the way by land : commodore James now receiving intelligence 
that the enemy’s fleet lay at anchor in the harbour of Severndroog, 
reprefented to the admiral of the Morattoe fleet, that by proceeding im- 
mediately thither they might come upon them in the night, and 
lb effectually blockade them in the harbour, that few or none 
would be able to efcape. The Morattoe feemed highly to approve 
the propofal, but had not authority enough over his officers to make 
any of them ftir before the morning, when the enemy difcovering 
them under fail, immediately flipped their cables and put to fea. The 
commodore then flung out the fignal for a general chace j but as little 
regard was paid to this as to his former intention ; for although the vef- 
fels of the Morattoes had hitherto failed better than the Englilh, fuch 
was their terror of Angria’s fleet, that they all kept behind, and fuffered 
the Protedtor to proceed alone almoft out of their fight. The enemy 
on the other hand exerted themfelves with uncommon induftry, flinging 
overboard all their lumber to lighten their veflels, not only crowding all 
the fails they could bend, but alio hanging up their garments, and even 
their turbartds, to catch every breath of air. The ProteCtor, however, 
came within gun-fliot of fome of the fternmoft, but the evening ap~ 
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preaching, commodore James gave over the chace, and returned to Se- 
verndroog, which he had paffed feveral miles. Here he found Ra- 
majeePunt with the army, befieging, as they faid, the three forts on the 
main land ; but they were firing only from one gun, a four pounder, 
at the diftance of two miles, and even at this diftance the troops did 
not think thcmfelves fafe without digging pits, in which they flicker- 
ed themfelves covered up to the chin from the enemy’s fire. The com- 
modore judging from thefe operations, that they would never take the 
forts, determined to exceed the inftrudtions which he had received from 
the prefidency, rather than expofe the Englifh arms to the difgrace they 
would fuffer, if an expedition in which they were believed by Angria 
to have taken fo great a (bare, fhould mifearry. The next day, the 
2d of April, he began to cannonade and bombard the fort of Severn- 
droog, fituated on the ifland j but finding that the walls on the weft- 
ern fide which he attacked, were moftly cut out of the folid rock, he 
changed his ftation to the north-eaft, between the ifland and the main; 
where whilft one of his broadfides plied the north-eaft baftions of this 
fort, the other fired upon fort Goa, the largeft of thofe upon the main 
land. The baftions of Severndroog, however, were fo high, that the 
Protestor could only point her upper tier at them j but being anchored 
within a hundred yards, the mufketry in the round tops drove the enemy 
from their guns, and by noon the parapet of the north-eaft baftion was 
in ruins ; when a fliell from one of the bomb veflels fet fife to a thatched 
houfe, which the garrifon, dreading the Protector’s mufketry, were afraid 
to extinguifti: the blaze fpreading fiercely at this dry feafon of the 
year, all the buildings in the fort were foon in flames, and amongft 
them a magazine of powder blew up. On this difafter the inhabitants,, 
men, women and children, with the greateft part -of the garrifon, in 
all near 1000 perfons, ran out of the fort, and embarking in feven dr 
eight large boats, attempted to make their efcape to fort Goa ; but they 
were prevented by the Englifh ketches, who took them all. The Pro- 
testor now direded her force only againft fort Goa, where the enemy 
after futfering a fevere cannonade, hung out a flag as a fignal of furren- 
der ; but whilft the Morattoes were marching to take pofleflion of it, 
the governor perceiving that the commodore had not yet taken poflel- 
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1755. fion of Severndroog, got into a boat with fome of his mod trufty men, 
a nd eroded over to the ifland, hoping to be able to maintain the fort 
until he received afliftance from Dabul, which is in fight of it. Upon 
this the Protestor renewed her fire upon Severndroog, and the com- 
modore finding that the governor wanted to protraCt the defence until 
night, when it was not to be doubted that fome boats from Dabul would 
endeavour to throw fuccours into the place, he landed half his feamcn, 
under cover of the fire of the fhips, who with great intrepidity ran up 
to the gate, and cutting down the Tally port with their axes, forced then- 
way into it, on which the garrifon furrendered : the other two forts on 
the main land had by this time hung out flags of truce, and the Mo- 
rattoes took podefllon of them. This was all the work of one day, in 
which the fpirited refolution of commodore James deftroyed the 
Amorous prejudices which had for twenty years been entertained of the 
impracticability of reducing any of Angria’s fortified harbours. 

On the 8th of April, the fleet and army proceeded to Bancoote, a for- 
tified ifland which commands a harbour laying about fix miles to the 
north of Severndroog. The place terrified by the fate of Severndroog, 
furrendered on the firft fummons, and the Morattoes contented that the 
company thould keep it. It is now called fort Victoria, and the country 
about it being fubjeCt to the Seddee, is inhabited by Mahomedans, who 
contribute to fupply Bombay with beeves, which it is very difficult to 
procure in other parts of the coart, as they are under the jurifdiCtion of 
princes of the ftriCtert cafts of the Indian religion, who worfhip the cow, 
and regard the killing of that animal as the greateft of crimes. 

Ramajee Punt was fo elated by thefe fuccefles, that he offered Com- 
modore James 200,000 rupees if he would immediately proceed ag^infl: 
Dabul, and fome others of the enemy’s forts, a little to the fouthward of 
that place ; and certainly this was the time to attack them, during the con- 
fternation into which the enemy were thrown by the Ioffes they had juft 
fuftained. But the ftormy monfoon, which on this coaft fets in at the 
end of April, was approaching, and the commodore having aheady 
exceeded his orders, would not venture to comply with the Morattoe’s 
requeft without permiflion from Bombay : however, in order to obtain 
it as expeditioufly as pofliblc, lie failed away thither in the Prote&or, but 

found 



Book V. 


Expedition against Angria. 

found the Prefidency, notwithftanding the unexpected fucceffes of their 
arms, ftill poflefled by their ancient fpirit of caution, and fo folli- 
citous for the fate of one of their bomb ketches, a heavy fiat bot- 
tomed boat incapable of keeping the fea in tempeftuous weather, that 
they ordered him to bring back the fleet into harbour without de- 
lay. Accordingly on the nth he delivered the forts of Severndroog 
to the Morattoes, ftriking the Englifh flag, which for the honour of 
their arms he had hitherto cauled to be hoifted in them ; and on the 1 5th 
failed away with his fhips to Bombay : the Morattoe fleet at the fame 
time returned to Choule. 

The fquadron under the command of Mr. Watfon arrived at Bombay 
in the November following, and the fair feafon being now returned, the 
prefidency with the Morattoes renewed their intentions of attacking An- 
gria ; Mr. Watfon readily confenting to aflift them with the force un- 
der his command. It was determined if practicable, to flrike at once 
at the root of Angria’s power, by attacking Gheria, the capital of his 
dominions, and the principal harbour and arfenal of his marine force : 
but it was fo long fmee any Englifhmen had feen this place, that trull- 
ing to the report of the natives, they believed it to he at leafl as ftrong 
as Gibraltar, and like that fituated on a mountain inacceliible from the fea ; 
for this reafon it was refolved to fend vcflels to reconnoitre it, which fervice 
commodore James in the Protestor, with two other lhips, performed. 
He found the enemy’s fleet at anchor in the harbour, notwithftanding 
which, he approached within cannon (hot of the fort, and having at- 
tentively coniidered it, returned at the end of December to Bombay, 
and described the place, fuch as it really was, very ftrong indeed, but 
far from being inacceflible or impregnable. 

Upon his reprefentation, it was rel'olved to profecutc the expe- 
dition with vigour. The Morattoe army under the command of Rama- 
jee Punt, marched from Choule, and the twenty gun Ihip, with the 
floop of Mr. Watfon’s fquadron, were fent forward to blockade the 
harbouF, where they were foon after joined by the Protedor and a 
twenty gun Ihip belonging to the company. And on the 1 ith of Febru- 
ary the admiral, with the reft of the fhips arrived. The whole fleet 
now united, confifted of four ft lips of the line, of 70, 1 4, 60, and 50 
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1 7 SS* guns, one of 44, three of 20, a grab of 12, and five bomb ketches, 
— ' rm * J in all fourteen veflels. Befides the feamen, they had on board a bat- 
talion of 800 Europeans with 1000 fepoys under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Clive. 

The famous fortrefs of Gheria is fituated on a promontory of 
rocky land about a mile long and a quarter broad, laying about a mile 
from the entrance of a large harbour, which forms the mouth of a 
river defeending from the Balagat mountains. The promontory projects 
to the ibu th- weft, on the right of the harbour as you enter j it is on 
the fidcs contiguous to the water inclofed by a continued rock about fifty 
feet high, on which are built the fortifications. Thefe are a double 
wall with round towers, the inward wall rifing feveral feet above the 
outward. The neck of land by which the promontory joins to the 
continent, is a narrow fand, beyond which where the ground begins 
to expand itfelf, is built a large open town or pettah, for the habita- 
tion of filch perfons whofe attendance is not conftantly required in the 
fort. The river directing its courfe to the fouth-weft wadies the north fides 
of the town, of the neck of land, and of the promontory ; on the neck 
of land are the docks in which the grabs are built and repaired, from 
whence they are launched into the river : ten of them, amongft which 
WRs that taken from the company, were now laying in the river, all tied 
together, almoft oppofite to the docks. 

Angria, on the appearance of the fleet, was fo terrified that he left 
his town to be defended by his brother, and went and put himfelf into 
the hands of the-'Morattoes, who having crofted the river at fome dis- 
tance from the fea, were already encamped to the eaftward of the pettah. 
Here he endeavoured to prevail on Ramajee Punt to accept of a ranfom 
for his fert, offering a large fum of money if he would divert the ftorm 
that was going to break upon him : but the Morattoe availing himfelf 
of his fears, kept him a prifoner, and extorted from, him an order, 
directing his brother to deliver the fortrefs to the Morattoes, intending if 
he could get poflefiion of it in this clandefttne manner, to exclude his 
Allies the EnglHhfrom any fhare of the plunder. 

The admiral receiving intelligence of thefe proceedings, fent a fum- 
mons to the fort on the morning after his arrival, and receiving no an- 
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fwer, ordered the (hips to weigh in the afternoon as foon as the fea 
wind fet in, they proceeded in two divifions, parallel to each other, the 
largeft covering the bomb ketches and fmaller vcttels from the fire 
of the fort : as foon as they had patted the point of the promontory, 
they flood into’' the river, and anchoring along the north fide of the for- 
tifications, began, at the diftance of fifty yards, to batter them with 
150 pieces of cannon; the bomb ketches at the lame time plied their 
mortars, and within ten minutes after the firing began, a Ihell fell into 
one of Angria’s grabs, which let her on fire ; the reft being faftened toge- 
ther with her, foon lhared the lame fate, and in lefs than an hour this 
fleet, which had for fifty years been the terror of the Malabar coaft, 
was utterly deftroyed. In the mean time the cannonade and bom- 
bardment continued furioufly, and filenced the enemy’s fire ; but the 
governor, however, did not furrender when the night fet in. Intelligence 
being received from a deferter that he intended to give up the place the 
next day to the Morattoes, colonel Clive landed with the troops ; and 
in order to prevent the Morattoes from carrying their fcheme into execu- 
tion, took up his ground between them and the fort. Early in the morn- 
ing the admiral fummoned the place again, declaring that he would re- 
new the attack, and give no quarter if it was not delivered up to him in an 
hour : in anlwer to which the governor defired a ceflation of hoftilities 
until the next morning, alledging that he only waited for orders from 
Angria to comply with the lummons. The cannonade was therefore 
renewed at four in the afternoon ; and in lefs than half an hour the gar- 
riion hung out a flag of truce, but neverthelefs they did not pull down 
their colours, nor confent to admit the Englifh troops ; the lhips therefore 
repeated their fire with more vivacity than ever, and the garrilbn, unable 
to ftand the (hock any longer, called out to the advanced guard of the troops 
on fhore that they were ready to furrender ; upon which lieutenant colonel 
Clive immediately marched up and took pofleflion of the fort. It was found 
that notwithftanding the cannonade had deftroyed moft of the artificial 
works upon which they fired, the rock remained a ftrong and almoft im- 
pregnable bulwark, fo that if the enemy had been endowed with courage 
fufficient to have maintained the place to extremity, it could only have been 
taken by regular approaches on the land fide. There were found in it 200 
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1755. P ieces cannon. brafs mortars, and a great quantity of ammunition, 
and military and naval ftores of all kinds : the money and effects of other 
kinds, amounted to 120,000 pounds fterling. All this booty was divided 
amongft the captors without any relerve either for the nation or the com- 
pany. Befides the veifels which were fet on lire during the attack, there 
were two fhips, one of them of 40 guns, upon the docks,' both of which 
the captors deftroyed. Whilft the fleet were employed in taking on board 
the plunder, the Morattoes fent detachments to fummon feveral other 
forts, which furrendered without making any refillance : thus in lefs than 
a month, they got pofleflion of all the territories wrefted from them by 
Angria's predeceflors, and which they had for feventy years defpaired of 
ever being able to recover. In the beginning of April, the fleet returned 
to Bombay, where Mr. Watfon repaired his fquadron, and failing from 
thence on the 28th of April, arrived at Madrafs on the 12th of May. 

During this expedition no material alterations had happened in the 
English and French affairs on the coaft of Coromandel. The detach- 
ment fent under the command of Major Kilpatrick, to affift the Nabob 
in collecting his revenues from the Polygars to the north of Arcot, kept 
the field until the end of the year, without being obliged to commit any 
hoftilities ; for all the Polygars confented to acknowledge the Nabob, and 
moil of them paid fome money, which although not equal to the tribute 
due from them, was however accepted, fince the natural • ftrength of 
their countries enabled them to defend themfelves with great advan- 
tage; and indeed the Nabob himfelf was very anxious to draw the 
troops out of the countries of thefe infignificant chiefs, in order to employ 
them againft one of much greater confequence. This was Mortiz-ally, the 
Phoufdar of Velore, whofe riches, extenfive territory, and the vicinity of his 
capital to Arcot, rendered him almofl as confiderable in the province as 
the Nabob himfelf : the independence aftedted by this odious rival prey- 
ed upon the Nabob’s mind fo much, that the prefidency, in compliance 
with his repeated and earneft follicitations, determined to give him the 
fatisfadtion of attempting to reduce the city of Velore. Accordingly 
the detachment returning to Arcot from the expedition againft the 
Polygars was reinforced with two hundred Europeans, two eighteen 
pounders and feveral companies of Sepoys : the whole, now amount- 
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ing to 500 men in battalion, with 1500 Sepoys, encamped the ^oth of 
January within cannon thot to the fouth of Velore. The Phoufdar hav- 
ing early intelligence of their approach, applied for afliftance to Mr. de 
Leyrit, the governor of Pondicherry, who wrote to the prefidency of 
Madrafs, that he regarded their proceedings againft Velore, as a breach 
of the truce, and fhould commence hoftilities if the Englifh troops were 
not immediately withdrawn ; as a proof of which intention, he ordered 
700 Europeans, with 2000 Sepoys, to take the field : this vigorous 
refolution probably proceeded from his knowing that the Englifh 
fquadron were preparing for the expedition againft Angria, which would 
for fome months delay their return to the coaft of Coromandel. At the 
fame time that major Kilpatrick was alarmed by the approach of 
fuch an enemy in his rear, he found the place he was come againft 
much too ftrong to be reduced by the force under his command : 
Mortiz-ally likewife had his anxieties j for next to the dread of being 
vigoroufiy attacked, nothing was fo terrible to him as the neceflity 
of admitting a body of French troops into his fort ; although to 
amufe the Englifh, he publicly declared that he fhould not hefitate to 
take this ftep if they commenced hoftilities. Both fides therefore, hav- 
ing cogent reafons to avoid them, a negociation was opened, and Maho- 
med Illbuf went into Velore to fettle the terms. In the mean time, 
the Phoufdar ’s agent at Madrafs, finding the prefidency difconcerted by 
the refolution which the French had taken, made propofals in behalf of 
his mailer ; and the prefidency deeming it impoffible to fubdue the 
place in the prefent conjundure, determined to withdraw their troops 
and make peace with him, provided he would pay the company 
100,000 rupees. In confequence of this refolution, a member of the 
council was deputed to Velore, who, on his arrival at the camp, found 
that the Phoufdar had agreed to pay major Kilpatrick 400,000 rupees, 
if he would immediately retire with the army, and that he had already 
fent out fome fealed bags of money, which, as he faid, contained 20,000 
rupees, in part of the fum llipulated. But by this time the Phoufdar’s 
agent was returned from Madrafs to Velore, having by fome very un- 
accountable means obtained information of the whole extent of the deputy’s 
mftrudions ; this man now came to the camp, and difeovered what he 

G g g 2 knew 



4J2 The War of Coromandel. Book V. 

1 755. knew, adding that his mailer was ready to pay the 100,000 rupees. 
In this dilemma the deputy thought bcil to deny the purport of his com- 
mi/Tion, and to pretend that he was only fent from Madrals to receive 
the money, which had been offered to major Kilpatrick; and in 
order to perplex the agent, he took the refolution of returning imme- 
diately to Arcot, faying that he ihould leave major Kilpatrick to finiffi 
his work, and if neceffary to commence hoililities. This alarmed the 
Phoufdar not a little, and he immediately fent meflengers to defire the 
French troops to advance ; but at the fame time fent his agent after the 
deputy to Arcot, defiring a conference with him at Velore, and promif- 
ing, with much feeming fubmiffion, to agree to whatfocver the Englifh 
might determine in regard to his difpute with the Nabob. Upon this the 
deputy returned to the camp, and went into the town accompanied by Ma- 
homed Ifiouf and two Englifh officers. After a fumptuous dinner they 
retired with the Phoufdar into a private room ; who, inflead of making 
any overtures to pay the money which he had offered to major Kilpa- 
trick, denied that he had ever made fuch agreement; upon this Maho- 
med Ifiouf, who had conducted that bufinefs, related what had paffed ; 
to which the Phoufdar with great compofure replied, that all he afferted 
was a lie. Mahomed Ifiouf flarting from his feat, clapped his hand 
to his dagger, the Phoufdar raifed his voice, and the guards of the palace 
began to be in motion towards the room ; but the deputy interpofing, 
convinced him that his own fafety depended on forbidding them to ap- 
proach : after which the conference was re-affumed. Plowcver, the 
Phoufdar fhewed no inclination to pay more than 200,000 rupees, for 
which he infilled on receiving, from the prefidcncy of Madrafs, a promife 
that he fhould not in future be molefied, either by the Nabob or them- 
felves. The deputy thinking fuch a fum no compenfation for excluding 
them from taking advantage of a more favourable opportunity to reduce 
a place of fuch importance as Velore, broke up the conference, and re- 
turned to the camp ; imagining however, that the Phouldar would foon 
recolledt the impolicy of his conduct, in refufing to comply with his agree- 
ment. But by this time the French troops were advanced as far as Ami, 
and the Englifh not venturing to commence hoflilities, no farther 
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propofals were received from him : major Kilpatrick returned loon after 
with the army to Arcot, and the French troops retired to Pondicherry. 

Since the proclamation of the truce, Mr. Bufly had been conftantly 
employed near the pcrlon of Salabad-jing, fometimes accompanying him 
in expeditions in the field, at others refiding with him at Golcondah, 
with fupreme influence in his councils. In the expedition which they 
made the preceding year to Myfore, they collected a large fum without 
the neceffity of committing any hoftilities ; for, whilil they were encamp- 
ed on the frontiers of the kingdom, waiting for anfwers to the fum- 
mons which Salabad-jing had font to the regent, the approach of Balaze- 
row’s army, who was coming likewife to levy a contribution from him, 
frightened him fo much that he delired Salabad-jing to come and encamp 
under the walls of his capital, Seringapatnam, where he readily confented 
to pay him 5,200,000 rupees, bciides conliderable prefen ts to feveral 
of the principal officers, amongfl: whom it is faid that Mr. Bufly had 
a (hare. After his return from this expedition, Salabad-jing remained 
feveral months at Golcondah ; and as Mr. Bully's influence over him 
was never fo great in a time of tranquillity, as when he had immediate 
occafion for his fervice in the field, feveral of the difeontented lords 
of the court, who were attached to the depofed minifler Sied Lelker 
Khan, renewed their intrigues to diminilh his affedion for the French 
troops ; and even the Duan Shanavas Khan, wearied by the perpetual 
reproaches of his countrymen for fupporting the interefl; of thofe fo- 
reigners, turned again and joined that party, by betraying of which, he 
had obtained the poll; he now held. Their fcheme was deeply laid ; and 
to lecure the fuccefs of it, they communicated it to Balazerow, whom 
the frequent defeats which he had received from Mr. Bully, rendered as 
defirous as thcmfelves of removing the French troops from Salabad- 
jing's fervice. Every thing being concerted, Balazerow propoled to Sa- 
labad-jing to march with their forces united againll the city of Sava- 
nore, the capital of one of the Pitan Nabobs, by whofc treachery Nazir- 
jing and Murzafa-jing loll their lives : the fucceflor of this Nabob had 
hitherto refufed to pay allegiance to Salabad-jing, and had lately entered 
into a defenfive alliance with Morari-row the Morattoe, whom Balaze- 
row had regarded as a rebel ever fince lie had aftecled to be in- 

dependant 



The War of Coromandel. 


414 


Book V. 


1 755. dependant of the Saha Rajah’s authority. Salabad-jing confented to 
Balazerow’s propofal, and both their armies appeared before Sava- 
nore in the month of March : this place is fituated about 200 miles to 
the fouth of Golcondah, and about thirty to the north-weft of Bifnasar j 
it is ftrongly fortified, and the garrifon was reinforced by a body of Mo- 
rattoes commanded by Morari-row in perfon. However, the operations 
of Mr. Bufly foon reduced the Nabob and his ally Morari-row to enter 
into a negociation ; and both of them made their fubmiflion, Morari-row 
not only to Salabad-jing, but likewife to Balazerow. Immediately 
after this fuccefs, when Mr. Bufly, confcious of the fervice he had ren- 
dred, expedted nothing lefs, the difeontented lords, headed by Shavanas 
Khan, demanded of Salabad-jing, that he fhould immediately difmiis 
the French troops from his fervice, and oblige them to retire to Mafu- 
lipatnam. Balazerow appeared at the fame time, and feconded thefe 
Temonftrances with many arguments, which probably would not have 
produced much effect, had he not been at the head of an army equal 
to the Soubah’s. Mr. Bufly, with his ufual fagacity, faw at once the 
impoffibility of refilling the combination formed againft him, and mak- 
ing a merit of neceflity, pretended to be as defirous as his enemies 
could wifh him of quitting a fervice fraught with fuch difeontent; 
his defign, however, was to gain as fall as poflible the provinces 
which Salabad-jing had given to the French nation, not doubting but 
that he flhould be able to maintain himfelf in them againft all the 
force which could be brought againft him. He therefore took his leave 
of Salabad-jing, without any marks of difguft, and marched away with the 
troops under his command, which were a body of 600 Europeans, with a 
fine train of artillery and 5000 Sepoys. But his enemies fufpedting his 
defign, determined, if poflible, to cut off the French troops on their march : 
orders were therefore fent to all the Polygars to oppofe their paflage, 
and Balazerow detached 6000 Morattoes to harrafs them : notwith- 
ftanding which, they made their way good with little lofs»to Hy- 
drabad. Here they arrived on the 14th of June, and Mr. Bufly imme- 
diately took pofieflion of a garden which had formerly belonged 
to the kings of Golcondah, determining to keep this poft until he 
fliould receive fuccours from Pondicherry and Mafulipatnam. Salabad- 
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jing, now intircly under the influence of the fa&ion which had removed 1755. 
the French from his prefence, prepared to march and attack them in '■“‘■v— 
Hydrabad ; and as a furer means of reducing them, diSpatched expreSTes 
to the presidency of Madrais, defiring they would immediately fend a 
body of troops, to afliSt him in a fervice in which their own intereft was 
fo nearly concerned. 

Nothing could be more acceptable to the prefldency than this invita- 
tion ; for fince the difappointment of the expedition, which the com- 
pany had projected to be carried on from Bombay, they delpaired of 
having another opportunity of Striking at the French influence in die 
northern parts of the Decan ; on which, neverthelefs, the very existence 
of the English on the coait of Coromandel feemed to depend. They 
therefore with great alacrity allured Salabad-jing of their intentions to 
comply with his requeft, and were on the point of ordering a detach- 
ment of 300 Europeans and 1500 Sepoys to take the field; when in 
the middle of July they received letters from Bengal, informing them, 
of the greatest danger that had ever threatened the company’s eftate in 
the EaSl Indies ; to retrieve which from utter perdition required nothing 
lefs than the exertion of the utmoft force that could be fpared from' 
the c6ail of Coromandel. 


The End of the Fifth Book* 



ERRATA. 

Page 12, ]. 2. after uniting, infer t them. 

Page 85, 1 . 20. for fouth fide, read north fide. 

Page 184. 1 . 17 and 18. for extend near two miles, and the north and 
fouth about one, read extend near two thoufand yards, and the north 
and fouth about twelve hundred. 

Page 324, 1 . 18. after Brenier, infer t it. 

Page 383, 1. 22. for Morana, read Morawa. 
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